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 Weekly Info Update 
 

To:            MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From:        MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date:           OCTOBER 22, 2021   

Re:             WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE   

 

Tuesday’s City Council Workshop 
We have four items on the agenda for our Workshop on Tuesday. We will begin the 
workshop with a brief discussion on the 2022 Budget, and hear from Council about 
any potential issues or additional information is needed.  After the budget discussion, 
we have two Engineering related items, the first to review the draft Multi-Modal 
Transportation Master Plan, and the second is to review the Fremont Street 
Intersection design.  We will conclude our workshop with discussion a proclamation 
request for Veterans Day in the City of Fruita. See you on Tuesday night!  
 

Transportation Master Plan Draft Now Available (Continued) 
Last week, we received the draft version of the Active Circulation and Multi-Modal 

Transportation Master Plan and uploaded it to our website for the public to provide 

comment on it.  The draft can be found at this link, and any comments can be 

submitted to communications@fruita.org. We will leave the public comment period 

open for a little over a week, and then after that, will incorporate the comments into 

the document.   

 

General Updates 
• North Fruita Desert Campground Reservations.  Recently, the Bureau of Land 
Management implemented a reservation program for camping at the North Fruita 
Desert/18 Road.  Users can now use the Recreation.gov app on mobile devices to 
reserve and pay for campsites.  Reservations can be made up to six months in 
advance, or when users arrive for the upper campground.  For the lower camp sites, 
these are first-come, first served.   Fees from camping help pay for campground 
Maintenance and improvements, trail construction, and maintenance of the 18 Road 
Trail System.  To learn more information, you can visit this link or see the flyer below.    

• SHIFT Presentation.  On Wednesday, I participated as a panelist at the 2021 
SHIFT Summit on a session highlighting all of the great things happening in the Grand 
Valley. Our panel discussed the importance of partnerships, increasing access to 
nature and outdoors, and balancing conservation with growth.  I covered specific 
aspects of the PHROST plan related to this and was happy to participate and share all 
of the great things happening in Fruita and the Grand Valley.  

https://www.fruita.org/publicworks/page/draft-active-circulation-plan
mailto:communications@fruita.org
https://www.recreation.gov/camping/campgrounds/274413?tab=info


   
 

 
 

• Top 5 Places in Colorado to Mountain Bike.  Speaking of 18 Road, here is a great article from 
Pink Bike, a national publication, that was published this week on the top places to bike in 
Colorado: Colorado’s 5 Most Popular Trail Networks According to Trailforks Data.  Very exciting 
to see 3 of the top 5 places here in the Grand Valley.   

 

Engineering  
• Fremont Street Design. 90% plans are being review and a scheduled FOR meeting with CDOT is 

still on for November 8, 2021. 

• Pine Street Bridge.  Right-of-way acquisition process has begun for the bridge over Little Salt 
Wash at Pine St. 

• Orchard Ridge Subdivision.  Paving has been completed.  Dry utilities are being installed. 

• Grand Valley Estates Subdivision. Paving started this week and will be completed next week.  

• Village at Country Creek North. Paving is scheduled for next week. 

 
Planning & Development  
To see active reviews of current projects, you may visit: https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-
development-projects  
 
Land Use Code Amendments:  

• Title 17 & 2 Land Use Code Update (Complete and Approved by City Council 10/19/2021)  
 
Major/ Minor Subdivisions:      

• Dwell PUD Final Plan/Plat (Final Plan / Final Plat) (1136 17 ½ Road, Fruita CO 81521)   

• Grand Valley Estates 3 (Approved) (1848 J Road, Fruita CO 81521)  

• Rose Creek Preliminary Plan (Under Review) (1892 K Road, Fruita CO 81521) 

• Patron Annexation and Zoning (Under Review) (1123 19 Road, Fruita CO 81521)  

• VACC Final Plat (Under Construction) (1176 18 Rd, Fruita CO 81521)  

• Epic Minor Subdivision (Approved) (1092 Wallace St, Fruita CO 81521)  

• Cider Mills Rezone (Under Review) (960 Stone Mt Drive, Fruita CO 81521)  

• Red Cliffs 3 Preliminary PUD Plan (Approved) (280 Clements Way, Fruita CO 81521) 

• Grand Valley Estates 3 Final Plat (Under Construction) (1848 J Road, Fruita CO 81521) 

• 1930 Highway 6 & 50 Annexation and Zoning (Approved) (1930 Hwy 6 & 50 Fruita CO 81521) 

• Orchard Ridge 3 Final Plat (Under Construction) (Orchard Ridge Subdivision, Fruita CO 81521) 

• Sycamore Estates Minor Subdivision (Approved) (945 E. Pabor Ave, Fruita CO 81521) 

• Fruita Copper Creek Annexation and Zoning (Approved) (954 19 Rd, Fruita CO 81521) 
 
Site Design Review/ Other Applications:      

• Monument Powder Coating (1596 Cipolla) (Complete)  

• Raptor Crossing Concept Plan (853 Raptor Rd) (Under Review) 

• 111 S. Mesa Street Site Design Review (Under Construction) 111 S. Mesa St, Fruita CO 81521) 

• 241 S Mesa Street Site Design Review (Under Construction)  

 
 

https://www.pinkbike.com/news/colorados-top-5-trail-networks-according-to-trailforks-data.html
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects


   
 

 
 

Parks and Recreation  
• Truck N’ Treat.  Truck N’Treat returns tomorrow at Civic Center Park, from 10:00 a.m. to noon.  

Wear your costume, collect candy, and check out cool vehicles! The full flyer is provided below.   

• Parks and Recreation Bimonthly Newsletter.  The latest edition of the bimonthly Fruita Parks 
and Recreation newsletter can be found here:  Truck N’Treat.  It includes information on 
upcoming events, senior programming, and fall recreation opportunities.   

 

Public Works 
• Peach Street Lights.  On Wednesday morning, Public Works crews removed the lights above 

Peach Street (where the Peach Street Outdoor Dining Space was located) after a request from 
members of the public, damaged lights and clearance for delivery trucks.    

• Building Maintenance Update.  Building Maintenance continues to winterize facilities, made 
repair to HVAC controls for the Rotary Room and cleaning windows at Civic Center. 

• Fleet Maintenance Update.  Fleet Maintenance continues with normal equipment maintenance, 
winterizing equipment and is working on scheduling training for Public Works staff.  Fleet will be 
assisting the Waste Water Reclamation Facility WWRF next week with a back-up generator 
when they perform preventative maintenance on the WWRF main switch gear. 

• Road Maintenance Update.  Road Maintenance crew set up traffic control permit for sidewalk 
repair on Cherry Street, assisted with irrigation shut off for the season, completed 7 patches on 
Willow Street from Aspen Avenue to Pabor Avenue, blew out cracks to prep for crack sealing, 
and fixed inlet boxes on Aspen Avenue and Kayenta Way. 

• Collections/Irrigation Update.  Wastewater Collections Crew/Irrigation crew shut down 
irrigation system for the season and is working on developing a standard operating procedure to 
conduct future training and is working with GIS for valve identification.  Staff discovered a 
broken clean out that allowed rain water to drain into the City’s wastewater collection system, 
staff capped the clean outs and CCTV will inspect the service tap to present additional 
information to the property owner.  Crews rebuilt the gate latch for access to Adobe Falls lift 
station, completed 19 utility locates and responded to a water leak on W. Meadow. 

• WWRF Update.  Wastewater Treatment staff cleaned electrical connections as part of the bi-
annual electrical cleaning and replaced the SNDR pH/ORP probe with an ATAD 2 probe.  Staff is 
working on categorizing assets within Due Solutions and testing reports for accuracy.  Staff met 
with a representative regarding repairs to the existing hydrants located around the secondary 
process area and a staff member attended wastewater training.  Wastewater Treatment Facility 
will have power off to perform preventative maintenance on the WWRF main switch gear. 

• FOGS Program.  PW Staff met to discuss the process for implementing the Fats, Oils and Grease 
Best Management Practices and how we will communicate with local businesses and residents.  
PW staff and Engineering staff also met to discuss the Right of Way Permit process. 

• PW Administration Update. Public Works Director presented the 2022 Budget for Public Works 
to City Council, attended a webinar from the American Public Works Association (APWA) on 
building the public works workforce, preparing for tomorrow’s infrastructure.  Attended a 
meeting with senior leadership to discuss space programming in the Civic Center.  Met with Dam 
Safety Engineer to discuss Fruita Reservoir #2. 

 
 

https://us13.campaign-archive.com/?u=b4ff2fb91d021163a1d01cf84&id=bc249eb938


   
 

 
 

 

FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  
• Mesa County Workforce Center and CMU Team up to connect students and local workforce. 

• School board selects Kari Sholtes to fill vacancy. 

• The Canfield Yelli Screamy Hardtail Returns. 

• Colorado’s 5 Most Popular Trail Networks According to Trailforks Data. 

• 10 Grand Junction Colorado Halloween Events Your Kids Will Love. 

• Mesa County Master Plan Focus Groups. 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS (Please let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if 
multiple council members plan to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you when 
needed.):   

• October 23, 2021 – Truck N’Treat, Downtown Fruita, 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  

• October 29, 2021 – Trick or Treat Street in Downtown Fruita, 3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.  

• October 30-31 – Trek Dirt Bike Camp at Little Salt Wash Park, 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  

• November 2, 2021 - Walk Downtown Fruita with the City Manager at 4:00 p.m. - meet at the 
Fruita Civic Center.   

• November 6, 2021 – Rimrock Marathon, 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., Colorado National Monument 
and Fruita Community Center.  

• December 11, 2021 – Holiday Arts and Crafts Fair at the Fruita Community Center, 10:00 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m.  

• December 11, 2021 – Hometown Christmas and Parade of Lights, Parade is at Dusk, in 
Downtown Fruita.   

• December 15, 2021 – Cookies N Claus at the Fruita Community Center – 6:30 p.m.  
 
 
CC. Department Directors 
 
Do you have questions about anything in the Weekly Information Update? Please feel free to email us at 
communications@fruita.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.nbc11news.com/2021/10/19/mesa-county-workforce-center-cmu-team-up-connect-students-local-workforce/
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/school-board-selects-kari-sholtes-to-fill-vacancy/article_5f7341bc-3052-11ec-8937-7fd7f5ed20c1.html
https://www.singletracks.com/mtb-gear/2022-canfield-yelli-screamy-hardtail-mountain-bike/
https://www.pinkbike.com/news/colorados-top-5-trail-networks-according-to-trailforks-data.html
https://kool1079.com/grand-junction-halloween-2021/
http://blog.mesacounty.us/2021/10/mesa-county-master-plan-focus-groups.html
mailto:communications@fruita.org


   
 

 
 

 
 
 



   
 

 
 

 
 
 



   
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   
 

 
 

 


