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Weekly Info Update 
 

To:            MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From:        MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date:           APRIL 1, 2021   

Re:             WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE   

 
City offices are closed tomorrow, April 2, 2021, for Good Friday.  We hope 
that you have a great Easter weekend!  
 
Tuesday’s City Council Meeting  
Our meeting on Tuesday will begin with proclaiming April 30, 2021 as Arbor Day in 
the City of Fruita.  Following that, there are four items on the consent agenda, and 
two quasi-judicial hearings regarding short-term rentals (one withdrawing an 
application and the other applying for a conditional use permit).  After those 
hearings, staff will present the final version of the Parks, Health, Recreation, Open 
Space and Trails (“PHROST”) Master Plan.  We are excited to share this final version 
of the plan and want to thank everyone that has been involved in the planning 
process.  We will conclude the meeting with the City Manager’s update, which will 
include introducing the new Public Works Director. This meeting will be held 
virtually.   

 
Coronavirus Update  
Below are a few updates, but I would strongly encourage all to continue to follow 
www.fruita.org/covid19 for all updates we are posting. This also links to important 
Mesa County Public Health sources, as well as many others.  

• Vaccine Eligibility.  Beginning tomorrow, April 2, 2021, vaccine eligibility has 
now been expanded to the general public.  Coloradans aged 16 and up are eligible to 
receive Pfizer Vaccine and those 18 and up are eligible for the Moderna and the 
Johnson and Johnson Vaccine.  If you are interested in receiving a COVID-19 vaccine, 
you can sign up at Mesa County Public Health’s website here, or through local 
pharmacies.   

• Testing Sites Change.  Effective next Tuesday, testing for COVID-19 at the Mesa 
County Fairgrounds will be moved to the Mesa County Public Health building at 29 ½ 
Road and North Avenue.  In addition to getting tested at the MCPH building, people 
can still get tested at Colorado Mesa University, Fruita Monument High School, 
Grand Mesa Middle School, and the Peachtree Shopping Center.  More information 
on the changes and links to how to register for a test is available here.   
 

http://www.fruita.org/covid19
https://scheduling.mesacountyhealth.com/english/signup.php
https://health.mesacounty.us/covidtesting/


 
 

General Updates 
• Community Survey.  The Community Survey has been finalized and has been sent to print.  We 

anticipate that residents should start receiving the survey next week or shortly after that.  The 
survey is being mailed to all residential households, and we encourage all to participate.  We will 
provide an additional update on this next week. We are putting together a short video invite 
from the Mayor encouraging all residents to participate.  

• Public Works Director.  We want to welcome Kimberly Bullen to the City of Fruita! Kimberly 
started today as the Public Works Director and brings an extensive amount of local government 
experience and expertise to the position.  Kimberly is going to be a great addition to our 
leadership team, and we look forward to working with her.  Welcome Kimberly!  

• Food Bank Grant.  Earlier this year, the City of Fruita provided Food Bank of the Rockies with a 
$10,000 grant to help with increased need for food for Fruita families during the pandemic.  
Through leveraging other grants and donations, Food Bank of the Rockies estimates that for 
every $1 donated, the organization can provide four meals.  With that, it can be estimated that 
our grant aided in 40,000 meals for Fruita Area Food Banks.  We are thankful for this partnership 
and all of their efforts during this past difficult year.  If interested in reading, Food Bank of the 
Rockies provided us with a thank you letter for the grant, and that letter can be found below.   

• Main Street Program.  This week, the City of Fruita was accepted into the Colorado Main Street 
program as an affiliate member. The Main Street Program offers support for community-led 
downtown revitalization, and helps communities identify opportunities, resources, and 
programs available to help with goals.  After hearing more about the Main Street Program, the 
Downtown Advisory Board expressed interest in joining and learning more about it.  We look 
forward to this partnership and are excited about the opportunity to participate! More 
information about the program can be found here.   

 

Engineering  

• Roundabouts Update.  The setting of the first two sculptures is planned to be completed for the 

Highway 340 Roundabouts next week.  The remaining sculptures will be completed and installed 

by late summer. 

• Ash Street Project. The Ash St. trench will be paved next week finalizing that project. 

• Maple Street Sewer. Sorter has constructed the sewer main and all but one sewer service on 

Maple Street south of Aspen Ave. 

 

Human Resources 

• Job Openings.  The City of Fruita continues to recruit for several positions, including Guest 
Services Attendant at the Fruita Community Center, (FCC) Seasonal Parks Worker and 
Maintenance Worker, Facility Coordinator at the FCC, Engineering Intern, and more.  More 
information on each position is available here.   

 
Marketing and Promotion  

• GoFruita Newsletter.  The latest GoFruita newsletter is now available, and can be found at this 
link:  3 Undiscovered Adventures In Your Own Backyard.  Also in the newsletter, you will find 
that we currently giving away 4-Day Fruita Adventure for a Family of Four! This giveaway is 

https://cdola.colorado.gov/main-street
https://www.fruita.org/jobs
https://us17.campaign-archive.com/?u=1035703e771450710ba863353&id=7b8f6ef9fa


 
 

through a partnership with the Colorado Tourism Office, and has already received a lot of 
participation.   

 
Parks and Recreation  

• Latest Parks and Recreation Newsletter.  Check out the latest in Parks and Recreation programs 
and activities in the E-Newsletter that was sent out on Wednesday:  Upcoming April Events and 
Activities.   

• North Fruita Desert Progress. Staff has been working with BLM, COPMOBA, Mesa County Public 
Health and local businesses to secure funding for biological and wildlife studies in the North 
Fruita Desert.  We hope to hire a contractor in the coming weeks to have the survey work 
performed this Spring.  The intention is complete all survey work, have BLM obtain NEPA 
approval and apply for a CPW construction grant in the Fall of 2021 with the hope of building 
new trail in 2022-2024. 

 
Planning & Development  
To see active reviews of current projects, you may visit: https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-
development-projects  
 
Land Use Code Amendments:  

• Vested Right Code Amendment (Approved) 

• Development Agreements Code Amendment (Approved) 

• Zoning and Density Bonus Code Amendments. (Approved)  

• Short Term Rental Code Amendments can be found as this page.(Approved)  

• Parking Standards  (Approved)  

• Design Standards: The links to the Code Amendments can be found at this page.  (Approved)  
 
Major/ Minor Subdivisions:      

• Dwell PUD Preliminary Plan (Under Review)   

• Bradyville Minor Subdivision (Approved)  

• Grand Valley Estates 3 (Under Review)  

• Rose Creek Preliminary Plan (Under Review)  

• Patron Annexation and Zoning (Under Review)  

• Ross Creek Preliminary Plan (Under Review)  

• Lusby Short Term Rental (Under Review)  
 
Site Design Review/ Other Applications:      

• Monument Powder Coating (1596 Cipolla) (Under Construction)  

• Pediatric Dental Specialist (197 & 101 Jurassic) (Under Construction)  

• Grand Valley Estates 3, Zoning and Annexation (Approved)  

 
 
 
 

https://us13.campaign-archive.com/?u=b4ff2fb91d021163a1d01cf84&id=c350c2e115
https://us13.campaign-archive.com/?u=b4ff2fb91d021163a1d01cf84&id=c350c2e115
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/zoning-and-density-bonus-land-use-code-amendments
https://www.fruita.org/sites/default/files/fileattachments/community_development/page/30006/str_amendments_-_website.pdf
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/parking-standards-land-use-code-amendments
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/design-standards-land-use-code-amendments


 
 

Public Works 
• Facility Updates.  With all Fruita facilities now open, building maintenance crews continues to 

clean and disinfect each building twice a day to ensure that they are safe to use for guests and 
staff.   

• City Shops Internet Outage.  There was a brief phone and internet outage at the City Shops 
building for about six hours on Monday.  The outage was due to an overhead fiber optic line 
being struck at McCune and Maple Street.  If we missed a call from you during that time, please 
feel free to let us know at 970-858-9558, or at communications@fruita.org.   

 

FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  
• Mesa County jobless rate retreats. 

• As vaccine efforts ramp up at GJ Convention Center, so does the need for volunteers. 

• County positivity rate remains low for COVID-19. 

• Fruita survey to include question on marijuana. 

• 2021 Bike Demo Events Hamstrung By Lack of Demo Bikes. 

• Trek Dirt Series Releases 2021 Schedule.  

• Carrie Underwood, Toby Keith, Luke Combs to headline County Jam. 

• Colorado opening COVID-19 vaccines to general public on April 2. 

• Airports receive more COVID relief grants. 

• All Adult Colorado Residents Eligible for COVID Vaccine Starting Friday.      

• Mesa County nears 60k shots given. 

• COVID-19 Vaccination Update. 

• Kuhr expects vaccine totals to increase as eligibility expands. 

• County moves testing center back to Mesa County Public Health building due to low COVID-19 
testing demand.                     

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS (Please let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if 
multiple council members plan to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you when 
needed.):   

• April 3, 2021 – Fruita for Equality Panel Discussion on allyship.  This discussion will be held 
virtually at 5:00 p.m., and you can register (pre-registration is required) for it here.   

• April 8, 2021 – Fruita Chamber of Commerce Business After Hours at Absolute Prestige Ranch, 
5:30 pm. To 7:00 p.m.  If interested, RSVP here.   

• April 16-18, 2021 - Desert Rats Festival hosted by Gemini Adventures. This includes trail running 
events: 50K, 26.2M, 13.1 M, 10K on the Kokopelli Trails. https://geminiadventures.com/. 

• April 22, 2021 – Fruita Chamber of Commerce Women’s Conference in the Country. For more 
information and registration click here.  

• May 1, 2021 - Adventurefest event at the 18 Road trails in North Fruita Desert, hosted by 
Gemini Adventures. This includes a 13.1 run and a 50K mountain bike race. 
https://geminiadventures.com/. 

• May 22, 2021 - The Co2uT Desert Gravel Race in the Bookcliffs. https://www.desertgravel.com/.  

• July 31, 2021 – Fruita Chamber of Commerce Annual Banquet, “Welcome to Wonderland” at the 
Fruita Community Center, 5:30 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.  Additional information here.  

mailto:communications@fruita.org
https://thebusinesstimes.com/mesa-county-jobless-rate-retreats-18/
https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/as-vaccine-efforts-ramp-up-at-the-gj-convention-center-so-does-the-need-for-volunteers/
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/county-positivity-rate-remains-low-for-covid-19/article_14c8e812-8f33-11eb-a0c9-cf1054477dcc.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/fruita-survey-to-include-question-on-marijuana/article_086d6d98-8e7c-11eb-a53d-53103f7dacd6.html
https://www.bicycleretailer.com/industry-news/2021/03/26/2021-bike-demo-events-hamstrung-lack-demo-bikes#.YGH1_69KiUk
https://www.pinkbike.com/news/trek-dirt-series-releases-2021-schedule.html
https://theknow.denverpost.com/2021/03/29/country-jam-grand-junction-2021-carrie-underwood-toby-keith/255274/
https://www.kktv.com/2021/03/29/colorado-opening-covid-19-vaccines-to-general-public-on-april-2/
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/airports-receive-more-covid-relief-grants/article_d80e417e-90b8-11eb-a7a9-fbc54dc923e4.html
https://www.westernslopenow.com/colorado-news/all-adult-colorado-residents-eligible-for-covid-vaccine-starting-friday/
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/mesa-county-nears-60k-shots-given/article_d66be4dc-919b-11eb-ad82-c3497f0b244a.html
https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/covid-19-vaccination-update-2/
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/kuhr-expects-vaccine-totals-to-increase-as-eligibility-expands/article_912a3f9e-9241-11eb-8194-6bca48df8c67.html
https://www.kjct8.com/2021/04/01/county-moves-testing-center-back-to-mesa-county-public-health-building-due-to-low-covid-19-testing-demand/
https://www.kjct8.com/2021/04/01/county-moves-testing-center-back-to-mesa-county-public-health-building-due-to-low-covid-19-testing-demand/
https://mesacountylibraries.libcal.com/event/7607904
https://info.fruitachamber.org/events/details/business-after-hours-absolute-prestige-rib-city-grill-12592?calendarMonth=2021-04-01
https://geminiadventures.com/
https://files.constantcontact.com/4300a31f001/8f7652db-4795-41e8-b7c6-bfde6d37f9e0.pdf
https://geminiadventures.com/
https://www.desertgravel.com/
https://info.fruitachamber.org/events/details/2021-annual-banquet-fruita-area-chamber-of-commerce-12594?calendarMonth=2021-07-01


 
 

• Sept. 22-24, 2021 – The Colorado Municipal League will be holding the 2021 CML Annual 
conference in Westminster. More information is available at www.cml.org/conference. Please 
let Deputy City Clerk Deb Woods know if you are interested in attending. CML will also hold a 
virtual conference on Sept. 29-30.  

• September 24-25, 2021 – Fruita Fall Festival, Downtown Fruita. The festival will include live 
music, food trucks, and variety of vendors.  Fruitachamber.org/fruita-fall-festival.   

 
CC. Department Directors 
 
Do you have questions about anything in the Weekly Information Update? Please feel free to email us at 
communications@fruita.org 
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