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Weekly Info Update 

 
To:            MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From:        MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date:           MARCH 12, 2021   

Re: WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE   

 
Tuesday’s City Council Meeting 
We have a full agenda with a total of 3 quasi-judicial hearings and 5 legislative 
hearings following the consent agenda. The big topic is the updates to the Land Use 
Code for Second Reading. Agendas and packets to all Council Meetings may be found 
at https://www.fruita.org/meetings?field_microsite_tid_1=27.  

 
Wednesday’s City Council Workshop 
City Council rescheduled the March 23 Council workshop to March 17 at 6:30 pm. 
This will be a virtual workshop with our consultant who is preparing the 2021 
Community Survey in attendance to discuss ideas City Council has for topics to 
include in the survey. The packet will be sent out on Monday, March 15.  

 
Coronavirus Update  
Below are a few updates, but I would strongly encourage all to continue to follow 
www.fruita.org/covid19 for all updates we are posting. This also links to important 
Mesa County Public Health sources, as well as many others.  
 

• Congress Approves and President Biden signs $1.9 million “American Rescue 
Plan Act of 2021.” To view the bill, you may click here. While the Sentinel reported 
today (Thursday) that Fruita stands to receive $2.9 million in funding, I attended an 
update with the Colorado Municipal League Thursday and learned the amounts and 
restrictions of use are currently being determined and finalized and estimates will be 
released likely next week.  

https://www.fruita.org/meetings?field_microsite_tid_1=27
http://www.fruita.org/covid19
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/1319/text


 
 

 

• Vaccine Update from MCPH.  For emerging issues and updates related to the vaccine, you 
can find formation here. This week’s update is: 

None of the vaccines is recommended over the other, and all three are safe and highly 
effective at preventing COVID-19-related severe infections and deaths. We encourage you to 
get whichever vaccine type or product is offered to you when you become eligible for 
vaccination, as getting vaccinated greatly reduces the risk of illness if you are exposed to the 
virus. These are some of the main differences between the three vaccines currently 
available:   

  

 
 

  Type: Dose: Ages: 
Pfizer-BioNTech mRNA Two, 21 days apart 16 and older 
Moderna  mRNA Two, 28 days apart 18 and older 
Johnson & Johnson  Viral vector One 18 and older 
 

  

 

People are considered fully vaccinated two weeks after their second dose in a two-dose 
series, or at least two weeks after a single-dose vaccine. If it has been less than two weeks 
since your shot, or if you still need to get your second dose, you are not yet fully protected. 
All vaccines require refrigeration and some require cold or ultra-cold storage that many 
facilities don’t have. Each vaccine’s storage temperature only matters for storage and 
transportation—it does not have an impact on the vaccine’s effectiveness. The Johnson & 
Johnson vaccine can be stored in a regular refrigerator, so a doctor’s office or a community 
location like a church or recreation center could potentially be a vaccination site, which 
would increase vaccine access. Many locations across Mesa County are offering vaccines, 
with more providers to be announced in subsequent distribution phases. Visit the Mesa 
County Public Health website for a list of locations and a link to the Vaccine Interest Form. 
   

  •  
 

• Updated State Colorado Vaccine Rollout information on New Phases can be found here.  

 

Fruita Circulation Plan – New Interactive Map Launched! (continued)  
In addition to the public survey that was recently launched for the Fruita Circulation plan, the Planning 
Team has also uploaded an interactive web map to provide feedback.  This web map allows users to 
provide feedback for specific corridors and locations where improvements are needed, like for crossing 
a street, where to consider bike lanes, and more.  The map can be found at the bottom of the page here 
and the survey can be found be here.   

 
General Updates 

• State of the City Video. We have received three quotes from local groups for the “State of the 

City” video and will select one next week to begin working on it.  

https://health.mesacounty.us/public-health-emerging-issues-covid-19-vaccination-update-4/
https://mesacounty.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=48b7e763f8c6ae3985874e64f&id=2f41ec16c3&e=d0875600e6
https://mesacounty.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=48b7e763f8c6ae3985874e64f&id=34b41c9225&e=d0875600e6
https://mesacounty.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=48b7e763f8c6ae3985874e64f&id=19770d95ce&e=d0875600e6
https://mesacounty.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=48b7e763f8c6ae3985874e64f&id=aba6f049d2&e=d0875600e6
https://mesacounty.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=48b7e763f8c6ae3985874e64f&id=a104c88835&e=d0875600e6
https://mesacounty.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=48b7e763f8c6ae3985874e64f&id=dfdd9a8381&e=d0875600e6
https://mesacounty.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=48b7e763f8c6ae3985874e64f&id=8950ef127e&e=d0875600e6
https://mesacounty.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=48b7e763f8c6ae3985874e64f&id=7d179ba78d&e=d0875600e6
https://covid19.colorado.gov/for-coloradans/vaccine/where-can-i-get-vaccinated
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/collections/0afd8efd19034ec69fb6daef7bfd1bb0?item=5
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/FruitaCirculation


 
 

• Citizen Survey. A nearly final draft will be added to the Council Workshop packet Monday for 

the meeting on the 17th for Council to share thoughts and provide feedback to staff and our 

consultant. 

 

Engineering  

• Current Ash St. Project. Irrigation and sewer improvements are complete pending some City 
testing.  Concrete, sidewalk and curb and gutter are being installed.  Pavement will not occur 
until asphalt plants open, likely in mid-April.   

• Maple St. Project. Underground work begins this coming Monday.  The intersection at Maple 
and Aspen will be closed until contractors are out of that intersection, hopefully within a two-
week window.  Asphalt milling (in preparation for underground work) is complete as of this 
afternoon.   

• Highway 340 Roundabout Project. Construction and landscaping are progressing well on the 

roundabouts. Jeff Bates is working hard on the sculptures.  

 

Human Resources 

• The St. Mary’s Bloodmobile will in the Civic Center Parking lot and will be accepting blood 

donations on Tuesday, March 23, 2021 from 1:30 to 3:30 p.m.  This is by appointment only and 

masks are required.    To make your appointment please click here. 

 

Finance/City Clerk 

• City sales tax revenues continue to be robust with an 8% increase for January compared to the 

prior year.  On the upside, retail trade is up 20% from January 2020 and on the downside, oil 

and gas activity is down 92% from the prior year. 

• The monthly financial report that will be in the March 16 packet includes some new 

information.  Annual information on various utility billing statistics for 2017 through 2020 is 

attached as well as an aging report for utility billing receivables for February. 

• Municipal Election 2022. Over the next several months we will be looking into alternatives for 

tabulation and signature verifications for the City’s 2022 election as Mesa County will not be 

able to assist in the election process.  We will also reach out to other municipalities in the 

County to see if there are some collaborative solutions which will be of benefit to us all. 

• Municipal Code and Meeting Management. We are in the process of entering into an 

agreement with MuniCode for codification services for the Fruita Municipal Code and Agenda 

and Meeting Management software to streamline our processes and hope to have these 

solutions up and running in the next several months. 

 
Parks and Recreation  

• The Fruita Youth Action Council is accepting applications for the 2021/2022 School Year. 
Potential candidates need to be in 6th through 12th grade in the 2021/2022 school year. For 
information or to apply, they can go to www.fruita.org/FYAC.  

https://donor.stmarysbloodcenter.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/8613
http://www.fruita.org/FYAC


 
 

• New Special Event Application. The new online Special Event Application is now live on our 
website as well as a new Special Event Guidebook that should hopefully help event coordinators 
to plan events here in Fruita. The webform and guide can be found here. 

• Lap Swim at FCC. Starting March 22, the Fruita Community Center will no longer use Signup 
Genius for lap swim reservations. Lap swim rules will revert back to pre-pandemic rules of first 
come, first serve.  

 
Planning & Development  
To see active reviews of current projects, you may visit: https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-
development-projects  
 
Land Use Code Amendments:  

• Vested Right Code Amendment (Approved) 

• Development Agreements Code Amendment (Approved) 

• Zoning and Density Bonus Code Amendments. These Code Amendments are currently out for 
public comment and will be more formally noticed once public hearing dates are set.  

• Short Term Rental Code Amendments can be found as this page. 

• Parking Standards   

• Landscaping/ Irrigation Design Standards: The Fruita Planning Team has asked Design Workshop 
to work with their staff Landscape Architects to provide the City with suggestions for a more 
sustainable approach to irrigation usage within residential and commercial development 
proposals.  

• Design Standards: The links to the Code Amendments can be found at this page.   
 
Major/ Minor Subdivisions:      

• Dwell PUD Concept Plan (Approved)  

• Dwell PUD Preliminary Plan (Under Review)  

• Bradyville Minor Subdivision (Approved)  

• Grand Valley Estates 3 (Under Review)  
 
Site Design Review/ Other Applications:      

• Coloramo Site Design Review (333 W Aspen) (Completed and Open)  

• Monument Powder Coating (1596 Cipolla) (Under Construction)  

• Pediatric Dental Specialist (197 & 101 Jurassic) (Under Construction)  

• Sycamore St ROW Vacation (Approved)  

• Lithic Arts Building Site Design Review (Approved)  

• Skalla Annexation, Zoning, and Minor Subdivision (Under Review)  

• Grand Valley Estates 3, Zoning and Annexation (Approved)  

• Sunshine Short-Term Rental (Approved)  

• Bernal Short Term Rental (Approved) 

• Elm Street Short Term Rental (Approved) 
 
 
 

http://www.fruita.org/parksrec/webform/special-event-permit-application
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/zoning-and-density-bonus-land-use-code-amendments
https://www.fruita.org/sites/default/files/fileattachments/community_development/page/30006/str_amendments_-_website.pdf
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/parking-standards-land-use-code-amendments
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/design-standards-land-use-code-amendments


 
 

Police Department 

• The Police Department is working with Councilor Leonhart and some dedicated community 
members to explore options and strategies regarding feral cat populations in Fruita. Some of the 
initial prospects include partnering with local veterinarians and non-profit groups regarding 
trap/neuter/return strategies. More information to come as the details get fleshed out.  

 
Public Works 

• Completed a required Inflow & Infiltration report for the Wastewater Reclamation Facility.  

• Continue to cross-train staff on critical functions in various divisions.  

• CMU purchased and picked up 32 yards of biosolids this week.  

• The Fruita billboard lights have been installed and we are waiting on an advertisement cover to 
assess the lights.   

• Crack sealing City streets continues — streets that have been completed include Vermont Lane, 
Vermont Court, Middlebury Court, Ute Canyon Court, Wingate Drive and Red Canyon Avenue.  
Streets scheduled for crack sealing include Echo Canyon Street, Bonsai Avenue and Hickory 
Street.  

• Crews will start cleaning and burning ditches in the right-of-way next week.  

• City irrigation is set to be turned on April 5 & 6.  
 
 

FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  
• Report Says Bureau of Land Management mismanaged during Trump Presidency.  

• State lawmakers unveil $700 million bipartisan stimulus package. 

• Be sure to check out the current Spring edition of Spoke and Blossom to see an article on the 
Fruita Gondola company and a highlight of Fruita Middle School related to the Wellspring 
Project Grant obtained by our Arts & Culture Board.  

• Family Health West announces board officer and members.  

 
UPCOMING EVENTS (Please let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if 
multiple council members plan to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you when 
needed.):   

• Due to Public Health Orders in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, most events remain 
cancelled for the time being.    

• March 24, 2021 – Fruita Area Chamber of Commerce is hosting the Business toolbox: Navigating 
Workplace Conflict presented by BBSI from 12 -1 pm virtually. If interested in attending, email 
membership@fruitachamber.org.  

• April 16-18, 2021 - Desert Rats Festival hosted by Gemini Adventures. This includes trail running 
events: 50K, 26.2M, 13.1 M, 10K on the Kokopelli Trails. https://geminiadventures.com/. 

• April 22, 2021 – Fruita Chamber of Commerce Women’s Conference in the Country. For more 
information and registration click here.  

• May 1, 2021 - Adventurefest event at the 18 Road trails in North Fruita Desert hosted by Gemini 
Adventures. This includes a 13.1 run and a 50K mountain bike race. 
https://geminiadventures.com/. 

• May 22, 2021 - The Co2uT Desert Gravel Race in the Bookcliffs. https://www.desertgravel.com/.  

https://www.bicycleretailer.com/industry-news/2021/03/05/report-says-bureau-land-management-mismanaged-during-trump-presidency#.YEeTqGhKg2w
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/state-lawmakers-unveil-700-million-bipartisan-stimulus-package/article_482d4f74-81e9-11eb-a807-eb2e2996c3d7.html
https://thebusinesstimes.com/family-health-west-announces-board-officer-and-members/
mailto:membership@fruitachamber.org
https://geminiadventures.com/
https://files.constantcontact.com/4300a31f001/8f7652db-4795-41e8-b7c6-bfde6d37f9e0.pdf
https://geminiadventures.com/
https://www.desertgravel.com/


 
 

• Sept. 22-24, 2021 – The Colorado Municipal League will be holding the 2021 CML Annual 
conference in Westminster. More information is available at www.cml.org/conference. Please 
let Deputy City Clerk Deb Woods know if you are interested in attending. CML will also hold a 
virtual conference on Sept. 29-30.  

 
CC. Department Directors 
 
Do you have questions about anything in the Weekly Information Update? Please feel free to email us at 
communications@fruita.org. 
 

 

http://www.cml.org/conference
mailto:communications@fruita.org


 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 



 
 

 


