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Weekly Info Update 
To:              MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From:          MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date:            OCTOBER 9, 2020   

Re:            WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE   

  
Coronavirus Update  
Below are a few updates, but I would strongly encourage all to continue to follow 
www.fruita.org/covid19 for all updates we are posting. This also links to important 
Mesa County Public Health sources, as well as many others.  

• Clarification on Mask Order.  We received several questions about the current 
status of masks in Mesa County.  On Thursday, Mesa County Public Health provided 
additional clarification on this more on the "Protect our Neighbors" phase of the 
reopening. That release can be found here.  Currently, there are no changes to the 
mask requirement here in Fruita and Mesa County.  The release from MCPH states: 
"Cloth face coverings over the nose and mouth must be worn for interactions where 
physical distancing is not possible or when entering and moving throughout indoor 
public places. Face coverings can be removed while seated." There are a few 
exceptions to this, and those are that face coverings can be removed when exercising 
indoors, while seated at a dining establishment and place of worship, or while alone 
in an office or cubicle space.   

• Energize Colorado Accepting Applications.  Energize Colorado continues to 
accept applications for the Gap Fund, $25 million in loans and grants for small 
businesses.  More information can be found here.   

• Case Counts.  Mesa County Public Health Department continues to see an 
increase in the percentage of positives cases in Mesa County over the past two 
weeks (207 reported the 
last 14-days).  We 
continue to encourage 
social distancing and mask 
wearing when around 
others, those that are 
feeling sick or displaying 
symptoms to stay at home 
and get tested, and to 
keep it clean and wash 
those hands frequently.  
Thank you Fruita!  

http://www.fruita.org/covid19
https://health.mesacounty.us/protect-our-neighbors-emphasises-local-solutions-based-on-community-illness-levels/
https://energizecolorado.com/gap-fund/


 
 

Irrigation Water Shut Off  
Utility crews will start to shut down irrigation distribution systems on Monday, October 19, 2020.  It is 
expected that there will be water in canals for another week or so.  This date may differ if you live in an 
HOA community, but you can check with your HOA representative for shut off dates.   
 

General Updates 
• Waste Management Update.  In September, Fruita residents recycled 55 tons of bottles, cans, 

papers, and cardboard.  Full report is provided below.   

• City Link.  The Fall 2020 City Link should be arriving at homes and businesses soon.  If you have 
not received your City Link, it can be found here.   

• Ballots for November Election.  Ballots for the November election are being mailed out today! If 
you prefer to vote in person, the polling center at the Fruita Civic Center will be open October 
30 – November 3.  More information is available at the election’s website here.   

• Fruita Featured in Adventure Pro Magazine.  A great article on Fruita from award-winning 
travel journalist Morgan Tilton was published in Adventure Pro Magazine last week.  The article 
can be found here (starting on page 16).  She also wrote a nice snippet on Fruita at this blog 
post.   

• Fruita for Equality Questionnaire.  If you were unable to attend the Fruita for Equality event last 
month, participants answered several questions on the topics of equality, race, inclusivity, and 
diversity in Fruita.  If you want to participate in the exercise, the Fruita for Equality committee 
(comprised of members of the Fruita Rotary Club, Mesa County Public Library, and Lithic 
Bookstore & Gallery) created a digital version of the questionnaire.  That questionnaire can be 
found here.   

• Census Update.  Since we last reported on the Census, the deadline date to complete census has 
been extended until October 31, 2020.  More information can be found at the Census’s website 
here.   

• Ballot Issues Forum.  On Wednesday night, staff virtually attended the Fruita Chamber’s Ballot 
Issues forum held at the Community Center and heard from Mesa County Assessor Ken 
Brownlee on the Gallagher Ballot question, Commission Rose Pugliese on the National Popular 
Vote question, and Grand Junction Chamber Director Diane Schwenke on the Family Medical 
Leave question.  If interested, you can view the Chamber’s forum at this link. 

• RTPO Newsletter.  The Mesa County Regional Transportation and Planning Office has released 
its October newsletter.  October was a big month for the Mesa County RTPO, and the newsletter 
features articles on these projects and more.  You can view it here.  Also, of note from the 
newsletter, the GVT is currently participating in a branding and marketing review.  If you would 
like to share your thoughts on the rebranding of GVT, you can take this survey.  

• Fruita Roots.  Last week, Mayor Kincaid and I participated in the Fruita Chamber of Commerce 
monthly KAFM show Fruita Roots to discuss the Be Well, Be Fruita Campaign.  In case you 
missed it, you can find the interview at this link.   

 
Engineering 

• The 2020 Fruita Roundabout Project is out for bid with a Prebid meeting scheduled for this 

coming Tuesday and a bid opening on Friday October 16, 2020. 

https://www.fruita.org/sites/default/files/fileattachments/community/page/25441/fall-web_2020.pdf
https://clerk.mesacounty.us/elections/election-hub/
https://issuu.com/durangoherald/docs/adventureprofall2020is/16
https://sarahherron.com/blog-2/2020/10/1/5-incredible-fall-weather-road-trips
https://sarahherron.com/blog-2/2020/10/1/5-incredible-fall-weather-road-trips
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdmyIRrKu0tcUzZ3I7F402_mz47QXaPN6FcYsU6qNPHjtGLMA/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0&gxids=7757
https://2020census.gov/en.html
https://www.facebook.com/fruitachamber.co/videos/258466452181174
https://www.canva.com/design/DAEHPXJrJJo/lM4xD6kEmbK1AXNcyaynvw/view?utm_content=DAEHPXJrJJo&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=sharebutton
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/GVTlogos
https://fruitachamber.org/fruita-roots-podcast/


 
 

• The 2020 Concrete Grinding bids were opened this Friday with Precision Concrete Cutting 

submitting the only bid of $5,850.  

 
Parks and Recreation  

• Starting today, the stairs in the FCC are under repair and will be closed.  The stairs repair should 
be completed today but will need to remain closed until Monday to allow the glue to dry and 
firmly set.  In the meantime, the elevator will be used to access the fitness area in the FCC.  This 
was a planned capital improvement project for 2020. 

• We would like to once again thank all of those who came out last Saturday to support our local 
youth at the Youth Scholarship Golf Tournament.  We had 114 golfers and raised nearly $7,000 
to pay for youth to use the FCC and participate in programs who can’t necessarily afford it.  
Thanks again the Fruita Rotary for their title sponsorship! 

 
Planning & Development  
To see active reviews of current projects, you may visit: https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-
development-projects  
 
Land Use Code Amendments:  

• Vested Right Code Amendment (Approved) 

• Development Agreements Code Amendment  (Approved) 
 
Major/ Minor Subdivisions:      

• Dwell PUD Concept Plan (Approved)  

• Bradyville Minor Subdivision (Approved)  

• Cider Mills Preliminary Plan (Approved)  
 
Site Design Review/ Other Applications:      

• Coloramo Site Design Review (333 W Aspen) (Under Construction)  

• Monument Powder Coating (1596 Cipolla) (Under Construction)  

• Pediatric Dental Specialist (197 & 101 Jurassic) (Under Construction)  

• Sycamore St ROW Vacation (Approved)  

• Lithic Arts Building Site Design Review (Approved)  

 
Public Works 

• Road Crew spent three days crack sealing this week on streets in, and around, the area of the 

Vinter’s Farm Subdivision. Additional crack sealing is planned for this coming week in the 

northwest area of the City.  

• There was an irrigation main line break in Pine Street near Aspen Avenue on Thursday afternoon 

that flooded the road and required the system to be shut down. The irrigation outage is isolated 

to customers served from the Encanto Line between Ottley Ave. & Carolina Avenue. Crews were 

working to repair today and hope to have irrigation service as soon as possible. 

• Crews winterized the irrigation line from Enoch reservoir today and plan to shut down the 

remainder of the mountain water system next week. 

https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects


 
 

 

FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  
• Masks are still required, Mesa County in danger of losing variance.   

• 5 Incredible Fall Weather Road Trips.   

• COVID-19 numbers climb: how close is Mesa County to going backward?  

• Mesa County real estate sales accelerate. 

• State parks continue to see record crowds.  

• Ballots go out Friday.  

• Variance in place despite increase in COVID-19 cases.  

• Taking the Plunge: Construction proceeds on trail.  

• School district provides update on COVID-19 funds.  

• Your 2021 Trail Race Calendar.           

• Mesa County Public Health clears up confusion on local mask mandate. 

• Mesa County Health Department meets with the state to discuss COVID-19 policies.  
 

UPCOMING EVENTS (Please let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if 
multiple council members plan to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you when 
needed.):   

• Oct. 10 – Oct. 31 - Fruita Fall Farmer’s Market will be each Saturday beginning Oct. 10 from 9:00 
am – 12:30 pm at Reed Park during these dates.  

• October 24, 2020 – McInnis Canyon National Conservation Area 20-Year Celebration, Devils 
Canyon Trailhead – 1:00 p.m.   

• October 24, 2020 – Drive-Thru Truck N’ Treat, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Fruita City Shops (900 
Kiefer Avenue, Fruita Co) 

• October 30, 2020 – Trick or Treat Street, Downtown and Southside Fruita, 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

• Due to Public Health Orders in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, most events remain 
cancelled for the time being.    

 
CC. Department Directors 
Do you have questions about anything in the Weekly Information Update? Please feel free to email us at 
communications@fruita.org 

 
 
 
 

https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/masks-still-required-mesa-county-in-danger-of-losing-variance/article_72bd5996-09b2-11eb-8d24-a33df92403aa.html
https://sarahherron.com/blog-2/2020/10/1/5-incredible-fall-weather-road-trips
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/case-count-numbers-climb-how-close-is-mesa-county-to-going-backward/article_d0c68b58-04d9-11eb-a55d-ff5cb598dfc3.html
https://thebusinesstimes.com/mesa-county-real-estate-sales-accelerate/
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/state-parks-continue-to-see-record-crowds/article_cbe4b568-04db-11eb-9d65-4f6089487d35.html
https://www.kjct8.com/2020/10/07/ballots-go-out-friday/
https://thebusinesstimes.com/variance-in-place-despite-increase-in-covid-19-cases/
https://thebusinesstimes.com/taking-the-plunge-construction-proceeds-on-trail/
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/school-district-provides-update-on-covid-19-funds/article_fbdf6328-07ef-11eb-b262-c7131cbdad18.html
https://www.runnersworld.com/races-places/a34299964/trail-race-calendar/
https://www.kjct8.com/2020/10/08/mesa-county-public-health-clears-up-confusion-on-local-mask-mandate/
https://www.nbc11news.com/2020/10/09/mesa-county-health-department-meets-with-the-state-to-discuss-covid-19-policies/
mailto:communications@fruita.org


 
 

 
 



 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 



 
 

 


