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 Weekly Info Update 
To:   MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From:  MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date:            SEPTEMBER 4, 2020   

Re:            WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE   

  
City Offices will be closed on Monday, September 7, 2020 in observance of 
Labor Day.   
Trash and recycling services will be delayed one day.  We hope that you have a great 
holiday weekend!  
 
Tuesday’s Joint City Council/Planning Commission Meeting 
Tuesday’s joint meeting with the Planning Commission will be held virtually.  On the 
agenda is a discussion on short-term rentals and we will be joined by George Ruther, 
the Housing Director for the Town of Vail.   
 

Coronavirus Update  
Below are a few updates, but I would strongly encourage all to continue to follow 
www.fruita.org/covid19 for all updates we are posting. This also links to important 
Mesa County Public Health sources, as well as many others. 

• Outdoor Seating Spaces.  Construction began this week on the two outdoor 

seating spaces being created at N. Peach Street and N. Mullberry Street (from Aspen 

Avenue to the alley) in downtown Fruita.  All of the steel work for the string lights is 

installed and ready for electrical early next week. The furnishings and tent structures 

are in the process of being set up and installed. We are working towards creating 

public consumption areas within the two spaces. More to come on that in the next 

week.  

• Free Community Drive-Up Testing.  Mesa County Public Health now offers free 

COVID-19 testing without an appointment at the Mesa County Fairgrounds.  The 

community sampling site is open from Tuesday through Saturday from 8:00 a.m. to 

3:00 p.m. Pre-registration is recommended but not required, a link can be found 

here.   

• Labor Day Weekend.  Although we have made progress as a state to stop the 

spread of COVID-19, it is important this holiday weekend to remember that we can 

all do our part to continue this progress.  We continue to encourage people to stay at 

home and get tested if they are not feeling well, to avoid risky activities that could 

lead to exposure to the virus, to maintain social distancing of six feet, and to wear a 

mask when around others.  

http://www.fruita.org/covid19
https://health.mesacounty.us/covidtesting/


 
 

• Additional Event Cancellation.  This week, we were informed that the Rim Rock Run, the half 

marathon/marathon race which normally takes place in early November and ends at Circle Park, 

has been cancelled.  More information can be found at their website here.   

 
General Updates 

• Pine Gulch Fire Update.  Happy to report that there was little growth in the Pine Gulch Fire this 
week.  As of Friday morning, the fire is at 139,007 acres (an increase of only one acre this week) 
and is 87% contained.  Great work all the firefighters and personnel working on this fire! Small 
areas of heat still exist in the northwest side of the fire, and crews have begun working on 
assessing and repairing damage throughout the fire perimeter and interior.  As always, more 
information can be found at the Pine Gulch Fire Facebook page here or at the Mesa County 
Sherriff’s Office website at this link.   

• GJEP Industry Survey.  In July, the Grand Junction Economic Partnership partnered with 
Colorado Mesa University on a valley-wide survey to assess the economic impact of the COVID-
19 pandemic on the business community.  There were 276 responses to the survey, and the 
results can be found here.  Here are a few highlights from the survey: 

o 55-60% of Mesa County businesses report less than 25% loss due to the pandemic.  
o 13-15% report more than 75% loss – primarily food service and recreation businesses.  
o Access to internet/technology has not been a problem for local businesses to conduct 

online sales or remote work.   
o Regulatory relief was listed as the #1 way to help local business and 68% reported apply 

for and receiving the Payroll Protection Program (PPP) 
o Based upon the results, the report is forecasting only a 3% total job loss for Mesa 

County by the end of 2021.   
• Fruita for Equality Event.  Next week, Fruita for Equality is hosting an open house discussion on 

the topics of equality, race, and prejudice in the community.  This event is hosted by Mesa 
County Libraries, Lithic Bookstore, and the Fruita Rotary Club, and will be at 4:30 p.m. on 
Saturday, September 12, 2020 at the Civic Center Park.  The flyer can be found below.   

• Arts and Culture Board Update.  The Fruita Arts and Culture Board has set up a Facebook page 
for Fruita Sunday Potlucks.  If you are interested in participating, the page can be found here.  

• Supper on the Southside.  On September 19, 2020, the Fruita Chamber of Commerce is hosting 
the “Supper on the Southside Event,” at the Kokopelli Plaza.  Kokopelli Drive will be closed for 
live music and dining from the southside businesses.  For more information and to RSVP, you 
can visit their website here.   

• Congratulations to Public Works Director Ken Haley for finishing up his Master of Public 
Administration degree, and Fleet Manager Dave Wolfe for completing his Associates of Business 
Administration. Congrats!   

 

Administration  
• The City of Fruita is looking for citizen volunteers interested in serving on Boards and 

Commissions.   Provided below is a list of vacancies on Boards and Commissions that will be 
created through expiration of terms of current members for the 4th quarter of 2020.   Interested 
parties may apply to the City Clerk’s office. The application for Boards and Commissions is 
available at our website at this link.   

https://rimrockrun.grandjunctionsports.org/
http://facebook.com/pinegulchfireCO
https://sheriff.mesacounty.us/FireInformation/
https://www.gjep.org/uncategorized/2020-grand-valley-business-analysis/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/498684380828571/permalink/516136655750010/?__xts__%5b0%5d=68.ARC4tM9zwsxmOycdzyVNMrBbFjGjbkM_Qw9YHcofa0cjm3YdgDHD2VXSdrDBcnrZ0FtA7v4qtzjPK1C3OFZrHqV49e7H4bmEuTiHsgALXf8wR-YAXaY4hzoVrNm2YXWFpy-c5hm3sgGGzwt8WVMFBA83OEy2zeZmlCGZFA-djne1QvmD0RDpNszhs9ser2e3KZdp7ivlyK7cWSCZF75X8lhHXVAVWB2ln0SvKI8GRCnu7Ed6bS5VhqbY1xP0zHtWiF7kscvKdIUTUtwT4Diop53WdLEj0_BopbQ5b7ygWMaTuTCrynu3YHjPe0v6oL0JojqlY_cxUQfpWryj0ezNCA
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/supper-on-southside-session-1-tickets-117668974069
https://www.fruita.org/bc/page/application-serve-board-and-commission


 
 

 Marketing and Promotion 
• The application for Tourism and Special Event Funding for next year is now available.  In the 

past, this funding has helped events such as the Fruita Fat Tire Festival, Rim Rock Rodeo, Fruita 
Farmers Market, etc.  The deadline to submit the application is on Monday, September 21, 
2020.  More information on the program and the application can be found here. 

• Just in time for Labor Day weekend, the newest issue of the GoFruita newsletter is now available 
online here.  Included in this newsletter is a few of the storytelling videos that we are working 
on, one on Rim Rock Adventures and the other on the Wake Chicks at the Imondi Wake Zone.     

 
Parks and Recreation  

• Demo work continues on the indoor pool – it's a slow, tedious process of chipping away the old 
plaster.  More demo work will continue next week, and the tentative plan is to plaster the pool 
the week of 9/14 and re-open it on 9/21 

• Parks and Recreation distributed its first e-newsletter on Wednesday.  We plan to create and 
distribute the Parks and Recreation E—News every two weeks to provide our patrons current 
and up to date information on programs, activities, and facility news.  With this changing COVID 
environment, we feel we will be able to better communicate with our community in this 
manner.  You can view the first newsletter at this link and view future newsletters at our 
website here.   

• The latest numbers are in for the FCC.  We had a 40% visitation rate compared to last August 
2019 and this has climbed over the past several months.  As for pass revenue, the same can be 
said as we collected 51% of pass revenues compared to August of 2019.  While we would love to 
be normal, we are pleased that our visitation numbers are climbing in this COVID climate. 

 

 
 

https://www.fruita.org/tab/page/tourism-and-special-events-funding-application-fiscal-year-2021
https://us17.campaign-archive.com/?u=1035703e771450710ba863353&id=4f318eb161
https://mailchi.mp/e41b7e43ed96/the-latest-from-fruita-parks-and-recreation
https://www.fruita.org/prb/page/newsletters


 
 

Planning & Development  
To see active reviews of current projects, you may visit: https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-
development-projects  
  
Major/ Minor Subdivisions:      

• Dwell PUD Concept Plan (Approved)  

• Bradyville Minor Subdivision (Approved)  

• Cider Mills Preliminary Plan (Approved)  
 
Site Design Review/ Other Applications:      

• Coloramo Site Design Review (333 W Aspen) (Under Construction)  

• Monument Powder Coating (1596 Cipolla) (Approved)  

• Pediatric Dental Specialist (197 & 101 Jurassic) (Approved)  

• Sycamore St ROW Vacation (Approved)  

• Lithic Arts Building Site Design Review (Approved)  
 

Police Department  
• The 21st Judicial District Critical Incident Response Team (CIRT) is investigating an officer 

involved shooting that occurred in Loma on August 29th, involving Fruita police officers and 
MCSO deputies. 
 

Public Works 
• 307,500 linear feet of paint was applied to city streets this week as part of the annual street 

striping contract, which provides for improved safety and helps gives a fresh appearance. 

• The Colorado Department of Health & Environment issued a new wastewater discharge permit 
to the City of Fruita this week following a lengthy renewal process. The biggest changes in the 
new permit are the addition of new testing and monitoring requirements for wastewater 
treatment. The new permit includes compliance schedules for some of the new requirements 
that cannot be implemented immediately and will require further evaluation, but most all 
requirements will need to comply by the effective date of the permit on October 1, 2020. This 
permit will be effective for 5-years.   

 
FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  

• Rim Rock Run marathon cancelled.   

• Labor Day: The 3rd Deadliest Holiday for Drivers.   

• The recreation economy isn’t as resilient as we thought.  

• Fall open burning permits suspended.  

• School district discusses need for reassigning teachers to online learning.  

• Grand Valley Task Force addresses systemic bias.  

• Grand Valley Bike Month Selfie Contest is Underway.  

• Attempted armed auto theft in Fruita.  

• Energize Colorado Gap Fund.  

• New Changes for COVID-19 Testing in Mesa County.   

https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/rim-rock-run-marathon-canceled/article_2af7a9f8-ebc2-11ea-940c-b72fc7bcbf5a.html
https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/labor-day-the-3rd-deadliest-holiday-for-drivers/
https://www.outsideonline.com/2416295/outdoor-recreation-tourism-economy-covid
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/fall-open-burning-permits-suspended/article_d0689756-ecaa-11ea-8fc6-4ba2d9a5ebc7.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/school-district-discusses-need-for-reassigning-teachers-to-online-learning/article_65aa12f2-ec99-11ea-b582-0b4bc975adb9.html
https://www.nbc11news.com/2020/09/02/grand-valley-task-force-addresses-systemic-bias/
https://kool1079.com/grand-valley-bike-month-selfie-contest-is-underway/
https://www.nbc11news.com/2020/09/03/attempted-armed-auto-theft-in-fruita/
https://www.nbc11news.com/2020/09/02/energize-colorado-gap-fund/
https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/new-changes-for-covid-19-testing-in-mesa-county/


 
 

• How Mesa County Residents Can Set up Phone for Emergency Alerts.  

• County close on next variance level.  

• Go back to school with New Dimensions’ lifelong learning classes.               
 

UPCOMING EVENTS (Please let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if 
multiple council members plan to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you when 
needed.):   

• June 20 – Sept. 19 - Fruita Farmer’s Market will be every Saturday from 8:30 am – 12:00 pm at 
Reed Park during these dates.  

• September 19, 2020 – Supper on the Southside at Kokopelli Plaza – 5:00 p.m.  More info here.   

• October 3, 2020 – Fishing is Fun Day at Snooks Bottom, 8:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.   

• October 3, 2020 – Youth Scholarship Golf Tournament at Adobe Creek National Golf Course, 
1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.  

• Due to Public Health Orders in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, most events remain 
cancelled for the time being.    

 
CC. Department Directors 
Do you have questions about anything in the Weekly Information Update? Please feel free to email us at 
communications@fruita.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://kool1079.com/how-mesa-county-residents-can-set-up-phones-for-emergency-alerts/
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/county-close-on-next-variance-level/article_0c602e70-ee2e-11ea-b836-cba62a010b5d.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/entertainment/columns/go-back-to-school-with-new-dimensions-lifelong-learning-classes/article_5ab17a70-ebd1-11ea-9919-8bdfbac55bd4.html
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/supper-on-southside-session-1-tickets-117668974069
mailto:communications@fruita.org


 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 



 
 

 


