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 Weekly Info Update 

To:   MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From:  MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date:            MAY 8, 2020   

Re:   WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE   

  

Tuesday’s Planning Commission Meeting  
On Tuesday night, we will be holding our first virtual planning commission meeting.  
There is one item on the consent agenda and three public hearings items.  If anyone 
would like to a submit comment, please email Planning and Development at 
kmclean@fruita.org.  Attendees can provide a public comment during the meeting by 
raising their hand on the web program or by dialing *9 on the phone.  Full 
instructions on how to participate in the meeting as well as the agenda/packet can 
be found here.   
 

Coronavirus Update  
Below are a few updates, but I would strongly encourage all to continue to follow 
www.fruita.org/covid19 for all updates we are posting. This also links to important 
Mesa County Public Health sources, as well as many others.  

• Fruita Community Center Reopening Next Week - The Community Center 
(“FCC”) is scheduled to reopen next Monday (May 11, 2020).  In order to comply with 
regulations, set forth by both Mesa County Public Health and the Colorado 
Department of Public Health and Environment, there will be several policy and 
procedural changes being implemented to keep visitors and staff safe.  These 
changes are summarized below.  To view all changes, you can visit this link.   
o The FCC will be open for working out/exercise only.   All common areas, pool 
areas, locker rooms, and the Senior Center remain closed.   
o The FCC is moving to reduced hours.   
o All patrons are always required to wear a mask or facial covering, even while 
working out at the facility, even when exercising, per the Mesa County Public Health 
Order.   
o Patrons will be required to maintain a minimum distance of six feet from one 
another  
o All equipment will need to be disinfected after individual use.  Guests will be 
provided, upon checking in, a bottle of disinfectant to sanitize equipment.   
o The FCC has also created one-way entry and exit ways.  Guest must enter 
through the North Entrance and exit via the West entrance.   
o Guests and employees will be monitored for symptoms of COVID-19.  Anyone 
experiencing symptoms will not be allowed to use the facility.   

https://www.fruita.org/pc/page/planning-commission-meeting-43
http://www.fruita.org/covid19
https://www.fruita.org/parksrec/page/fruita-community-center-open-monday-may-11-click-here-details


 
 

o Only Mesa County residents can use the facility.  
o To ensure that participation does not exceed 30% capacity, guest will need to sign up for 

a work-out slot online for specific equipment.   
▪ Staff is using sign-up genius to coordinate the reservations of available 

equipment and areas.  Instructions on how to sign up can be found here.   
o Billing remains suspended for current memberships due to that the facility is opening in 

a limited capacity.  Guests who want to use the facility will need to purchase a punch 
pass for visits. These prices have been reduced and revised since the City Council 
meeting to better reflect limited use. The fees are as follows:  

▪ Current FCC pass member: $15 for 5 punches 
▪ Not a current FCC pass member: $25 for 5 punches 

o FCC staff also prepared a video on what to expect for the opening as a guest.  View the 
video here.   

• Sales Tax Deferral – This week, Governor Polis formalized the extension for March sales tax until 
May 20, 2020.  Fruita sales taxes are collected by the State, not directly by the City. Colorado 
retailers that are required to file a sales tax return and remit sales tax on April 20, 2020 may 
extend their filing and remittance deadline to May 20, 2020. This is a one-time extension of the 
April 20, 2020 filing and remittance deadline for state and state-administered sales taxes (which 
includes Fruita).  Click here to see all Colorado Department of Revenue updates. 

 
Fruita Small Business Emergency Assistance Fund Now Accepting Applications (cont’d)  
Applications became available and live on Wednesday, April 29th at 9am. At a special remote meeting on 
April 23, 2020, the Fruita City Council approved up to $60,000 in designated funds for economic 
development to create a loan fund for Fruita businesses that are facing financial hardships due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  This loan fund has been as established as the “Fruita Small Business Emergency 
Assistance Fund.”  Business in Fruita that have been impacted can apply for up to two months of 
operating costs or $3,000.  More information on the program can be found here, and the application to 
apply can be found at this link.   

 
General Updates 

• In April, Fruita residents recycled 46 tons of cans, bottles, paper, and cardboard.  The full report 
can be found below.   

• For those of you that were registered for the annual Colorado Municipal League (“CML”) 
conference in June, CML announced that the in-person event has been cancelled.  CML is 
working a virtual conference/training session later in year and we will keep you updated on this.   
More information can be found here.  

• The monthly variety show at the Cavalcade is going virtual tomorrow night! You can watch it 
here.   

• We had a great showing and participation on our Land Use Code Update committee virtual 
meeting Thursday. Thanks to all for participating and we look forward to the next conversation.  

• I was able to walk through the Community Center this week and very impressed with the 
organized effort to prepare the facility to open Monday in a limited capacity meeting the Mesa 
County Health Department Order that includes the variance from the state on fitness centers.  

https://www.fruita.org/sites/default/files/fileattachments/parks_and_recreation/page/26561/screen_shots_to_sign_up_genius_account_set_up.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PiYgSUlec0Q
https://www.colorado.gov/tax/COVID-19-Updates
https://www.fruita.org/citymanager/page/city-council-approves-fruita-small-business-emergency-assistance-fund
https://gjincubator.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Fruita-Small-Business-Emergency-Assistance-Fund-Application-FINAL.pdf
https://www.cml.org/conference
http://www.cavalcadefruita.com/


 
 

• We continue to coordinate with all our regional and statewide partners in our efforts to respond 
to COVID-19. 

 
Engineering  

• Quotes were requested for our miscellaneous concrete replacement program with Accurate 
Construction and Excavation Inc.  submitting the lowest bid at $13,300.   

 
Parks and Recreation 

• FCC staff continue to prepare for the 
reopening next week.  In addition to what 
is mentioned above, the exercise 
equipment is spaced out 15 feet, zones 
are outlined and marked for specific use, 
and each floor has disinfectant bottles for 
guests to use.  Here are a few pictures 
from the facility:   

 
 
   
 

 
Planning & Development  
To see active reviews of current projects, you may visit: https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-
development-projects  
  
Major/ Minor Subdivisions:      

• Dwell PUD Concept Plan  

• Bradyville Minor Subdivision  

https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects


 
 

• Cider Mills Preliminary Plan  

 

Site Design Review/ Other Applications:      

• Coloramo Site Design Review (333 W Aspen) 

• Monument Powder Coating (1596 Cipolla)  

• Pediatric Dental Specialist (197 & 101 Jurassic) 

• Sycamore St ROW Vacation  

• Lithic Arts Building Site Design Review 

 

Public Works 

• The City implemented a pilot ventilation system on the sewer system last fall near 15 ½ Road in 
the industrial park to mitigate high levels of H2S gas. The system has proven to be effective but 
this past week we have seen the levels start to climb again and we have received complaints 
about the odors. It does not appear that there any public health hazards but we are continuing 
to monitor and evaluate options to address the odors. 

• Road crews graded and applied dust suppression products to the dirt roads (19 Road, Greenway 
Dr., etc.) this week. 

• The City only received one bid for the conversion of a dump truck to a water truck, which was a 
budgeted capital item for this year. The proposal that was received came in over budget and did 
not meet the vehicle specifications. This purchase will be postponed for 2020 and reevaluated 
with the capital needs for the upcoming budget cycle. 

• The mountain water pipeline was turned on this week to start delivering water to Glade Park 
customers. Unfortunately, the pipeline was leaking in multiple spots and had to be shut down. 
The GPPWUA is scheduled to make some repairs over the weekend in hopes of turning the 
system back on next week. 

 
 

FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  
• Fruita Community Center to reopen on May 11 

• Fruita Community Center one of two allowed to reopen.   

• Farmers markets will be a different experience amid COVID-19 

• Parks looked toward reopening facilities.   

• Last day of remote learning for all D51 students is May 14th  

• Keep Calm and Carry-Out  

• Churches prepare for services under Mesa County’s safer-at home plans.   

• Mesa County Real Estate sales slow. 

• Mesa County Clerk and Recorder Office Reopens. 

• State issues protocols for graduations. 

• Colorado community testing site map.  

• Honor your health and our public lands.  

• Camping at Colorado State Parks and State Wildlife Areas will remain closed until further notice.       

• Canfield Bikes Supports Goggles for Docs. Sets Up Drop-Off Location in Fruita, Co  

https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/570295221.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/fruita-community-center-one-of-two-allowed-to-reopen/article_46b535d4-90b4-11ea-94f3-476e83f24572.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/farmers-markets-will-be-a-different-experience-amid-covid-19/article_f6de0c4a-8b2f-11ea-856b-ebaa95d00fdb.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/parks-looked-toward-reopening-facilities-perhaps-except-for-campsite-taken-by-owls/article_d7b92b44-8bd2-11ea-b29d-fb25dbf27d56.html
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/570112751.html
https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/keep-calm-and-carry-out/
https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/570161541.html
https://thebusinesstimes.com/mesa-county-real-estate-sales-slow/
https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Mesa-County-Clerk-and-Recorders-Office-Reopens-570193091.html
https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/State-issues-protocol-for-graduations-570193131.html
https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/570182081.html
https://beaconseniornews.com/middle-section/honor-your-health-and-our-public-lands/
https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Camping-at-Colorado-State-Parks-and-State-Wildlife-Areas-will-remain-Closed-until-Further-Notice-570236601.html
https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/canfield-bikes-supports-goggles-for-docs-sets-up-drop-off-location-in-fruita-co/


 
 

• May 6 COVID-19 County Briefing. 

• Pleased with loosened restrictions, county health looks to bolster COVID-19 testing. 

• Dry April dents snowpack, heightens drought. 

• Quick Picks: May is Grand Valley Bike Month; Photos for Mother's Day; Cavalcade's Monthly 
Variety Show goes online. 

• Lower Valley Fire election results in.       
 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS (Please let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if 
multiple council members plan to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you when 
needed.):   

• No upcoming events currently.    
 

CC. Department Directors 
 
Do you have questions about anything in the Weekly Information Update? Please feel free to email us at 
communications@fruita.org.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/may-6-covid-19-county-briefing/
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/pleased-with-loosened-restrictions-county-health-looks-to-bolster-covid-19-testing/article_dbf4a4a4-8fec-11ea-8509-cbb5b110deec.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/dry-april-dents-snowpack-heightens-drought/article_0852ce2a-8fb3-11ea-be0c-e73e4faa11c2.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/entertainment/quick_picks/quick-picks-may-is-grand-valley-bike-month-photos-for-mothers-day-cavalcades-monthly-variety/article_14bf599e-8eff-11ea-bf97-f3e06ccfe216.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/entertainment/quick_picks/quick-picks-may-is-grand-valley-bike-month-photos-for-mothers-day-cavalcades-monthly-variety/article_14bf599e-8eff-11ea-bf97-f3e06ccfe216.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/lower-valley-fire-election-results-in/article_8461920c-9090-11ea-981c-3f14a45fac2f.html
mailto:communications@fruita.org


 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 

 



 
 

 


