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 Weekly Info Update 

To:   MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From:  MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date:            APRIL 9, 2020    

Re:   WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE   

 
Staff will be off tomorrow, Friday April 10th, 2020 in observance of Good 
Friday.  Hope you have a good Easter weekend!  
 
2020 City of Fruita Municipal Election - Unofficial Results  
Unofficial results from the 2020 City of Fruita Municipal Election can be found here.  
Based upon these unofficial results, Joel Kincaid has been elected Mayor of the City 
of Fruita for a two-year term.  In the City Council race, Heather O’Brien, Ken Kreie, 
and Matthew Breman have been elected to the Fruita City Council for four-year 
terms.  The change of City Council is scheduled to take place on April 21, 2020, during 
a City Council meeting. The meeting will begin with old business the current City 
Council considers, followed by the farewell of Council Members Dave Karisny and 
Amanda Ewing, whose terms were completed and who both chose not to run again. 
Then Mayor Kincaid and Council members Matthew Breman, Ken Kreie, and Heather 
O’Brien will take the oath of office to begin their new terms and considering new 
business on the City Council agenda that night. Referred Issue A, concerning an 
increase to the Fruita lodging tax, was approved by the Fruita voters by a margin of 
60% in favor to 39% opposed (with 1% not voting).  This takes effect January 1, 2021. 
Info on the measure is found at the link above.  
 

Coronavirus Update  
Below are a few updates, but I would strongly encourage all to continue to 
follow www.fruita.org/covid19 for all updates we are posting. This also links 
to important Mesa County Public Health sources, as well as many others.  

• Unified Mesa County Incident Management Response Team. The City of 
Fruita is working with the other jurisdictions in the County in a coordinated effort 
during this response. This week we began updates to the entire valley every Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday at 11a.m. streamed live on the Mesa County Public Health 
Department Facebook page.  
• Mesa County Cases - Mesa County Public Health Department updates daily the 
current counts for cases in our area. As of April 8, 2020, there are 32 confirmed 
cases, eight of which have unknown sources and seven cases under investigation of 

https://www.fruita.org/administration/page/unofficial-results-2020-municipal-election
http://www.fruita.org/covid19


 
 

source. For the full update, the Community Impact dashboard, and the COVID-19 symptom 
dashboard, please visit this page. 

• Wearing Non-Medical Masks – Governor Polis and the Mesa County Department of Public 
Health continue to recommend that the public wear non-medical face masks when participating 
in essential activities.  Important to note that this is less about protecting ourselves, but about 
not spreading the virus if we do not know if we have it yet—this is how it is spreading in many 
cases. If you are wearing a mask and are asymptomatic, you may be preventing yourself from 
spreading the disease.  Information on face masks, including how to make one out of old 
clothing and how to wash the mask, can be found at the FAQs here.  The Colorado Department 
of Public Health and Environment recommends the following when wearing a non-medical 
mask:  

o Cloth cover should be clean and in good condition. 
o Stay tight, but comfortable in the face. 
o Be tight so you don't have to adjust it. 
o Include several layers of fabric. 
o Allow breathing without restriction. 
o Allow machine washing and drying 

• Stay at Home Order Extended – At a press conference on Monday night, Governor Polis 
announced that the Stay at Home Order has been extended until April 26, 2020.  The full 
conference and more information can be found at this link.  

• Sales Tax Deferral - Fruita sales taxes are collected by the State, not directly by the City. 
Colorado retailers that are required to file a sales tax return and remit sales tax on April 20, 2020 
may extend their filing and remittance deadline to May 20, 2020. This is a one-time extension of 
the April 20, 2020 filing and remittance deadline for state and state-administered sales taxes 
(which includes Fruita).  

• Fruita Community Center Billing Update – FCC members, we hope that you are staying well and 
healthy during this time.  In accordance with Governor Polis’s Public Health Order 20-22, the 
Fruita Community Center is scheduled to remain closed through April 30th. Regarding billing 
during this closure, if you have an existing membership at the Fruita Community Center, we will 
not be automatically debiting bank accounts or charging credit cards on April 15, just as we did 
not bill in March. If you have a have prepaid 3-month or 12-month membership to the FCC, your 
membership expiration date will be extended to reflect the length of the closure.  We are 
hopeful that the Fruita Community Center will reopen in the near future, and when it does, you 
will be notified that automatic billing will be reinstated.   

• Grrretta Uses Cloth Facemask - Grrretta was busy this week working protect herself from 
COVID-19.  Thanks to the Fruita Arts and Culture Board for the mask, and the Fruita Chamber for 
the picture!  And thank you to ‘Angels Sign Company’ who happened to be in the area and 
helped Grrreta put on her mask with their bucket truck.  It seems Angels appear when 

needed      (pictures below) 
 
 

https://health.mesacounty.us/covid19/
https://health.mesacounty.us/covid19/#1582774404790-5e2b6b2c-d7c9
https://www.cpr.org/2020/04/06/watch-gov-jared-polis-colorado-coronavirus-statewide-address/


 
 

 
 
 

 



 
 

Drive Thru Easter Egg Hunt  
On Wednesday afternoon, the Fruita Community Center hosted its first ever “Drive Thru” Easter Egg 
Hunt.  Families with young children were able to come through the drive thru and pick up a bag of filled 
Easter eggs to be hidden later.  The event went really well, and we estimate that we gave out over 8,000 
eggs! Staff remained properly spaced out and utilized gloves and masks.  
 
 

 
 

General Updates 

• In March 2020, Fruita residents recycled 46 tons of cans, bottles, paper, and cardboard.  Full 
report can be found below.   

• The Mesa County Federal Mineral Lease District rescheduled their Board meeting to consider 
awarding Spring grants to their May 20 meeting. This is the grant we applied for to repair the rail 
crossing at 16 Rd into the business park.  

• The Colorado Riverfront Concert series has been postponed until the end of summer/early fall.  
The committee will keep us up to date on any changes.   

• The Fruita Area Chamber of Commerce has extended the 2020 College Scholarship application 
deadline to April 30, 2020.  There are three scholarship opportunities for seniors that live in the 
Fruita area or attend Fruita Monument High School.  You can view more information at this link. 

• Tomorrow night, the Fruita Cavalcade will be hosting its first ever virtual Variety Night! It will be 
hosted on the Cavalcade’s Facebook page, and more details can be found here.   

https://fruitachamber.org/scholarships/
https://www.facebook.com/events/664251521000929/


 
 

• Canyon West Worship Center will be distributing food to anyone in need this Saturday, April 
11th, from 9-11 a.m. at the Kokopelli Plaza in Fruita.   

 
Engineering  

• The Big Salt Wash Trail is closed for repairs from April 8, 2020 through the end of the week of 
April 17, 2020.   

 
Parks and Recreation 

• The Girls on the Run 5K that is scheduled for May 2, 2020 will be held virtually.  For more 
information, you view their website here. 

 

Planning & Development  
To see active reviews of current projects, you may visit: https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-
development-projects  
  
Major/ Minor Subdivisions:      

• Dwell PUD Concept Plan  

• Bradyville Minor Subdivision  

• Cider Mills Preliminary Plan  

 

Site Design Review/ Other Applications:      

• Coloramo Site Design Review (333 W Aspen) 

• Monument Powder Coating (1596 Cipolla)  

• Pediatric Dental Specialist (197 & 101 Jurassic) 

• Sycamore St ROW Vacation  

• Lithic Arts Building Site Design Review 

 

Public Works 

• City irrigation systems will be turned on starting on Monday. All City irrigation customers should 
have water by Wednesday April 15th.  

• There has been noticeably less wipes and trash in the sewer system over the past couple of 
weeks, which may be a result of messaging pushed out in March. Thanks to residents as this 
makes our job easier.  

• We received a number of applications for the open WW Operator position and are completing a 
first review of applicants with the intent of setting up virtual interviews in the coming weeks. 
Even though we are continuing to prioritize this as a critical position to fill, the hire date will not 
occur until after the Stay-At-Home order has expired.  

 
FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  

• Fruita passes lodging tax increase, Palisade elects Mikolai as mayor.   

• Unofficial Results of the 2020 City of Fruita Municipal Election.   

https://www.gotrwesterncolorado.org/5K-fruita
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/fruita-passes-lodging-tax-increase-palisade-elects-mikolai-as-mayor/article_cec59dbe-78e6-11ea-8214-c3970cab6d21.html
https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/unofficial-results-of-the-2020-city-of-fruita-municipal-election/


 
 

• Montrose, Palisade, and Fruita 2020 Election results.   

• Colorado National Monument Temporarily Closes Cold Shivers Overlook.   

• Resources available during stay-at-home period.  

• Polis: ‘This is not a vacation’  

• Municipal elections still on for April 7th. 

• Towns taking precautions as they move forward with elections.    

• District 51’s Emergency Meal program valuable amid COVID019 crisis.  

• COTREX App: discover local trails and closures.  

• County parks open, for the most part.   

• Governor Polis takes further action to address COVID-19. 

• Mesa County combines forces with cities in response to COVID-19.      

• District 51: no final decision on semester has been made.  

• Rescue teams stay busy during crisis.  

• Grand Junction BLM seeing increase in illegal dumping.  

• Forest imposes fire restrictions due to pandemic.  

• MCPH pleas with community members to follow guidelines. 

• Chamber surveys track outbreak effects.     

• Fruita retailer coordinates mask production for local hospitals.                  

 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS (Please let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if 
multiple council members plan to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you when 
needed.):   

• May 6, 2020 - Bike to Work Day, 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m., at Civic Center or Heritage Park. 

• May 29, 2020 – May 30, 2020 – Mike the Headless Chicken Festival, Downtown Fruita.   

• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website or at this link.  
 
CC. Department Directors 
 
Do you have questions about anything in the Weekly Information Update? Please feel free to email us at 
communications@fruita.org.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/569469631.html
https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/colorado-national-monument-temporarily-closes-cold-shivers-overlook/
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/resources-available-during-stay-at-home-period/article_060aa030-73a1-11ea-8540-27b1b7dfa8ec.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/polis-this-is-not-a-vacation/article_7f024cc0-75f6-11ea-bb8d-c3cf10665350.html
https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/569370021.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/towns-taking-precautions-as-they-move-forward-with-elections/article_797d01f2-7824-11ea-84b1-d74ca59539f3.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/district-51s-emergency-meal-program-valuable-amid-covid-19-crisis/article_b15b8da6-7698-11ea-b6c3-6f408a8d2e9d.html
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/569406971.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/county-parks-open-for-the-most-part/article_4ea01904-7826-11ea-9d08-3b47bae05446.html
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/569434461.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/mesa-county-combines-forces-with-cities-in-response-to-covid-19/article_58e7ae6a-7824-11ea-bf54-7bdcf5dbe41a.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/district-51-no-final-decision-on-semester-has-been-made/article_0881d6ec-7939-11ea-a419-ff275662308a.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/rescue-teams-stay-busy-during-crisis/article_56b5299e-7840-11ea-81c8-27d18923bc95.html
https://kool1079.com/grand-junction-blm-seeing-increase-in-illegal-dumping/
https://www.gjsentinel.com/breaking/forest-imposes-fire-restrictions-due-to-pandemic/article_b7d1de5c-79f3-11ea-a8cb-5baa9a64e927.html
https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/mcph-pleas-with-community-members-to-follow-guidelines/
https://thebusinesstimes.com/chamber-surveys-track-outbreak-effects/
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/Fruita-retailer-coordinates-mask-production-for-local-hospitals--569495441.html
http://www.fruita.org/calendar
mailto:communications@fruita.org


 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 


