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 Weekly Info Update 

To:   MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From:  MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date:            APRIL 3, 2020    

Re:   WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE   

 
2020 City of Fruita Municipal Election   
Fruita’s Municipal Election is still on schedule with no changes, since it was originally 
scheduled to be a mail-in or drop box election anyway. Completed ballots can be 
dropped off at the drive-thru election drop box in the east parking lot of the Fruita 
Civic Center until 7:00 p.m. April 7th. If people choose to mail in their ballot with the 
prepaid envelope, it must be received by or on Tuesday’s (April 7) mail so we would 
recommend dropping off in the drop box at this point. If people have questions, they 
may call our office 970-858-3663 M-F 8am-5pm. As of Thursday, April 2, Fruita voters 
have returned 2,148 ballots.  This represents 26% of the ballots mailed out.   
 

Coronavirus Update  
• Wearing non-medical masks. Governor Polis recommends all Coloradans where 
non-medical face coverings when in public. The Governor said, “About 25% to 50% of 
people (with COVID-19) are asymptomatic. If you are wearing a mask, you may be 
preventing yourself from spreading it, even if you don’t know you have it.” He 
referred people to https://www.coloradomaskproject.com/ for more info on non-
medical masks, which can be “anything that covers your nose and mouth without 
getting in the way of your breathing.” 

• Webinar on CARES Act and other COVID-19 legislation. City Attorney Paul 
Wisor and I hosted a webinar on the CARES Act (the new federal stimulus bill) and 
other COVID-19 legislation on Thursday directed to employers and employees in our 
area.  We had a great turnout of 17 zoom attendees and many on Facebook live or 
who continue to view it on Facebook. We appreciated the questions from viewers. If 
you missed it, view the webinar on our City of Fruita Facebook page or on YouTube 
here. Thanks to Paul for putting this together!  

• Businesses seeking CARES Act Relief should talk with their lender ASAP and go 
to https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options to apply 
for COVID-19 related relief that includes applicable forgivable loans.  

• City YouTube Channel. Speaking of our YouTube channel, we have been 
uploading all COVID-19 video updates to the Fruita TV channel. If you’ve missed any 
or are not on social media, you may view them all here.  More scheduled through the 
weekend and next week.  

https://www.coloradomaskproject.com/
https://youtu.be/8jpJh69Kfrk
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCmeivn6IUGrqNC3vQiBjG0g


 
 

• Local Coordination. We continue to coordinate regularly with the Mesa County Public Health 
Department, state agencies, Mesa County Economic Development First Responders, other 
governmental jurisdictions in the county and throughout the state, public land managers and 
local law enforcement agencies.  

• Mesa County Public Health Updates. Please refer daily to the updates here. For all summaries 
and info: health.mesacounty.us/covid19.  Today’s update will be out shortly. But as of 
yesterday, Mesa County has 18 positive cases, with only 2 cases with unknown sources and 2 
pending.  

• Current, Key Messaging.  
o Stay at home, with exception of essential, approved activities.  
o Visitors, stay home! 
o Social distancing is very important to limit spread and avoid overloading healthcare 

system for all those in need of critical healthcare.  
o Do your part to keep our public lands open. Spread out, take out trash, obey rules of 

public lands, don’t congregate and don’t test your skills—be safe.  
o Safely check on neighbors.  

• Mesa County Public Health Hotline. Remember that if you receive from the public or have 
questions, concerns or requests related to the Governor’s Stay at Home Order or other public 
health related matters, please direct them to the Mesa County Public Health Hotline at (970) 
683-2300. They are set up with a call center trained to handle these calls. When someone 
reports a possible violation, they first contact the reported party and educate, determine next 
steps, and if necessary involve local law enforcement. Mesa County also officially requested the 
Governor amend the Stay at Home Order to more directly address Coloradans not travel out of 
their home area to recreate.  

• Bipartisan letter from CO Senators Bennet and Gardner. As you are aware, the CARES Act does 
not provide local government aid related to COVID-19 loss of revenue or expenses unless over 
500,000 in population. See letter below from our Colorado Senators urging fair relief for small 
and rural governments. 

• Temporary Furlough and Unemployment Assistance for part time recreation and community 
center staff. With the closure of the Community Center March 15, we have just over 100 part 
time employees who work as lifeguards, front desk staff and many other roles in various 
recreation functions as well. With no revenue coming in we are not able to continue paying 
every two weeks for these positions during the closure. As we worked the end of last week into 
this week with the City Attorney County to understand both what is best for the City and the 
employees, we determined it best to furlough (lay-off with job attached) to enable them to 
apply for and obtain unemployment insurance (with additional $600/week COVID pay) and have 
the ability to quickly begin work again with us when these services resume in future. Full time 
staff are called each of these people and we provided a follow-up letter with explanations, FAQ, 
and all the information they individually need to apply. We also coordinated with the County to 
host a webinar for them for any questions. Each of these employees received a check Friday for 
hours worked one week, and hours scheduled, but unworked the following week. They will also 
receive a check April 9, for the current payroll based on average hours. This should help them 
transition. This was received with much understanding and kind words. We can’t wait to bring 
them back on and resume normal operations. This does not impact all full time and other 
employees in other city departments.   

https://docs.google.com/document/d/e/2PACX-1vQAPHk6MoKQiUQhxh86Hc59reM8PUAJ1KTIPF7cT2SCU4GxrBSb3RJ8EaJy8Q57tnBeWw0lo0Hu7U87/pub
http://health.mesacounty.us/covid19


 
 

• School District 51 extended at home learning through April 30 in response to Governor.  

• Third update to Governor’s Stay at Home Order is found here, which further clarifies and 
defines essential services.  

• Governor’s Orders are found at https://www.colorado.gov/governor/2020-executive-orders.  
 

General Updates 

• Even with the closures, business continues at the Civic Center as Planning and Development 
issued 56 planning clearances and 14 new residential build permits last month.  There were no 
code enforcement issues.  The full monthly development report can be found below.  

• Even in the midst of all this, we were able to talk on the phone or video conference to previous 
prospective businesses that are checking in and exploring options.  

• The newest edition of the GoFruita newsletter is out know.  To view it, click here. 

 
Engineering  

• The 2020 K.4 Road Improvements Project bid opening was conducted virtually Friday afternoon.  
There were 6 bids submitted with MA Concrete Construction, Inc. submitting the lowest 
responsive bid with a bid amount of $ 396,933.16, which is below our budgeted amount. 

• Concrete is completed on the 16 Road Extension of the Kokopelli Trail.  Shouldering work will 
take place in the coming weeks.  

 
Parks and Recreation 

• We are disappointed that some playground and park restroom facilities at Reed Park were hit 
with graffiti this week.  A report is in with law enforcement and the graffiti was cleaned up as 
best as possible. 

• The project to convert all lighting to LED at the Fruita Community Center is in progress and 
should be finished up within the next one to two weeks. 

• Parks staff continues to prepare for the spring and has been applying pre-emergent in parks and 
along trails.  Please note that our spray has a yellow or blue dye and we also flag the areas 
where we have sprayed.  Fertilization and aeration of turf has also begun and staff is preparing 
for irrigation when it is turned on in the next couple of weeks. 

 
Planning & Development  
To see active reviews of current projects, you may visit: https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-
development-projects  
  
Major/ Minor Subdivisions:      

• Dwell PUD Concept Plan  

• Bradyville Minor Subdivision  

• Cider Mills Preliminary Plan  

 

Site Design Review/ Other Applications:      

• Coloramo Site Design Review (333 W Aspen) 

https://health.mesacounty.us/wp-content/uploads/Third-Updated-Public-Health-Order-Authorized-Business.pdf
https://www.colorado.gov/governor/2020-executive-orders
https://us17.campaign-archive.com/?u=1035703e771450710ba863353&id=c97c7e6b81
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects


 
 

• Monument Powder Coating (1596 Cipolla)  

• Pediatric Dental Specialist (197 & 101 Jurassic) 

• Sycamore St ROW Vacation  

• Lithic Arts Building Site Design Review 

 

Public Works 

• Irrigation systems will be turned on the week of April 13th.  

 
FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  

• Coronavirus In Colorado: Governor asks everyone to wear masks. 

• County commissioners to declare ‘economic emergency’.  

• COVID-19 Briefs: State sends COVID-19 testing kits.  

• BLM hiking N. Fruita camping fees in prelude to adding 150 sites there.   

• Mesa County jobless rate steady in February but increases expected.  

• Sports commission juggling schedule, looking to 2021.  

• Commissioners approve economic disaster declaration. 

• Health and Human Services programs still available, despite office closures. 

• Mountain lion management plan sets goals for west Colorado. 

• Missing the gym? Here’s a list of local, virtual workouts. 

• Mind Springs COVID-19 mental healt support line.  

• CPW extends expiration dates on State park passes and registration.  

• CPW: Hunting and fishing seasons are not canceled.   

• Mesa County Sheriff Says We Can Do Better.       

• District 51 school closure extended through April 30.  

• Headed outside? Land managers warn to practice social distancing while recreating.     

• #StayTheBleepHome.         

• Don’t keep tasty food at a social distance.  Here are our favorite spots.  

• Coronavirus Cancelled Pickin’ Peggy Malone’s Nursing Homes Shows So Now The ‘Bathroom 
Balladeer” Rides to the Rescue.         

 
UPCOMING EVENTS (Please let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if 
multiple council members plan to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you when 
needed.):   

• April 18, 2020 – Youth Scholarship Golf Tournament, Adobe Creek Golf Course at 9:00 a.m.  

• May 2, 2020 – Girls on the Run 5K at 9:00 a.m. at the Fruita Community Center   

• May 6, 2020 - Bike to Work Day, 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m., at Civic Center or Heritage Park. 

• May 29, 2020 – May 30, 2020 – Mike the Headless Chicken Festival, Downtown Fruita.   

• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website or at this link.  
 
CC. Department Directors 
 

https://denver.cbslocal.com/2020/04/03/coronavirus-masks-colorado-governor-asks-everyone-wear/
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/county-commissioners-to-declare-economic-emergency/article_3fc4274e-6f76-11ea-a3ed-9fa3e7e27ff3.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/covid--briefs-state-sends-covid--testing-kits/article_ebb94aa4-6f7e-11ea-9e99-d73513aa0738.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/blm-hiking-n-fruita-camping-fees-in-prelude-to-adding-150-sites-there/article_f9f5ef50-736b-11ea-bebd-37a301c162d2.html
https://thebusinesstimes.com/mesa-county-jobless-rate-steady-in-february-but-increases-expected/
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/sports-commission-juggling-schedule-looking-to/article_507a5b9a-6edf-11ea-9cac-57a3ca317511.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/commissioners-approve-economic-disaster-declaration/article_e9ece9ac-72a2-11ea-88ab-7724a35a30be.html
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/health-and-human-services-programs-still-available-despite-office-closure/article_c80b2604-72a3-11ea-8286-9ff3edac38a0.html&ct=ga&cd=CAEYACoTMjE1NjI5ODk5NDEwMDc4NzExNTIaMTQ5ZDZiMmU5YmEyMWFhMzpjb206ZW46VVM&usg=AFQjCNHws0FesX1ak1eQ1Af0XrD7ffq1lA
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/colorado/mountain-lion-management-plan-sets-goals-for-west-colorado/article_7d198de5-981b-5016-beac-8b6755cb8429.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/missing-the-gym-here-s-a-listing-of-local-virtual/article_e6d19bd4-72aa-11ea-a02d-735453196461.html
https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/mind-springs-covid-19-mental-health-support-line/
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/569279651.html
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/569301251.html
https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/mesa-county-sheriff-says-we-can-do-better/
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/569303961.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/land-managers-warn-to-practice-social-distancing-while-recreating/article_9bf9f5fa-7464-11ea-8e23-5b46f59b6310.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/opinion/editorials/staythebleephome/article_62d69dc4-7472-11ea-8152-e7d2ba20ee71.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/entertainment/columns/dont-keep-tasty-food-at-a-social-distance-here-are-our-favorite-spots/article_de946872-7370-11ea-bcc3-cf4d112ccce8.html
https://www.cpr.org/2020/04/03/coronavirus-canceled-pickin-peggy-malones-nursing-homes-shows-so-now-the-bathroom-balladeer-rides-to-the-rescue/
https://www.cpr.org/2020/04/03/coronavirus-canceled-pickin-peggy-malones-nursing-homes-shows-so-now-the-bathroom-balladeer-rides-to-the-rescue/
http://www.fruita.org/calendar


 
 

Do you have questions about anything in the Weekly Information Update? Please feel free to email us at 
communications@fruita.org.  
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