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 Weekly Info Update 

To:   MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From:  MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date:  MARCH 6, 2020   

Re:   WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE   

 
Fruita—Best Kid-Friendly Outdoor Destination: Elevation Outdoors Best of 
the Rockies 
The 2020 Elevation Outdoors Best of the Rockies Magazine is now out, and it is true, 
Fruita came up big! Fruita was voted the Best Kid Friendly Outdoor Destination, and 
is home to the best mountain bike ride, Horsethief Bench.  Our local businesses also 
won many categories! Here is a full list of winners and runners up, and you can view 
the full issue here.  
 
-Copper Club - Best Brewery  
-Hot Tomato – Best Restaurant  
-Bestslope Coffee - Best Coffee Shop  
-Over the Edge, Fruita – Best Bike Shop  
-Big Mikes Pork N Wings – Best Food Truck  
-Thrive Yoga – Best Yoga Studio  
-Colorado National Monument – Runner 
up for Best Road Ride  
-Rim Rock Marathon – Runner up for Best 
Running Race  
-Rimrock Adventures – Runner up for Best 
Whitewater Guide Company  
-Colorado Backcountry Biker – Nominated 
for Best Bike Guide Company  
-Imondi Wake Zone – Nominated for Best 
Adventure Bike  

 
 
Red Cliffs Clean Up Project  
This past weekend, hundreds of members from the Victory Life Church and City staff 
participated in a neighborhood clean-up project at Red Cliffs Mobile Home Park.  
Code Compliance Officer David Oliver and Building Maintenance Supervisor Todd 
Patton, arranged for several dumpsters to be used for trash disposal, and provided a 
dump-truck for hazardous waste and television disposal.  There was a massive 

https://www.elevationoutdoors.com/go-outside/best-of-the-rockies-2/


 
 

turnout by Victory Life Church Volunteers, and they cleaned up yards, trimmed trees, raked leaves, and 
generally helped residents clean up properties.  Contractors from the church also provided 8 other 
dumpsters, front-end loaders, bobcats, forklifts, new swamp cooler covers, carpet steam cleaner 
services, and even built fences and decks for residents.  Staff estimates that were at least 250 volunteers 
at Red Cliff, and over 700 doing projects throughout the valley.  Great job Victory Life Church! The news 
story can be found at this link.   
 

   
 
Art Stroll – An Evening of Art in Fruita is this Saturday  
Tomorrow night, Saturday March 7th, 2020 from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m., is hosting The Art Stroll at the Fruita 
Community Center.  The Art Stroll is an Evening of Art: the art of music, the art of taste, and the art of 
creativity.  Participants will be sample local wine and craft beer, light appetizers, sweets, entertainment, 
local artists, and bid on silent auction items.  We will also be presenting the proposed plan for the 
roundabout projects to get feedback from the public. Tickets can be purchased at 970tix.com or at the 
door.  The full flyer is provided below.    

 
School District #51 Votes on Boundaries for Fruita Elementary Schools  
On Tuesday, the School District #51 Board voted in favor of scenario two for the Fruita elementary 
school boundaries.  Scenario two is:  Placing a boundary along Ottley Avenue/K Road and having 
students who live east of the Shelledy Elementary boundary and north of Ottley attend Monument 
Ridge and having students who live east of the Shelledy boundary and south of Ottley attend Rim Rock 
Elementary, plus 60 children who live south of I-70 in Fruita would go to Shelledy Elementary instead of 
Loma Elementary. Under this scenario, projected 2020-21 enrollment would be 476 for Appleton, 260 
for Loma, 345 for Monument Ridge, 345 for Rim Rock, and 475 for Shelledy. Full news story and map can 
be found here. 
 

General Updates 

• Following City Council approval Tuesday night, today we have submitted the Mesa County 
Federal Mineral Lease District grant to improve the Railroad crossing at 16 Rd. Presentation to 
the board will be next week.  

https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/700-volunteers-from-Victory-Life-Church-serve-around-town--568377691.html
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/School-board-votes-for-scenario-two-for-Fruita-elementary-boundaries-568471811.html


 
 

• We are monitoring and preparing for possible levels of responses to the COVID-19 virus for City 
operations and will stay connected with weekly updates with the Mesa County Health 
Department. 

• The Spring 2020 City Link is complete and should be arriving at homes and businesses early next 
week.  We will also be posting it online and sending out the link then as well.   

•  In February, Fruita residents recycled 46 tons of cans, bottles, paper, and cardboard.  The full 
report can be found below.  Great job, Fruita!  

• The Grand Junction Economic Partnership has announced that the 2020 Western Colorado 
Economic Summit will take place on Friday, April 24, 2020 at Colorado Mesa University (CMU).  
For more information, you can visit GJEP’s website here.  If you’re interested in attending, 
please let Deb know.   

• The Mesa County Economic Update from CMU for the first quarter of this year is now available 
and can be found here.   A few highlights from the report, Mesa County GDP continues to grow 
at a strong rate (4.7%), and Dr. Nathan Perry is forecasting that the economic growth will 
continue but at a slower rate for this year.   

• Also, this weekend, the Fruita Historic Preservation Board, along with several other 
organizations, is sponsoring the “Celebrating 127 Years of Women’s Right to Vote in Colorado” 
program at the Lithic Bookstore downtown.  That flyer also be found below.   

• We appreciate the Chamber and candidates for Mayor and City Council hosting and participating 
in the Candidate Forum last night. 

• Just prior to the forum, we had a good turnout for our Bike with the City Manager on Thursday 
afternoon.  The group discussed our partnerships, current planning efforts, and economic 
development.  It was a great discussion, and also, spring-like weather conditions! Thank you to 
all that came and rode with us.   

 
  
Administration/Finance  

• Preparation for the municipal election is underway. We will be assisting Palisade and sharing 
costs of the election equipment. Equipment is delivered and prepped. Required TABOR 
statements are being mailed today. Ballots will be mailed between March 16-23. 

https://www.gjep.org/WCES/
https://www.coloradomesa.edu/business/documents/mesa-county-economic-newsletter-q1-2020.pdf


 
 

 
Engineering  

• The 16 Road Trail connection project is progressing with utility construction complete and 
subgrade prep for the trail. 

• Staff submitted a grant application to Mesa County Federal Mineral Lease District for 
improvements to the 16 Road rail crossing of the Union Pacific Railroad.  This is the entrance to 
the industrial park and these improvements will greatly improve the safety of the crossing with 
these widening improvements. 

 
Human Resources/Tourism 

• The City of Fruita is currently hiring for three positions – A Maintenance Custodian (Part Time), 3 
Seasonal Public Works Maintenance Workers, and an Administrative Specialist for Parks and 
Recreation.  To find out more about each position, you can find the job postings here.   

• We will also be hosting the St. Mary’s Bloodmobile at the Civic Center on Tuesday, March 24, 
2020 from 1:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. accepting blood donations.   

 
Parks and Recreation 

• Roxie McConnell will be retiring from the City of Fruita on March 30th.  Roxie has been with the 
City of Fruita for many years, starting off in Administration and most recently with Parks and 
Recreation (for over 15 years in Parks and Rec).  She has served our community with poise and 
dedication and has been a consistent and positive force for Parks and Recreation and the City in 
these many years.  In many ways, she is the glue that has kept Parks and Recreation running.  
We will be hosting a farewell lunch for her on Monday, March 30th at Noon at the Fruita 
Community Center.  Anyone is welcome to come by and share your appreciation for her service 
to the Fruita community 

• Parks has hired 2 seasonal and 1 variable hour employees as we prepare for the upcoming 
spring and summer seasons. 

• Parks staff has also expanded that area and frequency of where we contract out weed control 
services.  We have included Snooks Bottom Open Space and the Riverfront Park areas as well as 
the Lower Little Salt Wash and Kokopelli Trail sections.  We hope this will improve our control of 
weeds in 2020. 

• The Fruita Youth Initiative is accepting applications for the 2020/21 Fruita Youth Action Council.  
Youth must be in 6th - 12th grade during the next academic year.  See the attached flyer and fact 
sheet below.  The link to apply for the FYAC can be found here.   

• The Fruita Youth Initiative has teamed up with Family Health West to provide free 
transportation for you youth to attend a Job Fair at the Workforce Center on March 12.  Youth 
are encouraged to sign up at as space is limited. You can visit the Fruita Youth Initiative 
Facebook page for more information and a link to the registration form. 

 
Planning & Development  
To see active reviews of current projects, you may visit: https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-
development-projects  
  
Major/ Minor Subdivisions:      

https://www.fruita.org/jobs
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd7iTRWoc8kER7dlR1RxbT8zJTFoQxArXlE7zyUpPDWlGUxLA/viewform
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects


 
 

• Dwell PUD Concept Plan  

• Bradyville Minor Subdivision  

 

Site Design Review:      

• Coloramo Site Design Review (333 W Aspen) 

• Monument Powder Coating (1596 Cipolla)  

• Pediatric Dental Specialist (197 & 101 Jurassic) 

 

Police Department 
• The Police Department enjoyed visiting the Redcliffs neighborhood during Victory Life Church’s 

cleanup and block party event over the weekend. There was an amazing amount of work and 
good will taking place! 

• Chief Krouse attended an area Emergency Operations Group meeting regarding COVID-19 
information and preparation discussions for first responders.  

 
Public Works 

• We were excited to have Armando Romero join our facility maintenance team this week.  

• Carpet installers have been scheduled to replace the carpet on the second floor of the Civic 
Center for March 16, 17, 23, & 24 to minimize disruptions for building users and public meetings 
as much as practical. City staff will be moving furniture before and after these dates in 
coordination with the carpet replacement plan. 

• 6 employees attended a 2-day Air Monitor training this week hosted by the City of Grand 
Junction to ensure staff recognize, and can work safely, when hazards are present (e.g. gases in 
sewer system, etc.). 

 
FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  

• 700 volunteers from Victory Life Church serve around town (Redcliffs Subdivision in connection 
with Code Compliance of City of Fruita).  

• Public Hears from Fruita city candidates.   

• Video: Dust and Snow on Classic Colorado Trails – Horsethief Bench.   

• School board votes for scenario two for Fruita elementary boundaries.   
• Local Hospitals Prepare for Coronavirus After CDC Warnings. 
• More people leave Clerk’s office in wake of discovered ballots.  
• CPW increases daily vehicle parking pass rate by $1.  
• Ellen Roberts: Fruita farm girl to show girl!  

• D51 monitoring Covid-19, flu is bigger concern.    

• 3 Amazing Hikes Less Than 30 Minutes from Grand Junction.  
• Wildfire prevention being done in Fruita.            

 

https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/700-volunteers-from-Victory-Life-Church-serve-around-town--568377691.html
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/700-volunteers-from-Victory-Life-Church-serve-around-town--568377691.html
https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Public-hears-from-Fruita-city-candidates-568549311.html
https://www.pinkbike.com/news/video-dust-and-snow-on-classic-colorado-trails.html
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/School-board-votes-for-scenario-two-for-Fruita-elementary-boundaries-568471811.html
https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/local-hospitals-prepare-for-coronavirus-after-cdc-warnings/
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/politics/more-people-leave-clerk-s-office-in-wake-of-discovered/article_1e1de3a2-5a7f-11ea-9c16-b7a901e7d6a1.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/cpw-increases-daily-vehicle-parking-pass-rate-by/article_94f77ae2-5a4d-11ea-ab86-6fb777b595ed.html
https://beaconseniornews.com/top-carousel/ellen-roberts-fruita-farm-girl-to-show-girl/
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/568462791.html
https://kool1079.com/3-amazing-hikes-less-than-30-minutes-from-grand-junction/
https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Wildfire-prevention-being-done-in-Fruita-568453401.html


 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS (Please let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if 
multiple council members plan to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you when 
needed.):   

• March 7, 2020 – An Evening of Art in Fruita, 6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m., Fruita Community Center. 

• March 27, 2020 – Night at the FCC, 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. at the Fruita Community Center.  

• March 11, 2020 – Start the Conversation on the topic of Suicide Prevention, Fruita Community 
Center from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

• March 25, 2020 – Mike's Battle of the Bands at the Cavalcade Fruita, 6:30 p.m. to 11:30 p.m.  
More info can be found here.   

• March 27, 2020 – Night at the FCC: 5th-7th Grade, Fruita Community Center, 7:00 to 10:00 p.m.  

• April 4, 2020 – 9 Health Fair at the Fruita Community Center, 7:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.  

• April 8, 2020 – Easter Egg Scramble at 4:00 p.m., Fruita Community Center.   

• April 15, 2020 – Fruita Back to Summer Fair, Fruita Community Center Meeting from 5:30 p.m. 
to 7:00 p.m.  

• April 18, 2020 – Youth Scholarship Golf Tournament, Adobe Creek Golf Course at 9:00 a.m.  

• April 22, 2020 – Start the Conversation on the topic of Social Media Use, Fruita Community 
Center from 6:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.  

• May 1, 2020 – May 3, 2020 – Fruita Fat Tire Festival, 18 Road Trailhead and Downtown Fruita.   

• May 2, 2020 – Girls on the Run 5K at 9:00 a.m. at the Fruita Community Center   

• May 6, 2020 - Bike to Work Day, 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m., at Civic Center or Heritage Park. 

• May 6 – 8, 2020 – T.H.E. Trails Summit at the Fruita Community Center.  View more here.   

• May 29, 2020 – May 30, 2020 – Mike the Headless Chicken Festival, Downtown Fruita.   

• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website or at this link.  

• The 2019 Events Information is also available online here. 
 
CC. Department Directors 
 
Do you have questions about anything in the Weekly Information Update? Please feel free to email us at 
communications@fruita.org.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/events/198996181184939/
https://thetrailsummit.com/
http://www.fruita.org/calendar
https://www.fruita.org/sites/default/files/fileattachments/parks_and_recreation/page/302/2019_calendar_of_events_1.4.19.pdf
mailto:communications@fruita.org


 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 


