
 

Honor the Past – Envision the Future  FRUITA    

 
 

325 E Aspen 

Suite 155 

Fruita CO  81521 

 

Phone: 

970-858-3663 

 

Fax: 

970-858-0210  

 

E Mail 

fruita@fruita.org 

 

Web Site 

fruita.org 

 

City Manager’s Office 

970-858-3663 

 

City Clerk/Finance 

970-858-3663 

 

Community  

Development 

970-858-0786 

 

Engineering 

970-858-8377 

 

Human Resources 

970-858-8373 

 

Public Works 

970-858-9558 

 

Recreation Dept. 

970-858-0360 

 

 

 Weekly Info Update 

To:   MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From:  MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date:             MARCH 27, 2020    

Re:   WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE   

 
2020 City of Fruita Municipal Election   
The 2020 Municipal Election is still on schedule, and mail-in ballots continue to trickle 
in.  As of this morning, we have received 1610 ballots.  With the Civic Center now 
closed, ballots can be dropped off in the ballot box located in the Civic Center parking 
lot.  Ballots will be received until April 7, 2020 at 7:00 p.m.  Ballots can also be mailed 
in using the envelope provided with the ballot.   

 

Coronavirus Update  
Stop me if you have heard this before, but what a week! I continue to be humbled by 
the response of our staff and the community to the COVID-19 response.  It was a 
busy week, and here a few highlights from the week and the actions we took as a 
City:  

• Monday afternoon, we moved to Tier 4 of our Emergency Operations Plan in 
response to Governor Polis’s Executive Order to reduce staff by 50%.  Many 
employees are now working remotely, and we have also begun to stagger shifts to 
limit potential exposure.  In addition, employees that are not working remotely are 
adhering to the social distancing requirement of having a least six feet of separation 
from one another.  

• Tuesday morning, the Fruita Civic Center closed to the public until further 
notice. Although the Civic Center is closed, business continues as usual.  All City 
business can now be conducted online, and many links on how to conduct this 
business online at www.fruita.org/covid19.  

• Tuesday night, I signed a Local Disaster Emergency in Response to COVID-19.  
This declaration allows the City to be in a position to be eligible for any potential aid 
and funding as a result of economic hardship and disaster relief.  This action was also 
recommended by the Mesa County Emergency Management Manager.  At the time, 
this did not change any existing measures that the City was already taking to combat 
the spread of the virus.   

• Wednesday night, Governor Polis issued a statewide Stay at Home Order.  More 
information on this can be found below.  Luckily, due to previous operational action 
taken, we did not have change much of our operations to be in compliance with this 

http://www.fruita.org/covid19


 
 

action. We did have to comply by then closing playgrounds, courts and shelters at parks, but not 
parks themselves which remain open.   

• Also, on Wednesday, we began providing the Community with quick video updates on our 
operations.  To date, there are video updates from Mayor Kincaid, Parks and Recreation Director 
Ture Nycum, and myself.  These videos can be found here, and we will continue to provide these 
updates as a way to keep our community informed and involved.   

• Thursday night, the City Council ratified the Emergency Disaster Declaration in a remote 
meeting.  Thank you all for participating in this meeting remotely.   

• We continue to update our website and our Facebook page as more information becomes 
available.  At fruita.org/covid19, you can find all our information related to this, as well as many 
helpful links.  Please let me know if you have any questions or would like to discuss.   

• In an effort to continue responsible tourism messaging during this time that we began over a 
week ago, we strengthened this message on Fruita Tourism and Go Fruita social media sites: 

o In response to COVID-19, Colorado’s Governor has enacted a statewide “stay at home” 
order lasting through at least April 11. Now is not the time to travel in Colorado, and the 
Fruita community asks that you please avoid traveling to our area for at least the next 
two weeks. We’ll be happy to have you here in the future, but are doing our best to stop 
community spread of COVID-19 right now. Thanks for doing your part to keep us all safe! 

• Mayor Kincaid participated in a Facebook live chat with the Fruita Chamber this morning.  

• Today President Trump signed a $2 trillion relief package passed in the Senate and House, and 
we will be diving into this and providing info related to it.  

 

Governor Polis Issues Statewide Stay at Home Order  
On Wednesday night, Governor Polis issued an Executive Order requiring that everyone in Colorado 
must remain home to limit the spread of the COVID-19 virus.  For now, the order is in effect until April 
11, 2020, but this could change.  People may leave their home to engage in activities or perform tasks 
for their health safety, and to go to or return from “critical work”.  More information on the Executive 
Order can be found at our website here, as well as descriptions of exceptions to the stay in place 
requirement.   
 

City of Fruita now accepting online payments for Planning Payments, Municipal Court Fees  
A little lighter news, we are excited to announce that we can now accept online payments for planning 
fees, court fees, and restitution.  With these additions, now all City business can be completed online 
throughout these closures.  In addition to these, residents can still pay any utility bills online as well.  All 
electronic payments can be submitted at this link.   
 

General Updates 

• School District #51 has announced that remote learning for students will begin next week.  All 
Mesa County schools remain closed until April 17th.  More information can be found here.   

• FWorks has informed us that they will be pausing all memberships until April 11th   

• Since Fruita was in the spotlight in the April edition of Elevation Outdoors, yet this free hardcopy 
magazine is hard to come by considering the current scenario, they have a way for you to 
receive a free version to your house by clicking here.  

http://facebook.com/cityoffruita
https://www.fruita.org/citymanager/page/governor-polis-issues-stay-home-state-order-more-info-fruitaorgcovid19
https://secure.colorado.gov/payment/cityoffruita
https://d51schools.org/resources/covid19
https://www.elevationoutdoors.com/updates/cant-get-the-april-issue-well-send-it-to-you/?goal=0_7ed8d6202e-7962915f33-223804909&mc_cid=7962915f33&mc_eid=76587d0ab9


 
 

• Grand Valley Transit provided a link if interested in seeing how traffic volumes have changed in 
recent weeks. Click here to see the interesting trends.  

• We appreciate the Fruita chamber of Commerce and their efforts to provide info to our local 
businesses. We continue to provide them with updates that we have.  

 
Administration 

• The Municipal Court is transitioning to modified hours beginning next week, and will now be 
open Tuesday through Thursday between 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. To contact the Court, you can 
call 970-858-8041.   

 
Engineering  

• The 16 Road Trail Extension project is wrapping up.  The last concrete pours are anticipated this 
coming Monday.  Crews will then have to shoulder the concrete with road base and perform 
cleanup items.  The connection should be open mid-April. 

• Engineering continues to move forward with the bid opening for the 2020 K.4 Rd. Improvements 
Project as scheduled for 1:30 pm on Friday, April 3.  A web-based live video of the opening will 
be performed in order to follow social distancing policies.  An addendum will be issued next 
week answering any questions and providing details for bid submission and viewing of the bid 
opening. 

 
Parks and Recreation 

• The sharing shelves at the Fruita Community Center (“FCC”) continue to be a great success and 
we are getting a lot of community involvement.  These sharing shelves allows people or 
companies to donate items and receive items that may be of need.  This week we received 
donations from Sara Lee, the Fruita Middle School, Jimmy Johns, and many Fruita residents! 
Another great example of the awesome community that we have here in Fruita.   

• Fruita Parks and Trails remain open and crews are working on sanitizing restroom facilities twice 
daily.   While the parks remain open, the playgrounds, shelters, and court facilities are closed 
until further notice due to the Executive Order.  WE also shared template signage information 
with HOAs in case that would help them. 

• Our recreation crews are reaching out to the various communities to help encourage healthy 
activities, such as fitness workouts and classes online.  Online or virtual classes can be found at 
the Fruita Parks and Recreation Facebook page here.   

• FCC Front Desk staff has also been busy helping deliver Meals on Wheels to eligible seniors in 
Fruita.  These deliveries are available for people that may not be able to travel in light of COVID-
19 concerns.   

 
Planning & Development  
To see active reviews of current projects, you may visit: https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-
development-projects  
  
Major/ Minor Subdivisions:      

• Dwell PUD Concept Plan  

https://inrix.com/blog/2020/03/covid19-us-traffic-volume-synopsis/
https://www.facebook.com/fruitaparksandrec/
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects


 
 

• Bradyville Minor Subdivision  

• Cider Mills Preliminary Plan  

 

Site Design Review/ Other Applications:      

• Coloramo Site Design Review (333 W Aspen) 

• Monument Powder Coating (1596 Cipolla)  

• Pediatric Dental Specialist (197 & 101 Jurassic) 

• Sycamore St ROW Vacation  

• Lithic Arts Building Site Design Review  

 
Police Department 

• To provide some clarification on the Stay at Home Order, the Mesa County Sherriff's 
Department put out a news release on essential travel. One highlight is that If you are 
participating in essential travel, there are no additional documents that are needed.  To read 
more, that release can be found here. 

 
Public Works 

• Assignments for maintenance crews have shifted considerably as we adapt with the COVID 
response plans. All maintenance employees have been assigned individual vehicles and are 
working modified/reduced schedules. Most preventative maintenance and capital projects have 
been postponed for the time being, which includes street striping downtown, street sweeping, 
routine sewer cleaning program, and similar non-safety related operations.    

• Although now closed to the public, cleaning and disinfecting of City buildings remains a top 
priority and has been the primary focus for a number of our maintenance employees. 

• Staff has been working on repairing non-functioning irrigation valves, installing trash cleaners at 
canal headgates, and cleaning irrigation silt traps in preparation for irrigation season. All critical 
maintenance items necessary for irrigation have been completed and we are expecting the 
canals to start filling April 6th.  

• The carpet replacement project on the second floor of the Civic Center was completed this 
week. 

 
FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  

• Gov. Polis announces statewide stay-at-home order amid COVID-19 pandemic.   

• Fruita, Palisade declare states of emergency.   

• Fruita upgrades to Tier 4 of COVID-19 Response Plan.   

• Cities to hold spring elections with mail-in ballots. 

• City of Fruita declares Local Disaster Emergency in Response to COVID-19.    

• SBA Approves Federal Loans for Small Businesses in Colorado.     

• Senator Ray Scott speaks on COVID-19 in Colorado, Mesa County.  

• Increases traffic at state parks.  

• Fit4Moms offers online classes.      

• National Monument staff and MCSO: be prepared when heading outdoors. 

https://www.mcsonews.com/2020/03/rumor-control-no-documents-need-for.html?m=1
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/Governor-Polis-announces-Stay-at-Home-Order-569107931.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/fruita-palisade-declare-states-of-emergency/article_5acf62aa-6eb4-11ea-86ed-cf84d0e311bc.html
https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Fruita-upgrades-to-Tier-4-of-COVID-19-Response-Plan-569068501.html?fbclid=IwAR15YTxhRxxd-mb4gqI_WWcYY5Z6uLE1TXJ94gLHIXDQH7mnbQhHkpRuAIU
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/politics/cities-to-hold-spring-elections-with-mail-in-ballots/article_9ddce334-6b93-11ea-9847-c781852ac9ab.html
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/City-of-Fruita-delcares-Local-Disaster-Emergency-in-Reponse-to-COVID-19-569093531.html
https://www.westernslopenow.com/local-news-2/sba-approves-federal-loans-for-small-businesses-in-colorado/
https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/senator-ray-scott-speaks-on-covid-19-in-colorado-mesa-county/
https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/568999291.html
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/569048711.html
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/National-Monument-staff-and-MCSO-be-prepared-when-heading-outdoors-569050501.html


 
 

• Mesa County closing County parks, recreation facilities for 30 days.  

• How area hospitals are working together during the COVID-19 outbreak. 

• There’s some good news in help for local businesses.  

• Local schools ready for new ‘adventure’ as online learning begins.  

• Family Health West moves to Telemedicine.        

 
UPCOMING EVENTS (Please let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if 
multiple council members plan to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you when 
needed.):   

• April 18, 2020 – Youth Scholarship Golf Tournament, Adobe Creek Golf Course at 9:00 a.m.  

• April 22, 2020 – Start the Conversation on the topic of Social Media Use, Fruita Community 
Center from 6:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.  

• May 2, 2020 – Girls on the Run 5K at 9:00 a.m. at the Fruita Community Center   

• May 6, 2020 - Bike to Work Day, 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m., at Civic Center or Heritage Park. 

• May 29, 2020 – May 30, 2020 – Mike the Headless Chicken Festival, Downtown Fruita.   

• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website or at this link.  
 
CC. Department Directors 
 
Do you have questions about anything in the Weekly Information Update? Please feel free to email us at 
communications@fruita.org.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Mesa-County--569069361.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/area-hospitals-collaborate-to-tackle-covid--outbreak/article_e47b5bf6-6eed-11ea-bfc4-174ae81ede45.html
https://thebusinesstimes.com/theres-some-good-news-in-help-for-local-businesses/
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/local-schools-ready-for-new-adventure-as-online-learning-begins/article_5f03c4d8-6e05-11ea-8990-bb403790a96f.html
https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Family-Health-West-moves-to-Telemedicine-569142571.html
http://www.fruita.org/calendar
mailto:communications@fruita.org


 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 



 
 

 


