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 Weekly Info Update 

To:   MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From:  MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date:  MARCH 13, 2020   

Re:   WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE   

 
Tuesday’s City Council Meeting 
We have a bit of a light meeting scheduled for Tuesday night.  There are no 
proclamations or presentations, and eight items on the consent agenda.  There are 
also no public hearings currently scheduled, and the meeting will conclude with two 
administrative presentations, the first on an amendment to the Fruita Municipal 
Code and the second on the progress Land Use Code Update.   

 
Coronavirus Update  
The health and safety of the public and our employees is a top priority for the City of 

Fruita. Our staff has been monitoring the Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) and are 

preparing an Emergency Operations plan in the event that this or any disease ever 

becomes widespread. We continue to work closely with the Mesa County Public 

Health to respond to the situation. As of the afternoon of March 13, 2020, the 

Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment has announced that there 

are 72 presumptive positive cases of Coronavirus in Colorado.  None have been 

reported in Mesa County.  With all of this, it has been recommended that the public 

limit non-essential visits to City facilities. Please still feel free to call us (970-858-

3663) with any questions or visit our website to obtain additional information. We 

can also be contacted on Facebook for any questions. 

To limit the spread of diseases, the Center for Disease Control recommends the 

following: 

-Avoid close contact with people who are sick 

-Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth 

-Stay home when you are sick 

-Cover your cough or sneeze with a tissue 

-Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and surfaces using a regular   

household cleaning spray or wipe 

-Wash your hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. 



 
 

More recommendations from Mesa County Public Health can be found below.   

2020 Census Now Available  
The 2020 Census is now available to be taken online and over the phone! To take the Census, you will 
need your 12-digit Census ID (should arrive by mail) and go to my2020census.gov or call 1.844.330.2020 
for English and 1.844.468.2020 for Spanish.  There are additional languages that can be found here.  
Census information is used for a variety of reasons.  It’s important, it’s easy, and it is safe.   

 
 

Fruita—Best Kid-Friendly Outdoor Destination: Elevation Outdoors Best of the Rockies 
(cont’d) 
The 2020 Elevation Outdoors Best of the Rockies Magazine is now out, and it is true, Fruita came up big! 
Fruita was voted the Best Kid Friendly Outdoor Destination, and is home to the best mountain bike 
ride, Horsethief Bench.  Our local businesses also won many categories! Here is a full list of winners and 
runners up, and you can view the full issue here.  
 

-Copper Club - Best Brewery  
-Hot Tomato – Best Restaurant  
-Bestslope Coffee - Best Coffee Shop  
-Over the Edge, Fruita – Best Bike Shop  
-Big Mikes Pork N Wings – Best Food Truck  
-Thrive Yoga – Best Yoga Studio  
-Colorado National Monument – Runner up for Best Road Ride  
-Rim Rock Marathon – Runner up for Best Running Race  
-Rimrock Adventures – Runner up for Best Whitewater Guide Company  
-Colorado Backcountry Biker – Nominated for Best Bike Guide Company  
-Imondi Wake Zone – Nominated for Best Adventure Park    

 

General Updates 

• In January this year, city sales tax revenues were up 52.35% from the previous year.   

• City lodging tax is also up in 36.84% over 2019 revenues in January. County sales tax revenues 
are up 5.64%.   

• The City Link should have arrived at homes and business in Fruita in this week.  If you haven’t 

received it, you can view it here: Spring 2020 City Link. 
• Much staff time was spent working on the Emergency Operations Plan this week.  We will 

continue to keep you updated as more information becomes available.   

 

https://2020census.gov/en/ways-to-respond/responding-by-phone.html
https://www.elevationoutdoors.com/go-outside/best-of-the-rockies-2/
https://www.fruita.org/sites/default/files/fileattachments/community/page/25441/spring2020.pdf


 
 

Administration/City Clerk  
• TABOR notices on the upcoming election were mailed out on Monday and residents should be 

receiving them soon.   

• Ballots for the upcoming election will be mailed out on this upcoming Monday.   

 
Engineering  

• On the Highway 6 Sewer Extension project, the grouting of the casing pipe was successful.  Only 
a couple concrete collars on manholes remain to be installed, and work continues on moving 
excess soil.   

• For the 16 Road Trail Extension, prep work (subgrade and roadbase) is complete for the lake 
section and on up to Cipolla Road.  Adrock concrete will be moving in soon to start the concrete.   

• Staff presented the 16 Road Rail Crossing Improvements grant application to the Mesa County 
Federal Mineral Lease District on Wednesday.  

• For the K.4/Freemont St. Project, advertisement will begin this Sunday for bids (Ad dates March 
15, 22, and 29).  

 
Human Resources 

• The City is accepting applications for an Administrative Specialist for Parks and Recreation.  Full 
job description and information can be found here.   

 
Parks and Recreation 

• Staff attended a statewide conference call with the Colorado Parks and Recreation Association 
to hear what other communities are doing with the potential spread of the coronavirus.  As of 
right now, there are no changes to the operations of the Fruita Community Center or Recreation 
Programming. We will keep you updated if there any changes.   

• Also, due to Coronavirus, the 9News Health Fair that was originally scheduled for April 4th, 2020 
has been postponed indefinitely.  

 
Planning & Development  
To see active reviews of current projects, you may visit: https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-
development-projects  
  
Major/ Minor Subdivisions:      

• Dwell PUD Concept Plan  

• Bradyville Minor Subdivision  

 

Site Design Review:      

• Coloramo Site Design Review (333 W Aspen) 

• Monument Powder Coating (1596 Cipolla)  

• Pediatric Dental Specialist (197 & 101 Jurassic) 

 
 

https://www.fruita.org/sites/default/files/fileattachments/human_resources/page/25341/2020_pks_rec_admin_job_announcement.pdf
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects


 
 

Public Works 
• Crews finished the bank stabilization work on Big Salt Wash this week and are making plans to 

replace the damaged areas of trail. 

• Received reports this week that vehicles are unable to make it past the Mud Springs 
campground due to snow on Pinon Mesa, which is a good sign for this time of year for water 
storage this summer.  

• Crews are scheduled to clean and burn ditches along Highway 6 next week in advance of 
irrigation season. 

 
FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  

• Two organizations are helping teens get to and from a local job fair.   

• Fruita council candidates take questions. 

• Company Profile – Canfield Bikes.    

• Boat ramp project starts this week.   

• Brush Fire Burns 11 Acres in Fruita.  

• Small plane crashes in Colorado River near Utah state line.  

• 14 Best Things to Do in Fruita Colorado.  

• Mesa County closes out 2019 in strong fashion.         

• Want to know what’s going on in the Colorado Legislature? We have it covered.  

• Job losses underscore need for incentives.  

• Earth Science Lecture Series – Paleontology of Bear Ears.  

• Colorado Mesa University to opt for online coursework after Spring Break due to virus concerns.           

• CHSAA decides to suspend spring sports, activities.  

• Difference between Coronavirus symptoms and cold, flu and allergies.     

 
UPCOMING EVENTS (Please let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if 
multiple council members plan to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you when 
needed.):   

• March 25, 2020 – Mike's Battle of the Bands at the Cavalcade Fruita, 6:30 p.m. to 11:30 p.m.  
More info can be found here.   

• March 27, 2020 – Night at the FCC: 5th-7th Grade, Fruita Community Center, 7:00 to 10:00 p.m.  

• April 8, 2020 – Easter Egg Scramble at 4:00 p.m., Fruita Community Center.   

• April 15, 2020 – Fruita Back to Summer Fair, Fruita Community Center Meeting from 5:30 p.m. 
to 7:00 p.m.  

• April 18, 2020 – Youth Scholarship Golf Tournament, Adobe Creek Golf Course at 9:00 a.m.  

• April 22, 2020 – Start the Conversation on the topic of Social Media Use, Fruita Community 
Center from 6:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.  

• May 1, 2020 – May 3, 2020 – Fruita Fat Tire Festival, 18 Road Trailhead and Downtown Fruita.   

• May 2, 2020 – Girls on the Run 5K at 9:00 a.m. at the Fruita Community Center   

• May 6, 2020 - Bike to Work Day, 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m., at Civic Center or Heritage Park. 

• May 6 – 8, 2020 – T.H.E. Trails Summit at the Fruita Community Center.  View more here.   

• May 29, 2020 – May 30, 2020 – Mike the Headless Chicken Festival, Downtown Fruita.   

• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website or at this link.  

https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Two-organizations-are-helping-teens-get-to-and-from-a-local-job-fair-568542691.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/fruita-council-candidates-take-questions/article_d78687b0-5ffa-11ea-8f50-77b25a7f1c76.html
https://companyweek.com/company-profile/where-canfield-bikes-manufactures
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/Boat-ramp-project-starts-this-week-568692721.html
https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/brush-fire-burns-11-acres-in-fruita/
https://www.9news.com/article/travel/pilot-injured-in-plane-crash-in-colorado-river/73-fe66e54d-cce5-4732-a182-9e723dd0f36e
https://www.thecrazytourist.com/14-best-things-to-do-in-fruita-co/
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/business/mesa-county-closes-out-in-strong-fashion/article_8732aebe-600a-11ea-b76d-bb2c9e687cdf.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/want-to-know-what-s-going-on-in-the-colorado/article_c5e69b3a-5fe6-11ea-9498-73803602d64b.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/opinion/editorials/job-losses-underscore-need-for-incentives/article_394f5194-6324-11ea-8eea-93b7f073f5f3.html
https://www.facebook.com/events/651534528982506/
https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/568729391.html
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/CHSAA-decides-to-suspend-spring-sports-activities--568745901.html
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/568756631.html
https://www.facebook.com/events/198996181184939/
https://thetrailsummit.com/
http://www.fruita.org/calendar


 
 

 
CC. Department Directors 
 
Do you have questions about anything in the Weekly Information Update? Please feel free to email us at 
communications@fruita.org.  
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