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Weekly Info Update 

To:   MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From:  MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date:  DECEMBER 6, 2019  

Re:   WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE   

5-2-1 Drainage Authority Update 
Councilman Karisny, Chair of the 5-2-1 Board, Public works Director Ken Haley and I 
attended the 5-2-1 Board meeting and workshop yesterday regarding the annual 
budget, restructuring of contracting with GJ to Mesa County of management of the 
MS4 program and permits, and future of the 5-2-1.  The discussions led to 
concurrence from all members that dissolution of the 5-2-1 Drainage Authority with 
members contracting directly with Mesa County to provide stormwater compliance 
services might be the preferred alternative moving forward. Each partnering agency 
has been asked to bring a resolution before their respective decision-making bodies 
to consider a formal request to proceed in this manner such that the 5-2-1 Board 
could take action at their next board meeting.  A draft resolution will be brought to 
the Fruita City Council on December 17th for consideration.    
 

Elevation Outdoors 2020 Best of the Rockies – Nominate Fruita! (Continued) 
Elevation Outdoors is now accepting 
nominations for the 2020 Best of the 
Rockies! Last year, several Fruita 
businesses and attractions won or 
were runner ups in their categories.  
Over the Edge Fruita won Best Bike 
Retail Shop, Horsethief Bench won 
Best Mountain Bike Ride, BestSlope 
Coffee won Best Coffee Shop, and 
the Colorado National Monument 
won Best Campground.  In addition, 
the Hot Tomato, Colorado Back 
Country Biker, and Big Mike’s Pork 
and Ribs were all runners up.  To 
nominate your favorite Fruita 
business or attraction, visit the link 
here.   

 
 

https://www.elevationoutdoors.com/best-of-the-rockies-2020/


 
 

General Updates 

• The Winter City Link is complete and should be arriving at homes sometime next week.  If you 
want to view the City Link online, you can here.   

• Quick reminder, please feel free to join me for Coffee at Camilla’s Kaffe next Tuesday, December 
11, at 8:00 a.m. This will be the last engagement event of the year, but I have scheduled three 
more at the beginning of next year.  The full schedule can be found here.  

• Staff is re-evaluating the K.4 and 18.5 Rd projects, along with other street maintenance needs, 
due to not receiving the DOLA grant and plan to provide new options to City Council at the 
January workshop.    

• We had a productive day this week interviewing consultants to assist the City in re-writing the 
Land Use Code in 2020 to reflect the comprehensive plan update. The selection committee 
included members of staff, Council and Planning Commission. We received six submissions and 
narrowed to three finalists and the selection committee chose to work with Design Workshop. 
Design Workshop is an internationally known urban design, landscape architecture, and land 
planning firm with exceptional experience. Jessica Garrow will be the project manager on the 
consultant side, coupled with sub-consultants from SE-Group, White & Smith, and Walker 
Consultants.  

• I had productive coordination meetings with the Chamber Director and the CEO of Family Health 
West this week.  

• Today was Sandi Morlang’s last day with the City. Sandi will be missed after her 19 years of 
service! 

 

Engineering  
• Boring under GVIC’s Independent Ranchman’s Canal began Monday for the Highway 6 Sewer 

Interceptor Extension Project.  

• A preconstruction meeting was held this last Wednesday for the Kokopelli Trail 16 Road Trail 
extension project.  Construction is expected to begin in the next couple weeks.   

 

Human Resources 
• Greg Geiman joined the Fruita Police Department on November 25, 2019.  Welcome aboard 

Greg! 

 
Parks and Recreation 

• Finalists interviews for the Parks, Health, Recreation, Open Space and Trails master plan are set 
for the evening of Dec 16.  The section committee includes staff, members of the Parks & 
Recreation Advisory Board and Councilwoman Ewing. If any other Council members would like 
to join, just let me know.  

 
Planning & Development  
To see active reviews of current projects, you may visit: https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-
development-projects  
  
Major/ Minor Subdivisions:     

• Village at County Creek North  

https://www.fruita.org/sites/default/files/fileattachments/community/page/17931/winter2019-web.pdf
https://www.fruita.org/citymanager
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects


 
 

Site Design Review:      

• Coloramo Site Design Review (333 W Aspen) 

• Monument Powder Coating (1596 Cipolla)  

• Pediatric Dental Specialist (197 & 101 Jurassic) 

Other Land Use Applications:    

• Transportation Impact Fee Land Use Code Amendment  
 
Public Works 

• Road crews spent a good part of this week hauling materials this week to replenish aggregate 
stockpiles for future maintenance projects. 

• Sewer crews are planning for an inspection project next week that will require confined space 
entry at the wastewater plant with a shutoff of flow to the plant for a period of time necessary 
to complete the work. It should not result in any impacts to any customers but will require some 
night work by staff due to manage the flows in the system. 

 
FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  

• Fruita may raise taxes on lodging.  

• Cross-Country Skiing in Colorado: 3 of our Favorite Snowy Cross-Country Trail Systems.  

• District 51 looks to the future as board members sworn in.  

• Fruita equestrian center shares part of VA grant.  

• Family Health West Foundation names new director.  

• Country Jam Announces 2020 Lineup.  

• Confused about the CORE Act?  

• Mesa County real estate update: transactions down, dollar volume up.  

• Grand Junction area among leaders in average income growth in US.  

• Fruita Welcomes ‘The Grinch’ for Cookies and Photos December 13.  

• Fruita shooting leaves one man dead.  

• Mail scams to watch for this holiday season.  

• Bureau of Land Management looks to exchange land to Colorado for century-old debt.  

• Enforcement campaign against DUIs will begin today throughout state.  

• Illness returns to normal levels in District 51 schools.    

 
UPCOMING EVENTS (Please let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if 
multiple council members plan to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you when 
needed.):   

• December 11, 2019 – Coffee with the City Manager at Camilla’s Kaffe at 8:00 a.m. 

• December 14, 2019 – Holiday Arts and Crafts Fair, 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., Fruita Community 
Center. 

• December 14, 2019 – Holiday Christmas and Parade of Lights – Downtown Fruita at Dusk.   

• December 18, 2019 – Cookies N’ Claus at the Fruita Community Center at 6:00 p.m. 

• December 18, 2019 – Start the Conversation on the topic of Marijuana, Fruita Community 
Center from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.  

https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/fruita-may-raise-taxes-on-lodging/article_4569018a-1335-11ea-a4a0-20677ce05640.html
https://www.5280.com/2019/12/cross-country-skiing-in-colorado-3-of-our-favorite-snowy-cross-country-trail-systems/
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/district-looks-to-the-future-as-board-members-sworn-in/article_ab9e4d38-158e-11ea-a4eb-20677ce06c14.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/fruita-equestrian-center-shares-part-of-va-grant/article_e639352a-1660-11ea-93e1-20677ce06c14.html
https://thebusinesstimes.com/family-health-west-foundation-names-new-director/
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/country-jam-announces-2020-lineup-300968395.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/opinion/editorials/confused-about-the-core-act/article_ecc1636c-16b1-11ea-a1ac-20677ce06c14.html
https://thebusinesstimes.com/mesa-county-real-estate-update-transactions-down-dollar-volume-up/
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/grand-junction-among-leaders-in-average-income-growth-in-us/article_657f0154-1722-11ea-8481-20677ce07cb4.html
https://kool1079.com/fruita-welcomes-the-grinch-for-cookies-and-photos-december-13th/
https://www.gjsentinel.com/breaking/fruita-shooting-leaves-one-man-dead/article_21f23ada-16d9-11ea-8790-bb75924ae986.html
https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/mail-scams-to-watch-for-this-holiday-season/
https://kdvr.com/2019/12/04/bureau-of-land-management-looks-to-exchange-land-to-colorado-for-century-old-debt/
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/enforcement-campaign-against-duis-will-begin-today-throughout-state/article_0a767076-17ef-11ea-a1fa-5bbc49bbf1c7.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/illness-back-at-normal-levels-in-district-schools/article_5a10b3a4-17ee-11ea-a427-7f6a732861f0.html


 
 

• January 7, 2020 – Coffee with the City Manager at Einstein’s Bagels at 9:00 a.m.  

• January 15, 2020 – Start the Conversation on Resilience and Happiness, Fruita Community 
Center from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

• February 4, 2020 – Beer or Rootbeer with the City Manager at Hot Tomato, 5:00 p.m.   

• February 8, 2020 – Fruita Chamber of Commerce Annual Banquet at the Fruita Community 
Center, 5:30 p.m. to 10:30 p.m. If interested, RSVP here.   

• February 15, 2020 – Sweetheart 5K/10K Run at 9:00 a.m., Fruita Community Center.   

• February 18, 2020 – Start the Conversation on the topic of Stress Management, Fruita 
Community Center from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.   

• March 5, 2020 – Bike with the City Manager at 4:30 p.m., meet at Fruita Community Center.  

• March 7, 2020 – An Evening of Art in Fruita, 6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m., Fruita Community Center. 

• March 11, 2020 – Start the Conversation on the topic of Suicide Prevention, Fruita Community 
Center from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

• April 4, 2020 – 9 Health Fair at the Fruita Community Center, 7:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.  

• April 8, 2020 – Easter Egg Scramble at 4:00 p.m., Fruita Community Center.   

• April 15, 2020 – Fruita Back to Summer Fair, Fruita Community Center Meeting from 5:30 p.m. 
to 7:00 p.m.  

• April 22, 2020 – Start the Conversation on the topic of Social Media Use, Fruita Community 
Center from 6:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.  

• April 18, 2020 – Youth Scholarship Golf Tournament at 9:00 a.m., Adobe Creek Golf Course.  

• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website or at this link.  

• The 2019 Events Information is also available online here. 
 
CC. Department Directors 
 
Do you have questions about anything in the Weekly Information Update? Please feel free to email us at 
communications@fruita.org.  

mailto:selena@fruitachamber.org
http://www.fruita.org/calendar
https://www.fruita.org/sites/default/files/fileattachments/parks_and_recreation/page/302/2019_calendar_of_events_1.4.19.pdf
mailto:communications@fruita.org


 
 

 
 
 



 
 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 


