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Weekly Info Update 

To:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From: MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date:  OCTOBER 25, 2019  

Re:  WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE   

 

Fruita Schools Open House Schedule for Comprehensive Plan Update 
Haven’t been able to participate in the Community Plan but want to?  The Road 
Show and Open Houses for the Comprehensive Plan update continues.  On Thursday 
night, Dan and I hosted an open house setting with about 30 residents at Rimrock 
Elementary School.  Over the upcoming weeks, we will also host open houses at 
Fruita Middle School on October 29th, Fruita Monument High School on November 
18th, and at Shelledy Elementary School on December 2nd. Food and drink will be 
provided, and this is an opportunity for residents to drop in and out to provide 
feedback on Fruita’s future.  The full flyer is provided below.   
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

General Updates 

• Coffee with the City Manager is next Tuesday at Judy’s Restaurant, bright and early at 7:00 a.m. 
to 8:00 a.m.  If you are interested, please feel free to join.   

• The final Fruita Fourth Friday is tonight! Downtown, on north Mulberry between Aspen and the 
alley, there will be live music, food, a bonfire with S’mores, discounts at local businesses, a pet 
costume and pet parade, and more! There will also be a silent auction with proceeds going 
towards two Fruita women fighting breast cancer.  We hope to see you there. 

• Truck and Treat is also this weekend at the Civic Center.  Put on a costume and head down to 
the Civic Center to collect and candy and explore fun vehicles.  Truck N Treat is from 10:00 a.m. 
to 12:00 p.m. and is a free event. We anticipate hosting 2,000 + little ghouls and goblins. 

• Congratulations to Family Health West for the grand opening of the new Wellness location on 
the third floor of the Support Services Building, celebrated Thursday evening.  

• Shannon and I had a great experience attending the annual International City/County Manager’s 
Association conference earlier this week.  We both went to great sessions focused on current 
City efforts.  

• The City’s new Innovation Team kicked off their first meeting with the training from the Alliance 
for Innovation this week.  

• Feel free to drop into the Civic Center on Halloween to see the staff dressed up, potluck finger 
foods and handing out candy for Trick or Treat Street.  

 

Engineering 
• Submitted 2 draft grant applications for multi-modal grant funds available through the GVMPO.  

The 2 projects are: 
o Active Circulation Plan  
o Fremont St. Multi-Modal Design 

• The concrete replacement/grinding project is complete with all concrete placed for the curb 
ramps on the Circle.   

• The concrete grinding on various sidewalks was also completed this week. 

• A preconstruction meeting was held this week on the Highway 6 Sewer Extension Project. 

 
Marketing and Tourism 

• The Fruita Tourism Advisory Council (FTAC) met on Thursday morning and discussed the 2020 
Marketing and Promotion Budget and a possible meeting with the Palisade Tourism Board.  The 
FTAC also cancelled the meetings scheduled for November 28, 2019 and December 26, 2019.  If 
a meeting is set up with Palisade, it will be posted on here and on the website.   

 
Parks and Recreation 

• A Request for Qualifications to recruit an artist(s) and a Request for Proposal to recruit a 
Landscape Architect have been issued on BidNet and are posted on the Fruita Arts and Culture 
web page: https://www.fruita.org/parksrec/page/fruita-art. These requests are to select an 
artist(s) and a landscape architect to develop artwork and final design / plan for the 
roundabouts on highway 340. 

https://www.fruita.org/parksrec/page/fruita-art


 
 

• Next Saturday, November 2nd, the Rim Rock Marathon will be hosted in Fruita.  Race 
registration will be at the Fruita Community Center and the finish line is at Circle Park.  Thanks 
to the Greater Grand Junction Sports Commission for coordinating this growing and fun event. 

• Parks are winterized and ready for the coming cold months.  In the next few weeks, Parks staff 
will start decorating the community for Christmas. 

• The Fall maintenance crew funded by the Fruita Trail Initiative and managed by Western 
Colorado Conservation Corps, will wrap up their six-week of maintenance at the North Fruita 
Desert and Kokopelli Trail system next week.  

 
Planning & Development  
To see active reviews of current projects, you may visit: https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-
development-projects  
  
Major/ Minor Subdivisions:     

• KCP Minor Subdivision (536 Kokopelli Blvd)  

Site Design Review:      

• Coloramo Site Design Review (333 W Aspen) 

• Monument Powder Coating (1596 Cipolla)  

• Pediatric Dental Specialist (197 & 101 Jurassic) 

Other Land Use Applications:    

• Richwood Avenue VRBO   
• Vic’s Place VRBO  
• Diddo House VRBO  

• Transportation Impact Fee Land Use Code Amendment  
• Little Imaginations Conditional Use Permit to operate a childcare facility at 433 E Aspen Avenue 

 
Public Works 

• Crews shut down and drained the City’s irrigation system this week. 

• Nick Hampton started as maintenance worker on our facilities crew this week. 

• Continuing to recruit for a wastewater operator and had the first interview this week. 

• Assisting with traffic control for Fourth Friday today and Truck-n-Treat event tomorrow. 
 

FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  
• Top 5 Cities For An Unforgettable Outdoor Adventure.   

• Commercial real estate outlook upbeat. 

• 6 Great Female-Focused Adeventure Films.  

• CPW urges hunters to be careful with campfires.  

• Mesa County jobless rate drops to record low.  

• Weekend reboots, rebooted.  

• Dinosaur Journey Hosts Monster Mash on Halloween.  

• Park status for Colorado National Monument remains a priority.  

• Wheelchair accessible hiking trails.               

https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects
https://t2conline.com/top-5-cities-for-an-unforgettable-outdoor-adventure/
https://thebusinesstimes.com/commercial-real-estate-outlook-upbeat/
https://gearjunkie.com/best-female-adventure-outdoor-films-documentaries-5point
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/CPW-urges-hunters-to-be-careful-with-campfires-563426921.html
https://thebusinesstimes.com/mesa-county-jobless-rate-drops-to-record-low/
https://cyclingtips.com/2019/10/jra-with-the-angry-asian-weekend-reboots-rebooted/
https://kool1079.com/dinosaur-journey-hosts-monster-mash-on-halloween/
https://www.gjsentinel.com/opinion/editorials/park-status-for-colorado-national-monument-remains-a-priority/article_ffb9ad6c-f460-11e9-9ae0-20677ce85d90.html
https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/563818811.html


 
 

• Mesa County Sheriff’s Office is asking the public for help in a shooting investigation.   

• Getting outside with children at local parks.   

 
UPCOMING EVENTS (Please let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if 
multiple council members plan to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you when 
needed.):  

• October 25, 2019 – Fruita Fourth Friday, Downtown Fruita, 5:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. N. Mulberry 
between Aspen Ave. and the alley is planned to be closed with games and a bonfire for s’mores.  

• October 26, 2019 – Truck and Treat at Civic Center Park, 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  

• October 29, 2019 – Coffee with the City Manager at Judy’s Restaurant at 7:00 a.m. 

• October 29, 2019 – Comprehensive Plan Open House at the Fruita Middle School Library, 4:00 
p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

• October 31, 2019 – Trick or Treat Street, Downtown Fruita, 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.  

• November 1, 2019 – Colorado West Land Trust Open House, 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  

• November 2, 2019 – Rim Rock Marathon, Colorado National Monument, Fruita Co at 8:00 a.m.  

• November 4, 2019 – Walk Snooks Bottom with the City Manager at 9:00 a.m. 

• November 18, 2019 – Comprehensive Plan Open House at the Fruita Monument High School 
Library from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.  

• December 2, 2019 – Comprehensive Plan Open House at the Shelledy Elementary Gym, 4:00 
p.m. to 6:00 p.m.  

• December 11, 2019 – Coffee with the City Manager at Camilla’s Kaffe at 8:00 a.m. 

• December 14, 2019 – Holiday Arts and Crafts Fair, 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., Fruita Community 
Center. 

• December 14, 2019 – Holiday Christmas and Parade of Lights – Downtown Fruita at Dusk.   

• December 18, 2019 – Cookies N’ Claus at the Fruita Community Center at 6:00 p.m. 

• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website or at this link.  

• The 2019 Events Information is also available online here. 
 
CC. Department Directors 
 
Do you have questions about anything in the Weekly Information Update? Please feel free to email us at 
communications@fruita.org.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/563817081.html
https://www.montrosepress.com/news/outdoors/getting-outside-with-children-at-local-parks/article_5cf50986-f6d7-11e9-ab2f-d3d1fcbc0a3c.html
http://www.fruita.org/calendar
https://www.fruita.org/sites/default/files/fileattachments/parks_and_recreation/page/302/2019_calendar_of_events_1.4.19.pdf
mailto:communications@fruita.org


 
 

 
 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 


