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Weekly Info Update 

To:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From: MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date:  AUGUST 9, 2019 

Re:  WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE   

A Loss in the Fruita Family 
We lost a dear friend and member of the Public Works family this past week with the 
passing of Gary Link. Gary lost his battle with cancer on August 1, 2019 after being on 
medical leave since May. Gary 
had been employed by the 
City since April of 2000 and 
served as a senior 
maintenance worker on the 
wastewater collections crew. 
He will be remembered for his 
likeable disposition and all his 
dedication in maintaining the 
City’s sewer systems, as well 
as his love for helping with the 
Children’s Water Festival each 
year. Our hearts and prayers 
go out to all his friends and 
family. 
 

Splash Bash Recap 
On Wednesday night, the Fruita Youth Action Council hosted the End of Summer 
Splash Bash at the Fruita Community Center. Almost two hundred students attended 
the event and learned about the Youth Action Council, as well as enjoyed barbeque, 
live music, and yard games.  It was a great kick off to the start of the school year.   
 

D51 Survey to new name for the new Fruita Elementary School (continued)  
The School District is launching a survey for the naming of the new Fruita Elementary 
School.  This initial survey will close on August 19, so if you have any suggestions, 
please participate in the survey. The link can be found here: Help us name the new 
Fruita elementary school! 
 
 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Q9PNNNB
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Q9PNNNB


   
 

 
 

General Updates 

• Colorado Canyons Association Executive Director Joe Neuhof is leaving the organization this fall. 
Joe has done a tremendous job and been a great partner. CCA has begun a recruitment process 
for Joe’s replacement.  

• Erin Riccio with Conservation Colorado is transferring within the organization to start an office in 
the Roaring Fork Valley. Ian Roche will be our new point of contact in the GJ office.  

• Met with the organizer of an all-women’s outdoor recreation industry summit planning to hold 
it in Fruita next year.  

• The Colorado Municipal League has announced the Municipalities District meetings for this fall.  
These meetings are an opportunity with other municipalities in our area and share information 
and ideas.  Our district’s meeting will take place on September 11, 2019 from 4:00 p.m. to 7:30 
p.m. in Parachute.  If you want more information or would like to register, you can visit this link.  

• The Colorado Department of Transportation is still seeking feedback on transportation needs 
and issues across the state.  The purpose of this survey is to determine future state funding on 
CDOT projects.  To take the survey, please click here.   

• In July, Fruita residents recycled 53 tons of cans, paper, and cardboard.  The full report can be 
found below.   

• Next Tuesday, I will be hosting a walk of downtown Fruita to hear from residents. We will meet 
at the Civic Center at 10:00 a.m., please feel free to join!  

• Don’t forget, the 6th annual Cops and Cars show to benefit Special Olympics is tomorrow at Little 
Salt Wash Park from 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  This is an annual event that is co-sponsored by the 
Colorado State Patrol and the Fruita Police Department and is a great way to see some really 
cool cars and interact with officers and members of our Fire Department.  Full flyer can be found 
below.  

• There was an incredible turnout for the final Thursday Night Concert Series of the summer.  It 
was a great show by the Williams Brothers Band a great crowd.   Not to mention, it was a 
beautiful night in downtown Fruita!  Thank you to Growl Agency for the photo!  
 

 

https://www.cml.org/home/networking-events/event-detail/2019/09/11/default-calendar/district-11-meeting-parachute-dis-11-19
https://www.codot.gov/programs/colorado-transportation-matters/your-transportation-plan


   
 

 
 

Administration/Finance 
• Budget, budget, budget.  City Staff has busy working on the 2020 budget and submitted initial 

drafts of department budgets this week.   

• Online utility bill pay is now available! Through our website, residents can now pay their utility 
bills by credit card and eCheck.  As of Friday morning, there have been 125 payments made 
online since the first of the month.  To learn more about all of the payment options available 
(including several free options) or to pay your bill, you can visit this link.  

 

Engineering 
• Maple Street is now open in time for school next week.  Additional work is anticipated on Ottley 

Avenue at a date to be determined.   

 
Human Resources 

• Please welcome Daniela Juarez to the Parks Department – her first day will be August 12, 2019.  
Welcome to the Fruita Team! 

• Congratulations to Troy Melroy who is now a full-time Maintenance Worker I in our 
Sewer/Collection division.  Troy has been with the City since May as a seasonal employee!  
Welcome to the Fruita Team! 

 

Parks and Recreation 
• Staff has been working this week to get the disc golf course into playable condition at Snooks 

Bottom after a wet spring and summer.  Weeds have been high but were mowed this week for 
the most part.  We are continuing to respond to the individual disc golfers who have contacted 
us and are optimistic that the course will be open soon.   

• FCC staff continues to work with Charter to install cable services for the six new treadmills. 
Which, in the long run, we hope will minimize any sort of program viewing conflicts.   

 
Planning & Development  
To see active reviews of current projects, you may visit: https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-
development-projects  
  
Major/ Minor Subdivisions:     

• Iron Wheel Major Subdivision final plat/plan application under review.     

• Garden Estates Final Plat (located at 910 Adams Drive, south of I-70 and west of 18 Road in 

Fruita, Colorado.)         

• KCP Minor Subdivision (536 Kokopelli Blvd)  

• Brandon Residential PUD Preliminary Plan  

Site Design Review:      

• Colorado Canyons (Family Health West) is far along on the construction of the hospital 

expansion.    

• Einstein’s Bagels/Qdoba: (401 Jurassic Ave #B) has received their planning clearance and is 

nearly complete with construction.   

https://www.fruita.org/administration/page/utility-payment-options
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects


   
 

 
 

• Quench Drinks Site Design Review is complete and getting ready for construction.  

• Coloramo Site Design Review (333 W Aspen) 

 

Other Land Use Applications:    

• 604 E. Aspen Ave VRBO 

 
Police Department  

• Officers attended 4 neighborhood events for National Night Out on Tuesday evening.  

   
 
Public Works 

• Flashing school zone lights were programmed and tested this week in preparation for the start 
of the new school year. Drivers are advised to be patient the first week of school and watch for 
pedestrians. 

 
FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  

• Mountain Bike Getaways Just Got More Exciting.   

• Back to school time.   
• Grand Junction History: Rim Rock Drive Colorado National Monument.  
• July real estate numbers offer encouragement.  
• Veteran Affairs holds monthly meeting. 

• New library director to meet patrons at 8 libraries.  
• Mind Springs walk-in crisis center set to close at the end of month.  
• 2 Accidents involving bears over the weekend.  

https://www.wsj.com/articles/mountain-bike-getaways-just-got-more-enticing-11564753911?fbclid=IwAR2k-nji08lONuKGiwBntgFCvNY-Rp0pK3IxkLGFYG86vYmgOdMFhwhP490
https://www.gjsentinel.com/opinion/editorials/back-to-school-time/article_2dcc7b0a-b79c-11e9-aa51-20677ce06c14.html
https://kool1079.com/grand-junction-history-rim-rock-drive-colorado-national-monument/
https://thebusinesstimes.com/july-real-estate-numbers-offer-encouragement/
https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Veteran-Affairs-holds-monthly-meeting-514737381.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/new-director-to-meet-patrons-at-libraries/article_2f0ee62e-b73d-11e9-bccc-20677ce05640.html
https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Mind-Springs-walk-in-crisis-center-set-to-close-at-end-of-month-522114741.html
https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/2-Accidents-involving-bears-over-the-weekend-521792721.html


   
 

 
 

• “Step Up for Down Syndrome” walks a local park.  
• District 51 residents can submit ideas for new Fruita elementary school name.  
• Fruita Elementary School.  
• Concert to benefit Habitat for Humanity.  

• Grand Junction airport awarded grant for runway work.  
• Eklund ends work on river board.  
• District 51 All Staff Kickoff.  
• Marillac Health celebrating National Community Health Center Week.  
• The Palisade Plunge (and its 6000-foot descent) will be one of Colorado’s crown jewels.       
• On a roll: Grand Valley food truck scene growing in variety, popularity.                        

 
UPCOMING EVENTS (Please let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if 
multiple council members plan to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you when 
needed.):  

• August 10, 2019 – Cops N Cars Show – A benefit event for Special Olympics Colorado at Little 
Salt Wash Park, 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  

• August 10, 2019 – Fruita Farmers Market at Civic Center Park, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

• August 13, 2019 - Walk downtown Fruita with the City Manager at 10:00 a.m. - meet at the Civic 
Center.  

• August 17, 2019 – Fruita Farmers Market at Civic Center Park, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

• August 21, 2019 – Beer or Rootbeer with the City Manager at Copper Club Brewery at 5:30 p.m. 

• August 23, 2019 – Fourth Fridays and Food Truck Friday at Civic Center Park, 5:30 to 8:30 p.m.  

• August 24, 2019 – Fruita Farmers Market at Civic Center Park, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

• August 28, 2019 – Start the Conversation Fruita on the topic of vaping, Fruita Community Center 
from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.  

• August 31, 2019 – Fruita Farmers Market at Civic Center Park, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

• September 5, 2019 – Coffee with the City Manager at Fruita Starbucks at 7:30 a.m.  

• September 6, 2019 – Food Truck Friday at Civic Center Park, 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.  

• September 15, 2019 – Dog Daze at the Fruita Community Center, 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  

• September 24, 2019 – Hike Dino Hill with Mike at 4:00 p.m.  

• September 27-29, 2019 – Fruita Fall Festival, Downtown Fruita  

• September 28, 2019 – Bike Rodeo at the Fruita Community Center, 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.  

• October 26, 2019 – Truck and Treat at Civic Center Park, 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  

• October 31, 2019 – Trick or Treat Street, Downtown Fruita, 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.  

• November 2, 2019 – Rim Rock Marathon, Colorado National Monument, Fruita Co at 8:00 a.m.  

• December 18, 2019 – Cookies N’ Claus at the Fruita Community Center at 6:00 p.m. 

• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website or at this link.  

• The 2019 Events Information is also available online here. 
 
CC. Department Directors 
Do you have questions about anything in the Weekly Information Update? Please feel free to email us at 
communications@fruita.org.   

https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/519306191.html
https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/District-51-residents-can-submit-ideas-for-new-Fruita-elementary-school-name-521438831.html
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://95rockfm.com/tags/fruita-elementary-school/&ct=ga&cd=CAEYACoTODkzODMyNDE1MjAxNTk1OTc2MTIaY2FmNzBjZmRjY2M0Njk2Njpjb206ZW46VVM&usg=AFQjCNFl6Yrq0M_RiopmHESRSZ71kfB-lQ
https://thebusinesstimes.com/concert-to-benefit-habitat-for-humanity/
https://thebusinesstimes.com/grand-junction-airport-awarded-grant-for-runway-work/
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/eklund-ends-work-on-river-board/article_975200c6-b996-11e9-a2e3-20677ce07cb4.html
https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/District-51-All-Staff-Kickoff-526250341.html
https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Marillac-Health-celebrating-National-Community-Health-Center-Week-526130721.html
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://coloradosun.com/2019/08/08/palisade-plunge-mountain-biking-colorado/&ct=ga&cd=CAEYACoUMTY3MzM0MDc0MTM5NDIzMzA2ODQyGjE0OWQ2YjJlOWJhMjFhYTM6Y29tOmVuOlVT&usg=AFQjCNGq-JATukm9R4T8BYrK1pDii4jBpg
https://www.gjsentinel.com/entertainment/on-a-roll-grand-valley-food-truck-scene-growing-in/article_284b703c-ba17-11e9-bc36-20677ce85d90.html
http://www.fruita.org/calendar
https://www.fruita.org/sites/default/files/fileattachments/parks_and_recreation/page/302/2019_calendar_of_events_1.4.19.pdf
mailto:communications@fruita.org


   
 

 
 

 



   
 

 
 

 

 
 
 



   
 

 
 

 

 



   
 

 
 

 



   
 

 
 

 

 



   
 

 
 

 


