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Weekly Info Update 

To:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From: MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date:  JULY 12, 2019 

Re:  WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE   

Tuesday’s City Council Meeting 
The meeting on Tuesday will begin with a presentation from Fire Chief Frank 
Cavaliere on the Lower Valley Fire Protection District, and a Proclamation for United 
States Navy Week in the City of Fruita.  There are currently four items on the consent 
agenda, one legislative hearing, and two quasi-judicial hearings.  After reports, the 
meeting will conclude with an executive session.   
 

Fruita Awarded the Colorado 
Lottery’s Starburst Award for 
Excellent Use of Lottery Funds 
At the Thursday Night Riverfront 
Concert, the City of Fruita was 
awarded the Starburst Award 
from the Colorado Lottery for the 
Kokopelli Section of the Colorado 
Riverfront Trail project.  This 
award recognizes excellence in 
the use of lottery proceeds for 
community and conservation 
projects.  Great job to everyone 
that was involved!  
 

Old Fruita Bridge Fire 
Lower Valley Fire Protection 
District responded to a fire in the early hours on Thursday this week to find the Old 
Fruita Bridge burning (see news story at this link). The fire damaged much of the 
wooden bridge deck and further investigation is being completed to determine the 
impacts to the structural integrity of the structure. The bridge was already restricted 
for public use, but staff will be installing additional measures to prohibit trespassing 
and/or communicating the safety concerns with being on the bridge.  
 

 

https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/512463941.html


   
 

 
 

Arts and Culture Board Accepting Applications to Fill Vacancy  
We have begun advertising to a fill a vacancy on the Arts and Culture Board.   The purpose of the Arts 
and Culture Board is to create and enhance art and culture in the City of Fruita.  To apply to be on this 
board, interested individuals can find an application at this link.   
 
Introducing Online Utility Payments (continued) 
Coming soon… Fruita residents will have the ability to pay their utility bills online!  24/7 online access 
will be available to residents with options to pay via credit card, debit card, or eCheck.  A convenience 
fee will apply to online payments.  This option will be available through a link from the City’s website at 
www.fruita.org or by visiting www.colorado.gov/payment/cityoffruita.  The City will continue to offer a 
variety of other utility payment options as well.  We are excited to offer this new payment option for 
utility billing and hope it offers a convenient way to make bill paying a bit easier.  For more information, 
please visit this link.   

 
General Updates 

• City sales tax was up 18.39% in May over May of 2018; Thru May of 2019 City sales tax is up 
16.32% over the same period in 2018. 

• On Thursday, the Office of Economic Development and International Trade hosted a Business 
Showcase and Workshop at the Civic Center.  At the workshop, local businesses were able to 
hear from a variety of public agencies and non-profit organizations about the resources 
available to grow business.  

 
• In June, Fruita residents recycled 44 tons of cans, bottles, paper, and cardboard.  The full report 

is below.   

• Speaking of recycling, on Wednesday, staff attended the Western Slope Recycle Colorado Kick 
Off event.  The discussions at this event focuses on recycling efforts across Western Colorado, 
and what other local governments and private organizations are doing to improve recycling 
efforts.  If you want to hear more about the meeting, let me know.   

• On July 31, 2019 at 9:30 a.m., the Mesa County RTPO staff is hosting a meet and greet with new 
staff. The full flyer can be found below.  

 

https://www.fruita.org/sites/default/files/fileattachments/boards_and_commissions/page/222/board_and_commission_application.fillable.pdf
https://www.fruita.org/administration/page/online-utility-payment-options-coming-soon


   
 

 
 

Administration/Finance 
• The City closed on the 2019 Sales and Use Tax Refunding and Improvement Bonds on July 9.  

This refunding resulted in savings of $4.5 million with a net present value of $3.0 million (24.65% 
percentage savings of refunded bonds).  A refunding of the 2009 Bonds has been in the works 
for several years and it is nice to see it come to a successful conclusion.  

 

Engineering 

• Maple Street sewer project had an unexpected waterline break near Columbine Ave. on 
Thursday afternoon.  Ute Water crews worked into the evening to restore service to the area.  
Thanks to the residents for their patience during the outage. United Company crews anticipate 
working through the next few weekends to keep on track for completion prior to the beginning 
of the school year. 

 
Parks and Recreation 

• On the same day the City of Fruita received the Starburst Award (yesterday), the Parks 
Department was able to reopen the Kokopelli Section of the CRT at Reed Wash – the trail is 
completely open now.  There is still some dust and sediment on the trail and Parks will be 
removing that as soon as they are able to.   

• FCC Staff is reviewing its annual HVAC maintenance agreement with GMMI and obtaining 
quotes from other vendors.   

• The Parks and Recreation Advisory Board meet on Monday evening and took a tour of several 
park and trail facilities throughout Fruita, including Reed Park, Little Salt Wash Park, Trail at 
Village at Country Creek, the Big Salt Wash Trailhead and Snooks Bottom Open Space. 

• The Fruita Youth Action Council is planning to host a Splash Bash (back to school event) at the 
Fruita Community Center on August 7th from 5-7pm.  The council will invite middle and high 
school youth to the event to have fun before school starts while promoting the Youth Action 
Council and gathering input and solutions to issues facing our community youth.  Mostly it will 
all be about FUN.  

• Staff attended the National Forest Service Open House on a plan update for the Grand Mesa, 
Uncompaghre and Gunnison (GMUG) National Forests.  The Fruita Section which surrounds the 
Mountain Properties is being designated as General Forest for management purpose as well as a 
High Use Recreation designation along the road traveling through the Fruita Section.  Staff will 
be evaluating and discussing the impacts with NFS staff of these designations. 

 
Planning & Development  
 
To see active reviews of current projects, you may visit: https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-
development-projects  
  
Major/ Minor Subdivisions:     

• Iron Wheel Major Subdivision final plat/plan application under review.     

• Garden Estates Final Plat (located at 910 Adams Drive, south of I-70 and west of 18 Road in 

Fruita, Colorado.)        

https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects


   
 

 
 

• Grand Valley Estates 2 Final Plan/Final Plat (1849 J 2/10 Rd)   

• Bradyville Annexation & Zoning Petition (1897 L Rd)   

• KCP Minor Subdivision (536 Kokopelli Blvd)  

• Brandon Residential PUD Preliminary Plan  

Site Design Review:      

• Colorado Canyons (Family Health West) is far along on the construction of the hospital 

expansion.    

• Einstein’s Bagels/Qdoba: (401 Jurassic Ave #B) has received their planning clearance and has 

started construction.   

• Quench Drinks Site Design Review is complete and getting ready for construction.  

• Coloramo Site Design Review (333 W Aspen) 

 

Other Land Use Applications:    

• 168 N. Elm VRBO  

• 604 E. Aspen Ave VRBO 

• McDonald’s Sign Variance   

 
Public Works 

• Fruita Reservoir #2 is nearly empty, and staff should be able to reduce the frequency of 
monitoring starting next week. 

 
FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  

• Annual Fourth of July Independence Monument Climb.  
• Redlands fire forces home evacuations.  
• Biz Buzz – Karma Kitchen opens on Monday.  
• Mesa County real estate sales slow, but no big downturn foreseen.  
• Crews battle fire in Fruita, old 340 bridge engulfed in flames.  

• A love of yurts inspired this glamp retreat. 
• Where to find best customer service in valley.  
• Bike Mag video—Life of Pie.    
• In rezoning vote, McInnis objects to possible conservation easement. 
• Life of Pie: Creating Community with Pizza and Bikes. 
• Auto theft up statewide, report says.             

• Hail the Trail returns to benefit more trails.  
• Fruita Agricultural Burn.      
• GJ airport interviews candidates for board.  
 

https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Annual-Fourth-of-July-Independence-Monument-climb-512240421.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/redlands-fire-forces-home-evacuations/article_8c77f556-9ee4-11e9-849a-20677ce07cb4.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/business/biz-buzz-for-july/article_6c576ed8-a073-11e9-89c6-20677ce85d90.html
https://thebusinesstimes.com/mesa-county-real-estate-sales-slow-but-no-big-downturn-foreseen/
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/512463941.html
https://www.themercury.com.au/business/a-love-of-yurts-inspired-this-glamp-retreat/video/71a2a2c51a3fb5d1c6b9ac08b884e129
https://kool1079.com/where-to-find-the-best-customer-service-in-grand-junction/
https://www.bikemag.com/videos/video-life-of-pie/
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/in-rezoning-vote-mcinnis-objects-to-possible-conservation-easement/article_12420860-a2d3-11e9-8751-20677ce85d90.html
https://www.tetongravity.com/video/bike/life-of-pie-creating-community-with-pizza-and-bikes
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/auto-thefts-up-statewide-report-says/article_be2f7f16-a398-11e9-a06d-20677ce05640.html&ct=ga&cd=CAEYBSoUMTM0NzI4NjAzNDU3NTEwNDUzOTkyGmE3MjkyYmE2NmRlZjg2ZmM6Y29tOmVuOlVT&usg=AFQjCNFxmRccO0m1xA5Mqjpe-c1ScOxH8w
https://www.endurancebusiness.com/2019/industry-news/hail-the-trail-returns-to-benefit-more-trails/
https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/fruita-agricultural-burn/
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/gj-airport-interviews-candidates-for-board/article_cc1b6292-a466-11e9-ba9a-20677ce05640.html


   
 

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS (Please let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if 
multiple council members plan to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you when 
needed.):  

• July 13, 2019 – Fruita Farmers Market at Civic Center Park, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

• July 18, 2019 – Thursday Night Concert – Frank Bregar Orchestra (Big Band) at 7:30 p.m. at Civic 
Center Park.  

• July 20, 2019 – Fruita Farmers Market at Civic Center Park, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

• July 25, 2019 – Thursday Night Concert – Slim Pickins (Bluegrass) at 7:30 p.m. at Civic Center 
Park.  

• July 27, 2019 – Fruita Farmers Market at Civic Center Park, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

• July 31, 2019 – Paddleboard with the City Manager at Imondi Wake Zone at 7:00 p.m.  

• August 1, 2019 – Thursday Night Concert – Oxymorons (Top 40/Rock Covers) at 7:30 p.m. at 
Civic Center Park.  

• August 3, 2019 – Fruita Farmers Market at Civic Center Park, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

• August 8, 2019 – Thursday Night concert – The Williams Brothers Band (Blues Rock/Grit 
Country) at 7:30 p.m. at Civic Center Park. 

• August 10, 2019 – Fruita Farmers Market at Civic Center Park, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

• August 13, 2019 - Walk downtown Fruita with the City Manager at 10:00 a.m. - meet at the Civic 
Center.  

• August 17, 2019 – Fruita Farmers Market at Civic Center Park, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

• August 21, 2019 – Beer or Rootbeer with the City Manager at Copper Club Brewery at 5:30 p.m 

• August 24, 2019 – Fruita Farmers Market at Civic Center Park, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

• August 31, 2019 – Fruita Farmers Market at Civic Center Park, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

• September 5, 2019 – Coffee with the City Manager at Fruita Starbucks at 7:30 a.m.  

• September 24, 2019 – Hike Dino Hill with Mike at 4:00 p.m.  

• September 27-29, 2019 – Fruita Fall Festival, Downtown Fruita  

• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website or at this link.  

• The 2019 Events Information is also available online here. 
 

 
CC. Department Directors 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fruita.org/calendar
https://www.fruita.org/sites/default/files/fileattachments/parks_and_recreation/page/302/2019_calendar_of_events_1.4.19.pdf


   
 

 
 

 



   
 

 
 

 

 
 
 



   
 

 
 

 
 

 

 



   
 

 
 

 



   
 

 
 

 

 



   
 

 
 

 


