
 

Honor the Past – Envision the Future  FRUITA    

 
 

325 E Aspen 

Suite 155 

Fruita CO  81521 

 

Phone: 

970-858-3663 

 

Fax: 

970-858-0210  

 

E Mail 

fruita@fruita.org 

 

Web Site 

fruita.org 

 

City Manager’s Office 

970-858-3663 

 

City Clerk/Finance 

970-858-3663 

 

Community  

Development 

970-858-0786 

 

Engineering 

970-858-8377 

 

Human Resources 

970-858-8373 

 

Public Works 

970-858-9558 

 

Recreation Dept. 

970-858-0360 

 

 

Weekly Info Update 

To:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From: MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date:  MAY 31, 2019 

Re:  WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE   

Tuesday’s City Council Meeting 
The City Council Meeting next week will begin with five items on the consent agenda.  
There are two legislative hearings, and two quasi-judicial hearings, one on a new 
liquor license application and one on a conditional use permit.  The meeting will 
conclude with the presentation of the Independent Auditor’s Report, 2018 Financial 
Statements and the Fiscal Health Analysis.    
 

Mike the Headless Chicken Festival – Tonight and Tomorrow!  

 
Mike the Headless Chicken (festival) is turning 21 this weekend and the theme is 
“What Happens at Mike, Stays at Mike.” The weekend long Poultry Show at the Civic 
Center begins today at 4:00 p.m., and Stray Grass and Steve Griggs will be headlining 
the concert.  Tomorrow is full of events, including the Disc Golf Tournament at the 
Riverfront Park, the Mike 5k Run/Walk, the Wing and Peep Eating Contest at Suds 
Brothers, and performances by Paper Moon Shiners, Donny Morales, and the North 
Mississippi All Stars, among more.  For the full schedule of activities, please see the 
flyer is provided below.  As usual, because of the Festival, Downtown Fruita will be 
busy this weekend and there will be delays and closures around town.  Aspen, Elm, 



   
 

 
 

and Peach around the Civic Center will be closed all of Friday and Saturday. Aspen until the Circle 
downtown will also be closed from 7 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. for the car show.  Schedule below.  

 
Pivot Product Launch/Press Camp Recap 
As you are aware, Pivot Cycles was here for over a week period recently staying in Fruita.  Pivot brought 
in dealers, editors, and racers that participated in the Grand Junction Off Road Race. The Dealers and 
Editors tested, reviewed, and wrote articles on the new Pivot Mach 4 SL Mountain Bike while riding in 
and around Fruita and enjoying Fruita downtown businesses.  If you are interested in some of the media 
that refers to or has photos of Fruita, the links are provided here.  Pivot has shared all the photos that 
they took and the City of Fruita will be able to use for marketing promotions.  

• First Ride: All New Pivot Mach 4 SL Replaces Two Bikes, Blurs Trail and XC Lines  

• First Ride: Pivot’s XC Race Ready 2020 Mach 4 SL.  

• Pivot Mach 4 SL – First Ride.  

• Pivot Cycles 4 SL first-ride review: Full XC race machine.  

• Pivot’s 2019 Mach 4 SL is an Olympic-level XC beast.  

• Introducing the new Pivot Mach 4 SL.      

• Singletrack Mountain Bike Magazine Video of Kokopelli.     

 
General Updates 

• Congratulations to Family Health West and Western Valley Family Practice. WVFP has joined 
FHW healthcare system. Press release below. 

• Coffee with the City Manager was well attended with a lively discussion about City projects, 
plans, goals, growth and pickleball.  

• The Census Bureau is looking for local people to staff its 2020 Census operations.  Check out this 
link for information about the positions available.   

• The Business Incubator Center has hired a new Incubator Program Director, Laura Mercier. Press 
release attached below.  

• Mayor Kincaid, Councilman Karisny and I attended the meet and greet with new DOLA Executive 
Director Rick Garcia and spent some time discussing Fruita and the great partnership we have 
had with DOLA on many critical infrastructure projects and planning projects completed with 
grant assistance from the Energy Impact Fund.  

• Met with the Grand Valley Transit and the other City managers to review our annual 
intergovernmental agreement. 

• We are coordinating the rest of the annual calendar for the Fruita in Motion comprehensive 
plan process which will include many steering committee meetings, stakeholder meetings, a 
large community party October 3rd and an intense public outreach tour October – December 
with a final open house in January.  Please direct all to follow www.fruitainmotion.org to 
participate.  

• We are finalizing the phase one studies, invoices and grant for the lagoon redevelopment 
project.  

 

 
 

https://www.singletracks.com/blog/mtb-reviews/first-ride-all-new-pivot-mach-4-sl-replaces-two-bikes-blurs-trail-and-xc-lines/
https://www.pinkbike.com/news/first-ride-pivots-xc-race-ready-mach-4-sl.html
https://www.dirtragmag.com/articles/pivot-mach-4-sl-first-ride
https://cyclingtips.com/2019/05/pivot-cycles-mach-4-sl-details-weights-prices-review/
https://www.bikeradar.com/news/pivot-2019-mach-4-sl/
https://www.bikehub.co.za/features/_/gear/gear-news/introducing-the-new-pivot-mach-4-sl-r7840
https://www.facebook.com/singletrackmag/videos/447243039183231/
https://2020census.gov/en/jobs
https://2020census.gov/en/jobs
http://www.fruitainmotion.org/


   
 

 
 

Administration/Finance  

• Staff is preparing operational budget kick-off meeting with departments, assisting with the new 
compensation plan with HR and preparing to present Tuesday night the financial statements, 
which after approved by Council are submitted to the ratings agency and subsequently we will 
receive a rating and start the refunding process to close in July.  

 
Engineering  

• With the school year ending, the Maple Street project is set to begin Monday and an electronic 
sign has been out providing notice of the street closure beginning Monday.  

• We have attempted to get in touch with the Railroad about the length of time rail cars have 
been in the area on the tracks, still not having success getting a response.  

• The CDOT I70 Salt Wash Bridges scour mitigation project that was set for this summer has been 
pushed back to FY22 & 23 due to bids coming in too high and funding being reallocated.  

 
Human Resources/Tourism  

• FTAC is working to schedule a summer team building and strategic planning session.  
• Congrats to our recent Geared Up Award recipients Gary Link and Tony Padilla in Public Works! 

 
Parks & Recreation 

• FCC Outdoor Pool officially open over Memorial Day Weekend and has been getting a 
lot of use with end of school parties, etc.  Come out and enjoy the cool as our weather 
starts to warm up.   

• DinoMites Summer Day camp is completely full.  Due to construction and work at 
Shelledy Elementary, we did move the camp back to the Fruita Community Center. 

• The First Thursday Night Concert is next week!  Come to the Civic Center and enjoy as 
Stray Grass is kicking off the summer season for us. Don’t forget your chair.  

• Unfortunately, we have experienced some vandalism at Little Salt Wash Park and behind 
the Community Center, which the Police Department is investigating.  

 
Planning & Development  
 
To see active reviews of current projects, you may visit: https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-
development-projects  
  
Major/ Minor Subdivisions:     

• Iron Wheel Major Subdivision final plat/plan application under review.     

• Garden Estates Final Plat (located at 910 Adams Drive, south of I-70 and west of 18 Road in 

Fruita, Colorado.)        

• Grand Valley Estates 2 Final Plan/Final Plat (1849 J 2/10 Rd)   

• Bradyville Annexation & Zoning Petition (1897 L Rd)  

• Legacy 3 PUD Preliminary/Final Plan (1101 Kiefer Ave)  

https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects


   
 

 
 

• Oak Creek Estates Final Plan/Final Plat (1149 18 ½ Rd & 1840 K 4/10 Rd)  

 

Site Design Review:      

• Raptor Rd Storage (614 Raptor Rd Storage) is ready to pick up their planning clearance.  

• Colorado Canyons (Family Health West) is far along on the construction of the hospital 

expansion.    

• Einstein’s Bagels/Qdoba: (401 Jurassic Ave #B) has received their planning clearance and starting 

construction soon.  

 

Other Land Use Applications:   

• Birchwood Conditional Use Permit for 5 horses in a Community Residential Zone  

• Land Use Code Amendment: Public Purpose Subdivision: Location & Extent  

• Quench Soda Shop Conditional Use Permit (132 W McCune Ave)  

• Zeuner Conditional Use Permit for a VRBO  

• Mesa Street Conditional Use Permit for VRBO  

 

Public Works  

• We have experienced several irrigation line breaks on the Encanto system averaging about one 
repair per week this year.  

 
 

FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  

• 36 Things to Do This Weekend in Colorado: May 21 – June 2, 2019.  
• Fantastic Fossils 
• Colorado National Monument celebrates 108th birthday.   
• Happy Trails: Rattlesnake Canyon Arches worth the daylong journey of ups and downs.  
• Area Chambers of Commerce adapt in technological age. 
• How Pizza, Bikes, and Passion Helped Build a Fruita Community.   

• Woman with cerebral palsy headed to Miss Colorado Pageant.   
• Despite wet weather, firework safety still a concern.  
• Visit Grand Junction releases new guide.   
• Veterans Saluted on Memorial Day.   
• Ruby-Horsethief extends camping fee season.  

• Wet weather helps Colorado escape drought.  

• More travelers using GJT.  
• Lock it or Lose it.               

 
UPCOMING EVENTS (Please let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if 
multiple council members plan to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you when 
needed.):  

https://www.outtherecolorado.com/36-things-to-do-this-weekend-in-colorado-may-31-june-2-2019/
https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/fantastic-fossils/2029903110
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/510392331.html
https://gazette.com/life/happy-trails-rattlesnake-canyon-arches-worth-the-daylong-journey-of/article_94c61260-7d65-11e9-9bfe-bf08e6e9ddda.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/business/area-chambers-of-commerce-adapt-in-technological-age/article_3c64a202-7f6e-11e9-9759-20677ce05640.html
https://www.adventure-journal.com/2019/05/how-pizza-bikes-and-passion-helped-build-a-fruita-community/
https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Woman-with-cerebral-palsy-headed-to-Miss-Colorado-Pageant-510491071.html
https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Despite-wet-weather-firework-safety-still-a-concern--510398291.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/visit-grand-junction-releases-new-guide/article_77518d6c-80fe-11e9-84f5-20677ce07cb4.html
https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Veterans-saluted-on-Memorial-Day-510489551.html?ref=551
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/ruby-horsethief-extends-camping-fee-season/article_c5ee734e-8046-11e9-b91e-20677ce07cb4.html
https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Wet-weather-helps-Colorado-escape-drought-510528921.html
https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/More-travelers-using-GJT-510539481.html
https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Lock-it-or-lose-it-510644791.html


   
 

 
 

 

• May 31 – June 1, 2019 - Mike the Headless Chicken Festival, Downtown Fruita  

• June 5-8, 2019 - Techstars Startup Week West Slope  

• June 6, 2019 - Thursday Night Concert - Straygrass at 7:30 p.m. at Civic Center Park  

• June 7, 2019 - Food Truck Friday at 7:30 p.m. at Civic Center Park 

• June 8, 2019 – Dinosaur Day at Dinosaur Journey – 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.   

• June 13, 2019 – Thursday Night Concert– Soul Habit (Funk/Soul) at 7:30 p.m. at Civic Center  

• June 15, 2019 – Golf Tournament Fundraiser (American Legion Post 2006) at 8:00 a.m. at Adobe 
Creek Golf Course.   

• June 20, 2019 – Riverfront Concert Series – Sonny Landreth at James M. Robb Fruita State Park, 
gates open at 5:30 p.m., show starts at 7:00 p.m. Tickets required.  

• June 20, 2019 – Thursday Night concert - Flat Top Seed (Blues/Rock) at 5:30 p.m. at Civic Center 
Park  

• June 22, 2019 – Fruita Farmers Market at Civic Center Park, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

• June 24, 2019 – Fruita Chamber of Commerce State of the Community Breakfast at Lower Valley 
Fire District. RSVP here.   

• June 27, 2019 – Riverfront Concert Series – Robert Earl Keen - at James M. Robb Fruita State 
Park, gates open at 5:30 p.m., show starts at 7:00 p.m. Tickets required. 

• June 27, 2019 – Thursday Night Concert - Centennial Band (American Classic) at 7:30 p.m. at 
Civic Center Park.  

• June 29, 2019 - Fruita Farmers Market at Civic Center Park, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  

• July 3, 2019 – Fruita 3rd of July Fireworks Display over Snooks Bottom at dusk.  

• July 4 -  City offices closed and no Thursday night concert.  

• July 6, 2019 - Fruita Farmers Market at Civic Center Park, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  

• July 11, 2019 – Riverfront Concert Series – Tab Benoit at James M. Robb Fruita State Park, gates 
open at 5:30 p.m., show starts at 7:00 p.m. Tickets required. We will also receive our Starbust 
Award on stage prior to the concert for the Kokopelli Section of the Colorado Riverfont Trail 
project.  

• July 11, 2019 -  Thursday Night Concert – Bluegrass Offenders (Bluegrass) at 7:30 p.m. at Civic 
Center Park.  

• July 13, 2019 – Fruita Farmers Market at Civic Center Park, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

• July 18, 2019 – Thursday Night Concert – Frank Bregar Orchestra (Big Band) at 7:30 p.m. at Civic 
Center Park.  

• July 20, 2019 – Fruita Farmers Market at Civic Center Park, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

• July 25, 2019 – Thursday Night Concert – Slim Pickins (Bluegrass) at 7:30 p.m. at Civic Center 
Park.  

• July 27, 2019 – Fruita Farmers Market at Civic Center Park, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

• Aug. 1, 2019 – Thursday Night Concert – Oxymorons (Top 40/Rock Covers) at 7:30 p.m. at Civic 
Center Park.  

• Aug. 3, 2019 – Fruita Farmers Market at Civic Center Park, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

• Aug. 8, 2019 – Thursday Night concert – The Williams Brothers Band (Blues Rock/Grit Country) 
at 7:30 p.m. at Civic Center Park. 

• Aug. 10, 2019 – Fruita Farmers Market at Civic Center Park, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

• Aug. 17, 2019 – Fruita Farmers Market at Civic Center Park, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

http://info.fruitachamber.org/events/details/state-of-the-community-2019-11626


   
 

 
 

• Aug. 24, 2019 – Fruita Farmers Market at Civic Center Park, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

• Aug. 31, 2019 – Fruita Farmers Market at Civic Center Park, 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

•  September 27-29, 2019 – Fruita Fall Festival, Downtown Fruita  

• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website or at this link.  

• The 2019 Events Information is also available online here. 
 

 
CC. Department Directors 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.fruita.org/calendar
https://www.fruita.org/sites/default/files/fileattachments/parks_and_recreation/page/302/2019_calendar_of_events_1.4.19.pdf


   
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



   
 

 
 



   
 

 
 

 



   
 

 
 

 



   
 

 
 

 



   
 

 
 

 


