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     Weekly Info Update 

To:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From: MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date:  March 29, 2019   

Re:  WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE   

 

Tuesday’s City Council Meeting and Workshop  
We will begin our meeting by recognizing students and teachers from Fruita Middle 
School.  Following that, there are two items on the consent agenda, one quasi-
judicial hearing, and one administrative update on the new Work Order System for 
Public Works.  After the meeting our workshop will include two topics, an update on 
the refinancing of FCC Bonds and an overview on conflicts of interest.    
 

Fruita Youth Initiative 
Key Leaders of FYI met yesterday to receive a report from Ture Nycum on the 
successes of FYI thus far. Some of the recent successes include better communication 
and partnerships with local schools and Mesa County Public Health, the integration 
of Positive Youth Development in Parks and Recreation, the identification of 
community issues surrounding youth substance abuse, participation in community 
education sessions, and the creation of the Fruita Youth Action Council.  The 
partnerships between the City, business community, local schools and school district, 
Mesa County Public Health and other community stakeholders is a huge success that 
we want to continue. While the Communities that Care process may be too tedious 
and focused on process more than outcomes, Mesa County Health Department has 
worked with the state to enable us to continue to build on our successes and focus 
on the outcomes identified without all the CTC steps. Over the next few months we 
will onboard the new CTC facilitator with the Health Department and prepare for the 
next steps of the process.  

 
City Manager Engagement Series 
This Tuesday we kicked off the first Explore Fruita with the City Manager.  The 
purpose of this series is to motivate residents to explore and discover Fruita with me 
while discussing current topics or questions that they may have. A small group joined 
us at the Community Center and rode the new Kokopelli section of the Colorado 
Riverfront Trail to Loma and back while discussing items like growth, our 
comprehensive plan process, community engagement, etc. Provided below is the 



   
 

 
 

schedule for upcoming discussions and events. 
Please feel free to join if a time works for you. We 
will continue to try different times, days and 
events to accommodate different schedules.  
 

General Updates 
• Grand Valley Irrigation is on track to turn 

on the water into the canals April 1st.  The 
City of Fruita will turn on city operated 
irrigation systems on April 8thand should 
have water running by April 10th.  Private 
subdivisions will need to contact their 
HOA for a start date.  

• Peter Booth officially resigned from the Museum of Western Colorado this week after serving as 
the Executive Director for the past six years. Mike Perry has agreed to step-in as the interim 
Director until a replacement has been found. Mike previously served as the Executive Director 
for the Museum of Western Colorado and we are fortunate to have him on board to keep 
operations running smoothly until a replacement is found. 

• SE Group is working on fully creating the story board website for the Comprehensive Plan 
update. 

• We received the final study for the Lagoon site and will be evaluating and working with our 
partners on next steps.  

• Councilman Karisny, Sam, Ken and I attended the 521 Drainage Authority Board Workshop #2 
this week focused on discussing the recommendations from the consultant for forming one 
drainage group for the valley. The next workshop is scheduled in April.  

• We continue to work on future staffing and capital needs internally in preparation for the 
budget process.  

• We continue to work with the School District on the new elementary school and high school 
addition. They are planning to host an open house in Fruita to showcase plans for the new 
elementary school—date and time to be out as early as next week.  

• Council members Buck and Karisny and I attended the Building a Better Colorado non-partisan 
focus group of leaders throughout the valley to focus on discussions on the Gallagher 
Amendment, TABOR Amendment and Amendment 23. It was an engaging interactive process. 
We will provide handouts Tuesday night.  

• Mayor Pro Tem Buck and I attended the GJEP Board meeting this week and they are gearing up 
for the Western Colorado Economic Summit April 19th with keynote speaker Stephanie 
Copeland, Managing Partner of Fourpoints Funding and CEO of the Governance Project (former 
Executive Director of OEDIT). Mayor Kincaid and Mayor Pro Tem Buck are registered as well as 
members of staff and I.  

• Keep your eyes out for Real Estate section story on Fruita in Sunday’s GJ Sentinel.  

• Have an awesome weekend! Spring is finally here.  

 
 
 



   
 

 
 

Engineering  
• With irrigation water coming next week, Dirtworks Construction was contracted to complete the 

piping of three (3) irrigation crossings associated with the Highway 6 Sewer Extension project.  
The work is complete and ready for irrigation water.   

• Maple Street Sewer project has a mandatory pre-bid scheduled for Tuesday, April 2 at 1:30 pm. 
The bid opening is currently scheduled for Friday April 5 at 1:30 pm.  Both meetings are to be 
held at the Civic Center.      

• Paving on Cedar Way north of Aspen Ave. was completed this week which was the last of the 
work on the Cedar Way Infrastructure project.         

 
Human Resources/Tourism  

• FTAC met this week and received a report from George Gatseos regarding the Fat Tire Festival 
and 18 Hours of Fruita. The 18 Hours of Fruit race sold out in November.  Both events will be in 
first weekend in May and last year’s change to place the demo vendors at 18 Road Trails has 
increased attendance. More events and vendors selling products will be in the downtown area 
this year.  

• One week from today we take over the Colorado Tourism Office Instagram account “Visit 
Colorado” for a week. Be sure to follow, like, and share the posts. They have 143,000 followers.  

 
Parks & Recreation 

• There were 25 applications received for the Fruita Youth Action Council! We are expecting to 
accept 15 of those applicants for the council.  

• The 9 News Health Fair is tomorrow (3/30/2019) at the Community Center from 7-11 a.m.  

• The Youth Scholarship Golf Tournament is next week on April 5th at Adobe Golf Course.  All 
proceeds from the event go to benefit Youth Scholarships for sports in Fruita.   

 
Planning & Development  
To see active reviews of current projects, you may visit: https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-
development-projects  
  
Major/ Minor Subdivisions:     

• Iron Wheel Major Subdivision final plat/plan application under review.     

• Garden Estates Final Plat (located at 910 Adams Drive, south of I-70 and west of 18 Road in 

Fruita, Colorado.)        

• Grand Valley Estates 2 Final Plan/Final Plat     

• Mossberg Minor Subdivision   

• Bradyville Annexation  

  

Site Design Review:      

• FHE: Construction is nearing completion.      

• Raptor Rd Storage (614 Raptor Rd Storage)    

https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects


   
 

 
 

• Colorado Canyons (Family Health West) is far along on the construction of the hospital 

expansion.    

• Einstein’s Bagels/Qdoba Site Design Review   

 

Other Land Use Applications:   

• 213 N Ash St VRBO  

• Birchwood Conditional Use Permit for 5 horses in a Community Residential Zone  

 

Public Works 

• Public Works is officially fully staffed with all seasonal help that started this week. 

• Crews worked this week on cleaning/burning irrigation ditches and prepping for the start of the 
irrigation season. GVIC is scheduled to start filling the canals on April 1, and the City irrigation 
systems will start being turned on the week of April 8th. 

• The blower project at the WWRF was completed in January of 2019 and, in the first full month 
of operation, we have been seeing a cost savings of roughly 15% in electricity as a result. This 
exceeded our projections and, if these trends continue, we are projecting a savings of up to 
$25k for 2019. This project has also allowed us to better control our treatment process and has 
resulted in some of the best nutrient treatment results we have been able to achieve.   

 

FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  

• Mesa County jobless rates retreats.  
• Flood prevention project at foot of Bookcliffs is nearly complete. 

• Happy trails: A closer look at some of the riding options at 18 Road.   

• Spring biking safety 
• The value of volunteers.  
• Fruita hospital expands to help fight opioid epidemic.   
• On the ready: Getting a list set for my summer activities.   
• Valley near record rain for March.   

• Come for the job, stay for the trails.  Using mountain biking to lure great employees.  

• BLM firefighters ready for fire season.  
• CPW: Leave baby animals alone.  
• Beware of trail closures and conditions this time of year.   
• Scott Mercier: Riding mountain bikes in Mexico for spring break.   

• The Best Things to Do in Colorado this Spring.   
 
UPCOMING EVENTS (Please let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if 
multiple council members plan to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you when 
needed.):  

• March 30, 2019 - The 9 News Health Fair from 7 – 11 am at the Community Center (Flyer 
below). 

• April 5, 2019 – Youth Scholarship Golf Tournament at Adobe Creek Course at 9:00 a.m.  

https://thebusinesstimes.com/mesa-county-jobless-rate-retreats-14/
https://thebusinesstimes.com/mesa-county-jobless-rate-retreats-14/
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/flood-prevention-project-at-foot-of-bookcliffs-is-nearly-complete/article_ebd73cc6-4d29-11e9-8b6f-20677ce05640.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/flood-prevention-project-at-foot-of-bookcliffs-is-nearly-complete/article_ebd73cc6-4d29-11e9-8b6f-20677ce05640.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/outdoors/biking/happy-trails-a-closer-look-at-some-of-the-riding/article_e0bf6360-4df9-11e9-b0ab-20677ce85d90.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/outdoors/biking/happy-trails-a-closer-look-at-some-of-the-riding/article_e0bf6360-4df9-11e9-b0ab-20677ce85d90.html
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/507696731.html
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/507696731.html
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/507278651.html
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/507278651.html
https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Fruita-hospital-expands-to-help-fight-opioid-epidemic-507747711.html
https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Fruita-hospital-expands-to-help-fight-opioid-epidemic-507747711.html
https://www.aspentimes.com/sports/on-the-ready-getting-a-list-set-for-my-summer-adventures/
https://www.aspentimes.com/sports/on-the-ready-getting-a-list-set-for-my-summer-adventures/
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/valley-near-record-rain-for-march/article_dfd1dd40-5112-11e9-8912-20677ce06c14.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/valley-near-record-rain-for-march/article_dfd1dd40-5112-11e9-8912-20677ce06c14.html
https://www.singletracks.com/blog/mtb-trails/come-for-a-job-stay-for-the-trails-how-mtb-lures-employees-to-relocate/
https://www.singletracks.com/blog/mtb-trails/come-for-a-job-stay-for-the-trails-how-mtb-lures-employees-to-relocate/
https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/BLM-firefighters-ready-for-fire-season--507756641.html
https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/BLM-firefighters-ready-for-fire-season--507756641.html
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/507756081.html
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/507756081.html
https://www.vaildaily.com/entertainment/beware-of-trail-closures-and-conditions-this-time-of-year/
https://www.vaildaily.com/entertainment/beware-of-trail-closures-and-conditions-this-time-of-year/
https://www.aspentimes.com/news/sports-news/scott-mercier-riding-mountain-bikes-in-mexico-for-spring-break/
https://www.aspentimes.com/news/sports-news/scott-mercier-riding-mountain-bikes-in-mexico-for-spring-break/
https://kiowacountypress.net/content/best-things-do-colorado-spring
https://kiowacountypress.net/content/best-things-do-colorado-spring


   
 

 
 

• April 6, 2019 – Waste Management Electronics Recycling Event at Civic Center Parking Lot at 
9:00 a.m.  

• April 11, 2019 – Fruita Chamber of Business After Hours at Sud’s Brothers Brewery at 5:30  

• April 12-13, 2019 – Desert Rats Trail Running Festival at Rabbit Valley  

• April 17, 2019 – Easter Egg Scramble at Fruita Community Center at 4:00 p.m.  

• April 17, 2019- Summer Activity Fair at the Fruita Community Center, 6:00-7:30 p.m. 

• April 25, 2019 - Coffee with the City Manager at Best Slope Coffee at 7:30 a.m.  

• April 25, 2019 --  is the Municipalities Dinner in Palisade. 

• April 27, 2019 – COPMOBA Grand Valley Bike Swap at Civic Center Park, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

• May 3-4, 2019 – 18 Hours of Fruita at Highline State Park 

• May 3-5, 2019 – Fruita Fat Tire Festival, Downtown Fruita and 18 Road Trailhead  

• May 4, 2019 – Girls on the Run 5K at Fruita Community Center, at 9:00 a.m. 

• May 8, 2019 – Bike to Work Day, 7-9 a.m. at Civic Center Park  

• May 9, 2019 – Hike Opal Hill with the City Manager – meet at Snooks Bottom at 10:00 a.m.  

• May 11, 2019 – COPMOBA 30th Anniversary Party at Civic Center park  

• May 18, 2019 – History Fair and Pabor Day, Downtown Fruita  

• June 5-8, 2019 – TechStars Startup Week West Slope (flyer provided below)  

• The Business Incubator calendar of events is below.  

• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website or at this link.  

• The 2019 Events Information is also available online here.  
 

 
 

 
CC. Department Directors 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.fruita.org/calendar
http://www.fruita.org/calendar
https://www.fruita.org/sites/default/files/fileattachments/parks_and_recreation/page/302/2019_calendar_of_events_1.4.19.pdf
https://www.fruita.org/sites/default/files/fileattachments/parks_and_recreation/page/302/2019_calendar_of_events_1.4.19.pdf


   
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   
 

 
 

 



   
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   
 

 
 

 



   
 

 
 

 



   
 

 
 

 


