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     Weekly Info Update 

To:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From: MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date:  MARCH 15, 2019  

Re:  WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE   

 
Tuesday’s City Council Meeting 
For the meeting next week, there are no proclamations/presentations or 
administrative updates.  There are four items on the consent agenda.  There will be 
two legislative hearings, one on Oak Creek and the other on an ordinance amending 
the Fruita Municipal Code.  There are also two quasi-judicial hearings regarding Oak 
Creek on the agenda.    
 

Fruita in Motion: Plan Like a Local 
Working with our consultants, we conducted 8 stakeholder meetings with close to 
100 community members to kick off the high-level discussions around updating the 
City’s Comprehensive Plan. Stakeholders included all Fruita school principals, 
superintendent, asst. Superintendent and facilities; city council; planning 
commission; the advisory steering committee; livability commission; business 
owners; partner agencies; city staff; and the development community. It was 
energizing listening to the thoughtful feedback and genuine love and desire for 
maintaining the things the community loves. This officially kicks off the update 
process that will go throughout the rest of the year with many opportunities for the 
community to participate and many efforts reaching out to all groups within the 
community to gather feedback to create the Community’s Comprehensive Plan.  

 
The New GoFruita.com Website is Now Live 
We are excited to announce that the new and redesigned GoFruita website is now 
live.  The website was revamped and reorganized to be more mobile friendly, to 
focus more on all our outdoor recreational opportunities, and to be more visually 
appealing and cleaner.  Checked out the new website at this link.   
 

Mesa County Motor Vehicle Office Now Open in Fruita  
This Tuesday, Mesa County, the City of Fruita, and the Fruita Chamber of Commerce 
hosted a Ribbon Cutting event for the opening of the Mesa County Motor Vehicle 
Office here at Fruita Civic Center.  The office officially opened Tuesday afternoon and 
will be open two days a week on Tuesday and Thursday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
Provided below are a few pictures from the event!  

https://www.gofruita.com/
https://www.gofruita.com/
https://www.gofruita.com/


   
 

 
 

   
 

City Manager Engagement Series (cont.)  
Later this month, I am starting my new community engagement series with the public.  These events will 
focus on casual discussions about the community while exploring Fruita and our local area.  The first 
event will on March 26 at 2 p.m., and we will bike the new Kokopelli portion of the Riverfront Trail.  I am 
looking forward to speaking with the public and getting their input on the city.  The flyer and future 
dates can be found below.  Let me know if you are interested in joining me for any of these dates.   

 
Bicycle Friendly Community Public Survey (cont.) 
As part of the City’s pending Bicycle Friendly Community application, you can help the Bicycle Friendly 
America Friendly program better understand bicyclists’ experiences in our community.  A survey is live 
through March 24th and can be found at this link.  Please complete and share with others.  

 
General Updates 

• We received a letter from BLM thanking us for helping with trash removal from trailheads 
during the government shutdown.  The letter is provided below.   

• City sales tax revenue is up 7. 16 % over 2018 for Jan – Feb.  
 

Planning & Development  

To see active reviews of current projects, you may visit: https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-
development-projects  

  
Major/ Minor Subdivisions:     

• Iron Wheel Major Subdivision final plat/plan application under review.     

• Garden Estates Final Plat (located at 910 Adams Drive, south of I-70 and west of 18 Road in 

Fruita, Colorado.)        

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/app_BFC_SP19
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/app_BFC_SP19
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects


   
 

 
 

• Brandon Estates PUD Amendment and Preliminary Plan     

• Pinedale Estates 3 Minor Subdivision (Replat)  

• Mossberg Minor Subdivision   

• Oak Creek: (Located at the Northwest Corner of 18 ½ & K 4/10 Rd)  

o Annexation Petition  

o Zoning Petition (requesting CR zoning)  

o Preliminary Plan   

 Site Design Review:      

• FHE (Frank Henry Equipment): Construction is underway.      

• Raptor Rd Storage (614 Raptor Rd Storage)     

• Colorado Canyons (Family Health West) has started construction of the hospital expansion.    

• Einstein/Qdoba Site Design Review   

Other Land Use Applications:   

• 213 N Ash St VRBO  

Human Resources/Tourism 

• The new improved tourism website is up and running.  Visit www.gofruita.com. 

• Michael Bramlett started work this week in our Public Works Department!  Welcome Michael! 

Public Works 

• Staff completed training on new work order system and the system is fully launched.   

• Ken Haley assisted in interviewing candidates for the Manager of the Regional Transportation 

Planning Office.   

Engineering 
• The North Maple Bridge project has been bumped a week, the new bid date for the project is 

4/5/2019. 
 

Parks & Recreation 
• The Art Stroll at the Evening of Art went well last Friday.  Right now, the Arts and Culture Board 

and staff are still determining the final amount of net revenues received but it anticipated that 
amount collected from the Art Stroll is near $11,000. 

• March Showers bring April Flowers (and grass and weeds and....).  Parks staff is preparing for the 
Spring and have been aerating parks, applying pre-emergent, etc. 

• Parks staff is interviewing applicants to fill three seasonal positions.  
 

Police Department 

http://www.gofruita.com/
http://www.gofruita.com/


   
 

 
 

• The Police Department participated in a large multi-agency drug investigation involving 
numerous locations throughout the county, including one in Fruita. The Colorado Bureau of 
Investigation is the lead agency on the investigation.  

  
FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  

• Mesa County jobless rate spikes.  

• Free shuttle service to downtown Grand Junction to start end of March.  
• BLM provides roundup of regional projects. 
• Fruita DMV now open.   
• More snow means more run-off for the Grand Valley.  

• Six arrested in county-wide narcotics bust.   
• Foreign trade zone closer to reality.   

• First Colorado all-women wildland firefighting crew starting in Fruita.   
• Avalanche closes Highway 65 over Grand Mesa.  
• City Market workers prepare to strike over health care and wages.  

UPCOMING EVENTS (Please let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if 
multiple council members plan to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you when 
needed.):  

• March 26, 2019 - Bike the Riverfront Trail with the City Manager and City Officials.  Join us for a 
casual and fun discussion on the community, while exploring the new Kokopelli Section of the 
Riverfront Trail.  We will meet at the Fruita Community Center at 2:00 p.m.  

• March 30, 2019 - The 9 News Health Fair from 7 – 11 am at the Community Center (Flyer 
below). 

• April 5, 2019 – Youth Scholarship Golf Tournament at Adobe Creek Course at 9:00 a.m.  

• April 6, 2019 – Waste Management Electronics Recycling Event at Civic Center Parking Lot at 
9:00 a.m.  

• April 12-13, 2019 – Desert Rats Trailing Running Festival at Rabbit Valley  

• April 17, 2019 – Easter Egg Scramble at Fruita Community Center at 4:00 p.m.  

• April 25, 2019 - Coffee with the City Manager at Best Slope Coffee.  We will meet at 7:30 a.m.  

• April 27, 2019 – COPMOBA Grand Valley Bike Swap at Civic Center Park, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

• The Business Incubator calendar of events is below.  

• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website or at this link.  

• The 2019 Events Information is also available online here.  
 

 
 

 
CC. Department Directors 
 

https://thebusinesstimes.com/mesa-county-jobless-rate-spikes-2/
https://www.nbc11news.com/video?vid=507011052
https://www.nbc11news.com/video?vid=507011052
https://the-journal.com/articles/130946
https://the-journal.com/articles/130946
https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Fruita-DMV-now-open-507054001.html
https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Fruita-DMV-now-open-507054001.html
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/507058081.html
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/507058081.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/breaking/update-six-arrested-in-county-wide-narcotics-bust/article_d03b6d5a-45c4-11e9-a744-d7fda8fa493f.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/breaking/update-six-arrested-in-county-wide-narcotics-bust/article_d03b6d5a-45c4-11e9-a744-d7fda8fa493f.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/business/foreign-trade-zone-closer-to-reality/article_ba02e4f8-4616-11e9-bc5b-20677ce85d90.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/business/foreign-trade-zone-closer-to-reality/article_ba02e4f8-4616-11e9-bc5b-20677ce85d90.html
https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/First-Colorado-all-women-wild-land-firefighting-crew-starting-on-Western-Slope-507110671.html
https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/First-Colorado-all-women-wild-land-firefighting-crew-starting-on-Western-Slope-507110671.html
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://www.gjsentinel.com/breaking/avalanche-closes-highway-over-grand-mesa/article_f2daf62e-45b4-11e9-b927-033513316db1.html&ct=ga&cd=CAEYASoTMjQzNzQxNjIyNDcwOTIwODQxMjIaM2MzY2JlZjhlYzg2Y2I4ODpjb206ZW46VVM&usg=AFQjCNHwTyDN06q66D2iL4bOduxE6mKVMw
https://www.google.com/url?rct=j&sa=t&url=https://www.gjsentinel.com/breaking/avalanche-closes-highway-over-grand-mesa/article_f2daf62e-45b4-11e9-b927-033513316db1.html&ct=ga&cd=CAEYASoTMjQzNzQxNjIyNDcwOTIwODQxMjIaM2MzY2JlZjhlYzg2Y2I4ODpjb206ZW46VVM&usg=AFQjCNHwTyDN06q66D2iL4bOduxE6mKVMw
https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/City-Market-workers-prepare-to-strike-over-health-care-and-wages-507174441.html
https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/City-Market-workers-prepare-to-strike-over-health-care-and-wages-507174441.html
http://www.fruita.org/calendar
http://www.fruita.org/calendar
https://www.fruita.org/sites/default/files/fileattachments/parks_and_recreation/page/302/2019_calendar_of_events_1.4.19.pdf
https://www.fruita.org/sites/default/files/fileattachments/parks_and_recreation/page/302/2019_calendar_of_events_1.4.19.pdf


   
 

 
 

 



   
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   
 

 
 

 



   
 

 
 

 



   
 

 
 

 


