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     Weekly Info Update 

To:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From: MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date:  MARCH 22, 2019  

Re:  WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE   

 

Tuesday’s City Council Workshop Cancelled 
The City Council Workshop that was scheduled for March 26th, 2019 has been 
cancelled and is rescheduled to follow the April 2nd, 2019 City Council Meeting.   

 
Happy 36 Year Anniversary to Margaret Sell  
This past Monday, March 18th, was Margaret’s 36-year anniversary with Fruita! To 
honor her anniversary, we got her a Colorado Flag that was flown over the Capital on 
Monday and sent back to her with a letter from the Governor.  Thank you, Margaret, 
for all your hard work and commitment!  
 

 



   
 

 
 

The New GoFruita.com Website is Now Live (cont.)  
We are excited to announce that the new and redesigned GoFruita website is now live.  The website was 
revamped and reorganized to be more mobile friendly, to focus more on all our outdoor recreational 
opportunities, and to be more visually appealing and cleaner.  Checked out the new website at this link.   

 
Last Two Days to Vote! Bicycle Friendly Community Public Survey (cont.) 
As part of the City’s pending Bicycle Friendly Community application, you can help the Bicycle Friendly 
America Friendly program better understand bicyclists’ experiences in our community.  A survey is live 
through March 24th and can be found at this link.  Please complete and share with others.  
 

General Updates 
• I enjoyed participating on a panel with our partners at the Trail Builds Association Sustainable 

Conference held in GJ this week.  Our session highlighted the unique and effective partnership 
we have with local businesses and BLM, and accomplishments like the North Fruita Master Plan, 
the new trails at Kokopelli, and a new maintenance crew through WCCC this fall.   

• In January, Fruita recycled 44 tons of cans, bottles, paper, and cardboard.  The full report is 
provided below.  

• ICMA renewed my Credentialed City Manager status week – an annual qualifying process based 
on professional development and achievements of annual goals.  

• On my own time, I participated in a semi-annual Executive Advisory Board meeting for the 
Romney Institute of Public Service and Ethics at BYU that also included ethics training.   

• Henry and Shannon attended Complete Count Committee Training this week with community 
partners and our local Partnership Representative from the Census Bureau.   

• We wanted to thank everyone who participated in last week’s kick off for the Advisory Steering 
Committee for the Community Plan Update.  It was great to hear from all participants and see 
the level of commitment and excitement for the Fruita community.  The schedule for the 
Steering Committee has been released, and the next two meeting dates are: 

o April 18th at 5:30 p.m.  
o May 16th at 5:30 p.m.  

 
Planning & Development  

To see active reviews of current projects, you may visit: https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-
development-projects  
  
Major/ Minor Subdivisions:     

• Iron Wheel Major Subdivision final plat/plan application under review.     

• Garden Estates Final Plat (located at 910 Adams Drive, south of I-70 and west of 18 Road in 

Fruita, Colorado.)        

• Brandon Estates PUD Amendment and Preliminary Plan     

• Pinedale Estates 3 Minor Subdivision (Replat)  

• Mossberg Minor Subdivision   

• Oak Creek: (Located at the Northwest Corner of 18 ½ & K 4/10 Rd)  

https://www.gofruita.com/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/app_BFC_SP19
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects


   
 

 
 

o Annexation Petition  

o Zoning Petition (requesting CR zoning)  

o Preliminary Plan   

 Site Design Review:      

• FHE (Frank Henry Equipment): Construction is underway.      

• Raptor Rd Storage (614 Raptor Rd Storage)     

• Colorado Canyons (Family Health West) has started construction of the hospital expansion.    

• Einstein/Qdoba Site Design Review   

Other Land Use Applications:   

• 213 N Ash St VRBO  

 

Engineering 
• Maple St. Improvements Project Phase 1 is scheduled for a bid opening on Friday April 5, 2019 

at 1:30 pm.  A mandatory pre-bid meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, April 2, 2019 at 1:30 pm. 

• Mesa County has contracted with Collins Engineers, Inc. to provide design services for the 
replacement of an aluminum corrugated plate culvert located at the 18 1/2 Road crossing of 
Little Salt Wash (just south of L Road/18 1/2 Road intersection).  An initial design meeting was 
held this week to kick off the design process.  Anticipate geotechnical borings in the coming 
week or so which will include some lane closures with flaggers.           

• Pumphouses  at  Reed  Park,  Civic  Center  Park,  and  Prospector  Park  are  scheduled  to  be  
complete  prior  to  the  beginning of irrigation season.    
      

Parks & Recreation 
• Parks Crew is doing a lot of work in preparation of spring and upcoming sports.  The Parks Crew 

is working on the baseball fields and maintaining trails.   

• The last Night at the FCC for 2018/2019 school year was Friday, March 15.   

• Hosted the Future Cats Basketball Camp Monday-Wednesday at the FCC.   

• The FCC has been very busy with all the schools on Spring Break! 

• The Summer Activity Guide is in final proof stages, this will release April 2.   

• A new Guest Services Supervisor was hired.  Meghan Nelson will be joining the full-time staff 
effective April 1.   

 

Police Department 
• Officer Cheryl Yaws’ last day with the department was March 21. We thank Cheryl for her many 

years of service to the community and wish her the best of luck.  
 

Administration/Finance 
• A new set of draft bond documents have been prepared and are in the process of being 

reviewed. The current schedule includes introduction and first reading of the Current Refunding 
Bond Ordinance on April 16 and second reading and public hearing on May 7th with a tentative 
closing date of July 9, 2019.  We will also run a Supplemental Budget Amendment Resolution 



   
 

 
 

alongside the Bond Ordinance to authorize use of funds reserved for future bond payments 
towards the current refunding. 

 
FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  

• D51 lines up ducks for new Fruita elementary school.  
• TABOR question may be on ballot.  
• Visitor numbers at Monument holding steady in past 10 years.  
• Fruita councilor to run for County Commission  
• The value of volunteers: Lower Valley Fire Fighters share their service stories.  
• Travel Channel’s Ghost Adventures to feature GJ Hotel  

• This Colorado museum now has one of the biggest dinosaur bones every found.  

• Buffer zone concerns.  

• Spring burn season is here.  
• Tipton, energy leader talk future of business on Western Slope.  
• Gas prices hike in Colorado higher than national average.  
• Boulder Among Best Biker Towns in the West according to Sunset Magazine.  – Fruita also 

mentioned.  
UPCOMING EVENTS (Please let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if 
multiple council members plan to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you when 
needed.):  

• March 26, 2019 - Bike the Riverfront Trail with the City Manager and City Officials.  Join us for a 
casual and fun discussion on the community, while exploring the new Kokopelli Section of the 
Riverfront Trail.  We will meet at the Fruita Community Center at 2:00 p.m.  

• March 30, 2019 - The 9 News Health Fair from 7 – 11 am at the Community Center (Flyer 
below). 

• April 5, 2019 – Youth Scholarship Golf Tournament at Adobe Creek Course at 9:00 a.m.  

• April 6, 2019 – Waste Management Electronics Recycling Event at Civic Center Parking Lot at 
9:00 a.m.  

• April 12-13, 2019 – Desert Rats Trailing Running Festival at Rabbit Valley  

• April 17, 2019 – Easter Egg Scramble at Fruita Community Center at 4:00 p.m.  

• April 17, 2019- Summer Activity Fair at the Fruita Community Center, 6:00-7:30 p.m. 

• April 25, 2019 - Coffee with the City Manager at Best Slope Coffee at 7:30 a.m.  

• April 27, 2019 – COPMOBA Grand Valley Bike Swap at Civic Center Park, 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

• The Business Incubator calendar of events is below.  

• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website or at this link.  

• The 2019 Events Information is also available online here.  
 

 
 

 
CC. Department Directors 
 

https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/d-lines-up-ducks-for-new-fruita-elementary-school/article_e3b60228-4b96-11e9-9f19-20677ce85d90.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/tabor-question-may-be-on-ballot/article_7e2ab882-4b95-11e9-b6ad-20677ce06c14.html#tncms-source=article-nav-next
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/visitor-numbers-at-monument-holding-steady-in-past-years/article_d39358ae-4acf-11e9-866d-20677ce06c14.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/fruita-councilor-to-run-for-county-commission/article_d3519c8e-4acf-11e9-a241-20677ce06c14.html
https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/The-value-of-volunteers-Lower-Valley-Fire-Fighters-share-their-service-stories-507278621.html
https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Travel-Channels-Ghost-Adventures-to-feature-GJ-hotel--507221321.html
https://www.9news.com/article/news/local/this-colorado-museum-now-has-one-of-the-biggest-dinosaur-bones-ever-found/73-408ffb00-ca0c-4baa-b977-e886b3fe17e9
https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Buffer-zone-concerns-507332631.html
https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Get-ready-for-fire-season-now-507318441.html
https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Tipton-energy-leader-talk-future-of-business-on-Western-Slope-507374011.html
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/Gas-prices-hike-in-Colorado-higher-than-national-average-507403181.html
https://patch.com/colorado/boulder/boulder-among-best-biking-towns-west-says-sunset-magazine
https://patch.com/colorado/boulder/boulder-among-best-biking-towns-west-says-sunset-magazine
http://www.fruita.org/calendar
https://www.fruita.org/sites/default/files/fileattachments/parks_and_recreation/page/302/2019_calendar_of_events_1.4.19.pdf


   
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   
 

 
 

 



   
 

 
 

 



   
 

 
 

 


