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Weekly Info Update 

To:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From: MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date: DECEMBER 7, 2018 

Re:  WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE   

 
New Video Highlighting Fruita-BLM Partnership 
Not long after the BLM state office took notice of the unique, effective partnership 
between the City of Fruita and our local Grand Junction BLM Field Office, they 
created a video to highlight how the two entities partner toward mutual vision and 
goals. See the newly released video here: https://youtu.be/jmPeH4mHds0 

 
General Updates 
• City sales tax revenue thru October is 14.17% above the same period in 2017.  

• The winter issue of the City Link reaches households today. See the e-version on 
www.fruita.org or by clicking  here.  

• A professional surveying firm, High Desert Surveying, was contracted and 
started work this week to provide survey information to be used to further the 
design of the lagoon redevelopment.  

• Kelli McLean will be attending the Grand Valley Leadership Academy in 2019. 
 

Engineering 
• Cedar Way Infrastructure Improvements continues with work in the alley north 

of Aspen Avenue.   

• Highway 6 Sewer has slowed.  Wet conditions have prompted the staff and 
contractor to re-evaluate the direction moving forward.  

• Maple Street Sewer design continues.  Construction of the sewer and road 
improvements will be scheduled for June – August fitting the construction in 
when school is out of session. 

• Chris Dehmel will be attending the Grand Valley Leadership Academy in 2019.  

  
Planning & Development  

To see active reviews of current projects, you may visit: 
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects  

• The Planning Department submitted a Request for Proposals for the 2019 
Community Plan Update. This plan update will establish a new framework for 

https://youtu.be/jmPeH4mHds0
http://www.fruita.org/
https://www.fruita.org/sites/default/files/fileattachments/administration/page/3825/winter2018_web.pdf
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects


 
 

managed growth and detail new ways to approach infill development. We are 
very excited as a City to engage the public with this plan update and continually 
pursue community planning best practices. Proposals are due Jan. 16. 

 
Major/ Minor Subdivisions:   

• Soren Estates is currently under construction.    

• Iron Wheel Major Subdivision final plat/plan application under review.    

• Garden Estates Major Subdivision (located at 910 Adams Drive, south of I-70 and west of 18 
Road in Fruita, Colorado.)   

• Grand Valley Estates II Major Subdivision    

• Cooper Minor Subdivision    

• Brandon Estates PUD Amendment and Preliminary Plan    
 
Site Design Review:   

• FHE: Construction is underway.     

• Snooks Bottom BBQ Site Design (132 West McCune Ave)    

• Raptor Rd Storage (614 Raptor Rd Storage)    

• Colorado Canyons (Family Health West) has started construction of the hospital expansion.   

• Einstein’s Bagels/Qdoba Site Design Review  

• Munchies Restaurant: Currently under construction. 
 

Public Works 
• Fruita had its first snow event of the season this past week, which provided a good test of the 

snow removal equipment with 6 separate breakdowns reported during the event.  Fortunately, 
crews responded early enough that they were able to manage the event well and no significant 
safety issues resulted. 

• Staff has finished their review of work order systems and will be moving forward with Dude 
Solutions, which seems to best meet the immediate work flow needs of the various divisions 
and has strong asset management tools that will assist in future planning.  

 

Parks & Recreation 

• The annual Arts and Craft Fair will be held this Saturday from 10 am – 3 pm at the Fruita 
Community Center – come down and find those stocking stuffers and other gifts.  Later that 
evening, the Chamber’s Parade of lights will be held with many floats, including one from the 
Fruita Parks and Recreation Department – fyi...there's live entertainment on our float!!! 

• December 14th - 20th, the Fruita Health Club will be moving to a new location.  In an effort to 
keep their patrons exercising through the Holiday season, they will be utilizing the Fruita 
Community Center during their shutdown.  We are happy they reached out to us with this 
request and are happy we can help them out. 

• Executive Director Jennifer Stoll has resigned from the Greater Grand Junction Sports 
Commission.  She has been an extremely valuable asset for the Grand Valley, resurrecting the 
Rim Rock Marathon and attracting numerous other sporting events to our region.  With 
Jennifer’s resignation and the passage of 2A in Grand Junction, the Sports Commission is 
evaluating how the next several months and years will look.  As you may know, the City of Fruita 



 
 

has been an active participant in the Commission and its development. City Manager Mike 
Bennett will be meeting with the executive board and partner jurisdictions to discuss next steps 
of the GGJSC.  

 
Administration 

• With final adoption of the 2019 Budget, staff is working on preparing the final budget document 
with the goal of having it posted to the website and to the City Council and staff by the end of 
the year. 

• Billie Nix will be attending the Grand Valley Leadership Academy in 2019. 

• Margaret Sell and Deb Woods will be attending a webinar on the new liquor law legislation next 
week. 

 

Municipal Court 
• Mamie Alsup has joined the City of Fruita as the new Municipal Court Clerk.  She is on board and 

has started training with Lisa Hamilton. Lisa will be retiring at the end of the year. Mamie has 
her work cut out for her following Lisa’s excellent lead, but we are sure she is up to the task. 

• Personal Service Agreements for the Municipal Judge and Associate Municipal Judge will be on 
the December 18 City Council agenda for action by the Council. 

 
FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  

• No more smoking in public (misleading headline): 
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/fruita-no-more-smoking-in-
public/article_b435079a-f85a-11e8-9418-10604b9f6eda.html 

• Ute Water shows appreciation for law enforcement: 
https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/ute-water-shows-appreciation-for-law-
enforcement/1641807286 

• Fruita bans smoking in public spaces: http://mix1043fm.com/gdpr/consent/?redirect=/fruita-
bans-smoking-in-public-places/ AND http://kekbfm.com/fruita-city-council-votes-no-more-
smoking-in-public/ 

• Safety officer shortage could lead to tax increase (GJ): 
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/safety-officer-shortage-could-lead-to-tax-
increase/article_d6530342-f790-11e8-874c-10604b9f6eda.html 

• Fruita woman killed in I-70 accident: https://www.gjsentinel.com/breaking/fruita-woman-killed-
in-i--accident/article_89fee342-f8e1-11e8-b550-3316d5b2e23d.html 

• GJ invites BLM HQ: https://www.gjsentinel.com/lifestyle/grand-junction-invites-blm-
hq/video_174dd10c-f1b9-11e8-8987-870fa3141202.html 

•  

 

UPCOMING EVENTS (Please let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if 
multiple council members plan to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you when 
needed.): 

• Dec. 8 is the annual Holiday Arts & Crafts Fair at the Community Center from 10 am – 3 pm.  
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• Dec. 8 is also annual Hometown Christmas and Parade of Light sin downtown Fruita at 5:30 pm.  

• Dec. 8 is the first annual Tree Lighting at 6:30 pm in Circle Park and announcements of Parade 
winners (Poster below for all 3 events).  

• Dec. 16 is the annual Cookies with Claus event at the Community Center at 6 pm. 

• Dec. 20 is the Chamber Business After Hours at Alpine Bank from 5:30 – 7 pm.  

• The Business Incubator calendar of events is below.  

• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website at: http://www.fruita.org/calendar. 

• The 2018 Events Information is also available online at: 
http://www.fruita.org/parksrec/page/special-events. 
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