
 

Honor the Past – Envision the Future  FRUITA    

 
 

325 E Aspen 

Suite 155 

Fruita CO  81521 

 

Phone: 

970-858-3663 

 

Fax: 

970-858-0210  

 

E Mail 

fruita@fruita.org 

 

Web Site 

fruita.org 

 

City Manager’s Office 

970-858-3663 

 

City Clerk/Finance 

970-858-3663 

 

Community  

Development 

970-858-0786 

 

Engineering 

970-858-8377 

 

Human Resources 

970-858-8373 

 

Public Works 

970-858-9558 

 

Recreation Dept. 

970-858-0360 

 

 

Weekly Info Update 

To:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From: MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date: DECEMBER 21, 2018 

Re:  WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE   

 
City offices will be closed on Dec. 25 in observance of Christmas Day and 
Jan. 1 in observance of New Year’s Day. Merry Christmas  and Happy New 
Year! 
 

This will be the last Weekly Update of 2018—the nest weekly update will be 
Jan. 4th which will include updates from the next two weeks.  
 

General Updates 
• The GJ Airport Director was successful at landing a new direct flight between GJ 

and Chicago once per week beginning June 8, 2019. The service will be Saturday 
only and run June 8 – Oct. 26.  

• See the memo from Colorado National Monument Superintendent Ken Mabery 
below regarding possible government shutdown.  

• The survey of the lagoon property is nearly complete.  

• We are awaiting final execution from DOLA for the Community Plan Update 
grant, the Lagoon Redevelopment grant and the Best & Brightest grant.  

• We had a kick-off meeting with the new City Attorney who is off to a quick start 
working on several items.  

• D51 released a PDF that is attached below regarding the new elementary school 
in Fruita.  

• Busy week meeting with partners: GJEP, Chamber, all area managers, D51 
Foundation and with Cores.  

• We had a festive week at the Civic Center with crazy hat/ugly sweater day 
Thursday and Shelledy 4th graders caroling Friday.  

 



   
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Planning & Development  

Major/ Minor Subdivision Planning & Development  

To see active reviews of current projects, you may visit: https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-

development-projects  

 Major/ Minor Subdivisions:   

• Iron Wheel Major Subdivision final plat/plan application under review   

• Garden Estates Major Subdivision Final Plat  

• Grand Valley Estates II Major Subdivision    

https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects


   
 

 
 

• Cooper Minor Subdivision  

• Brandon Estates PUD Amendment and Preliminary Plan    

• Oak Creek Annexation, Zoning and Preliminary Plan  

• Village at Country Creek #6  

 Site Design Review:   

• Munchies Restaurant: Currently under construction    

• FHE: Construction is underway     

• Snooks Bottom BBQ Site Design (132 West McCune Ave)    

• Raptor Storage (614 Raptor Rd)    

• Colorado Canyons (Family Health West) continues construction of the hospital expansion   

• Einstein’s Bagels/Qdoba Site Design Review  

 

Engineering 
• Cedar Way Infrastructure Improvements project continues with irrigation work progressing in 

the alley west of Cedar Way and north of Aspen Avenue. 

• Highway 6 Interceptor Sewer Extension project has temporarily halted.  Mountain Valley 
Contracting, Inc. and the City have mutually decided to terminate the contract agreement to 
construct the remainder of the project.  City staff is currently working with the second low 
bidder to pursue the completion of the project.   

 
Public Works 

• After an extensive review process, Public Works staff kicked off implementation of a new work 
order system this past week and plan to spend the next couple of months working on getting 
things set up and training staff. 

• Public Works is currently advertising for two Maintenance Worker positions, one to fill a vacant 
Building Maintenance position and one for the new full-time position in Wastewater Collections. 

• All the door locks in the Civic Center were changed out this week and rekeyed as part of some 
planned security improvements. Staff will also continue to work with the Business Incubator in 
the coming year to look at expanding the electronic locking systems on additional doors used by 
FWorks and rental users in the building.   

• 5-2-1 Drainage Authority provided stormwater training for Public Works staff this week and 
completed the annual stormwater audit. The audit went well and no current deficiencies were 
noted, but there are additional stormwater requirements that will go into effect in July of 2019 
and staff will be evaluating what changes may be needed due to changes in the State permit. 

• The two capital projects at the Wastewater Reclamation Facility are wrapping up with the 
startup of both the air ionization equipment and blower modifications completed over the past 
couple of weeks. There will be some additional programming and fine tuning into January, but 
we are expecting that the blower efficiencies will correlate into considerable electrical savings 
and we should be able to provide actual usage comparisons starting in February.      

 



   
 

 
 

Parks & Recreation 

• The Fruita Community Center will have Holiday Hours over the next couple of weeks.  See 
attached flyer. 

• The Fruita Health Club made good use of the FCC during their transition to a new location.  
There were 153 visits to the FCC by Fruita Health Club members over the past six days. 

 
Human Resources/IT/Tourism 

• Open enrollment is complete for 2019 benefits! 

 
 
FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  

• GJ lands direct flight to Chicago: https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/gj-lands-
direct-flight-to-chicago/article_36a4ad0e-0416-11e9-b6b8-10604b9f7e7c.html 

• GJ Council takes up menace issues: drinking, smoking and camping: 
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/council-takes-up-menace-issues-drinking-
smoking-and-camping/article_00b0499e-0419-11e9-8cba-10604b9ffe60.html 

• Vigil held for inclusivity in front of City Hall: 
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/502894721.html 

• Commissioners still confident in BLM move: 
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/502889251.html 

• Eradicating wolves in Colorado was difficult, gruesome endeavor: 
https://www.gjsentinel.com/lifestyle/columns/eradicating-wolves-in-colorado-was-difficult-
gruesome-endeavor/article_49bace42-01c7-11e9-9702-10604b9f6eda.html 

• CPW to increase state park prices: https://www.gjsentinel.com/outdoors/hiking/cpw-to-
increase-state-park-prices/article_3691f092-0100-11e9-a616-10604b9f6eda.html 

• Fees going up at Colorado National Monument: 
https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/fees-going-up-at-colorado-national-
monument/1663240725 

• Superintendent can’t seem to call it a career: 
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/superintendent-can-t-seem-to-call-it-a-
career-just/article_5df8111a-002f-11e9-bce8-10604b9f7e7c.html 

• School District 51’s reorganization analysis is underway: 
https://www.gjsentinel.com/opinion/columns/school-district-s-reorganization-analysis-is-
underway/article_08e70f06-00c9-11e9-b2d7-10604b9f6eda.html 

• You Said It: https://www.gjsentinel.com/opinion/you_said_it/you-said-it-dec/article_0686b1d4-
00fc-11e9-bc10-10604b9f6eda.html 

• Fruita Monument high School Art Show: https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-
news/fruita-monument-high-school-art-show/1665374481 

• HS Football—Zach Rush signs with UNC: https://www.kjct8.com/content/sports/HS-Football-
Zach-Rush-signs-with-UNC-503281121.html 

• Local high schools give back to other students: 
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/Local-high-schoolers-give-back-to-other-students-
503272511.html 
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UPCOMING EVENTS (Please let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if 
multiple council members plan to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you when 
needed.): 

• Dec. 25 City offices will be closed in observance of Christmas.  

• Jan. 1 City offices will be closed in observance of New Year’s Day.  

• Jan. 10 we are hosting the Chamber Business After Hours in the FWorks space at the Civic 
Center from 5:30 – 7:00 pm.  

• Feb. 9  is the 2019 Fruita Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Banquet from 5:30 – 10:00 pm at 
the Community Center (poster below). Details at 
https://info.fruitachamber.org/events/details/2019-annual-awards-banquet-fruita-area-
chamber-of-commerce-11099 

• The Business Incubator calendar of events is below.  

• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website at: http://www.fruita.org/calendar. 

• The 2018 Events Information is also available online at: 
http://www.fruita.org/parksrec/page/special-events. 
 

 
 

 
CC. Department Directors 

 
 

From Colorado National Monument Superintended Ken Mabery: 

Just FYI 

The Official word is that "We remain hopeful that  . . . a spending bill will pass and be signed." 

However, in the event of a Government Shutdown at Midnight tonight, Monument personnel, including 

me, will not have access to any government equipment:  offices, telephones, email, cell phones 

included. I am sorry, but that effectively cuts me off from contacting you.  

We can only respond to preserve life and property (electrical and gas can remain to prevent freezing). 

So, we also must discontinue all public services, including mail and trash service.  We have already 

contacted our cooperator Public Safety Agencies. The East Hill to Glade Park is plowed by Mesa County 

and that will continue in the event of snowstorms. 

We do not know anymore than what the news services are saying. In the event of a shutdown, we are 

instructing employees to listen to the news for orders to come back to work - generally, the day 

following signing of the funding bill. 

https://info.fruitachamber.org/events/details/2019-annual-awards-banquet-fruita-area-chamber-of-commerce-11099
https://info.fruitachamber.org/events/details/2019-annual-awards-banquet-fruita-area-chamber-of-commerce-11099
http://www.fruita.org/calendar
http://www.fruita.org/parksrec/page/special-events


   
 

 
 

I have several meetings scheduled with stakeholders in the Valley and apologize that I will not be 

allowed to attend during a shutdown. 

[Merry Christmas] 

Ken Mabery               

Superintendent                                                               "Do not let the Service 
Colorado National Monument                                          become just another 
1750 Rim Rock Drive                                                       government bureau..."  
Fruita, CO 81521                                                                              --Horace Albright -1933 
970-858-3617 x301 
(cell: 970-270-4382) 
 
 

 
 

 



   
 

 
 

 

 



   
 

 
 

    

 



   
 

 
 

 

 



   
 

 
 

 


