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Weekly Info Update 

To:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From: MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date: NOVEMBER 30, 2018 

Re:  WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE   

 
Tuesday’s City Council Meeting 
We have a special workshop starting at 6:00 pm before the regular City Council 
meeting, which will start at 7:00 pm. Boards and Commissions will be discussed at 
the workshop and the regular meeting has a full agenda with Livability Commission 
appointments, two Conditional Use Permits for VRBOs, Site Design Review for Raptor 
Road Storage, the Second Reading of the Ordinance to prohibit smoking in City parks 
and public grounds, and Adoption of the 2019 Budget! 

 
General Updates 
• See the video recruiting BLM to Grand Junction, recently produced by GJEP and 

sent to Secretary Zinke last week along with an invitation to visit. 
www.vimeo.com/vitalityfilms/blm 

• The new Development page of the City website is now live. This will be a fluid 
page with updates as needed. Some of the resources on the page like our 
relocation guides are due for an update this next year. Check out the site at 
www.fruita.org/development.  

• The Chamber’s annual window decorating contest is in full swing. Registration 
for businesses is found at: http://fruitachamber.org/wp-
content/uploads/2018/11/2018-Window-Wonderland-Registration.pdf 

 
 

Engineering—Cedar Way & Street Project 
• Highway 6 Interceptor Sewer Extension project is working to find ways to 

stabilize the wet soil conditions as they lay 18-inch pipe.   

• Cedar Way Infrastructure project had Aspen Avenue closed for 2 days to run a 
storm drain across Aspen Avenue at Cedar Way.  The sewer and irrigation work 
continue in the alley north of Aspen Ave. 

• Maple Street Sewer Replacement project is in initial design phase.  The 
replacement will occur from Pabor Avenue to just south of Ottley Avenue.  The 
work is planned for construction during the summer when school is out of 
session. 
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Major/ Minor Subdivision Planning & Development  

To see active reviews of current projects, you may visit: https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-
development-projects  

• The Planning Department submitted a Request for Proposals for the 2019 Community Plan 
Update. This plan update will establish a new framework for managed growth and detail new 
ways to approach infill development. We are very excited as a City to engage the public with this 
plan update and continually pursue community planning best practices.  

• On 11/30, we were informed that the City of Fruita received a REDI grant from the Department 
of Local Affairs. This grant was for $25,000 to assist in the redevelopment efforts of the Fruita 
Lagoon Redevelopment project.  
 

Major/ Minor Subdivisions:   

• Soren Estates is currently under construction.    

• Iron Wheel Major Subdivision final plat/plan application under review.    

• Garden Estates Major Subdivision (located at 910 Adams Drive, south of I-70 and west of 18 
Road in Fruita, Colorado.)   

• Grand Valley Estates II Major Subdivision    

• Cooper Minor Subdivision    

• Brandon Estates PUD Amendment and Preliminary Plan    
 
Site Design Review:   

• FHE (Frank Henry Equipment): Construction is underway.     

• Snooks Bottom BBQ Site Design (132 West McCune Ave)    

• Raptor Rd Storage (614 Raptor Rd Storage)    

• Colorado Canyons (Family Health West) has started construction of the hospital expansion.   

• Einstein/Qdoba Site Design Review  

• Munchies Restaurant: Currently under construction. 

 
Administration 

• Continue work on 2019 Draft Budget with minor amendments and fees and charges for 2019 

• Conducted Court Clerk interviews and waiting for reference checks prior to making an offer. 

• Anticipate receiving information from RBC (bond underwriters) for analysis of potential 
refunding of 2009 Sales and Use Tax Bonds for the Community Center early next week. 

 
FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  

• Racers pedal in “Salty Cross” in Fruita: https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Racers-pedal-in-
Salty-Cross-in-Fruita-501215381.html 

• Small-town charm on display in Fruita: https://www.gjsentinel.com/opinion/printed-letters-
nov/article_a1fb5a18-ef93-11e8-8b85-ab8811b3e0ad.html 
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• Fruita rancher to assist governor-elect: https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/briefs/in-brief-
nov/article_48a4f59c-efb0-11e8-a28e-10604b9f6eda.html 

• Man accused of harassing his ex-wife: 
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/man-accused-of-harassing-his-ex-
wife/article_4a9cdb80-efb0-11e8-99b8-10604b9f6eda.html 

• Some locals choose Fresh Air Friday over Black Friday: 
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/501150682.html 

• Chamber asking state to hold off on sales tax regulations: 
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/500977781.html 

•  

 

UPCOMING EVENTS (Please let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if 
multiple council members plan to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you when 
needed.): 

• Dec. 5 is the Chamber Business toolbox at Raspberry Hill Boutique from 12 – 1pm on the topic of 
Social Media with speaker Kayla Brown (bring your own lunch).  

• Dec. 8 is the annual Holiday Arts & Crafts Fair at the Community Center from 10 am – 3pm.  

• Dec. 8 is also annual Hometown Christmas and Parade of Light sin downtown Fruita at 5:30pm.  

• Dec. 8 is the first annual Tree Lighting at 6:30 pm in Circle Park and announcements of Parade 
winners (Poster below for all 3 events).  

• Dec. 16 is the annual Cookies with Clause event at the Community Center at 6pm. 

• The Business Incubator calendar of events is below.  

• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website at: http://www.fruita.org/calendar. 

• The 2018 Events Information is also available online at: 
http://www.fruita.org/parksrec/page/special-events. 
 

 
CC. Department Directors 
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2019 BUDGET REVIEW CALENDAR 

September 25 City Council Workshop 

• Presentation and overview of proposed 2019 Budget  MS 

• Review/Update Budget Policies    MS 

• Future budget review discussions/calendar  MB 

 

October 2 City Council Meeting 

• General Fund Overview     MS 

• Police Department Budget Presentation   DK 

• Planning Department Budget Presentation  DC 

• Public Works General Fund    KH 



 
 

 

October 16 City Council Meeting 

• Personnel Issues (health care, pay plan, staffing)  OB 

• Marketing and Promotion Fund     OB 

• Capital Projects Overview     SA 

• Fleet Maintenance Fund     KH 

• Irrigation Fund      KH 

 

October 23 City Council Workshop  

• Outside Agency Funding Requests and Policy  MB/MS 

• Other Funds (Trash, DCC, CTF, DTS)   MS 

• Sewer Fund      KH 

 

November 6 City Council Meeting 

• Sewer Fund      KH 

• Community Center Fund      TN 

• Parks and Recreation – General Fund   TN 

 

November 20 City Council Meeting 

• Public Hearing – 2019 Budget Overview   MS 

 

December 4 City Council Workshop 

• Wrap Up – Finalization of outstanding issues  MS 

 

December 4 City Council Meeting 

• Final Adoption of Budget     MS 

• Adoption of 2019 Fees and Charges Resolution  MS 

• Adoption of Mill Levy     MS 



 
  



 
 

 



 
 

 


