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Weekly Info Update 

To:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From: MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date: NOVEMBER 21, 2018 

Re:  EARLY WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE   

 
General Updates 
• City Offices will be Closed Thursday and Friday, Nov. 22-23 for Thanksgiving.  

• City Council Workshop Rescheduled from Tuesday, Nov. 27 to 6-7 pm Dec. 4 
prior to the regular City Council meeting at 7 pm due to the D51 Long-Range 
Facility Committee meeting from 4-8 pm Nov. 27.  

• Remember Small Business Saturday this week to support the amazing small 
businesses in Fruita greatly support our economy! 

• High Desert Surveying will soon begin conducting the needed survey for the 
lagoon property. 

• Local law firm Hoskin Farina & Kampf will assist the City and our private partner 
to develop a private-partnership agreement we will bring to Council for 
discussion in December.  

• We received a good response from attorneys and firms for our request for 
proposals for City Attorney services and will work with Mayor Pro Tem Buck and 
Councilman Karisny to narrow down interviews for Dec. 10 with the entire City 
Council and Staff Leadership Team.  

• We are working on the grant agreement with DOLA for the Community Plan 
update. 

• The RFP for a consultant to assist with the Community Plan update is drafted 
and will be reviewed and posted next week.  

 

Engineering—Cedar Way & Street Project 
Cedar St. was paved Tuesday, which completes all the improvements south of Aspen 
for this project. There will be a full closure of Aspen Ave. at Cedar St. next Thursday 
and Friday to install storm drain across Aspen.  The contractor is planning on 
installing variable message boards at Aspen and Cedar this Friday and running them 
for 5 days prior to the closure. We will notify the schools and contacts as we did with 
the previous closure. We expect to be able to open Aspen to through traffic Friday 
afternoon barring any unforeseen issues. Of note, finishing the improvements on 
south Cedar accomplishes one of the main goals of this project, which was to provide 
better drainage for residents on S. Cedar St. Our intention was to have S. Cedar 



 
 

buttoned up by Thanksgiving and to work on the remaining phases of the project over the winter 
months and we are now back on schedule to make that happen.   

 

Major/ Minor Subdivision Planning & Development  

To see active reviews of current projects, you may visit: https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-
development-projects  

Major/ Minor Subdivisions:   

• Soren Estates is currently under construction.    

• Brandon Estates PUD Amendment and Preliminary Plan 

• Iron Wheel Major Subdivision final plat/plan application under review.    

• Garden Estates Major Subdivision (located at 910 Adams Drive, south of I-70 and west of 18 
Road in Fruita, Colorado.)   

• Grand Valley Estates II Major Subdivision    

• Cooper Minor Subdivision    
 

Site Design Review:   

• FHE (Frank Henry Equipment): Construction is underway.    

• Munchies Restaurant: Currently under construction. 

• Snooks Bottom BBQ Site Design (132 West McCune Ave)    

• Raptor Rd Storage (614 Raptor Rd Storage)    

• Colorado Canyons (Family Health West) has started construction of the hospital expansion.   

• Einstein’s Bagels/Qdoba Site Design Review  
 

Other Projects:  

• 230 N. Mulberry St. CUP Vacation Rental  
• 168 S Maple St. CUP Vacation Rental  

 
Parks & Recreation 

• Christmas lights in downtown Fruita and at the Fruita Community Center are now on at night for 
the community to enjoy. Thanks to the Parks staff for being creative and spreading the holiday 
cheer—they do an awesome job! 

 
Public Works 

• All the new street signs for Pine St. have been ordered. 

• Crews and equipment are ready for snow.  

• Work continues on more road asphalt patches.  

• Public works teamed with Grand Valley power to transport new telephone poles from Sidney 
Nebraska to repair the I-70 billboard.  

• Colorado Department of Transportation is blowing cracks and crack sealing Hwy 6 through 

Fruita.  

https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects


 
 

• CDOT has a website for complaints if people contact you regarding 

this.   https://www.codot.gov/topcontent/contact-cdot 

 

FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  
• Flow of cash into state is up: https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/flow-of-

cash-into-state-is-up/article_2f123b82-ed56-11e8-8bf2-10604b9ffe60.html 

• Lunch lady provides healthy meals to kids: https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Lunch-lady-
provides-healthy-meals-to-kids-500638431.html 

• CSP introduces “Hidden Scars” video series: https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-
news/csp-introduces-hidden-scars-video-series/1601380967 

• Elected officials shuffle in their jobs: 
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/elected-officials-shuffle-in-their-
jobs/article_cf7006a8-ec8f-11e8-bcd0-10604b9f1ff4.html 

• Palisade Plunge gets $527,000 grant: https://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Palisade-Plunge-
gets-527000-grant-500870881.html 

• Mesa County libraries host “Giving Trees”: https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-
news/mesa-county-libraries-host-giving-trees-/1608183634 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS (Please let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if 
multiple council members plan to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you when 
needed.): 

• Nov. 22-23 City offices will be closed for the Thanksgiving holiday.  

• Nov. 24 is Shop Small Business Saturday.  

• Nov. 23 – 25 is the annual cyclocross races at Little Salt Wash Park: 
o 11/23/2018 (Friday) 2pm – 6 pm:  Team Gobble Cross at Little Salt Wash Park, Fruita. 

Random team assignment cyclocross bike racing while celebrating Thanksgiving. 
o 11/24/2018 (Saturday) 8 am - 4 pm:  Salty Cross Day 1 at Little Salt Wash Park, Fruita. 

Cyclocross Bike Races & 5k cross country run race. 
o 11/25/2018 (Sunday) 8 am – 4 pm:  Salty Cross Day 2 at Little Salt Wash Park, Fruita. 

Cyclocross Bike Races  & 5k cross country run race.  

• Dec. 8 is the annual Holiday Arts & Crafts Fair at the Community Center from 10 am – 3 pm.  

• Dec. 8 is also annual Hometown Christmas and Parade of Lights in downtown Fruita at 5:30 pm.  

• Dec. 8 is the first annual Tree Lighting at 6:30 pm in Circle Park and announcements of Parade 
winners (Poster below for all 3 events).  

• Dec. 16 is the annual Cookies with Clause event at the Community Center at 6 pm. 

• The Business Incubator calendar of events is below.  

• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website at: http://www.fruita.org/calendar. 

• The 2018 Events Information is also available online at: 
http://www.fruita.org/parksrec/page/special-events. 

 
 

CC. Department Directors 
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2019 BUDGET REVIEW CALENDAR 

September 25 City Council Workshop 

• Presentation and overview of proposed 2019 Budget  MS 

• Review/Update Budget Policies    MS 

• Future budget review discussions/calendar  MB 

 

October 2 City Council Meeting 

• General Fund Overview     MS 

• Police Department Budget Presentation   DK 

• Planning Department Budget Presentation  DC 

• Public Works General Fund    KH 



 
 

 

October 16 City Council Meeting 

• Personnel Issues (health care, pay plan, staffing)  OB 

• Marketing and Promotion Fund     OB 

• Capital Projects Overview     SA 

• Fleet Maintenance Fund     KH 

• Irrigation Fund      KH 

 

October 23 City Council Workshop  

• Outside Agency Funding Requests and Policy  MB/MS 

• Other Funds (Trash, DCC, CTF, DTS)   MS 

• Sewer Fund      KH 

 

November 6 City Council Meeting 

• Sewer Fund      KH 

• Community Center Fund      TN 

• Parks and Recreation – General Fund   TN 

 

November 20 City Council Meeting 

• Public Hearing – 2019 Budget Overview   MS 

 

December 4 City Council Workshop 

• Wrap Up – Finalization of outstanding issues  MS 

 

December 4 City Council Meeting 

• Final Adoption of Budget     MS 

• Adoption of 2019 Fees and Charges Resolution  MS 

• Adoption of Mill Levy     MS 



 
  



 
 

 



 
 

 


