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Weekly Info Update 

To:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From: MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date: NOVEMBER 16, 2018 

Re:  WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE   

 
City Offices will be Closed Thursday and Friday, Nov. 22-23 for Thanksgiving.  
 
Tuesday’s City Council Meeting 
The agenda begins with the Proclamation on inclusivity (below) which is the 
culmination of drafts that Council members began drafting immediately following the 
events of last week to focus on what Fruita is versus what it is not. Also, on the 
agenda is first reading for the 2019 proposed budget with the second reading and 
public hearing on Dec. 4. The emergency ordinance for a moratorium on sign code 
variance requests in the general commercial zone is also included. The semi-annual 
informal review of the Municipal judge is also scheduled for executive session.  
 

FRUITA’S INCLUSIVITY PROCLAMATION (DRAFT) 
 
WHEREAS, Fruita strives to be a community based on mutual respect and 
understanding; a community that welcomes and values all residents, treating 
everyone with human dignity and respect, and  
 
WHEREAS, people of all races, religions, nationalities, genders, sexual orientations, 
ages, physical abilities and cultures live and work together within Fruita and bring 
pride to our community, and  
 
WHEREAS, racism, intolerance, bigotry and fear lead to discrimination and discord, 
which threatens the strength, diversity, health and safety of our community, and 
 
WHEREAS, the City of Fruita welcomes all people who recognize the rights of 
individuals to live their lives with dignity, free of racism, discrimination, intolerance, 
bigotry and hostility, 
 
THEREFORE, We, the Fruita City Council, declare that our community is committed to 
making Fruita a welcoming, inclusive and safe community for everyone; we condemn 
racism and those who attempt to fan the flames of bigotry and intolerance.  
 



 
 

We, on behalf of all Fruita residents, deplore expressions and acts of hostility, intimidation and 
harassment, and, instead, encourage the elimination of racism and prejudice everywhere it exists. 
 

We hereby affirm our commitment to ensure that all members of our community are free from acts that 
are rooted in fear, ignorance, prejudice, and hate, and we urge all our citizens to judge one another only 
by the strength and qualities of their character.  

 
 

Livability Commission Information Meeting 
The Livability Commission is off and running.  On Thursday, an informational meeting for Fruita area 

residents who are interested in helping with the Livability effort was held and we had about 30 people 

attend. If anyone is interested in learning more about the Livability Commission, please visit the Fruita 

Boards and Commissions web page at: www.fruita.org/bc-livability. This group will be advisory to the 

City Council and assist the City in our Livability Assessment. We also selected Vitality Films to assist us in 

creating a video to invite the community to participate in our Livability Tour throughout Fruita in 2019. 

We began working with them this week.    

Planning Commission & City Council Training 
The training on Tuesday was a great overview on the legalities, criteria and process for Planning 
Commission and City Council when considering annexation, zoning and subdivision requests. City 
Attorney Ed Sands gave a great overview and answered questions. The memo he drafted for the training 
is posted below.  

 
General Updates 

• City sales tax revenue was up 22% in September over September 2017. 

• Year-to-date city sales tax revenue is up 11% over same period in 2017. 

• Oil/gas related city sales tax revenue has recently returned and if you were to take it out, 
revenue would be up 3% over 2017 in city sales tax revenue (reminder:  2017 was up 12% over 
2016).  

• We had an all-supervisor meeting this week to cover the 2019 proposed budget highlights, 
cross-departmental updates and a brief training.  

• Big thanks to our Police Department in their handling of the events that transpired this past 
week! 

• We received an application for an Einstein’s Bagels and Qdoba to be located on the vacant lot 
next to Subway.  

• Our DOLA Best & Brightest Intern for 2019-2020 came for a visit to meet department directors 
and HR prior to his start Jan. 7.  

• We are narrowing down quotes for legal services to help draft the public private partnership for 
the lagoon redevelopment project and quotes from engineering firms to conduct a survey of the 
lagoon property.  

• Mayor Kincaid, Dan Caris and I toured the Courtyard building this week with Family Health West. 

• Mayor Kincaid and I attended a lunch meeting with Spectrum to learn about the new gigabit 
service to residents and businesses in the Valley which will be a big benefit to our area.  

http://www.fruita.org/bc-livability


 
 

• We toured Mara Hardy, new employee with GJEP around Fruita this week.  

• The Chamber After Hours was well attended this week at Rib City.  

• See the video created by Over the Edge on T.H.E. Trails Summit: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r7iSA2Ub_vw 

• Work continues on the new Economic Development landing page for our website—soon to be 
live.  

• We had the audio visual group out to work on the sound system in Council Chambers. New 
maps, white board and the goals are being worked on to add in the room. It was recently 
painted as well.  

 

Engineering 
• Cedar Way Infrastructure Improvements project continued to pour concrete curb gutter and 

sidewalk in preparation of asphalt.  The current schedule is to pave Cedar Way next week. 

• Highway 6 Sewer project has slowed with wet conditions.  Contractor is attempting to find an 
alternate aggregate for trench stabilization. 

• Staff will be participating next week in selecting a consultant for updating the Mesa County 
Travel Demand Model which is used for determining future road classifications.  

 
 

Planning & Development 
To see active reviews of current projects, you may visit: https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-
development-projects 

  
Major/ Minor Subdivisions:   

• Soren Estates is currently under construction.    

• Iron Wheel Major Subdivision final plat/plan application under review.    

• Garden Estates Major Subdivision (located at 910 Adams Drive, south of I-70 and west of 18 
Road in Fruita, Colorado.)   

• Grand Valley Estates II Major Subdivision    

• Cooper Minor Subdivision    

• Brandon Estates PUD Amendment and Preliminary Plan     
 
Site Design Review:   
 

• Munchies Restaurant: Currently under construction.    

• FHE (Frank Henry Equipment): Construction is underway.     

• Snooks Bottom BBQ Site Design (132 West McCune Ave)    

• Raptor Rd Storage (614 Raptor Rd Storage)    

• Colorado Canyons (Family Health West) has started construction of the hospital expansion.   

• Einstein/Qdoba Site Design Review (lot next to Subway) 
 
  

Parks & Recreation 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r7iSA2Ub_vw
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects
https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects


 
 

• Christmas lights in downtown Fruita and at the Fruita Community Center will be lit on 

Wednesday evening, prior to Thanksgiving. The holiday season has officially begun. The Grinch is 

out, banners changed over and lights are ready. Thanks to the Parks staff for being creative and 

spreading the holiday cheer. 

• Parks has also been busy winterizing lines, added new wood chips in playgrounds, spraying for 

weeds control, ordering swings for Reed Park and have installed the new ADA sidewalk at 

Heritage Park and added Fruita gear skate stops in the downtown.  

Administration 
• Our Finance Director Margaret Sell represented the City at the annual Colorado Government 

Finance Association Conference this week speaking on Fruita’s budget process.  
 

Public Works 
• Staff is working on re-keying the Civic Center.  

• Public Works will be replacing many of the street name signs in the City.  

• Crews are working on winter preparations.  

• Work continues on more road asphalt patches.  

• Fleet was able to hire a mechanic this week. 

 
Human Resources & Tourism 

• The City United Way campaign is complete with employees voluntarily selecting to contribute to 
United Way throughout the year.  

• Below is a copy of the recent report from Slate Communications.  



 
 

 



 
 

 

FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  
• Fruita has three athletes sign on letter of intent signing day: 

https://www.nbc11news.com/content/sports/500547631.html AND 
https://www.gjsentinel.com/sports/high_schools/several-valley-prep-athletes-sign-national-
letters-of-intent/article_9da01a02-e8a0-11e8-8ea2-10604b9f7e7c.html AND 
https://www.westernslopenow.com/sports/valley-athletes-sign-letters-of-intent-to-play-
collegiate-sports/1597748105 

• Bring a smoking ban: https://www.gjsentinel.com/opinion/editorials/bring-a-smoking-
ban/article_ebc9b94e-e7a7-11e8-ab5d-10604b9f6eda.html 

• Smoking snuffed in Fruita? https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/smoking-
snuffed-in-fruita/article_4550682e-e707-11e8-a016-10604b9f7e7c.html 

• Emily Batty and Lance Armstrong join-up for rip in Fruita: 
https://cyclingmagazine.ca/sections/news/emily-batty-and-lance-armstrong-join-up-for-a-rip-in-
colorado/ 

• A salute to local veterans: https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/500217931.html 

• The Grand Valley honors veterans: https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/the-
grand-valley-honors-veterans/1587281990 

• Building tomorrow’s economy with the Grand Junction Economic Partnership¨ 
https://innotechtoday.com/fueling-tomorrows-economy-the-grand-junction-economic-
partnership/ 

• Nazi flag stories—there were many locally, in Denver and nationally, but here are a few: Nazi, 
Confederate flags flown outside Fruita home taken down after protest: 
https://kdvr.com/2018/11/14/nazi-confederate-flags-flown-outside-fruita-home-taken-down-
after-protest/ AND https://www.denverpost.com/2018/11/11/fruita-nazi-flag-protesters/ AND 
https://www.cnn.com/2018/11/13/us/nazi-flag-colorado-protests-trnd/index.html AND 
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/swastika-offends-residents-of-
fruita/article_58bd8552-e317-11e8-a781-10604b9f6eda.html 

• Palisade plans to reshuffle parks and rec: 
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/palisade-plans-to-reshuffle-parks-and-
rec/article_45171ab0-e707-11e8-a014-10604b9f7e7c.html  

 

UPCOMING EVENTS (Please let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if 
multiple council members plan to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you when 
needed.): 

• Nov. 22-23 City offices will be closed for the Thanksgiving holiday.  

• Nov. 24 is Shop Small Business Saturday.  

• Nov. 23 – 25 is the annual, and much anticipated cyclocross races at Little Salt Wash Park: 
o 11/23/2018 (Friday) 2 pm – 6 pm:  Team Gobble Cross at Little Salt Wash Park, Fruita. 

Random team assignment cyclocross bike racing while celebrating Thanksgiving. 
o 11/24/2018 (Saturday) 8 am - 4 pm:  Salty Cross Day 1 at Little Salt Wash Park, Fruita. 

Cyclocross Bike Races & 5k cross country run race. 
o 11/25/2018 (Sunday) 8 am – 4 pm:  Salty Cross Day 2 at Little Salt Wash Park, Fruita. 

https://www.nbc11news.com/content/sports/500547631.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/sports/high_schools/several-valley-prep-athletes-sign-national-letters-of-intent/article_9da01a02-e8a0-11e8-8ea2-10604b9f7e7c.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/sports/high_schools/several-valley-prep-athletes-sign-national-letters-of-intent/article_9da01a02-e8a0-11e8-8ea2-10604b9f7e7c.html
https://www.westernslopenow.com/sports/valley-athletes-sign-letters-of-intent-to-play-collegiate-sports/1597748105
https://www.westernslopenow.com/sports/valley-athletes-sign-letters-of-intent-to-play-collegiate-sports/1597748105
https://www.gjsentinel.com/opinion/editorials/bring-a-smoking-ban/article_ebc9b94e-e7a7-11e8-ab5d-10604b9f6eda.html
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https://cyclingmagazine.ca/sections/news/emily-batty-and-lance-armstrong-join-up-for-a-rip-in-colorado/
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Cyclocross Bike Races  & 5k cross country run race.  

• Dec. 8 is the annual Holiday Arts & Crafts Fair at the Community Center from 10 am – 3 pm.  

• Dec. 8 is also annual Hometown Christmas and Parade of Lights in downtown Fruita at 5:30 pm.  

• Dec. 8 is the first annual Tree Lighting at 6:30 pm in Circle Park and announcements of Parade 
winners (Poster below for all 3 events).  

• Dec. 16 is the annual Cookies with Clause event at the Community Center at 6 pm. 

• The Business Incubator calendar of events is below.  

• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website at: http://www.fruita.org/calendar. 

• The 2018 Events Information is also available online at: 
http://www.fruita.org/parksrec/page/special-events. 
 

 
 

 
CC. Department Directors 

 
 
 

 

 

http://www.fruita.org/calendar
http://www.fruita.org/parksrec/page/special-events


 
 

 

    

2019 BUDGET REVIEW CALENDAR 

September 25 City Council Workshop 

• Presentation and overview of proposed 2019 Budget  MS 

• Review/Update Budget Policies    MS 

• Future budget review discussions/calendar  MB 

 

October 2 City Council Meeting 

• General Fund Overview     MS 

• Police Department Budget Presentation   DK 

• Planning Department Budget Presentation  DC 

• Public Works General Fund    KH 

 

October 16 City Council Meeting 

• Personnel Issues (health care, pay plan, staffing)  OB 

• Marketing and Promotion Fund     OB 

• Capital Projects Overview     SA 

• Fleet Maintenance Fund     KH 

• Irrigation Fund      KH 

 

October 23 City Council Workshop  

• Outside Agency Funding Requests and Policy  MB/MS 

• Other Funds (Trash, DCC, CTF, DTS)   MS 

• Sewer Fund      KH 

 

November 6 City Council Meeting 

• Sewer Fund      KH 

• Community Center Fund      TN 

• Parks and Recreation – General Fund   TN 

 



 
 

November 20 City Council Meeting 

• Public Hearing – 2019 Budget Overview   MS 

 

December 4 City Council Workshop 

• Wrap Up – Finalization of outstanding issues  MS 

 

December 4 City Council Meeting 

• Final Adoption of Budget     MS 

• Adoption of 2019 Fees and Charges Resolution  MS 

• Adoption of Mill Levy     MS 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
  



 
 

 



 
 

 


