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     Weekly Info Update 

To:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From: MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date: OCTOBER 26, 2018 

Re:  WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE   

 
Tuesday’s City Council Joint Workshop with D51 Board of Education 
We will hold a special workshop on this fifth Tuesday with the D51 Board of 
Education. I will give them a brief overview of our goals and population growth. They 
will then present some of the current work to address the student capacity issues at 
Fruita schools and scenarios they are working on currently in conjunction with the 
long-range facility planning process. Time will then be available for open discussion.  

 
Pine Street Closure   
The contractor has completed the installation of the utilities in Pine Street for the 
Cedar Way Infrastructure Improvements project.  Repaving of the pavement surface 
is scheduled for Saturday, October 26th assuming the weather holds out.  If paving is 
not completed this Saturday, it will be scheduled for this coming Monday.   As soon 
as the paving operations are complete, Pine Street will be reopened to traffic. 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

General Updates 
• We submitted the administrative grant to DOLA for our comprehensive plan update. 

• We also submitted the REDI grant with DOLA for the lagoons.  

• We are also finalizing the GOCO grant for the update of the POST plan due next week.  

• Mayor Kincaid, Mayor Pro-Tem Buck, Ture and I met with the Colorado Parks & Wildlife Grant 
Committee and local BLM staff Thursday to tour trails and discuss maintenance and 
partnerships. This is the group that we received the North Fruita Desert Master Plan grant from.  

• I had a great meeting with the new Interim Superintendent and the Assistant Superintendent of 
the School District planning the agenda for the joint BOE and City Council meeting Tuesday.  

• Councilor Karisny, Dan, Sam and I attended the D51 Long-range planning workshop #2 Tuesday 
evening. The Demographer presented scenarios for new schools in Fruita for the group to 
discuss. None of these are concrete at this point, but they are being reviewed.  A few slides from 
the presentation are below:  



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 
Engineering 

• Sidewalk grinding project is complete.   Grinding took place at approximately 40 locations where 
concrete joints were offset. 

• ADA improvements at Heritage Park have been completed. 

• Cedar Way Infrastructure Improvement’s storm drain connection in Pine Street completed. 

• Highway 6 Sewer Interceptor is progressing with over 1,000 feet of pipe installed to date.   
 

Planning & Development 
To see active reviews of current projects, you may visit: https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-
development-projects 

 
Major/ Minor Subdivisions:  

• Soren Estates is currently under construction.   

• Iron Wheel Major Subdivision final plat/plan application under review.   

https://www.fruita.org/cd/page/current-development-projects
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• Garden Estates Major Subdivision (located at 910 Adams Drive, south of I-70 and west of 18 
Road in Fruita, Colorado.)  

• Grand Valley Estates II Major Subdivision   

• Cooper Minor Subdivision   

• Brandon Estates PUD Amendment and Preliminary Plan   
 

Site Design Review:  
 

• Munchies Restaurant: Currently under construction.   

• FHE (Frank Henry Equipment): Construction is underway.    

• Snooks Bottom BBQ Site Design (132 West McCune Ave)   

• Raptor Rd Storage (614 Raptor Rd Storage)   

• Colorado Canyons (Family Health West) has started construction of the hospital expansion.  
 

Other Projects & Code Amendments: 

• Land Use Code Amendment: Parking Exception Process  

• Land Use Code Amendment: Revegetation Fee for Plat Hold process   

• Land Use Code Amendment: Minor Subdivision   

• Land Use Code Amendment: Downtown Mixed-Use  

• Munchies Sign Variance  

 
Parks & Recreation 

• The ever-popular Truck-n-Treat is tomorrow on 10/27.  Rec staff has secured a lot of the same 

great trucks and more for youth to see and climb on.  Bring your Halloween bag for candy. 

• The following Saturday, November 3rd is the Rim Rock Marathon.  The race will once again finish 

in Circle Park.  We are looking forward to hosting runners throughout the region and country to 

Fruita. 

• Public Works and Parks staff have been pal’ing around this week. Together they have re-graded 

and placed boulders in the Snooks Bottom parking lot. The boulders are being placed to help 

direct parking as well as lesson the ruts caused from folks doing ‘donuts’. We hope this is a good 

solution. We have also had sloughing on near the Creekside trail and working towards mitigating 

any long-term impacts. 

Administration 

• The City received a rating update on the 2009 Sales and Use Tax Revenue Bonds for the Fruita 
Community Center from S & P. The rating was upgraded from A to A+ based on criteria 
application. 

• The updated 2019 Draft Budget is posted on the City’s website at:  
http://www.fruita.org/administration/page/finance 

• HR will begin recruiting/advertising to fill the Municipal Court Clerk position.  
 

http://www.fruita.org/administration/page/finance


 
 

  
Police 

• New Officer Sarah Hackley will be starting with us Monday, October 29th. She comes to us with a 
lot of good experience from Bernalillo County, AZ.  

 
 

FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  
• Biz Buzz—Fruita’s new J and J’s Bar & Grill: https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/business/biz-

buzz-oct/article_dd9aea62-d4ee-11e8-9d7b-10604b9f1ff4.html 

• Retired deputy taught his skills to a generation: 
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/retired-deputy-taught-his-skills-to-a-
generation/article_bab7c9bc-d817-11e8-9fce-10604b9f6eda.html 

• Construction industry short of workers: 
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/business/construction-industry-short-of-
workers/article_9943e552-d4ef-11e8-b0ed-10604b9f6eda.html 

• Cowboys win 6th grade title; Chiefs capture 5th grade crown: 
https://www.gjsentinel.com/sports/community/cowboys-win-th-grade-title-chiefs-capture-th-
grade-crown/article_a74e938c-d750-11e8-88a8-10604b9f6eda.html 

• Double amputee rides scooter across Colorado: 
https://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/498370891.html 

• CMU will Add Two to the Hall of Honor: https://www.westernslopenow.com/sports/cmu-will-
add-two-to-the-hall-of-honor/1542984408 
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS (When an RSVP is required I will include the information. I also ask that you 
let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if multiple council members plan 
to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you.): 

• Tomorrow, Oct. 27 is Truck-N-Treat in downtown from 10 am – noon.  

• Oct. 31 is Trick or Treat Street with downtown businesses from 3-5 pm. Drop into City Hall to 
see staff in 80’s rock characters.  

• Oct.30 will be a special joint City Council and D51 Board of Education meeting at 6:30 pm at the 
Fruita Civic Center.   

• Nov. 2 is the Colorado West Land Trust Annual Open House from 4-7 pm at 1006 Main Street, GJ 
(invite below). 

• Nov. 3 will be the Rim Rock Marathon ending in downtown Fruita at Circle Park.  

• Nov. 9 will be the 4th annual Economic Development Summit hosted by AGNC in Rangely at the 
CNCC – Rangely Campus from 9 am – 3 pm.  

• Nov. 12 City offices will be closed in observance of Veterans Day.  

• Nov. 24 is Shop Small Business Saturday and will be the evening the City Holiday lights are 
turned on.  

• Nov. 23 – 25 is the annual, and much anticipated cyclocross races at Little Salt Wash Park: 
o 11/23/2018 (Friday) 2 pm – 6 pm:  Team Gobble Cross at Little Salt Wash Park, Fruita. 
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Random team assignment cyclocross bike racing while celebrating Thanksgiving. 
o 11/24/2018 (Saturday) 8 am - 4 pm:  Salty Cross Day 1 at Little Salt Wash Park, Fruita. 

Cyclocross Bike Races & 5k cross country run race. 
o 11/25/2018 (Sunday) 8 am - 4pm:  Salty Cross Day 2 at Little Salt Wash Park, Fruita. 

Cyclocross Bike Races  & 5k cross country run race.  

• Dec. 8 is the annual Holiday Arts & Crafts Fair at the Community Center from 10 am – 3 pm.  

• Dec. 8 is also annual Hometown Christmas and Parade of Lights in downtown Fruita at 5:30 pm.  

• Dec. 8 is the first annual Tree Lighting at 6:30 pm in Circle Park and announcements of Parade 
winners (Poster below for all 3 events).  

• Dec. 16 is the annual Cookies with Clause event at the Community Center at 6 pm. 

• The Business Incubator calendar of events is below.  

• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website at: http://www.fruita.org/calendar. 

• The 2018 Events Information is also available online at: 
http://www.fruita.org/parksrec/page/special-events. 
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2019 BUDGET REVIEW CALENDAR 

September 25 City Council Workshop 

• Presentation and overview of proposed 2019 Budget  MS 

• Review/Update Budget Policies    MS 

• Future budget review discussions/calendar  MB 

 

October 2 City Council Meeting 

• General Fund Overview     MS 

• Police Department Budget Presentation   DK 



 
 

• Planning Department Budget Presentation  DC 

• Public Works General Fund    KH 

 

October 16 City Council Meeting 

• Personnel Issues (health care, pay plan, staffing)  OB 

• Marketing and Promotion Fund     OB 

• Capital Projects Overview     SA 

• Fleet Maintenance Fund     KH 

• Irrigation Fund      KH 

 

October 23 City Council Workshop  

• Outside Agency Funding Requests and Policy  MB/MS 

• Other Funds (Trash, DCC, CTF, DTS)   MS 

• Sewer Fund      KH 

 

November 6 City Council Meeting 

• Sewer Fund      KH 

• Community Center Fund      TN 

• Parks and Recreation – General Fund   TN 

 

November 20 City Council Meeting 

• Public Hearing – 2019 Budget Overview   MS 

 

November 27, City Council Workshop 

• Wrap Up – Finalization of outstanding issues  MS 

 

December 4 City Council Meeting 

• Final Adoption of Budget     MS 

• Adoption of 2019 Fees and Charges Resolution  MS 

• Adoption of Mill Levy     MS 
 



 
 

 



 
  



 
 

 



 
 

 


