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     Weekly Info Update 
To:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From: MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date: August 10, 2018 

Re:  WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE   

SBDC & Governor’s Small Business Advisory Council Community Forum 
We enjoyed having the state director for the Small Business Development Center and 
members of the Governor’s Small Business Advisory Council in town Thursday though 
today. They enjoyed a fun Fruita night out conducted small business and community 
leader visits/interviews this morning before having their wrap-up lunch and heading 
back over the mountain. Thanks to our local SBDC for arranging and scheduling 
everything. This was in response to the designation of Fruita as a Certified Small 
Business Community. They had a chance to meet with Council members Ken Kreie 
and Lori Buck, Mayor Kincaid, me, Chamber Director Jennifer Seal and local 
businesses including Roan Creek Ranch Grocery, Alpha Dog LLC and Nexa1, Vintage 
Overland, Over the Edge Sports, Imondi Wake Zone as well as enjoying some local 
businesses as well. They will compile a white paper on the visit and what they 
learned and share feedback to the Governor’s cabinet.  
 
Mayor announces opening of new portion of the Kokopelli section of the 
Colorado Riverfront Trail  
Mayor Kincaid addressed the nearly 2,000 attendees of the last Riverfront Concert 
Series at James M. Robb State Park in Fruita, announcing more of the new trail is now 
open. The entire Kokopelli section of the Riverfront Trail should be completed in mid-
September, in time for the Kokopelli 140 mountain bike race from downtown Fruita 
to Moab (144 miles which the Mayor is riding in its entirety and we will have a City 
relay team also). The formal “tube-cutting ceremony” will be October 11 in 
conjunction with the first annual T.H.E. Trail Summit. Opening today is an additional 
1.5 miles, now allowing people to enjoy the trail from the Little Salt Wash Trial al the 
way to Reed Wash. Final work is still being completed at the bridge over Reed Wash 
and under the Interstate, in addition to future signage, benches and other final 
pieces of the project prior to Oct. 11.  
 
Congrats to Tom Casal, Cyle Bilger and the Aquatics Staff! 
The Aquatics Department received recognition this past week from the American Red 
Cross as a Gold Level provider for learn to swim programs. Red Cross awarded this 
distinction to 13 (out of approximately 600 communities) throughout Colorado, 
Wyoming and Utah. The City on average provides 2,000 swim lessons a year, which 



 
 

surpasses communities like Salt Lake City in Utah and Boulder and Lakewood in Colorado. This is some 
pretty cool recognition!    

 
 

Charter Spectrum Gigabit Service in Fruita 
Charter announced the launch of gigabit Internet service in Fruita and the greater Mesa County area and 
beyond to Delta, Montrose, Delores, Durango and Mancos. Charter claims the announcement means 
Fruita residential and small business customer will now receive the same gig services offered in their top 
markets such as Boston, Los Angeles, and Dallas. The service is not limited to a few select 
neighborhoods but throughout the Fruita footprint. The full press release is below.  
 
Great Picture by the way… (Credit: MJ Thomas Photography) 
 

  



 
 

 
TID BITS:  

 June 2018 sales tax revenues were 8.67 % above June 2017 (2% up if you remove 
oil/gas sector). Year to date, we are 7.10 % above 2017 thru June.  

 We have scheduled the annual City-Chamber Economic Development Forum for 
Aug. 29 from 6-8 pm at the Lagoon Property 9or Dinosaur Journey depending on 
weather)—we will cover development occurring and being planned for in multiple 
quadrants of the City. Flyer below.  

 Councilman Karisny, Ken Haley and I attended the 5-2-1 Board meeting Monday 
where they decided to move forward with creating one entity to cover all drainage 
needs in the valley and potentially seek a grant to fund a facilitator to set this up—
we will be asked to provide a financial contribution for the grant match this year.  

 Councilman Karisny (in a good-looking Fruita shirt 😊) also participated in a 5-2-1 
Board press conference Thursday morning with each board member stating the 
collaborative effort to work to create a valley-wide drainage solution to address 
drainage issues.  

 We continue to coordinate with the organizer of the Kokopelli 140 race happening 
Sept. 7-8. Two legs of the mountain bike race will leave Fruita—one at 7 am Friday 
and one at 12 am Saturday. They are still seeking volunteer groups to be paid to 
help at aid stations. 

 I enjoyed handing out Kids Aid food bags to youth with the Fruita Rotary Club 
Thursday—I am so impressed with the way this group gives back to the community! 

 
Engineering 

 The last of the concrete was placed this week for Phase II of the Kokopelli Trail.  
Hand rail still needs to be completed for the section of trail from Reed Wash to the 
Loma Exit. The trail is open from 15 Road to the west 1.5 miles and will be closed 
from Reed Wash west to the Loma Exit until all the hand railing is complete. 

 The Rim Rock Trail improvements are progressing with the section from Arches 
Drive to Rim Rock Elementary scheduled to be back open prior to the first day of 
school (next Wednesday Aug. 15). A detour is scheduled for the trail section from 
Pine Street to Arches Drive starting next week until completed. The detour will run 
from Pine Street into Wolf Creek Court and out to Arches Drive just north of the Rim 
Rock Trail. 

 Highway 6 Sewer manholes have been placed on order after a contract was 
executed this week with Mountain Valley Contracting, Inc. The project will construct 
a new 18-inch interceptor sewer between the Union Pacific Railroad tracks and I-70 
from 18 Road to east of the 18 ½ Road future alignment before crossing the railroad 
tracks and highway 6.        

 
Planning & Development 

  
Major Subdivisions   
 Soren Estates is currently under construction. 



 
 

 Pinewood Estates is currently under construction. Sewer and Water connections 
have been completed. Roads and sidewalks should be coming soon.   

 Iron Wheel Major Subdivision will be before City Council August 7, 2018.  
 Oak Creek Minor Subdivision (located at 18 ½ & K.4 Rd) is currently under review  
 Garden Estates Major Subdivision (located at 910 Adams Drive, south of I-70 and 

west of 18 Road in Fruita, Colorado.) 
 Oak Creek Major Subdivision (located at 18 ½ & K.4 Rd) 

 
Site Design Review   
 Munchies Restaurant: Currently under construction.  
 FHE (Frank Henry Equipment): Construction is underway. 
 Dolan Storage Units: proposing about 30 new storage units along Highway 6 & 50. 

Staff is working with the applicant on their application.   
 Brandon Commercial Phase III has been submitted for review. 
 Snooks Bottom BBQ Site Design (132 West McCune Ave) is submitted and under 

review.  
 Softgel Co. Site Design (853 Raptor Rd)is submitted and under review. 

 
           

Special Projects  
 Oak Creek North Annexation (The project is located on the northwest corner of K 

4/10 Road at the intersection with 18 ½ Road.) 
 Oak Creek South Annexation (The project is located on the northwest corner of K 

4/10 Road at the intersection with 18 ½ Road.) 
 Fruita Collar Club Conditional Use Permit- dog boarding/daycare facility located at 

110 E. McCune Ave.  
 

 
Public Works 

 Fruita and Mesa County road crews applied fog seal to multiple streets this week as 
the final step in the chip seal process. This required each street section to be closed 
for a few hours to let the oil dry and prevent it from getting on vehicles. The final 
product turned out great and we are scheduled to re-stripe the streets the week of 
Aug. 20th. 

 The I-70 wastewater lift station has continued to experience operational issues with 
its control systems over the past two weeks. Crews have had to spend extra time 
monitoring/responding to the station and are evaluating alternatives to reduce 
potential outages and callouts.   

 Wastewater Division received their replacement skid steer this week, which is used 
process biosolids materials and move equipment/materials around the WWRF site. 



 
 

 
 
Parks & Recreation 

 Don’t forget Cops and Cars this Saturday at Little Salt Wash Park! 
 The Community Center parking lot lights are now all converted to LED lights. 
 Received 9 proposals for the North Fruita Desert Master Plan project and will be 

reviewing those with our trail partners.  
 Back on Track – the FCC had its busiest July ever by 80 visits.  Overall, though 

visitation is down year to date by just over 6,000 visits. This is in part due to some 
RecTrac / Network issues we encountered after upgrading our system late 
2018. June visitation was also down for some reason but July sure did rebound for 

us😊. Comparing revenues through July 17 to 18, the FCC is up by over $47,000 
dollars. This is a result of the pass fee increase we implemented in January to offset 
the increase in minimum wage costs. Full report is below. 

 Congrats to Over the Edge International for securing a Colorado Tourism $5,000 
grant for T.H.E Trail Summit in Fruita Oct. 10-12. 

 Check out this article that highlights the Rim Rock Marathon: 
https://www.mydigitalpublication.com/publication/?i=513351#{"issue_id":513351,"
page":60}\ 

 
Police 

 National Night Out was Tuesday. Vista Valley and Woodland Subdivisions had 
neighborhood events. 

 Corporal Ross Young accepted a position with the Mesa County Sheriff’s Office. His 
last day will be August 11. His absence will leave a huge hole to be filled in the 
department, but we wish him the best of luck with his new endeavor. We are 
actively recruiting to fill the vacancy. 



 
 

 Officers are working on problem solving a new rash of graffiti incidents that 
occurred primarily in the northeastern part of the city. 

 
Human Resources/Tourism 

 Continuing to work on obtaining quotes for health insurance for 2019.   
 Checking references on finalists for the Accounting position. 
 Blood Drive was a success yesterday.  There were at least 18 blood donors.   

 
Admin/Finance 

 Budget, budget, budget—work progresses on preparing the 2019 budget. 
 
FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  

 Fruita advances housing project (CORRECTED FROM MISTAKE IN PRINTED VERSION REGARDING 
PAYMENT OF FEES WHICH WAS REDACTED IN THE Aug. 9 PRINT EDITION): 
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/fruita-advances-housing-
project/article_4b67fe62-9ad0-11e8-83b7-10604b9f1ff4.html 

 Be fruitful and multiply: https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/be-fruitful-and-
multiply/article_6e2500b4-9a06-11e8-821e-10604b9f1ff4.html 

 Mesa County suing Federal government over PILT money: 
http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/Mesa-County-to-sue-federal-government-over-
PILT-money-490210891.html 

 Raising awareness one trash bag at a time: https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-
news/raising-awareness-one-trash-bag-at-a-time/1346798858 

 Dinosaur Hill gets new signs to display historical importance: 
http://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Dinosaur-Hill-gets-new-signs-to-display-historical-
importance-490303811.html 

 Real estate update: housing shortage in Grand Valley: 
http://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Real-estate-update-housing-shortage-in-Grand-Valley---
490300471.html 

 Printed letter—wait until connector trail is complete to ride on it: 
https://www.gjsentinel.com/opinion/printed-letters-aug/article_9506db6e-9a9a-11e8-9e09-
dbd5e4d33fb9.html 

 Biz Buzz—New dental office in Fruita; https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/business/biz-buzz-
aug/article_9964d85c-9acf-11e8-97aa-10604b9ffe60.html 

 Suit: royalty panel industry-heavy, secretive: 
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/suit-royalty-panel-industry-heavy-
secretive/article_993df976-9acf-11e8-97a6-10604b9ffe60.html 

 Groups look to solve drainage issue; Unsure how to pay for it: 
http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/Groups-look-to-solve-drainage-issue-Unsure-how-
to-pay-for-it-490506241.html 

 Drainage doldrums: https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/drainage-
doldrums/article_9f8fca72-9c62-11e8-a409-10604b9f7e7c.html 



 
 

 County, Cities, and Agencies propose stormwater drainage solution: 
https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/county-cities-and-agencies-propose-
stormwater-drainage-solution/1358048659 

 International coworking day shines light on growing valley industry: 
http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/International-co-working-day-shines-light-on-
growing-Valley-industry-490505511.html 

 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS (When an RSVP is required I will include the information. I also ask that you 
let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if multiple council members plan 
to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you.): 

 Tonight, Aug. 10 is Food Truck Friday in Civic Center Park from 5:30 – 8:30 pm.  
 Tomorrow, Aug. 11 is the 5th annual Cops & Cars Car Show at Little Salt Wash Park.  
 Aug. 11 is the weekly Farmer’s Market in Civic Center Park from 8:30 am – 12: 30 pm. 
 Aug. 15 we are hosting the AGNC Board meeting at the Community Center from 9am – 1:30 pm.  
 Aug. 16 is the Chamber Business After Hours from 5:30 pm – 7 pm at Imondi Wake Zone.  
 Aug. 18 is the weekly Farmer’s Market in Civic Center Park from 8:30 am – 12: 30 pm. 
 Aug. 25 is the weekly Farmer’s Market in Civic Center Park from 8:30 am – 12: 30 pm. 
 Aug. 25 is the official grand opening event for the Cameo Shooting and Education Complex. 

More info to come.  
 Sept. 7 is Food Truck Friday from 5:30 – 8:30 pm in Civic Center Parks. 
 Sept. 7 & 8 is the Kokopelli 140 Ultra Run and Mountain Bike Race from downtown Fruita to 

Moab. www.kokopelli140.com Mayor Kincaid is riding the two-day race—all 140 miles, and the 
City will also have a relay team! 

 Sept. 15 is the Fruita Residents & HOA Board Member Workshop with our Code Compliance 
Officer from 9am – 11 am at the Fruita Community Center.  

 Sept. 28 is the last Food Truck Friday for the year from 5:30 – 8:30 pm in Civic Center Park. 
 The Business Incubator calendar of events is below.  
 The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website at: http://www.fruita.org/calendar. 
 The 2018 Events Information is also available online at: 

http://www.fruita.org/parksrec/page/special-events and upcoming are copied below. 
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Spectrum Launches Spectrum Internet® Gig and Spectrum Business® Internet Gig 
in the Grand Junction Area 

GRAND JUNCTION, Colo. (August 9, 2018) – Charter Communications, Inc. (NASDAQ:CHTR) 
today announced the launch of Spectrum Internet Gig for residential customers and Spectrum 
Business Internet Gig for small and medium-sized business clients in the Grand Junction, 
Palisade and Fruita areas, featuring the deployment of DOCSIS 3.1 internet services delivering a 
1 Gbps connection to the home or business. 
 
Spectrum is fully committed to bringing faster internet speeds to the communities it serves 
with no modem fees or data caps. Priced at $104.99 per month for new residential customers, 
Spectrum Internet Gig is now available to more than 70 percent of the company’s footprint and 
will be available throughout virtually all of Spectrum’s 41-state service area by the end of 2018. 
 
“Spectrum’s state-of-the-art, fiber-rich network allows us to deploy dramatically faster 
broadband speeds, including gigabit connections, broadly and rapidly,” said Tom Rutledge, 
Charter Communications Chairman and Chief Executive Officer. “As consumer demands for 



 
 

bandwidth and capacity grow, our world-class network is best-positioned to meet these 
demands, today and into the future.” 

With Spectrum Internet Gig, residential customers have access to faster and more powerful 
internet speeds for streaming video, online gaming, downloading music and more across 
multiple devices without sacrificing performance. Spectrum Internet Gig is offered with no data 
caps or contracts, includes a modem and free in-home WiFi, and is backed by a 30-day money 
back guarantee. For more information on Spectrum’s full suite of advanced broadband services, 
please visit www.spectrum.com. 

Spectrum Business Internet Gig is available to new customers starting at $249.99 per month, 
which includes a modem, customer WiFi for businesses with public seating or lobby areas, 
custom domain and email addresses, cloud backup and desktop security software at no 
additional charge. For more details on Spectrum Business’ full suite of advanced solutions, visit 
www.business.spectrum.com or call 1-855-272-8857. 

About Spectrum 
Spectrum is a suite of advanced broadband services offered by Charter Communications, Inc. 
(NASDAQ:CHTR), a leading broadband communications company and the second largest cable 
operator in the United States. Spectrum provides a full range of services, including Spectrum 
TV®, Spectrum Internet®, and Spectrum Voice®. Spectrum Business® similarly provides scalable, 
and cost-effective broadband communications solutions to small and medium sized business 
organizations, including Internet access, business telephone, and TV services. Spectrum 
Enterprise is a national provider of scalable, fiber-based technology solutions serving many of 
America's largest businesses and communications service providers. Charter's advertising sales 
and production services are sold under the Spectrum Reach® brand. Charter's news and sports 
networks are operated under the Spectrum Networks brand. More information about Spectrum 
can be found at spectrum.com. 
 

### 
 
Media Contact 
Bret Picciolo 
bret.picciolo@charter.com 
(720) 482-4237 
@CharterNewsroom 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 

 

    



 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 


