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     Weekly Info Update 
To:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From: MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER    

Date: JULY 6, 2018 

Re:  WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE   

 
July City Council Meeting Schedule 
1. Meeting of Tuesday, July 3rd – cancelled 
2. Meeting of Tuesday, July 17th – 7:00 p.m. (no changes) 
3. Special Meeting of Tuesday, July 24th – cancelled and changed to Special 
Meeting of Tuesday, July 31st at 6:30 pm. Please arrive at 5:30 pm for business 
portraits. The Workshop Meeting will follow at 7pm. This is in place of the cancelled 
workshop of Tuesday, July 24th. 
 
BLM Seeks Comments on Proposed Changes to Improve Fruita Area Camping 
(Shared by NCA Manager Collin Ewing—cont.) 
If I have seen you recently I believe I have mentioned to you that our office is hoping 
to make some improvements to the camping situation in Rabbit Valley.  The area has 
become very popular and there are very few developed campsites. As more and 
more people dispersed camp in the area we are seeing impacts to recreation 
experiences as well as to the spectacular resources that draw folks to the area 
(i.e.wildlife habitat and archaeology).In order to improve the situation we are 
proposing new campgrounds, and fees so that we can provide core facilities and 
services, including improved trails! In addition, BLM is looking at changes at 18 Road 
to expand camping, and an events area. We are currently seeking public comments 
to help us refine our proposal. Please take a look, and please distribute widely. 
https://www.blm.gov/press-release/blm-seeks-comments-proposed-changes-
improve-fruita-area-camping. 
*Staff will be preparing supportive comments for both camping expansions on 
behalf of the City. If you have any specific thoughts, please let me know soon. 
 
TID BITS: 
 May City sales tax revenues were 2% over May 2017. Annual City sales tax 
revenue is 6.7% over 2017 thru May.  
 The Colorado National Monument announced that the east entrance road work 
is complete, including a state-of-the-art safety system to alert drivers of cyclists on 
the road and that they will be increasing camping fees from $20/night to $22/night.  



 
 

 Huge thanks goes to the Recreation staff and volunteers with the Chamber and 
Make a Wish Foundation for throwing a successful alternative to the fireworks 
event Tuesday night in Civic Center Park! The park was full of people enjoying 
hotdogs and other refreshments, great music and a color explosion.  

 Civic Center Park has been a happening place with the recent FYI community 
cookout, Thursday Night Concerts, Farmer’s Markets, July 3rd celebration and Food 
Truck Friday tonight.  

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 Short update this week—have a great weekend! 
 

Engineering 
 Pre-bid conference for the Rim Rock Trail Project will be held Monday, July 9th at 

1:30 pm in the Civic Center.  Bids will be opened on Friday, July 13th at 1:30 pm in 
the Civic Center. 

 Phase II construction of the Kokopelli Riverfront Trail continues with curbing being 
poured this week along the south side of Interstate 70. 

 Anticipate the advertisement of Cedar Way Infrastructure Improvements in the 
coming weeks. 

 
Planning & Development 

  
               Major Subdivisions:   

 Soren Estates is currently under construction. 
 Pinewood Estates is currently under construction. Sewer and Water connections 

have been completed. Roads and sidewalks should be coming soon.   
 Sunset Pointe Subdivision has been submitted and is under review. 
 Iron Wheel is moving forward with Planning Commission on July 8th and City Council 

August 7th.   
 

Site Design Review:   
 Munchies Restaurant: Planning Clearance and Building Permit have been issued and 

construction should be underway soon.  
 FHE (Frank Henry Equipment): Construction is underway. 
 Dolan Storage Units: proposing about 30 new storage units along Highway 6 & 50. 

Staff is working with the applicant on their application.   
 

Special Projects & Code Amendments: 
 Verizon Conditional Use Permit was approved by the Planning Commission on their 

consent agenda June 12th and will before City Council July 17th.   
 Lagoon Property RFQs are due by the end of today.   
 

Parks & Recreation 
 If you're thinking Civic Center Park is looking a little rough this year, you're right.  

With no natural precipitation and the fact that the park has been the hub of a lot of 
activity, the park is stressed.  This week alone there are 4 scheduled events on the 
turf area – July 3rd Celebration, Thursday Night Concert, Food Truck Friday and the 
Farmers Market on Saturday.  Staff is doing everything they can to keep the turf 
alive and somewhat green. 

 There were multiple breaks in the irrigation line in front of Sud's Brothers.  The 
breaks have been repaired and the curb and gutter is being re-installed soon. 

 Unfortunately we are on a roll with replacing things at the Community Center— 



 
 

the Pool Dehumidification Unit (PDU) at the Fruita Community Center has failed and 
was not operating this past week.  Staff has been circulating the air in the pool area 
as much as possible and repairs to the PDU are being made.  Repair costs are going 
to be in the $8,000-dollar range. 

 
FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  

 Fruita celebrates with American pride: https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-
news/fruita-celebrates-with-american-pride/1282806464 

 Group raises American flag on independence Monument: 
http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/487345121.html 

 BLM proposes more campsites near Fruita: 
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/blm-proposes-more-campsites-near-
fruita/article_12ed70ee-8013-11e8-85be-10604b9f6eda.html 

 Biz Buzz—Fruita’s Rockgarden Sandwich Company Food Truck: 
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/business/biz-buzz-july/article_1e2c7a9e-7f47-11e8-8867-
10604b9f6eda.html 

 ‘We have your back’: https://www.gjsentinel.com/opinion/editorials/we-have-your-
back/article_6df1b7b8-7c88-11e8-b4b1-10604b9f1ff4.html 

 Go Fourth—Your guide to celebrating the Fourth of July: 
https://www.gjsentinel.com/entertainment/go-fourth-your-guide-to-celebrating-the-fourth-of-
july/article_b9741146-7e03-11e8-b890-10604b9f6eda.html 

 Fruita woman’s caregiving business No. 53 female-owned firm in state: 
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/business/fruita-woman-s-caregiving-business-no-female-
owned-firm-in/article_1db44d26-7f47-11e8-8e01-10604b9f6eda.html 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS (When an RSVP is required I will include the information. I also ask that you 
let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if multiple council members plan 
to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you.): 

 Tonight, July 6 is Food Truck Friday in Civic Center Park from 5:30 pm – 8:30 pm. 
 Tomorrow, July 7 is the weekly Farmer’s Market in Civic Center Park from 8:30 am – 12: 30 pm. 
 July 12 is the Thursday Night Concert in Civic Center Park at 7:30 pm featuring Peach Street 

Revival (Classic Rock). 
 July 14 is the weekly Farmer’s Market in Civic Center Park from 8:30 am – 12: 30 pm. 
 July 16 you are invited to an open house to meet the new BLM Southwest Colorado Manager 

Stephanie Connolly. She replaces Joe Meyer. The open house is from 11am – 1pm at the GJ Field 
Office near the airport.  

 July 19 is the Thursday Night Concert in Civic Center Park at 7:30 pm featuring Stray Grass 
(Bluegrass/Americana). 

 July 21 is the weekly Farmer’s Market in Civic Center Park from 8:30 am – 12: 30 pm. 
 July 26 is the Thursday Night Concert in Civic Center Park at 7:30 pm featuring The Williams 

Brothers Band (Blues Rock/Outlaw Country). 
 July 28 is the weekly Farmer’s Market in Civic Center Park from 8:30 am – 12: 30 pm. 



 
 

 Aug. 2 is the Thursday Night Concert in Civic Center Park at 7:30 pm featuring Timber! 
(Bluegrass). 

 Aug. 3 is Food Truck Friday from 5:30 – 8:30 pm in Civic Center Park.  
 Aug 4 is the weekly Farmer’s Market in Civic Center Park from 8:30 am – 12: 30 pm. 
 Aug. 9 is the Thursday Night Concert in Civic Center Park at 7:30 pm featuring Soul Habit (Funk & 

Soul). 
 Aug. 11 is the weekly Farmer’s Market in Civic Center Park from 8:30 am – 12: 30 pm. 
 Sept. 7 is Food Truck Friday from 5:30 – 8:30 pm in Civic Center Parks. 
 Sept. 28 is the last Food Truck Friday for the year from 5:30 – 8;30 pm in Civic Center Park. 
 The Business Incubator calendar of events is below.  
 The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website at: http://www.fruita.org/calendar. 
 The 2018 Events Information is also available online at: 

http://www.fruita.org/parksrec/page/special-events and upcoming are copied below. 
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