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Weekly Info Update 

To:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From: MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER    

Date: JUNE 8, 2018 

Re:  WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE  

Next City Council Meeting on a Monday, Not Tuesday: Monday, June 18 is a regular 
City Council meeting at 7 pm in the Civic Center that would normally be on Tuesday, 
but the Tuesday, June 19 was cancelled at the beginning of the year and rescheduled 
for Monday, June 18 to accommodate those attending the annual CML conference.  

 
20th Annual Mike the Headless Chicken Festival 
Mike the Headless Chicken Festival was phenomenal!!! This year, we were able to 
track the number of cell phones (we just counted individual phones and NO data or 
even phone numbers were captured) that came within 50 feet of the Mike Store and 
were surprised by the attendance numbers we had at Mike – 17,705 individual cell 
phones or people attended the festival. Please note this does not track youth 
without phones or people who did not get near the Mike tent. Thanks to our 
sponsors and amazing staff who work hard to put this event on! Here are a few other 
relevant figures from the weekend: 
 

• $13,200 in merchandise sales were made in the Mike Store (up about $10,000 
from last year) 

• 198 5K Runners 

• 50 Disc Golfers 

• 27 kegs of beer drank at the Fruita Rotary tent—raising funds put back into the 
community 

• 1 trampled Civic Center lawn (Parks aerated and over-seeded on Tuesday) 

• Many peep and wing-eating contest participants 

• Over 100 crazy looking chickens were in the poultry show and it was by far the 
best attended, best viewed show yet.  The poultry show is becoming a festival 
goer favorite! 

• 75 tricked out vehicles in the Blue Dots Car Show 

• There were 40+ food and artisan vendors – the food vendors made out very well 
from the conversations we had with them 

• Some very tired but satisfied Parks and Recreation Staff and over 30 volunteers 

• Finally, we’d like to thank our many major sponsors and partners, starting off 
with the Credit Union of Colorado, who was Mike’s title sponsor.  Xcel and 



 
 

Family Health West were our stage and entertainment sponsors (which the 
entertainment was awesome thanks to James Williams).  Other partners and 
sponsors include: Fruita Rotary, Suds Bothers, Renewal by Anderson, 103.9 the 
Planet, also a main sponsor Chesnick Realty, Murdoch’s and Mesa Feed for 
sponsoring the Poultry Show. 

 

Outdoor Industry Association article on West Slope 
Check out a great article (interview occurred prior to the recent election) on our area, including quotes 
from former Mayor, now Mayor Pro Tem Lori Buck: https://outdoorindustry.org/article/colorados-
western-slope-making-right 
moves/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=outdoorist 
 

Business Loan Fund of Mesa County makes historic 500th loan (BIC Release below)  
The Business Loan Fund of Mesa County (BLF), a program of the Business Incubator Center (BIC), has 
made its historic 500th loan. Imondi Wake Zone Park, LLC, a new business located in Fruita, Colorado, 
was the recipient of the milestone loan. The funding helped the company to open the first wake board 
park in Colorado, and the business will help cement the town of Fruita’s growing reputation as a Mecca 
for outdoor enthusiasts.  
 
Owners Victor and Kodi Imondi said, "Our experience with the Business Incubator has been 
extraordinary! Starting a business that few people have seen or heard of is a nearly impossible task. 
Thankfully, the Business Loan Fund at the Business Incubator Center recognized our passion and 
persistence for bringing something new to our area. Without the help of this program, our dream of 
owning Colorado's first Full-Size Cable Wakeboard Park would have never come true." 
 
Imondi Wake Zone Park, LLC, joins the long list of businesses that have received financial assistance from 
the BIC. In an effort to promote economic development, the BLF provides financing for Mesa County 
businesses that cannot get funding through traditional sources. 
 
Since its inception in 1985, the BLF has made over $26.6 million in loans, leveraging an additional $65.8 
million in additional financing and helping to create and retain over 2,100 jobs. For more information 
please contact Dean DiDario at the Business Incubator Center at 970 243-5242.  
 
The Business Incubator Center serves a mission to support the launch, growth, stabilization and long-
term success of business enterprises. We measure success by our ability to guide entrepreneurs through 
sound business decisions and our positive influence on economic growth in the region. In 2017, this 
structure has generated powerful results, including the launch of 26 new companies, more than $11.3 
million in revenue generated by these companies, funding of 28 businesses in the community for $1.04 
million, creation/retention of approximately 331 jobs, and investment of over $5.8 million in capital.  
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION on BIC programs, contact Jon Maraschin at 970-243-5242 or go to 
www.gjincubator.org. 
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TID BITS: 
• City sales tax revenue for April was 10.46% above April 2017. 

• City sales tax in 2018 thru April is up 8.25% over same period in 2017. 

• The Rim Rock Rodeo has begun on Tuesday nights from 4:30 pm (main events beginning at 7:30 
pm) though the summer in its 25th year! 

• Mesa County District Judge ruled the Grand Valley Drainage District fee “is an unconstitutional 
tax” reported by the Sentinel. 

• Highway 6 & 50 sewer project pre-bid meeting was held Monday with a group of qualified 
contractors. 

• The piles were driven for bridge over Reed Wash with the construction of the Kokopelli section 
of the riverfront trail.  

• Advertisement for Rim Rock Trail project will be placed in next two weeks. 

• 4 applications received for Engineering Internship with interviews soon to be completed.  

• Planning and Engineering submitted a Request for Qualifications (RFQ) to provide an 
opportunity for interested developers to demonstrate their capability to develop a project 
located at the Lagoon property. Submittals are due Fri 7/6/18.  

• Sunset Point PUD Preliminary Plan was submitted on 6/1/2018 and is currently under review.  

• Pinewood Estates is under construction.  

• Adobe Falls will be starting construction in the coming weeks.  

• Soren Estates starting construction this upcoming week.  

• Preconstruction meeting for FHE was held this week. They picked up their planning clearance 
and are currently under construction.  

• Current pending development projects in the review process include:  
Site Design: 

o Dolan Storage Units Site Design 
o Peach VRBO CUP 
o Verizon Cell Tower FCC CUP 

Subdivisions:  
o Griffin Minor Subdivision 
o Iron wheel Major Subdivision  
o Sunset Point PUD Preliminary Plan  

• We have issued 52 residential dwelling unit permits through the end of May. Total in 2017 for 
the year was 46. See full report below. 

• Planning and Development staff have not only been busy reviewing submitted applications but 
meeting with developers for pre-application meetings for both prospective residential and 
commercial projects.  

• Summer recreation programs are truly in full swing.  Dinomites Summer camp started this 
month with a full roster of 35 youth.  Dinomites is hosted at Shelledy Elementary school – 
Thanks D51!  Track has started, tennis lessons have started, swim-lessons are in full gear, SUP 
had is first Sunday at Snooks Bottom and golf will start soon.  I’m sure there is more that we are 
failing to share. 

• Jack+Jill kicked off the first Thursday Night Concert in Civic Center Park this year—I love this 
weekly event! 



 
 

• Staff is working with Lower Valley Fire to closely monitor whether or not we will be able to have 
the July 3rd fireworks show. 

• Visit GJ is holding their board meeting at the Fruita Community Center Tuesday, June 12 at 3 
pm, and many of our FTAC members, including Odette, Mayor Kincaid and I will attend.  

• The Junior Citizens Police Academy begins on June 13th.  

• We received 4 bids from firms to complete the sewer rate study that will now be evaluated with 
a goal of making a selection by June 15.  

• Fleet is working hard on updating the city equipment replacement fund working with all 
departments on future needs. 

• Public Works quickly had the Civic Center cleaned with no sign of a house full of chickens 
upstairs—even the carpets were already cleaned.  

• Our team at the waste water reclamation facility have been busy with large maintenance 
projects that are progressing well.  

• Same goes for the Collections division that continuously works on maintaining our sewer lines—
this week focused on repairs to the I-70 lift station and rating manholes from the force main to 
the reclamation facility. 

• Chip seal work with Mesa County re-started Tuesday and will continue through June 28. 

• Staff is working on updating, detailing and reformatting the specific action items Council 
discussed at the May 29 workshop.  

• I and Dan Caris, Mayor Kincaid, and Councilors Karisny, Buck and Leonhart attended the annual 
Western Colorado Economic Summit hosted by GJEP. 

• Dan Caris and I presented to the Associated Members for Growth and Development about 
current efforts and goals in Fruita. 

• Mayor Kincaid represented the City on the State of the Community panel alongside 
representatives from the County, Senator Bennet and Gardner and Congressman Tipton’s 
offices, as well as Ray Scott, Dan Thurlow and Yeulin Willet. 

• We submitted comments on the scoping efforts requested by the Grand Mesa, Uncompahgre 
and Gunnison National Forests Plan Revision, stating our interest in being involved due to the 
City properties owned in this area.  

• We are working with Grand Valley Transit regarding possible rate increases for 2019.  

• Staff is working with D51 regarding their summer parking lot projects at the schools and 
changing entryways and traffic flow. 

• Next Friday, I will be speaking at the Regional Economic Diversification Summit in Montrose.  
 

 

FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  
• State, Valley reps talk Colorado issues at second State of the Community: 

http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/484630881.html 

• 20 years, festival celebrates the story of headless chicken: 
http://www.abc12.com/content/news/484591801.html 

• Fruita city council mulling over reservoir two project: 
http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/Fruita-city-council-mulling-over-reservoir-two-
project-484549761.html 

http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/484630881.html
http://www.abc12.com/content/news/484591801.html
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• Cable wakeboarding park opens in Fruita: http://thebusinesstimes.com/cable-wakeboarding-
park-opens-in-fruita/ 

• First responders gear up for Country Jam: http://www.kjct8.com/content/news/First-
responders-gear-up-for-Country-Jam-484899751.html 

• Conversations on reducing gun violence: 
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/conversations-on-reducing-gun-
violence/article_442ae578-66f1-11e8-8875-10604b9f7e7c.html AND 
http://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/students-spark-conversation-about-gun-
reform/1215164554 

• Judge—Drainage charge a tax: https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/judge-
drainage-charge-a-tax/article_af09a3ec-694a-11e8-9ee7-10604b9f1ff5.html 

• Rimrock Rodeo returns: http://www.nbc11news.com/content/sports/484654781.html 

• GJEP summit to put rebounding economy in spotlight: 
https://www.gjsentinel.com/opinion/columns/gjep-summit-to-put-rebounding-economy-in-the-
spotlight/article_cdc3a5e8-6680-11e8-8d31-10604b9f6eda.html 

• Stolen museum field truck replaced: http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/Stolen-
museum-field-truck-replaced-484789091.html 

• Free museum access for active duty military families: 
http://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/free-museum-access-for-active-duty-
military-families/1223277724 

• Three reasons to go to Dinosaur Day on June 9 in Fruita: http://kekbfm.com/go-to-dinosaur-day-
in-fruita/ 

• RockyMounts announces plans to relocate headquarters to GJ in fall of 2019: 
http://markets.businessinsider.com/news/stocks/rockymounts-announces-plans-to-relocate-
headquarters-to-grand-junction-colorado-in-fall-of-2019cooperative-relationship-with-grand-
junction-economic-partnership-gjep-establishes-dynamic-outdoor-1026744851 

•  
 

UPCOMING EVENTS (When an RSVP is required I will include the information. I also ask that you 
let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if multiple council members plan 
to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you.): 

• Tomorrow, June 9 is the annual Dinosaur Day at the Dinosaur Journey Museum from 9am – 4 
pm.  

• June 14 is the annual Bike Rodeo from 5:30 – 7:30 pm at the Civic Center and on Elm prior to the 
Thursday Night Concert. 

• June 14 is also the second Riverfront Concert at the State Park featuring John McEuen’s String 
Wizards. Gates open at 5:30 pm and show begins at 7:30 pm.  

• June 15 is the first Food Truck Friday in downtown Fruita from 5:30 – 8:30 pm in Civic Center 
Park. 

• June 14-17 is Country Jam.  

• June 21 will be the Chamber Business After Hours in our Fworks Coworking space at the Civic 
Center from 5:30 – 7:30 pm.  

• June 23 kicks off the weekly Farmer’s Market in Civic Center Park through Sept. 15 every 
Saturday from 8:30 am – 12:30 pm. 
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• June 28 is the Thursday Night Concert when the City Council will serve ice-cream at 7:30 pm. 

• June 29 is a ride with the One Riverfront group from the Fruita state park on the new trail 
starting at 8 am. Flyer below. Join us! 

• The Business Incubator calendar of events is below.  

• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website at: http://www.fruita.org/calendar. 

• The 2018 Events Information is also available online at: 
http://www.fruita.org/parksrec/page/special-events and upcoming are copied below. 
 

 

 
 

 
CC. Department Directors 
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