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Weekly Info Update 

To:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From: MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER    

Date: JUNE 22, 2018 

Re:  WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE  

Tuesday’s City Council Workshop 
The agenda will include a discussion on the selection process for the Request for 
Qualifications for the Lagoon Redevelopment Project which are due July 6, an update 
on pending development review projects and an update on the 5-2-1 Drainage 
Authority. From 7 - 10 pm in Civic Center Park, the Fruita Youth Initiative will be 
hosting a community cookout (poster below).  

 
TID BITS: 
• The Riverfront Commission has cancelled the June 29 ride on the new section of 

the trail in Fruita and is looking to reschedule sometime in August or 
September.  

• I have enjoyed the annual Colorado Municipal League conference this week with 
Councilors Leonhart and Kreie, learning about many ideas that could be 
implemented in Fruita. 

• Staff is making much progress on detailing the specific action items related to 
the City Council goals and will present in July or August depending on the 
meeting schedule. 

• Staff is also working on the inventory and status updates on each of the plans 
that make up the City Master Plan. 

 

Public Works: 
• The review of 4 received wastewater rate study proposals was completed and 

the City awarded Willdan Financial Services the contract. 

• Road crews completed chip seal on the remainder of the streets planned for this 
year.  Mesa County road crews will continue chip sealing roads outside the city 
limits through July and then start applying the final fog seal on the chips starting 
the beginning of August.  Road crews will continue to focus on sweeping up 
loose chips and patching asphalt in the coming weeks. 

• The log cabin on the property at 1848 J.2 Road owned by the City has been 
removed by a private party following an auction for the disposal of this 
structure. The foundation and remaining small addition to the house will be 
removed and disposed of by City staff in the coming months.  



 
 

• So far this season, maintenance crews have been keeping busy replacing 18 
irrigation valves that need to be replaced due to failure.  This is compared to a 
typical year of 5 or 6 valve replacements. 

• Staff completed and submitted the annual State Revolving Fund eligibility 
documentation to the State this week, which helps the State assess water and 
sewer infrastructure needs throughout Colorado and is required if the City is 
interested in seeking funds from the State Revolving Fund.  

 

Engineering: 
• Phase II of Kokopelli Trail has about 4,000 feet of concrete trail poured west of 

15 Road.   

 

• Bid opening for Highway 6 Interceptor Sewer Project on Wednesday. 
Engineering is evaluating the bids. 

•  Engineering has two (2) interns for the summer.  Jim Hallgren is a Civil 
Engineering student and is being partially funded through an American Public 
Works Association (APWA) Grant.  Colton Snyder is a Mechanical Engineering 
student and is being funded through a Mesa County Workforce Center grant.  
Both Jim and Colton are students at Colorado School of Mines.  

 
Planning & Development: 
      Major Subdivisions:  

• Soren Estates is currently under construction. 

• Pinewood Estates is currently under construction. Sewer and Water connections 
have been completed. Roads and sidewalks should be coming soon.   

• Sunset Pointe Subdivision has been submitted and is under review. 

• Iron Wheel Major Subdivision is working towards completing their application. 

      Site Design Review:  

• Munchies Restaurant: Planning Clearance and Building Permit have been issued 
and construction should be underway soon.  

• FHE (Frank Henry Equipment): Construction is underway. 



 
 

• Dolan Storage Units: proposing about 30 new storage units along Highway 6 & 
50. Staff is working with the applicant on their application.    

      Special Projects & Code Amendments: 

• Staff is meeting with Mesa County next week to discuss proposed Sewer 201 
Boundary adjustment. 

• Verizon Conditional Use Permit was approved by the Planning Commission on 
their consent agenda June 12th and will be before City Council July 17th.  

• Lagoon Property RFQ is currently out for bid.  
 

Police: 
• The Junior Citizens Police Academy is in full swing with up to about 30 kids. 

During the second session, they learned about crime scene processing. 

 
Administration: 

• Submitted Continuing Disclosure documents for the 2009 Community Center 
bonds in compliance with the Municipal Securities Rulemaking Board 
regulations. 

 
Human Resources/Marketing: 

• The Geared Up Award is a new on-the-spot employee recognition award that 
allows any employee to recognize any other employee in the City for a job well 
done that demonstrates the City's Core Behaviors.  The Employee 
Representative Committee and Human Resources designed the program and 
implemented it in late May 2018.  The program is off to a great start and there 
have been 6 Geared Up recipients to date.  They are: Jessica Rezak (Police 
Department), Dan Caris (Planning), James Queen (Police Department), Danald 
Nagle (Public Works), Dave Oliver (Planning), Henry Hemphill (Planning), Kelli 
McLean (Planning)  and Deb Woods (Administration).  Congratulations to our 
amazing Geared Up Award recipients. 

• Working with Slate Communications and the FTAC to update www.gofruita.com 
with Colorado National Monument information to coordinate with other efforts 
to increase the site ranking on searches for CNM. 

• The Colorado Tourism Office is introducing a new magazine called Love, 
Colorado.  To read more about the CTO’s new publication see:   
https://bit.ly/2yrWGIy.  The next addition of the new the new magazine will be 
focused on winter travel in Colorado and will be available in October 2018.   We 
are working with Slate Communications to provide photos to be included in 
their publication.   

• The Colorado Tourism Office magazine featured a photo and article about 
Fruita.   See  www.colorado.com/fruitabiking; the article was written last year, 
but that’s what they listed with the cover. 
 

 

http://www.gofruita.com/
https://bit.ly/2yrWGIy
http://www.colorado.com/fruitabiking


 
 

Parks & Recreation: 
• There is another possible irrigation break in front of Suds Brothers.  Staff will be 

evaluating next steps in the coming days.  In the meantime, downtown planters 
on the corner of Aspen and Circle Park Square are being watered by hand. 

• Yay...the Zip-N for the outdoor pool arrived at the FCC late this the week.  We 
are hoping to have it installed next week or no later than the first of July. 

• Last Thursday, Rec staff along with PD was out in full force working the annual 
Bike Rodeo.  The bike rodeo was moved to a Thursday Night Concert evening in 
hopes of attracting more youth and families.  Approximately 40 youth came out 
to ride and learn about traffic safety while on a bike. 

• June 28th is the annual City Council Ice Cream Social at the Thursday Night 
Concert.  As always, the Centennial Band will be playing.   

• Don't forget the Community Cookout next Tuesday, June 26th at the Civic Center 
Park.  Learn about the Fruita Youth Initiative and the Sources of Strength 
program that takes place in our local schools.  Yet another opportunity to have a 
hot dog or hamburger! 

• As you know, the July 3rd Fireworks Show is cancelled due to extreme drought 
and high fire danger.  Parks and Recreation staff have quickly put together an 
alternative event to celebrate our Nation's Birthday.  It will be held at Civic 
Center Park – live music (two bands) will be playing from 6 – 9 pm and up to 
1,000 free hot dogs will be burned and served.  Staff appreciates the help of the 
Fruita Area Chamber of Commerce and the Grant A Wish Foundation.  Both of 
these organizations have jumped in to help make this a great celebration.  
Attached is the Press Release that was sent out at the end of last week.   

 

FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  
• Trail to connect Grand Junction, Fruita to Kokopelli trailhead: 

http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/Trail-to-connect-Grand-Junction-Fruita-to-
Kokopelli-trailhead-485864981.html 

• Rodeo event to honor bronc rider Hunter Norman at Mesa County Fairgrounds: 
https://www.gjsentinel.com/sports/community/rodeo-event-to-honor-bronc-rider-hunter-
norman-at-mesa/article_a6c86958-72b8-11e8-91c9-10604b9f1ff5.html 

• Fruita douses fireworks: https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/fruita-douses-
fireworks/article_3b1609b2-7124-11e8-9294-10604b9f7e7c.html 

• Fruita fireworks show cancelled because of fire danger: 
http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/Fruita-fireworks-show-canceled-because-of-fire-
danger-485695141.html 

• Bicyclists want more signs along area trails: 
http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/Bicyclists-want-more-signs-along-area-trails-
485712821.html 

• Fruita’s Free Thursday Night Concert Series Schedule for 2018: http://kekbfm.com/fruitas-free-
thursday-night-concert-series-schedule-for-2018/  

• KJCT – D51 summer camp makes learning fun: http://www.kjct8.com/content/news/D51-
summer-camp-makes-learning-fun-486077391.html  
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• Fruita teen with Down Syndrome finishes Ride the Rockies: 
http://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Fruita-teen-with-Down-Syndrome-finishes-Ride-the-
Rockies-486054591.html  

• Cell tower could be going on top of Fruita Community Center: 
http://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Cell-tower-could-be-going-on-top-of-Fruita-community-
center-485994871.html  

• Coroner IDs victim in fatal wreck Sunday: https://www.gjsentinel.com/breaking/coroner-ids-
victim-in-fatal-wreck-sunday/article_9475f444-7418-11e8-b8cb-03ca6970f4f2.html  

• Fruita cancels July 3rd Fireworks – Giant Party Ensues: http://kool1079.com/fruita-cancels-july-3-
fireworks/  

• Country Jam crowds heading home: 
http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/485872751.html  

• Fruita Cancels 4th of July Fireworks: https://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-
news/fruita-cancels-4th-of-july-fireworks/1247687604  

• Country Jam and CSP, some strings attached: 
http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/485870691.html  
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS (When an RSVP is required I will include the information. I also ask that you 
let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if multiple council members plan 
to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you.): 

• Tomorrow, June 23 kicks off the weekly Farmer’s Market in Civic Center Park through Sept. 15 
every Saturday from 8:30 am – 12:30 pm (poster below). 

• June 26 is the Fruita Youth Initiative Community Cookout in Civic Center Park from 7-10 pm 
(poster below). 

• June 28 the City Council will serve ice cream at the Thursday Night Concert at 7:30 pm. Please 
arrive at 6:50 pm to be ready. 

• July 3 in place of the canceled fireworks display, the City is hosting a Summer Cookout and 
concert in Civic Center Park (Press Release and details below).  

• The Business Incubator calendar of events is below.  

• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website at: http://www.fruita.org/calendar. 

• The 2018 Events Information is also available online at: 
http://www.fruita.org/parksrec/page/special-events and upcoming are copied below. 
 

 
 

 
CC. Department Directors 
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