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     Weekly Info Update 

To:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From: MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER    

Date: JUNE 1, 2018 

Re:  WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE  

Monday’s City Council Field Trip 

See the agenda sent out separately and posted publicly for the itinerary, but 

we will leave the Civic Center at 3 pm in three City vehicles. And visit all the 

City properties on the mountain, ending at Enoch Lake for dinner and 

discussion before returning by 9 pm. We will have waters and snacks, bug 

spray and dinner, but might want to bring an extra layer of clothing, 

sunscreen, sunglasses and comfortable clothing and shoes for hiking around.  

 

Tuesday’s City Council Meeting 

In addition to the consent agenda, we will have two financial reports and an 

overview of the City’s petition process.  
 

Upcoming Special Council Meetings 
Just a reminder of a couple changes to upcoming Council meetings from the normal 

schedule. 

• Monday, June 4 is a special meeting from 3pm – 9pm to take a field trip and 

visit the City mountain properties. We will leave the Civic Center at 3pm.  

• Tuesday, June 5 is a regularly scheduled City Council meeting in the Council 

Room at the Civic Center at 7pm. 

• Monday, Jun 18 is a regular City Council meeting at 7pm in the Civic Center that 

would normally be on Tuesday, but the Tuesday, June 19 was cancelled at the 

beginning of the year rescheduled for Monday, June 18 to accommodate those 

attending the annual CML conference.  

 

Mike the Headless Chicken Festival is on! 
Mike the Headless Chicken Festival is this Friday and Saturday.  Staff (both Parks and 

Recreation) are busily getting ready for festival which will have the following events 

and activities:  Peep and Wing Eating Contests, 5K Mad Dash, Disc Golf Tournament, 

the Poultry Show, Mike’s Barnyard of games (corn hole, etc.), food and artisan 

vendors and of course great entertainment.  Come out for a great weekend of fun 

and help Fruita celebrate the Will to Live!!!  



 

 

Full schedule is below. Great story on CPR: http://www.cpr.org/news/story/mike-the-head-chicken-is-

more-than-just-weird-colorado-history-at-this-festival. Big thanks to sponsors and our staff for working 

hard to put this on!  

 

Imondi Wakezone is open! 
Congrats to the Imondi’s working hard to open Colorado’s first cable full service wakeboard park in 

Fruita, as part of a partnership with the City—leasing a City owned lake and providing free public access 

during business hours after July 1 to the western part of the lake for SUPing, etc. The Chamber’s ribbon 

cutting event with the park was today at 9am. It was a large turnout and Mayor Kincaid didn’t hesitate 

to jump right in and try it on the spot. News story:  http://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-

news/wakeboarding-without-a-boat/1211915031 

 
 

Department of Interior Blog about Best Public Lands for Family Fun--Fruita area public lands: 

https://www.doi.gov/blog/hear-it-our-staff-best-public-lands-family-fun 

 

 

TID BITS: 

• We met with DOLA to discuss current and future grant requests. 



 

 

• We had a productive meeting with Powderhorn owners, the BLM and International Mountain 

Bike Association to talk about an IMBA assessment of mountain biking in the entire valley at on 

the Mesa and Fruita’s trail partnership with businesses, COPMOBA and BLM.  

• Lt. Peck is represented the Police Department at the Communities that Care conference.  

• Officer Yaws participated in a multi-agency drug interdiction operation that resulted in the 

seizure of many pounds of illegal substances, drug paraphernalia, and guns, as well as several 

arrests.   

• Public Works Director Ken Haley attended a stakeholder meeting for the Regional Waste 

Diversion Study being completed by Mesa County.  

• Congrats to Tom Casal, Matt Haifley and John Vasey who graduated today from the Grand Valley 

Leadership Academy!  

• Highway 6 Interceptor Sewer is out for Bid.  Bid date is June 20th. Pre-bid meeting held on the 4th 

of June.  

• Phase II Kokopelli Trail wall construction near completion.  Progress continues on preparation 

for concrete on east side.  Piles for new bridge over Reed Wash are being scheduled.  

• Rimrock Trail is scheduled to go out to advertisement for bid within the next 2 weeks.  

• Cedar Way Infrastructure Improvement scheduled for a mid-August Bid date.  

• Engineering Intern advertisement period goes through this Friday.  City received $3,000 APWA 

Grant to help with expenses.  

• Planning and Engineering submitted a Request for Qualifications (RFQ) to provide an 

opportunity for interested developers to demonstrate their capability to develop a project 

located at the Lagoon property. Submittals are due Fri 7/6/18.   

• Current pending development projects in the review process include:   

o Dolan Storage Units Site Design  

o Wicked Wrench CUP  

o FHE Site Design   

o Peach VRBO CUP  

o Verizon Cell Tower FCC CUP  

o Griffin Minor Subdivision  

o Iron wheel Major Subdivision   

o Soren Estates Final Plat  

• The FCC is super busy – yea!  The outdoor pool is way-cool place to hang out for the 

summer.  The aquatics department is fully staffed thanks to Tom, Cyle and Cody  

• Next Thursday, June 7th is the first Thursday Night Concert.  Jack + Jill will open up the Summer 

TNCS season.  

• Dinomites Summer Camps start next Monday and all but two weeks are full (only a few spots 

remain).  The camp numbers have been increased from 24 campers per week in 2017 to 34 

campers per week this year.  Angie’s running a great program for our youth looking for 

educational and fun activities this summer.  

• The Rec Track Program started on May 31 and continues to grow thanks to Jason and his 

coaching staff.  Last year there were 60 participants and this year over 80 tracksters are coming 

out to run, jump and throw.    

• Have a great weekend! 

 



 

 

 

FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  

• This Colorado town might remind you of Moab (and you could actually afford to live there: 

https://www.9news.com/article/life/style/colorado-guide/this-colorado-town-might-remind-

you-of-moab-and-you-could-actually-afford-to-live-here/73-560325639 

• Not your average spring chicken: https://beaconseniornews.com/entertainment/not-your-

average-spring-chicken/ 

• Young Fruita city council discussing long-term improvements: 

http://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Fruita-City-Council-narrowing-down-long-term-projects-

484009481.html 

• Wakeboarding without a boat: http://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-

news/wakeboarding-without-a-boat/1211915031 

• The 6 kooky small-town festivals you should pencil in this summer: 

http://www.5280.com/2018/05/the-6-kooky-small-town-festivals-you-should-pencil-in-this-

summer/ 

• I-70 traffic stops net four arrests on drug charges: 

https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/i--traffic-stops-net-four-arrests-on-drug-

charges/article_e95340b6-616c-11e8-a86a-10604b9f7e7c.html 

• Suspect dead after shootout with BLM officers: https://www.gjsentinel.com/breaking/suspect-

dead-after-shootout-with-blm-officers/article_2e05f2d2-6215-11e8-987a-3be98dae1be6.html 

AND http://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/man-killed-after-shootout-with-blm-

officers/1203376753 

• Event geared toward ending gun violence: 

https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/event-geared-toward-ending-gun-

violence/article_3be9848a-655e-11e8-b449-10604b9f7e7c.html 

• Fruita pizzeria wins statewide award: http://thebusinesstimes.com/fruita-pizzeria-wins-

statewide-award/ 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS (When an RSVP is required I will include the information. I also ask that you 

let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if multiple council members plan 

to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you.): 

• Today & Tomorrow, June 1-2 is the annual Mike the Headless Chicken Festival.  

• June 5 from 7:30 am – 9:30 am at Lower Valley Fire District is the Fruita Chamber’s annual State 

of the Community with speakers representing local through federal offices of government. 

Mayor Kincaid will be speaking for Fruita.  

• June 7 kicks off the summer concert series each Thursday through Sept. 15 at 7:30 pm in Civic 

Center Park.  



 

 

• June 14 is the annual Bike Rodeo from 5:30 – 7:30 pm at the Civic Center and on Elm prior to the 

Thursday Night Concert. 

• June 14 is also the second Riverfront Concert at the State Park featuring John McEuen’s String 

Wizards. Gates open at 5:30 pm and show begins at 7:30 pm.  

• June 15 is the first Food Truck Friday in downtown Fruita from 5:30 – 8:30 pm in Civic Center 

Park. 

• June 14-17 is Country Jam.  

• June 21 will be the Chamber Business After Hours in our Fworks Coworking space at the Civic 

Center from 5:30 – 7:30 pm.  

• June 23 kicks off the weekly Farmer’s Market in Civic Center Park through Sept. 15 every 

Saturday from 8:30 am – 12:30 pm. 

• June 28 is the Thursday Night Concert that City Council will serve ice-cream at 7:30 pm. 

• The Business Incubator calendar of events is below.  

• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website at: http://www.fruita.org/calendar. 

• The 2018 Events Information is also available online at: 

http://www.fruita.org/parksrec/page/special-events and upcoming are copied below. 
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