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     Weekly Info Update 

To:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From: MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER    

Date: MAY 4, 2018 

Re:  WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE  

Police Incident Thursday—Statement from the Police Chief  
Fruita Police Department Incident: 18-2698 
Thursday, May 3, 2018 
 
The Fruita Police Department highly values the trust and support of our citizens. 
Occasionally in law enforcement, officers use force during an arrest or protective 
custody situation. We had such a situation occur this morning when officers 
responded to a report of an intoxicated male in a neighborhood yelling at people. This 
was the fourth call for service in an 11-hour period involving disorderly behavior from 
this same individual.  Upon contacting the male, the officers determined it would be 
necessary to take him into protective custody for his safety due to his level of 
intoxication. Initial information indicates the male physically resisted and the officers 
used force on him to gain control. 
 
The Fruita Police Department does not take use of force lightly, requires continuous 
training, and thoroughly reviews incidents of use of force. We have policies and 
procedures in place to conduct reviews when officers use force to determine whether 
the officers’ actions were consistent with training and policy. Such a review began 
when the officer initially reported the use of force to a supervisor.   
 
We have been made aware that a citizen videoed the incident and sent the video to a 
local news agency. We are grateful the video exists, as it will assist us in our review.  
 
We take any instance of police use of force very seriously, and we ask for the 
community’s patience as we conduct a thorough review. Videos often show only one 
part of an incident, and we would ask the community to consider waiting to pass 
judgement on what occurred during this incident until we are able to provide a more 
complete picture as to what transpired.  
 
The Fruita Police Department always welcomes comments regarding our service 
delivery and encourages citizens to bring any concerns to us. 
 
Hot Tomato Wins The Wright Award by Something Independent! 



 
 

Congrats to Hot Tomato, who won The Wright Award last night at the School of Mines in Golden 
Colorado! The Wright Award is presented annually to a company “leading at the intersection of lifestyle 
and commerce.” Well over 100 companies were nominated, 12 were finalists who created and debuted 
a 90-second video on which judges had previously, individually voted to narrow down to three finalists, 
then in live voting and Q&A, judges voted to select the winner to receive the award.  The Hot Tomato 
was victorious—kindly highlighting the community of Fruita throughout the process.  Powderhorn was 
also one of the 12 finalists representing #westslopebestslope. 

 
 

Bike to Work Day 
A little cooler and cloudy and a month earlier but a great turnout to Bike to Work Day Wednesday. Big 
thanks to Tacorado, Bestslope Coffee and Family Health West for providing breakfast and refreshments 
at Heritage and Civic Center Parks. Big thanks to Cheri and the Recreation staff for lining it all up and 
organizing the ride from the Civic Center on the Little Salt Wash and Kokopelli paved trails that began at 
6:30 am. Here is a photo of one the ride groups, led by Mayor Kincaid and Councilman Karisny, who rode 
the new trail to the Wastewater Reclamation Facility before heading to the south side to Heritage Park.  

http://www.somethingindependent.com/programs/the-wright/


 
 

 
 
Fruita Civics Academy 
Our employee-education committee organized and conducted the first Civics Academy Thursday and it 
was a huge success. So impressed with what they have accomplished! Here is a well-written thank you 
detailing the efforts by Chris Dehmel: 
 
All,  
 
I wanted to send out more props to you all for helping with the civics academy.  You guys really made 
this a success by deciding to rock on your presentations.  Of particular note: 
 
All the folks at PW and Parks and the WWRF – really well done, thank you for making your people and 
equipment available and for making it a priority.  You guys rocked. 
 
Henry H, Dan and Sam for turning a Powerpoint presentation and some land use code snippets into 
something actually interesting and fun for kids (and for your rapport with the kids – they were engaged 
and asked good questions and as usual, you kept them entertained). 
 
Nick P for your ideas, energy and enthusiasm and for making the transportation work perfectly (except 
there are more than one wastewater treatment plants in the valley!  My bad though, I assumed that the 
driver knew where the FRUITA plant was and didn’t confirm that.) 
 
Jess R keeping things in line and the energy you’ve put into working with kids and schools to make this 
work (as well as being instrumental in the backpack program extensions we’ve done during the summer 
and during school breaks). 
 
Genny M for your energy, great ideas and dedication to making this work (and for the editing help) and 
for being there on your own time. 



 
 

 
Jason A for the energy on the committee and being there all day as well as making it a priority for your 
staff.   
 
Dan C for really making the connection to the school to make this work, your energy and ideas and for 
making it a priority. 
 
Ture N, Ken H, Mike B and Dave K for the help with food, transportation and schwag and for making it a 
priority for your people and time, and for your presentations. 
 
Mike B for your *perfectly* timed (☺) and well prepared intro.   
 
Bob B for grossing us out and showing us some wicked cool tasers, pepper spray and guns and for your 
rapport with the kids. 
 
LVFD and Frank C for making it fun and cool.  You guys were my favorite (sorry everybody else but 
shooting cones into the street with a high-pressure hose is pretty fun). 
 
The education committee will be holding a debriefing in the near future to discuss how we might change 
the program if/when we do it again next year.  Your suggestions or ideas would be very helpful and 
appreciated if you’d like to share them.  Thank you again, guys – you made it work. 
 
Chris 

 
Fruita Fat Tire Festival 
The 23rd Annual Fat Fruita Fat Tire Festival is in full swing today and tomorrow, with demos at 18 Road 
for the first time this year and night events in downtown, including live music on the street in between 
Over the Edge and Aspen Street Coffee. Here are some photos at 18 Rd. Businesses participating in the 
1% April revenue donation to build single track trails at Mack Ridge will present a large check Saturday 
night at 7pm.  
 



 
 

 



 
 

 
 
Grand Valley Bike Swap 
Last Saturday, the Grand Valley Bike Swap was a huge success with nearly 800 attendees at 
Civic Center Park. During the event, REI donated $10,000 to the upcoming Steve’s re-route to 
be built this fall.  



 
 

 
 
Please see the Stage 1 Fire Restrictions that begin May 4th with the News Release below 
(cont.) 
 

TID BITS: 
• Unfortunately, Corporal Young was involved in a vehicular crash with another vehicle Sunday 

evening. Both Corporal Young and the other driver sustained minor injuries. Colorado State 

Patrol is investigating the accident.   

• Corporal Young was selected by the Western Colorado Peace Officers Academy students as this 

session’s outstanding instructor. He teaches report writing for the academy. 

• Kokopelli Phase I – MVC has go-ahead to install the privacy fencing required by United Co.’s 

along north side of lake at gravel pit. 

• Kokopelli Phase II Trail – Hilfiker wall construction starts this week at Reed Wash area.  Walls are 

anticipated to take about 3 weeks to complete.     

• With the successful award of the MCFMLD Grant, staff will pick up and finalize the design of the 

Cedar Way Infrastructure Improvements with construction beginning in late Summer. 

• Highway 6 Interceptor Sewer will be advertised for bidding within the next couple of weeks. 



 
 

• The raised median at Dinosaur Journey entrance was damaged.  As a result, Public Works staff 

removed the island and will be installing a junction box in the concrete to house some exposed 

electrical wires. 

  

  

 

 

                                                                             

• Road crews finished hauling chips this week and are ready to start chip seal project with Mesa 

County starting the we week of the 14th.   

• During January – April, we have issued 42 residential dwelling unit permits—only 4 shy of the 

annual total for 2017.  

• Current pending development projects in the review process include:  

• Site Design 

• Dolan Storage Units Site Design 

• Wicked Wrench CUP 

• FHE Site Design 

• Subdivisions  



 
 

• Griffin Minor Subdivision 

• Iron wheel 

• Administrative  

• Soren Estates Final Plat 

• Adobe Falls Final Plat 

• Pinewood Estates Final Plat  

  

• Kelli McLean, Planning Technician started work on Monday, April 30, 2018.  A great 

addition to the City of Fruita staff. 

• David Oliver, Code Enforcement Officer, started work on Tuesday, May 1, 2018.  Again, 

another great addition. 

• Hired the last Parks Seasonal Employee, Amanda Downie.  She will start on Monday, 

May 7, 2018. 

• There is a vacancy in the Public Works seasonals.   

• Hiring continues for lifeguards and DinoMites Camp staff.  Ramping up for the busy 

summer season at the FCC. 

 

FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  

• Bike to work day draws crowd in Fruita: http://www.kjct8.com/content/news/National-Bike-to-
Work-day-draws-crowd-in-Fruita-481528321.html 

• Bike to work day morning events: http://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Bike-to-Work-Day-
morning-events-481470631.html 

• River trail’s Kokopelli link draws traffic before it’s even done: 
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/river-trail-s-kokopelli-link-draws-traffic-
before-it-s/article_8aa2c8ba-4c37-11e8-9bbf-10604b9f1ff5.html 

• Police-involved accident still under investigation: 
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/police-involved-accident-still-under-
investigation/article_672c87ca-4d01-11e8-922e-10604b9f1ff5.html 

• Fruita police officer gets in car accident on way to another call: 
http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/Fruita-police-officer-gets-in-car-accident-on-way-
to-another-call-481207451.html 

• Biz Buzz—Thrive Fruita Yoga: https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/business/biz-buzz-

april/article_8990816e-4b70-11e8-bd32-10604b9f1ff5.html 

• New tools help scientists find out more about dinosaurs: 

http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/New-tools-help-scientists-find-out-more-about-

dinosaurs-481312701.html 

• CNM road opening delayed again: http://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/cnm-

road-opening-delayed-again/1153982614 
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• Grand Valley celebrates bike month with Bike to Work Day: 

http://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Grand-Valley-celebrates-bike-month-with-Bike-to-Work-

Day-Wednesday-481433931.html 

• Crews work to extinguish fire on highway 6 & 50 near Fruita; http://kekbfm.com/crews-work-to-

extinguish-on-highway-6-50-near-fruita/ 

• Dino J RMPBS commercial: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j8bb5rQEo5E&feature=youtu.be 

• Skipper Island closed indefinitely due to fire: http://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-

news/skipper-island-closed-indefinitely-due-to-fire/1159699550 

• Fruita defeats GJ on senior night: http://www.nbc11news.com/video?vid=481713501 

• Fruita fat tire festival always a fun time: http://kool1079.com/fruita-fat-tire-festival-always-a-

fun-time/ 

• Exclusive: video appears to show Fruita Police officer punching suspect: 

http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/EXCLUSIVE-Video-appears-to-show-office-punch-

suspect-481704231.html 

• Fireworks sales banned in city: https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/fireworks-

sales-banned-in-city/article_8b3c0804-4e8f-11e8-9ac2-10604b9f7e7c.html 

• Brooms up! Inside Fruita Middle’s Quidditch Club: 

http://www.westernslopenow.com/news/brooms-up-inside-fruita-middles-quidditch-club-

1/1156652435 

•  

 

UPCOMING EVENTS (When an RSVP is required I will include the information. I also ask that you 
let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if multiple council members plan 
to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you.): 
 

• Today & tomorrow, May 4-5 is the 23rd annual Fruita Fat Tire Festival (18 Rd and downtown 
Fruita) and also the 18 Hours of Fruita event (Highline State Park).  

• May 6 is the Rose Hill Rally from 7 am – 2 pm with a bike aid station at Reed Park.  

• May 12 is the annual Girls on the Run regional 5K run beginning at 9 am at the Community 
Center.   

• May 15 is the CML Spring Outreach meeting in Palisade from 3-4:30 pm.  

• May 17 is the Business Incubator Center’s Business Showcase 2018 from 4-7 pm at the BIC (2591 
Legacy Way GJ). Poster with more info below.  

• May 19 is A Fruita History Fair from 8 am – 2 pm at Cavalcade (201 E. Aspen Ave.) presented by 
the Fruita Historic Preservation Board.  

• June 1-2 is the annual Mike the Headless Chicken Festival.  

• The Business Incubator calendar of events is below.  

• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website at: http://www.fruita.org/calendar. 
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• The 2018 Events Information is also available online at: 
http://www.fruita.org/parksrec/page/special-events 
 

 
 

 
 

CC. Department Directors 
 

 

http://www.fruita.org/parksrec/page/special-events


 
 

 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 

    



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 


