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     Weekly Info Update 

To:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From: MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER    

Date: MARCH 29, 2018 

Re:  WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE  

Friday, March 30 City Offices are Closed in Observance of Good Friday 
 
Tuesday’s City Council Meeting 
The meeting begins with a presentation to the City from AARP State Director, Bob 
Murphy of the Age-Friendly Community certificate. We also have the second reading 
and public hearing of adopting a new land use chapter on Bonus Density.  

 
April 3, 2018 Election Update (cont.) 
Mail-in ballots were received by residents the week of Monday, March 12. Election 
News: http://www.fruita.org/citycouncil/page/2018-regular-municipal-election. The 
City has 2 candidates for the Mayor’s seat - Joel Kincaid and Mike Durden, and 5 
candidates for the 3 Council seats – Kyle Harvey, Rudy Van Voorhees, Carolyn 
Gambino, Karen Leonhart and Lori Buck. The candidates’ bios are on the City’s 
website and were included in the Spring issue of the City Link. The Chamber hosted a 
candidate forum on March 8 at 6 pm at the Community Center that was attended by 
50-60 people and the theme of the night was very positive. Drop boxes are open in 
the Civic Center parking lot as well as in the Civic Center. Ballots must be received via 
mail or by drop off by 7pm on Election Day, April 3, 2018. The City has received over 
1,700 ballots.  
 

Another outside article highlighting how awesome City Public Works 
employees are. 
The following article was published in I&I highlighting the “proactive approach to 
inspection and maintenance” that our three-person crew made up of John Carrillo, 
Bill Wolf and Gary Link. It is a great overview, but even more impressive than the 
article is what is being accomplished by their efforts—huge thanks to each of them 
for positively impacting every resident in this City! 
https://www.iandimag.com/editorial/2018/04/a-better-view-of-the-future 
 

 
3rd Annual Youth Scholarship Golf Tournament 

http://www.fruita.org/citycouncil/page/2018-regular-municipal-election
https://www.iandimag.com/editorial/2018/04/a-better-view-of-the-future


 
 

On Friday, April 6th, Fruita Parks and Recreation is hosting its third annual Youth Scholarship Golf 
Tournament at Adobe Creek National Golf Course.  The tournament is a fundraiser for the Youth 
Scholarship Fund and has raised $12,000 over the past two years.  These funds are used to pay the fees 
for Fruita’s youth who cannot afford to participate in programs like swimming lessons, soccer, flag 
football, basketball, etc.  In addition, each of the five local Fruita Schools receive 10 summer passes to 
the Fruita Community Center which they hand out to youth who they feel may need a place to hang out 
over the summer.  This is a great tournament and is for a great cause.  The Fruita Rotary Club is the Title 
sponsor for this event and Family Health West is the Food Sponsor.  See the attached flyer and 
registration form for more information. 
 

 
TID BITS: 

• F-Works Co-working space in the Civic Center is nearing completion with a grand opening being 
planned by the Business Incubator center for mid-late April. 

• It’s hiring season in Parks and Recreation!  Parks is interviewing this week to fill three seasonal 
park maintenance worker positions.  The FCC also interviewed to fill a day-time custodian 
position and they just hired nine new lifeguards (they will be hiring even more lifeguards as the 
summer is just around the corner).  

• COPMOBA will be hosting a Bike Swap and movie night on Saturday, April 28th in Civic Center 
Park.  The bike swap will be from Noon – 6 pm with live music and beer.  They will then 
transition the park to show the movie ‘The Moment’ which is about the origins of mountain 
biking.  COPMOBA will also be fundraising throughout the day for trail development– specially 
the remaining three miles of trail that is ready to be built in the Kokopelli Trail system (the 
Hawkeye Trail was open last year as part of this phased project.) 

• Wednesday afternoon 7,000 Easter eggs were scooped up by Fruita youth under 7 years old in 
record time on the back lawn of the Community Center.  

• Highway 6 Sewer Interceptor – Working with CDOT on utility crossing permit.   

• Kokopelli Section of the Riverfront Trail Phase I - Waiting on United to finish their outlet 
structure flume, backfill and grading to complete the fencing.  

• Kokopelli Phase II Trail – Soil Nail Wall construction continues. 

• Grant presentation for AGNC scheduled for April 25th at 2:00 pm.  We are asking $9,000 for the 
Gateway Enhancement Roundabouts.   

• Regarding our $50,000 grant request from the Mesa County Federal Mineral Lease District for 
the Cedar Way Infrastructure Improvements, we should find out regarding a possible award on 
April 18.  

• Engineering is seeking two possible grant processes for a summer intern.  

• Starbucks is working towards a May opening. 

• Next week, Parks and Public Works are going to locate and fix a water leak in the irrigation line 
on the east side of Suds Brothers. There should only be 2-24”x24” concrete stones removed 
initially to locate the leak. 

• Public Works has been busy: 
· Produced 30 cubic yards of biosolids for fertilizer that has already been used.  
· Spring cleaning the irrigation pond at Little Salt Wash Park and storm drains. 
· Crews will be crack-sealing along Pine Street, Vitners Farm and Wildwood subdivisions. 



 
 

· Grand Valley Irrigation is opening their irrigation gates this weekend, so crews are 
preparing the irrigation system for start-up April 16.  

· In one day, the road crew hauled 207 tons of rock chips for chip sealing—when finished 
they will have hauled 1,974 tons. 

• Staff and local businesses hosted and presented to high school students from FMHS, Palisade, 
GJ, and Central this week for Career Exploration Day.  

• Staff met with some of the downtown businesses to talk trash and sprucing up the North Aspen 
Alley. 

• The Mayor and I had a great meeting with Robin Brown, GJEP. 

• We continue to meet with prospective developers and Planning/Engineering staff are busy with 
multiple reviews.  

• Have a great weekend and Happy Easter! 
 

FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  

• F-works co-working center close to reality: http://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Fworks-co-
working-center-close-to-reality-477999793.html 

• Fruita to look over school resource officer program: 
http://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Fruita-to-look-over-school-resource-officer-program-
477998833.html 

• KREX Golden Apple Award Winner—Mrs. Nancy Slipka: 
http://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/krex-golden-apple-award-winner-mrs-
nancy-slipka/1079667691 

• “Nobody plans to be an addict…”: https://www.gjsentinel.com/opinion/columns/nobody-plans-
to-be-an-addict/article_6a0b1322-2fc8-11e8-95c1-10604b9f7e7c.html 

• March for our lives hits Grand Junction streets: 
http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/477835183.html 

• Pilot Hill project officials host meeting to inform Laramie residents of land purchase: 
http://www.wyomingbusinessreport.com/newsletter_am/pilot-hill-project-officials-host-
meeting-to-inform-laramie-residents/article_608ff17c-30ff-11e8-964a-c7e30a0486dc.html 

• Fruita series to feature presentation on heart health: 
https://www.iandimag.com/editorial/2018/04/a-better-view-of-the-future 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS (When an RSVP is required I will include the information. I also ask that you 
let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if multiple council members plan 
to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you.): 

• March 30 City Offices are closed in observance of Good Friday.  

• March 30 two showings of the Movie “We’re All Over The Edge,” a film by locals Cullen Purser & 
Levi Lawrence about mountain bikers, will be shown at Cavalcade at 8 pm and 9:15 pm. 

• March 31 is a Cullen Purser & Friends concert at Cavalcade at 7:30 pm raising funds for a new 
door to increase capacity.  

• April 3 is Election Day for our Municipal election—ballot reception boxes at the Fruita Civic 
Center close at 7 pm.  

http://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Fworks-co-working-center-close-to-reality-477999793.html
http://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Fworks-co-working-center-close-to-reality-477999793.html
http://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Fruita-to-look-over-school-resource-officer-program-477998833.html
http://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Fruita-to-look-over-school-resource-officer-program-477998833.html
http://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/krex-golden-apple-award-winner-mrs-nancy-slipka/1079667691
http://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/krex-golden-apple-award-winner-mrs-nancy-slipka/1079667691
https://www.gjsentinel.com/opinion/columns/nobody-plans-to-be-an-addict/article_6a0b1322-2fc8-11e8-95c1-10604b9f7e7c.html
https://www.gjsentinel.com/opinion/columns/nobody-plans-to-be-an-addict/article_6a0b1322-2fc8-11e8-95c1-10604b9f7e7c.html
http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/477835183.html
http://www.wyomingbusinessreport.com/newsletter_am/pilot-hill-project-officials-host-meeting-to-inform-laramie-residents/article_608ff17c-30ff-11e8-964a-c7e30a0486dc.html
http://www.wyomingbusinessreport.com/newsletter_am/pilot-hill-project-officials-host-meeting-to-inform-laramie-residents/article_608ff17c-30ff-11e8-964a-c7e30a0486dc.html
https://www.iandimag.com/editorial/2018/04/a-better-view-of-the-future


 
 

• April 3 you are invited to a meeting with the AARP State Director, Bob Murphy at 3:30 pm in the 
Plum Room at the Fruita Community Center. Mr. Murphy will also be at the City Council meeting 
at 7 pm to present the City with the Age-Friendly Community certificate.  

• April 5 is the Fruita Area Chamber of Commerce Business Expo featuring kids in business at the 
Fruita Community Center from 4-7 pm.  

• April 6 is the Fruita Parks & Recreation Youth Scholarship Golf Tournament at 9 am at Adobe 
Creek Golf Course. 

• April 7 is the annual Electronics Recycling Event at the Fruita Civic Center (325 East Aspen Ave.) 
from 9 am – 1 pm. The City and Waste Management are teaming up to offer residents the 
opportunity to recycle their electronics at this annual event—collecting all cords, cables, CPUs 
and cell phones at no cost. Other electronics will be collected at a nominal fee.  

• April 14 is the Desert Rats Trail Running Festival. 

• April 18 is a new event called “Fruita: Back to Summer Fair” at the Community Center to learn 
about what Fruita has to offer this summer by way of programs. More info below. 

• April 21 is the 9Health Fair Expo at the Community Center from 8 am – noon. 

• April 26 is the annual Arbor Day event TBD. 

• April 28 the Grand Valley Bike Swap will be held in Fruita at Civic Center Park (including vendors, 
open bike swap/sales, beer garden, food trucks, live music) followed by a showing at 7:30 pm of 
the movie “The Moment.”  

• May 4-5 is the 23rd annual Fruita Fat Tire Festival and 18 Hours of Fruita.  

• May 6 is the Rose Hill Rally from 7 am – 2 pm with a bike aid station at Reed Park.  

• May 12 is the annual Girls on the Run regional 5K run beginning at 9 am at the Community 
Center.   

• May 18 is Colorado Bike to Work Day (earlier this year to accommodate cooler weather) from 
6:30 – 9   am with breakfast provided at the Community Center by Family Health West.  

• June 1-2 is the annual Mike the Headless Chicken Festival.  

• The Business Incubator calendar of events is below.  

• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website at: http://www.fruita.org/calendar. 

• The 2018 Events Information is also available online at: 
http://www.fruita.org/parksrec/page/special-events 
 
 
 

CC. Department Directors 
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