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     Weekly Info Update 
To:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From:  MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER    

Date:  FEBRUARY 9, 2018 

Re:  WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE  

New Directional Sign 
Last week Public Works was able to install a new directional sign on Highway 340 
coming north into downtown.  

 
 
Election Update (cont.) 
Election News: http://www.fruita.org/citycouncil/page/2018-regular-municipal-
election 
• Candidate petitions have been submitted and certified. The City has 2 candidates 
for the Mayor’s seat - Joel Kincaid and Mike Durden, and 5 candidates for the 3 
Council seats – Kyle Harvey, Rudy Van Voorhees, Carolyn Gambino, Karen Leonhart 
and Lori Buck. The candidates’ bios are on the City’s website and will also be included 
in the next issue of the City Link. I meet with the candidates for orientation Monday 
and the Chamber is hosting a candidate forum on March 8 at 6 pm at the Community 
Center.   
• Pro/con statements for the TABOR revenue retention ballot question are due by 
February 16, 2018. The information that is received will be summarized and included 
in the TABOR Notice that is sent to voters prior to the election. Requirements for 
pro/con statements are on the City’s website. Please consider commenting.  
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TID BITS: 
• Fruita sales tax numbers for December 2017 were up 14% above Dec. 2016. For the year 2017 

was up 12% over 2016. 
• Undersheriff Rusty Callow has announced his retirement from the Mesa County Sheriff’s Office 

and Captain Todd Rowell will fill the Undersheriff position.  
• Interim Fruita Chamber of Commerce Director Mindy Rigsby has taken another job elsewhere 

and the Chamber has posted an ad for applications on their website.  
• I had the opportunity last week to sit on a panel with Colorado Tourism Office Director Cathy 

Ritter on the topic of blending economic development and tourism efforts at the 2018 Saving 
Places Conference at the Colorado Convention Center in Denver.  

• Police is working with several other agencies locally and on the Front Range regarding a spree of 
auto thefts in which several vehicles were both recovered and stolen in Fruita.   

• Police managed to apprehend Preston Blackwood, who had been on the run for several weeks 
and had numerous felony warrants.   

• There may be some photos floating around out there of cops on playground equipment and 
playing tag. Officers have been visiting the elementary schools to have lunch and hang out with 
the kids.   

• Public Works reviewed a request from Frank Henry to add an immersion cleaner process and 
issued a letter on Tuesday allowing discharge of this process water to the sewer system within 
specified limits.   

• Public Works is in the interviewing stages for a Fleet Technician and Custodian.  
• The Planner 1 and Code Compliance Officer job descriptions have been posted. We are excited 

to start getting applicants and working towards building our team.   
• Current pending development projects in the review process include: the Fruita RV Resort, 

Soren Subdivision, Pinewood Subdivision, Imondi Wakezone, and Sunset Point Subdivision.   
• Iron wheel Subdivision submitted their preliminary plan for review on 2/2/18.   
• The Chapter 8 Land Use Code Amendment for Bonus Density is scheduled for Planning 

Commission 2/13/18 and City Council in March.   
• Don’t forget – you have one more week to train for the Sweetheart 5k or 10K race on February 

17th. Oh and don’t forget to sign up as well. Quick reminder that there is not a Health Expo at 
the Sweetheart Race this year. The 9News Health Fair is taking its place and will be held in April. 
Community Center Staff does a great job at working with community partners to offer these 
great events!!!   

• The Community Center gymnasium will be closed on Friday evening and all day Saturday 
(February 10th) in preparation for the Fruita Chamber of Commerce Annual Awards Banquet.   

• The bridge for the Kokopelli section of the Riverfront trail should be her between the 12th and 
18th.  

• Crews will be out Feb 17 flagging for singletrack trail along the new trail.  
• Congrats to Henry Hemphill who received the January 2018 Employee of the Month award. 

Thanks Henry for all you do!  
 

 
  
 



 
 

FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  

• Book Notes—Lithic Bookstore and Gallery: https://www.gjsentinel.com/entertainment/book-
notes-feb/article_ad35acfe-0979-11e8-9b04-10604b9f6eda.html 

• Biz Buzz—New Boutique Raspberry Hill in Fruita: 
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/business/biz-buzz-feb/article_33a39e62-0971-11e8-ad33-
10604b9ffe60.html 

• Making reading a little less “ruff”: Well-trained pooches help Colorado kids with literacy skills: 
https://www.denverpost.com/2018/02/03/dog-ears-program-colorado-reading/ 

• Mooning over Moon Farm: https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/mooning-
over-moon-farm/article_7233e7e8-08b0-11e8-8d91-10604b9f6eda.html 

• New bike film aims to capture the epic story behind Fruita’s growing mountain bike scene: 
https://www.outtherecolor  ado.com/new-film-aims-capture-epic-story-behind-fruitas-growing-
mountain-bike-scene/ 

• Family Health West Pink Night a Success!  
https://fmhsathletics.com/2018/02/07/family-health-west-pink-night-a-success/  

 

UPCOMING EVENTS (When an RSVP is required I will include the information. I also ask that you 
let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if multiple council members plan 
to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you.): 

• Tomorrow, Feb. 10 is the Fruita Chamber Annual Banquet at 6 pm at the Community Center. 
• Feb. 12 the City is hosting the Municipality, School District and County officials’ dinner at the 

Community Center at 6 pm (49 plan to attend).  
• Feb. 17 is the Sweet Heart 5k/1k at 9 am beginning at the Community Center.   
• Feb. 19 (Monday) City offices are closed in observance of President’s Day.  
• March 8 is the Chamber’s Mayor and City Council Candidate Forum at 6 pm at the Community 

Center.  
• March 10 is the annual Evening of Art Gala at 6:30 pm at the Community Center.  
• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website at: http://www.fruita.org/calendar. 
• The Business Incubator upcoming events are posted below.  
• The 2017 Events Information is also available online at: 

http://www.fruita.org/parksrec/page/special-events 
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