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     Weekly Info Update 
To:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From:  MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER    

Date:  JANUARY 5, 2018 

Re:  WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE  

 
Happy New Year! 
 
Election Season 
Required notices have all been placed for the 2018 Election and we have had 2 
people pick up nomination packets for Mayor and 5 people for City Council. 
Completed packets are due on Jan. 22 by 5 pm and Candidate Orientation is 
scheduled for Feb. 5 at 7 pm at the Community Center’s Peach Room.  
 
TID BITS: 

•    Community Center visits dropped in December ’17 compared to 
December ’16, but we did have many unaccounted visits due to issues with the newly 
converted RecTrac system and some network changes.  However, even with the low 
reported visits in December, the FCC had a record visitation year with 184,010 visits 
in 2017 (compared to 180,966 in 2016). 

• The new Community Center pass fees went into effect.  We will 
continue to track and respond to feedback as it comes, but so far so good. 

• The main pool water heater has been finicky and is having some 
parts replaced.  Pool water is slightly cooler than normal but we hope to have it 
repaired and fully operational within the week. 

• Parks is removing the Christmas cheer around town.  Staff has been 
working on removing lights and decorations. 

• A new sculpture called “Let’s Ride” will be placed next to Suds 
Brothers (along Mulberry).  The artwork is on loan from Thad Tuin.   

• Staff is looking into why there are many deceased fish at Snooks 
Bottom.  After some initial research, we believe the fish is a Threadfin Shad which is 
native to the US west of the Appalachians and they tend to thrive in large lakes and 
rivers.  We understand die-off like what has happened at Snooks is caused by the 
change in water temperature – these fish tend to die-off when the water goes below 
42 degrees.  We have a call into Colorado Parks & Wildlife to review this issue as well. 

• Thankfully it was an uneventful New Year’s Eve for the Police 
Department. 



 
 

• One of our local homeless gentlemen is back in town and camping. PD has contacted him 
several times and is working on encouraging him to take advantage of local assistance 
resources. 

• Administration staff is busy with year end work. 
• The privacy fence for the bald eagle section of the new trail is complete. A pre-construction 

meeting for Phase 2 is scheduled for next week. 
• The new Pine and Pabor crosswalk is complete—moved north with an added island in the 

middle of the two lanes.  
• We continue to receive more applications or inquiries related to residential and commercial 

development. 
 
 
FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  

• Speak with one voice: https://www.gjsentinel.com/opinion/editorials/speak-with-one-
voice/article_890db9e6-f0f3-11e7-ae0c-10604b9f1ff4.html 

• Ring out the old…ring in the new: https://www.gjsentinel.com/opinion/ring-out-the-old-ring-in-
the-new/article_5433ce9c-ece1-11e7-a792-9badc2f6a228.html 

• “Then and Now” exhibit looks back at the past: 
http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/467463493.html 

  

UPCOMING EVENTS (When an RSVP is required I will include the information. I also ask that you 
let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if multiple council members plan 
to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you.): 

• Jan 11 will be a D51 Foundation hosted event including an update from the D51 School Board 
members and Superintendent on the state of the Schools at the Factory (7750 Main in GJ) from 
6-7 pm. 

• Jan. 13 is the Denver Nuggets Skills Challenge at 9 am at the Community Center.  
• Jan. 18 we are hosting the Chamber Business After Hours Event from 5:30 – 7:30 pm.  
• Feb. 3 is the D51 Foundation annual White Iced Celebration at the CMU Ballroom from 7-10:30 

pm. 
• Feb. 10 is the Fruita Chamber Annual Banquet at 6 pm at the Community Center. 
• Feb 12 is the date for the Municipalities Dinner at 6 pm at the Community Center. 
• Feb. 17 is the Sweet Heart 5k/1k at 9 am beginning at the Community Center.   
• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website at: http://www.fruita.org/calendar. 
• The Business Incubator upcoming events are posted below.  
• The 2017 Events Information is also available online at: 

http://www.fruita.org/parksrec/page/special-events 
 
CC. Department Directors 
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