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     Weekly Info Update 
To:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From:  MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER    

Date:  JANUARY 26, 2018 

Re:  WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE  

Election Update 
 

• Election News:  http://www.fruita.org/citycouncil/page/2018-regular-
municipal-election 

• Candidate petitions have been submitted and certified.  The City has 2 
candidates for the Mayor’s seat - Joel Kincaid and Mike Durden, and 5 candidates for 
the 3 Council seats – Kyle Harvey, Rudy Van Voorhees, Carolyn Gambino, Karen 
Leonhart and Lori Buck.  The candidates bios are on the City’s website and will also 
be included in the next issue of the City Link. 

• Pro/con statements for the TABOR revenue retention ballot question are due 
by February 16, 2018.  The information that is received will be summarized and 
included in the TABOR Notice that is sent to voters prior to the election. 
Requirements for pro/con statements are on the City’s website.  

Upcoming Road Closures in the Colorado National Monument (cont.) 
Please see the information posted below regarding road closures in the Colorado 
National Monument.  
 
TID BITS: 

• Staff submitted a railroad permit application this week for the 
proposed sewer crossing for the Highway 6 eastern sewer extension.  Remaining 
design and permitting efforts will continue once we finalize a grant contract with 
DOLA.  

• We are waiting for the bridge to show up to install and finish up the 
Kokopelli Trail Phase I project.  It is anticipated that the bridge will arrive in early 
February. 

• On the Kokopelli Trail Phase II project, Engineering has issued a 
Notice to Proceed on Monday 1/15/2018.  No activity as of yet from contractor.  
They have an approved concrete block submittal for one of the critical path walls. 

• The Pine/Pabor crosswalk project is complete and staff will be closing 
out the Associated Governments of Northwestern Colorado (AGNC) grant prior to the 
end of January. 
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• The City continues to see increased residential building activity. This month we have 
issued 12 new residential planning clearances.  

• The Community Development Department met with some prospective commercial 
developers interested in our industrial park. 

• Staff has reached out to the Mesa County Building Department to inquire about improving 
the planning clearance and building permit process.  

• Development projects currently in the review process include: the Fruita RV Resort, Soren 
Subdivision, Pinewood Subdivision, Imondi Wakezone, Munchies Site Plan and the Sunset 
Point Subdivision. 

• Deb Woods, Deputy City Clerk, has volunteered to serve on the Community Dinner 
Committee.  The Community Dinner is scheduled for August 1, 2018. 

• It is a busy time of year for Finance staff. They are working on year end processing 
including issuance of W-2’s, 1099’s, grant reimbursements, payroll and benefit changes, 
rate changes for utilities, and migration of the accounting software to a new server. 

• The 2018 Budget Document, as adopted by the City Council, is now available on the City’s 
website at http://www.fruita.org/administration/page/budget. Hard copies will be 
distributed to Departments by the end of the week.  If City Council members would like a 
hard copy of the 2018 Budget Document, please contact the Finance office.   

• The indoor pool was repaired and opened late last week.  There was significant patching 
completed on the Diamond Brite plaster system.  Approximately 25 patches were 
completed.  Staff is still reviewing options for the plaster system to determine if the whole 
pool needs re-plastered and at what cost or whether we can make it another 1-3 years 
and patch the pool when needed. 

• This Sunday, the FCC will have its annual all-staff meeting to review what's happened in 
2017 and what’s to come in 2018.  Needed trainings and longevity awards will be handed 
out. 

• Parks staff is inventorying all parks to list needed maintenance for the coming year and 
beyond. 

• On Wednesday, January 24, 2018, the Mesa County Clerk and Recorder’s Office released 
the first of several videos in a series that showcases user-friendly resources offered at the 
Motor Vehicle office so you can save time and “skip the trip.”  News release at: 
http://blog.mesacounty.us/2018/01/skip-trip.html 

 
FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  

• Sports Commission sets goals: http://thebusinesstimes.com/sports-commission-sets-
goals/  

• Teachers and principals earn District 51 Foundation Grants: 
http://thebusinesstimes.com/teachers-and-principals-earn-district-51-foundation-grants/  

• Oldest fossil ever found in Utah belonged to coyote-like dinosaur: 
http://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Oldest-fossil-ever-found-in-Utah-on-display-at-
Dinosaur-Journey-470604523.html  
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• 10 Things everybody knows about Fruita: http://mix1043fm.com/10-things-everybody-
knows-about-fruita/  

• Rural housing program lines might be redraws – what it means for Fruita, Clifton: 
http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/470976383.html 

• Grand Junction contingent makes tracks to relocated Outdoor Retailer show in Denver: 
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/grand-junction-contingent-makes-
tracks-to-relocated-outdoor-retailer-show/article_f2b1a0f0-019d-11e8-8c28-
10604b9f7e7c.html  

• Fruita looking to grow without losing identity: 
http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/Fruita-looking-to-incentivize-potential-sub-
divisions-471029333.html  

• Neighboring City to Grand Junction Ranked 7th Safest in Colorado: 
http://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/neighboring-city-to-grand-junction-
ranked-7th-safest-in-colorado/939609140  

• Don’t gamble with lottery proceeds: https://www.gjsentinel.com/opinion/editorials/don-
t-gamble-with-lottery-proceeds/article_cc911b48-0234-11e8-a4d0-10604b9f1ff4.html  

UPCOMING EVENTS (When an RSVP is required I will include the information. I also ask that you 
let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if multiple council members plan 
to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you.): 

• Jan 27 at 2:30 at the Mesa County Library, Conservation Colorado will have a free screening of 
the Netflix Original Documentary, Chasing Coral. 

• Feb. 3 is the D51 Foundation annual White Iced Celebration at the CMU  Ballroom from 7 - 10:30 
pm. 

• Feb. 8 you are invited to a sneak peak of the new Eureka! McConnell Science Museum at 5 pm. 
Please let Deb know if you plan to attend as an RSVP is required.  

• Feb. 10 is the Fruita Chamber Annual Banquet at 6 pm at the Community Center. 
• Feb. 12 the City is hosting the Municipality, School District and County officials’ Dinner at the 

Community Center at 6 pm.  
• Feb. 17 is the Sweet Heart 5k/1k at 9 am beginning at the Community Center.   
• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website at: http://www.fruita.org/calendar. 
• The Business Incubator upcoming events are posted below.  
• The 2017 Events Information is also available online at: 

http://www.fruita.org/parksrec/page/special-events 
 
CC. Department Directors 
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