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     Weekly Info Update 
To:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From:  MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER    

Date:  JANUARY 12, 2018 

Re:  WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE  

 
Tuesday’s City Council Meeting and City Council Workshop 
On the agenda Tuesday night is a regular meeting at 7:00 pm followed by another 
special Council Workshop at 7:30 pm to focus on updating the Density Bonus chapter 
of the Land Use Code. The regular meeting agenda will include an update on 
Communities that Care by Katie Smith with Mesa County Health Dept. and 
introduction of the City’s new Planning & Development Director Dan Caris.  
 
Election Season (cont.) 
Required notices have all been placed for the 2018 election and we have had two 
people pick up nomination packets for Mayor and eight people for City Council. 
Completed packets are due on Jan. 22 by 5 pm and Candidate Orientation is 
scheduled for Feb. 5 at 7 pm in the Community Center’s Peach Room.  
 
TID BITS: 

• November 2017 City sales tax revenue was up 24.89% over 
November 2016 (part of this increase dealt with some back 
payments due to the City) but even with those taken out, there was 
an increase. Thru Nov. 2017, City sales tax revenue is 11.83% above 
2016.  

• Looking at sales tax revenues over 2017 through Nov., it is of note 
that every month so far beginning with April 2017 has been higher 
than the corresponding month since 2010. 

• The Nov. County sales tax revenue portion the City receives was 
10.81% over Nov. 2016 and thru Nov. 2017 8.91% over 2016. 

• Use tax on vehicles ended 2017 19.97% above 2016. 
• Use tax on building materials for 2017 ended the year down 27.59% 

compared to 2016. The Community Center fund tax revenues thru 
Nov. 2017 are up 9.82% above 2016. 

• Lodging tax revenue thru Nov. 2017 is up 10.01% above 2016. 
• The City issued a total of 46 permits for dwelling units in 2017 (2 in 

Dec.). 



 
 

• So far in January we have issued 10 already.  
• While it is only January, the leadership team has begun scheduling out budget meeting for 

2019 and beyond to take a more strategic and early approach in our budgeting process. 
• Leading up to the OR show in Denver, the Colorado Outdoor Recreation Office has kicked 

off the #StartOutside campaign requesting “So the next time you take a meeting on the 
trail, enjoy the beautiful scenery our state has to offer, or shop many of the amazing 
outdoor brands in Colorado, join the conversation and use #startoutside.” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qLO-Ehd7LCc&feature=youtu.be 

• We are set to attend the Outdoor Retailer Winter Show in Denver as part of the large 
Grand Valley contingent promoting Colorado’s Outdoor Capital later this month.  

• A tourism marketing summary for 2017 is below.     
• We do have a few spots in the indoor pool where the Diamond Brite coating is coming up. 

Staff is looking into repair options which will result in a pool closure next week Tuesday - 
Thursday to drain pool and repair, hopefully opening by Friday. 

• The Fun Box at Raptor Skate has been removed due to weathering and deterioration. At 
this point we do not believe we will be able to make repairs without changing the 
structural integrity of the fun box – Staff will be looking into options.   

• The Community Center is busy! Youth Volleyball, fitness classes, pickleball, day camps, etc. 
are all in full swing and scheduling space at the FCC is becoming an art and skill.   

• Ture Nycum, with assistance from BLM, presented the non-motorized planning grant for 
18 Rd trails in Littleton to the Dept. of Natural Resources.  

• The first stand –up paddleboard yoga class in the indoor pool went very well Sunday.  
• An adventurous cat got a significant amount of attention over the weekend and early into 

the week when it climbed a power pole and remained there for a few days. With help 
from Grand Valley Power, the cat was rescued. Thanks to Animal Control office Stacy 
Nehm for working to find a solution when even though our crews were willing to help 
could not due to it being an XCEL pole with a transformer on it requiring specific training 
to deal with.   

• Fleet working on ordering police and parks vehicles included in the 2018 budget.   
• Job postings for part-time custodian and full-time fleet technician will be advertised 

starting this weekend.  
• Developer for Sunset Pointe Subdivision came in this week to discuss resubmitting the 

122-lot subdivision development from 2007 and looking to resubmit a preliminary plan 
application in the next couple of months.   

• The City has 3 employees enrolled in the 2018 Grand Valley Leadership Academy that had 
their kickoff this Thursday.   

• The second pour of the Big Salt Wash abutments occurred this week for the construction 
of the Kokopelli section of the Riverfront Trail. Phase 2 notice to proceed is scheduled for 
Jan. 15. 

• The Pine-Pabor crosswalk relocation and improvements are complete. As part of a 2018 
project to do improvements to the east-west paved trail at this location, the existing trail 
will be re-aligned with this new crosswalk.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qLO-Ehd7LCc&feature=youtu.be


 
 

• Staff is  now evaluating the next crosswalk improvement budgeted in 2018 at Ottley Ave., 
18.5 Rd. and Fremont St. (Future road with current paved trail north-south to Rim rock 
Elementary).  

• The Harrison Townhomes Subdivision now has foundations poured on all 6 units. 
• The alignment for the Highway 6 sewer interceptor has been selected and staff is working 

on plans and profile layouts and preparing required documents for CDOT and UPRR 
permits. 

• I have begun a 3-year appointment to serve on the Romney Institute for Public 
Management’s Executive Advisory Board in support of my MPA program at BYU.     

• I had the opportunity to speak to Fruita Rotary this week about 2018 City efforts and 
plans.  

• We met with representatives of Imondi Wakezone this week who have moved one lot 
over and submitted updates to their plans being reviewed over the next week.  

• We are bumping my informal performance review that was scheduled for Jan. 16 to the 
first meeting in Feb. due to the special Council Workshop following the regular meeting 
Tuesday night.  

• Have an awesome weekend! 
 
 
FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  

• ‘Polecat’ of a different stripe: Lineman rescues a real Fruita wildcat: 
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/polecat-of-a-different-stripe-lineman-
rescues-a-real-fruita/article_4a0421ec-f50b-11e7-a089-10604b9f7e7c.html 

• Paddle board yoga comes to Fruita: 
http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/468254453.html 

• Positions now open on Fruita City Council, Palisade town trustees: 
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/positions-are-now-open-on-fruita-city-
council-palisade-town/article_22d4d3ec-f442-11e7-b541-10604b9f6eda.html 

• Plans for cooperative to process, market local livestock in the works: 
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/plans-for-cooperative-to-process-market-
local-livestock-in-the/article_06c54e30-f379-11e7-a8e2-10604b9f6eda.html 

•  Mesa County Commissioners appoint new Chairman: 
http://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/mesa-county-commissioners-appoint-
new-chairman/906886665 

• New GJ Regional Airport Executive Direct begins: 
http://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/new-gj-regional-airport-executive-
director-begins/907283484 

• Guns, tactical vests stolen from state vehicle in Fruita: 
http://www.kktv.com/content/news/Guns-tactical-vests-stolen-from-state-vehicle-in-Fruita-
468251383.html 
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• Commissioners consider de-Brucing: 
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/commissioners-consider-de-
brucing/article_4b1b8624-f50b-11e7-8c9a-10604b9f7e7c.html 

• Sales taxes on upswing in county in November: 
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/sales-taxes-on-upswing-in-county-in-
november/article_4b224a40-f50b-11e7-8c9c-10604b9f7e7c.html 

• Health and wellness speaker series continues: http://thebusinesstimes.com/health-and-
wellness-speaker-series-continues/ 

• Fine art photographers expand purchase options: http://thebusinesstimes.com/fine-art-
photographers-expand-purchase-options/ 

• Biz Buzz—Bestslope Coffee: https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/business/biz-buzz-
jan/article_3b87ad24-f695-11e7-9d72-10604b9f6eda.html 

• D51 Reorganization: http://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/d51-superintendent-
wanted-reorganization-from-day-one-teachers-union-supports/909570804 AND 
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/educators-reapply-amid-district-
reshuffling/article_a6007ea8-f69d-11e7-8235-10604b9f1ff4.html AND 
https://www.gjsentinel.com/opinion/editorials/d-s-bold-move/article_5208daa2-f66b-11e7-
b43d-10604b9f7e7c.html 

• Students band together to prevent child suicide: 
http://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/students-band-together-to-prevent-child-
suicide/911078624 

•  
  

UPCOMING EVENTS (When an RSVP is required I will include the information. I also ask that you 
let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if multiple council members plan 
to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you.): 

• Tomorrow, Jan. 13 is the Denver Nuggets Skills Challenge at 9 am at the Community Center.  
• Jan. 18 the City is hosting the Chamber Business After Hours Event from 5:30 – 7:30 pm. 
• Jan. 24 CMU is conducting their grand opening an ribbon-cutting for the new Engineering 

building Confluence Hall at 5pm. RSVPs are required so please let Deb know if you plan to 
attend.   

• Feb. 3 is the D51 Foundation annual White Iced Celebration at the CMU Ballroom from 7-10:30 
pm. 

• Feb. 10 is the Fruita Chamber Annual Banquet at 6 pm at the Community Center. 
• Feb. 12 the City is hosting the Municipality, School District and County officials’ dinner at the 

Community Center at 6 pm.  
• Feb. 17 is the Sweet Heart 5k/1k at 9 am beginning at the Community Center.   
• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website at: http://www.fruita.org/calendar. 
• The Business Incubator upcoming events are posted below.  
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• The 2017 Events Information is also available online at: 
http://www.fruita.org/parksrec/page/special-events 

 
CC. Department Directors 
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