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     Weekly Info Update 
To:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From:  MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date:  DECEMBER 8, 2017 

Re:  WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE  

Tuesday’s Special City Council Workshop 
We have a rare 2nd Tuesday Council Workshop this Tuesday at 6:30 pm to focus on 
residential density bonus requirements.  
 
Congratulations to the new GJEP Executive Director, Robin Brown! 
Robin begins her first day in this role on Monday, December 11.  
 
$325,000 is what the City of Fruita has been awarded from an Energy Impact 
Grant from DOLA! 
We received official notice from the Department of Local Affairs that the City’s grant 
application for the Highway 6 Sewer Line extension has been approved. The amount 
awarded is $75,000 shy of what is estimated to combine with another $200,000 
contribution and the 2018 line item budget of $600,000 to complete the project so 
staff will re-evaluate filling the gap in order to complete the project in 2018. 
 
North Aspen Alley Project Update 
This week the concrete was poured in the alley and we anticipate the project 
completing near the end of next week. We greatly appreciate the businesses 
impacted by this project and their patience and support. The project has been multi-
phased due to different contractor groups working since summer. The project got off 
to a slower start than anticipated as it took longer to secure all the needed 
easements and schedule the utility companies to begin the underground utility 
relocations. Storms in other parts of the country then took some of these groups 
away once the work had commenced. In the last couple weeks an unknown gas line 
was located in the way, which caused unplanned work to be done opening up 
Mulberry and closing the street last week until last Saturday. We are fortunate to 
have so many team players in the community like our local businesses, which even 
though this has been an inconvenience realize the benefit. #gofruita 
 
TID BITS: 

• Fruita sales tax revenues are in for October and they are 14.55% higher than 
 Oct. of 2016. For the year thru October, this revenue is 10.64% above the 



 
 

same period in 2016. 
• Thru November, the Community Center has welcomed 172,378 paid patrons. November alone 

was 11,971.  
• We issued 9 residential dwelling unit permits in November—totaling 44 for the year. See full 

report below. 
• Please see the summary below from the City’s partner—One Riverfront.  
• Fruita on Country Living’s “The 15 Best Small Towns in Colorado”:  

http://www.countryliving.com/life/travel/g4872/best-small-towns-in-colorado/?slide=6 
• If you are interested in seeing the videos of many of the session and speakers at the recent 

Colorado Governor’s Conference on Tourism: 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLsePj6PBibpkSi2WBed6H-xLTsPbrnvsG 

• The City’s AARP, NAFC Member Application to be designated as an Age-Friendly Community and 
added to the network of age-friendly cities and communities was submitted this week.  

• Enjoyed the opportunity to meet with all City coworkers this week to discuss the 2018 budget, 
2017 accomplishments and goals moving into 2018.  

• We are making great headway in the hiring process for the next Planning & Development 
Director and will spend a full day next week conducting a hiring assessment with finalists.  

• A backboard was broken (glass) after a youth jumped, grabbed and hung on to the rim. Staff is 
obtaining repair costs and scheduling the replacement. The youth will be trespassed from the 
facility for some time per policy.   

• PnR Staff is reviewing a request to place a cell tower on the Fruita Community Center.   
• PnR Staff is working to secure sponsorships for a variety of 2018 Special Events.   
• Buddy the Elf is now somewhere in Downtown Fruita…   
• With the lack of moisture, Parks staff is watering trees in Fruita parks and facility grounds. Don’t 

forget your trees at home – they need water throughout the year, especially in years like this.   
• The 5-2-1 Drainage Authority Board held an electronic meeting and adopted their 2018 budget. 

5-2-1 is still interested in pursuing a long term solution for drainage in the valley and is still 
waiting for the court decision on the GVDD fee. The next 5-2-1 Board meeting will be scheduled 
for March or April unless decision on the fee is issued and the board decides to meet sooner.   

• Completed the startup of the new screen at the headworks building at the WWRF this week! 
Having two screens is a great improvement and allows staff to maintain each of the screens 
without significant impacts to the operations and provides redundancy for emergency 
situations. 

• The Business Incubator Center is hard at work designing a new website for the new Fruita co-
working space, upgrading the wireless internet to much faster speeds and coordinating with a 
locksmith and City staff to upgrade the locking system technology aiming to get the new space 
open in January.  

http://www.countryliving.com/life/travel/g4872/best-small-towns-in-colorado/?slide=6
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLsePj6PBibpkSi2WBed6H-xLTsPbrnvsG


 
 

• Progress on the Kokopelli section of the CRT: Wire fencing is being installed, the privacy fencing 
has been ordered, pilings for the bridge are scheduled to begin next week and partner agencies 
will be walking the trail with staff to identify how to construct the parallel singletrack features 
next week.  

• Engineering continues working the plans for the Cedar Street sewer/drainage project to go to 
bid by early February. 

• Harrison Townhomes is progressing with sewer installation occurring in the alley gearing up for 
road base. 

• Two new subdivision applications were received this week: Pinewood Estates (10 lots) at 1816 K 
Road and Soren Subdivision (11 lots) at 582 South Maple. 

• We attended the presentation of the Sports Commission’s Strategic Plan this week. A copy of 
the report is available as a separate attachment to this Update. 

 
FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  

• Fruita Oks $18.5M budget for 2018: 
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/fruita-oks-m-budget-
for/article_a9bd815a-da53-11e7-b353-10604b9f7e7c.html 

• Fruita residents to vote on funding question in next election: 
http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/Fruita-residents-to-vote-on-funding-question-in-
next-election-462213373.html 

• Fruita construction slows some business: http://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Fruita-
construction-slows-some-business-462430163.html 

• Fruita Monument High School launches first AP seminar course: 
http://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/fruita-monument-high-school-launches-
first-ap-seminar-course/876532532 

• Regional communications center to get phone upgrade: 
http://www.kjct8.com/content/news/462458943.html 

• School District plans purchase of 6,500 computers for students: 
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/school-district-plans-purchase-of-
computers-for-students/article_a7dec9e8-da53-11e7-a7ef-10604b9f7e7c.html 

• Local girl works to zero out student lunch debts: http://www.kjct8.com/content/news/West-
Slope-comes-together-trying-to-zero-out-lunch-debts-462429043.html 

• CMU funds career advisors in high schools: 
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/cmu-funds-career-advisers-in-high-
schools/article_57d89fa2-d8c1-11e7-8c3b-10604b9f1ff4.html AND 
http://thebusinesstimes.com/cmu-expands-program-promoting-additional-education/ 

• Breakfast with Santa & Dinosaurs: http://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-
news/breakfast-with-santa-dinosaurs/873697884 
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• Serve & Protect: https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/business/serve-amp-
protect/article_36ab6ff4-d7f8-11e7-aa22-10604b9f1ff4.html 

• Principals looking to reverse schools’ low ratings: 
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/principals-looking-to-reverse-schools-low-
ratings/article_9cfd57d6-d726-11e7-b07f-10604b9f7e7c.html 

• Adapted toys help disabled children play: 
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/adapted-toys-help-disabled-children-
play/article_82514c92-d98a-11e7-9b84-10604b9f6eda.html 

• Fruita & Rifle make “Best Small Towns” list: http://95rockfm.com/rifle-and-fruita-make-best-
small-towns-list/ 

UPCOMING EVENTS (When an RSVP is required I will include the information. I also ask that you 
let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if multiple council members plan 
to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you.): 

• Dec. 9 is the Holiday Arts and Crafts Fair from 10 am – 3 pm at the Community Center.  
• Dec. 9 is the Hometown Christmas Parade (put on by the Chamber) in the downtown beginning 

at dusk (streets closed between 4 pm to about 7 pm).  
• Dec. 20 is Cookies and Clause at 6 pm at the Community Center. 
• Jan 11 will be a D51 Foundation hosted event including an update from the D51 School Board 

members and Superintendent on the state of the Schools at the Factory (7750 Main in GJ) from 
6 - 7 pm. 

• Jan. 13 is the Denver Nuggets Skills Challenge at 9 am at the Community Center.  
• Jan. 18 we are hosting the Chamber Business After Hours Event from 5:30 – 7:30 pm at the FCC.  
• Feb. 3 is the D51 Foundation annual White Iced Celebration at the CMU Ballroom from 7 - 10:30 

pm. 
• Feb. 10 is the Fruita Chamber Annual Banquet at 6 pm at the Community Center. 
• Feb. 17 is the Sweet Heart 5k/1k at 9 am beginning at the Community Center.   
• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website at: http://www.fruita.org/calendar. 
• The Business Incubator upcoming events are posted below.  
• The 2017 Events Information is also available online at: 

http://www.fruita.org/parksrec/page/special-events 
 
CC. Department Directors 
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 As we reflect back on 2017, we have much to be grateful for: 

Phase I of the Kokopelli connection to the One Riverfront Trail is almost complete.  The City of Fruita hopes to start 
construction of Phase II in January (weather permitting) and a projected completion date in April. 

Las Colonias amphitheater was completed and is now open for business. 

We were able to showcase the One Riverfront trail during the Vistit Grand Junction's Tourism Conference held in Grand 
Junction this fall. 

Great Outdoors Colorado (GOCO) hosted one of their board meetings in Fruita which was followed by a 25th anniversary 
celebration.  The One Riverfront project was highlighted as was our great partnerships and accomplishmnets over the past 28 
years. 

Colorado West Land Trust and City of Grand Junction being awarded GOCO funds to build the Lunch Loops connection along 
Monument Road to the One Riverfront Trail. 

These accomplishments were because of your, our generous donors and supporters.  Without you, the One Riverfront 
project would not have been able to provide cash match grants to the City of Fruita, the City of Grand Junction or Colorado 
West Land Trust.   

We hope you will continue your support in 2018 and one of those ways to further your donation is on Colorado Gives Day, 
Tuesday, December 5th.  All donations made to the Colorado Riverfront Foundation through the Colorado 
Gives.org website will be matched in part by the Community First Foundation's $1 million incentive fund.  You may 
presechedule your donation here.  Be a part and help us reach or exceed our 2017 Colorado Gives Day goal of $5,000. 

Other ways to support the One Riverfront mission in 2018: 

• Set up a recurring donation at Colorado Gives.org, for a  $10 monthly donation, you will be helping us to continue to 
give cash match grants for One Riverfront projects. 

• Remember to update your City Market Shopper Loyalty card with the Colorado Riverfront Foundation as your non-
profit of choice. 

• When shopping on Amazon, sign in at AmazonSmile and Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible 
AmazonSmile purchases to Colorado Riverfront Foundation Inc. whenever you shop on AmazonSmile. 

• Watch for future options in our upcoming e-newsletter. 

Again, a BIG thank you to all of you for helping us continue the vision of the One Riverfront project.  We couldn't do it without 
you. 

Hope to see you on the trail soon.  Have a happy holiday season!   

  

  

  

  
 

https://www.z2systems.com/track/servlet/DisplayLink?orgId=oneriverfront&emailId=d6b86b69d3c372ac29b10a2bb6d27b1edm179d6b&&linkId=69&targetUrl=https://www.coloradogives.org/RFF/overview
https://www.z2systems.com/track/servlet/DisplayLink?orgId=oneriverfront&emailId=d6b86b69d3c372ac29b10a2bb6d27b1edm179d6b&&linkId=71&targetUrl=https://www.coloradogives.org/RFF/overview
https://www.z2systems.com/track/servlet/DisplayLink?orgId=oneriverfront&emailId=d6b86b69d3c372ac29b10a2bb6d27b1edm179d6b&&linkId=74&targetUrl=https://www.coloradogives.org/RFF/overview
https://www.z2systems.com/track/servlet/DisplayLink?orgId=oneriverfront&emailId=d6b86b69d3c372ac29b10a2bb6d27b1edm179d6b&&linkId=73&targetUrl=https://www.citymarket.com/topic/city-market-community-rewards
https://www.z2systems.com/track/servlet/DisplayLink?orgId=oneriverfront&emailId=d6b86b69d3c372ac29b10a2bb6d27b1edm179d6b&&linkId=72&targetUrl=https://smile.amazon.com/ch/84-1069605


 
 

 



 
 

 


