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     Weekly Info Update 
To:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From:  MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date:  NOVEMBER 9, 2017 

Re:  WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE  

 
City Offices will be closed on Nov. 23 & 24 in observation of Thanksgiving 
holiday. 
 
Tuesday’s City Council Meeting 
We will cover the first public hearing on the proposed 2018 budget. We will present a 
budget overview and specific presentations on the personnel budget and Sewer 
Budget.  
 
Play Like a Local Campaign 
As the City focuses on Quality of Place, Economic Health and Lifestyle built upon a 
solid foundation of providing core services, we deliberately seek to market the 
positive aspects of our community we don’t want to lose—things like the small town 
feel, incredible residents, businesses and outdoor recreation amenities, among 
others. The reality is communities grow or decline, but never stay exactly the same 
and Fruita is growing. To attract quality, complementary growth, our value 
proposition is similar when attracting residents, businesses and visitors alike. The 
Play Like a Local Campaign helps in each of these areas. The following is an update 
and City Link article from Slate Communications: 
 
One of the best parts about living in Fruita is the ability play here too. And we like to 
say that “our visitors feel like locals and our locals play like visitors.”  When visitors 
come to Fruita, the immediately feel like part of the community. Because of this, our 
latest tourism marketing campaign is focused on how to “Play like a Local.” If you’d 
like to help us get the word out about Fruita and attract new visitors, we have some 
tips and resources to share: 

• Make sure you’re following us on Facebook (facebook.com/FruitaColorado) 
and Instagram (@gofruita). If you see a post you love, please share it! 

• When posting about your Fruita adventures on social media, add #gofruita 
and #playlikealocal, and tag our accounts. We try to repost often.  

• GoFruita.com is a great resource to share with your visiting friends and 



 
 

family, but we’re always looking for ways to improve it too. Let us know if you have suggestions! 
• We’ve also started a photo library at www.flickr.com/photos/gofruita that can be used by Fruita 

residents and businesses. If you’re sharing tourism-related information, feel free to use the 
photos. 

 
If you have suggestions or content and photos to share, please contact Liz Cassi with Slate 
Communications at liz@slatecommunications.com. We encourage you to take a break from your busy 
lives and appreciate the amazing things that our valley has to offer. We can’t wait to see more from your 
adventures! 
 
BLM Report 
In FY 2016, BLM Colorado's appropriated funding for the recreation program statewide was $3,282,000.  
The resulting economic output was $590,800,000, which is a 1:180 relationship.  Of all the BLM states, 
Colorado had the highest return, with the average return for all the states being 1:103. See full chart 
below. 
 
Community Center Rate Increases in 2018 
To alert pass holders and residents of the Community Center rate increases in the proposed 2018 
budget heavily due to the passage of Amendment 70 increasing minimum wage, we are getting the 
word out in a number of ways.  
 

• November 14-16 (and beyond) – Inform staff of the rate changes and the information being sent 
out  

• November 14-16 - Letter and e-blast to current pass holders 
• November 27-30 – Activity Guide letter from Parks & Recreation Director reaches all homes 
• November 27 – January 15th – flyers posted on the front door 
• Early December – City Link article to all residents 
• The Daily Sentinel will also be publishing an article on this 

 
Please see a copy of the letter sent to all patrons this week below.  
 
TID BITS: 

• Our staff education committee will be helping out again with the backpack program over the 
Thanksgiving break distributing totes full of food—way to go! 

• Great to see the community out to support the FMHS football team last Saturday downtown as 
they left for state. #gofruita 

• So far this month we have issued 10 new residential permits and 15 total planning clearances. 
• Starbucks is nearing construction on the south side. 
• 5 serious business prospects approached us in the last 2 weeks all stating their vision is aligned 

with our community’s vision! Now we are working with them and partners to make it happen. 
• Planning and Engineering staff remain busy working on development applications including 

multiple subdivisions, density bonus points, parking, the cable wakeboard park, etc.  
• The concrete replacement projects around town have wrapped up. 
• Cedar sewer line project is undergoing in-house design. 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/gofruita
mailto:liz@slatecommunications.com


 
 

• The Kokopelli Phase Two bid timeframe was extended due to a number of questions. Bid 
opening will be Wednesday.  

• We have received some promising candidates for the Planning and Development Director and 
are beginning to schedule initial interviews. It is still open until filled.  

• Counselor Kincaid and I participated in the Chamber Board’s strategic planning session last 
Saturday and had a great discussion with them on partnership, funding and new ideas.  

• According to the ValuePenguin’s latest study, Fruita has seen the state of Colorado’s 2nd largest 
reduction in crime from 2012-2016: https://www.valuepenguin.com/how-crime-has-changed-
colorado-cities-past-five-years 

• The Chamber is hosting the 2017 Fruita’s Window Wonderland Contest with the Candy Land 
theme: http://fruitachamber.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/10/2017-Window-Wonderland-
Registration.pdf 

• Check out Colorado Canyons Association’s highlight reel of the successful WXWW in Fruita: 
https://www.coloradocanyonsassociation.org/news/2017/11/13/wxww-success 

• Parks crews have been working hard on placing the lights displays in public areas…looking 
forward to turning them on Wednesday since we are closed Thursday and Friday.  

 
FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  

• Fruita Middle School tackles buy prevention: 
http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/457855103.html 

• District 51 adds premium of $26M to bond: 
https://www.gjsentinel.com/news/western_colorado/district-adds-premium-of-m-to-
bond/article_51b159e4-ca0b-11e7-81e2-10604b9ffe60.html 

• Colorado National Monument was free this weekend: 
http://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Colorado-National-Monument-was-free-this-weekend-
457081563.html 

• Woman travels from California to honor Vet in Fruita: 
http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/456910233.html 

• After Mesa County tax increase, DMV wait times may be shorter: 
http://www.kjct8.com/content/news/After-Mesa-County-tax-increase-Fruita-DMV-wait-times-
may-be-shorter-456698553.html 

• Fruita going green with solar garden: http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/Fruita-going-
green-with-solar-garden-456557283.html 

• Grant to help bring up tourism numbers: http://www.nbc11news.com/video?vid=458153153 & 
http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/Grand-Valley-tourism-industry-receives-50000-in-
grants-458115213.html 

• Elevation Outdoors email blast titled Is Del Norte the Next Fruita: 
http://www.elevationoutdoors.com/road-big-valley/ 
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UPCOMING EVENTS (When an RSVP is required I will include the information. I also ask that you 
let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if multiple council members plan 
to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you.): 

• Tonight, Nov. 17 is the Night at the FCC from 7-10 pm at the Community Center. 
• Nov. 23 & 24 City Offices will be closed.  
• Nov. 28 is a public open house farewell to GJ Police Chief John Camper at the Avalon Theatre, 

Mezzanine level from 4-6 pm. 
• Dec. 7 is the Communities that Cares Ugly Sweater Soiree from 5-7 pm at the Community 

Center. 
• Dec. 9 is the Holiday Arts and Crafts Fair from 10 am – 3 pm at the Community Center.  
• Dec. 9 is the Hometown Christmas Parade (put on by the Chamber) in the downtown beginning 

at dusk.  
• Dec. 20 is Cookies and Clause at 6 pm at the Community Center. 
• Jan 11 will be a D51 Foundation hosted event including an update from the D51 School Board 

members and Superintendent on the state of the Schools at the Factory (7750 Main in GJ) from 
6-7 pm. 

• Jan. 13 is the Denver Nuggets Skills Challenge at 9 am at the Community Center.  
• Feb. 3 is the D51 Foundation annual White Iced Celebration at the CMU Ballroom from 7-10:30 

pm. 
• Feb. 10 is the Fruita Chamber Annual Banquet at 6 pm at the Community Center. 
• Feb. 17 is the Sweet Heart 5k/1k at 9 am beginning at the Community Center.   
• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website at: http://www.fruita.org/calendar. 
• The Business Incubator upcoming events are posted below.  
• The 2017 Events Information is also available online at: 

http://www.fruita.org/parksrec/page/special-events 
 
CC. Department Directors 

 

 

 

 

http://www.fruita.org/calendar
http://www.fruita.org/parksrec/page/special-events


 
 

 

 

BLM Recreation’s Return on Investment 
OFFICE  BLM FY 2016 

Recreation Budget 
(2016 AWP) 

 

Total economic output for 
from public lands for 
recreation. 

 

 $ returned to local economies 
for every $1 invested through 
appropriated funds 

Colorado 3.282 million 590.8 million $180 

Nevada 2.976 million 507.9 million $171 

Utah 3.477 million 551.0 million $158 

Oregon/Washington 4.308 million 629.6 million $146 

Idaho 3.394 million 410.4 million $121 

Arizona 3.144 million 377.8 million $120 



 
 

California 7.728 million 744.5 million $96 

Montana/Dakotas 3.574 million 312.9 million $87 

New Mexico 3.555 million 212.5 million $60 
Wyoming 2.782 million 189.1 million $54 

Eastern States 0. 498 million 14.9 million $30 

Alaska 3.255 million 55.1 million $17 

Washington Office 
(plus NOC & NTC and 
others) 

8.117 million - n/a - - n/a - 

Totals 50.090 million 
Dollars 

4.6 Billion Dollars by states 
* 

Average is   

$103 return/$1 BLM 
6.7 Billion Total  * 

 
• National total differs from the sum of individual state numbers because the National total 

takes into account activity across state borders and the average industry productivity across 
state lines.  

• Most recent economic data (FY 2016) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 
November 14, 2017 
 
Dear Fruita Community Center Pass-holder, 
 
It is hard to believe that we are nearing our 7th year of operation at the Fruita Community Center!  We 
have enjoyed getting to know our patrons and introducing ourselves to visitors.  We feel that these 
interactions and our services have brought value to our Fruita Community and we cannot wait to see 
what the next 7 years has in store for us! 
 
Since opening its doors in 2011, the Fruita Community Center has maintained pass rates at original 
levels (seven years without a rate increase).  Unfortunately, it has become necessary to raise our rates in 
2018 to keep pace with the ever-increasing costs of operating the facility.  The most notable cost 
increase we are facing is due to Amendment 70, which was passed in the 2016 state-wide elections and 
will ultimately raise minimum wages to $12.00 per hour by year 2020 – up from $8.31 in 2016.   In 2018, 
the financial impact will be over $110,000 in part-time salary increases which is necessitating the pass 
rate increase.  We are raising the base rate of each daily pass by $1.00, which in turn impacts the three-
month, punch pass, monthly and annual pass rates.  Our analysis shows that the rate increase in 2018 
will cover our operating costs in the coming two years but we may need to adjust them again in 2020.  
We will make a determination at that time.  See the new pass rates sheet that is enclosed.  These 
changes will go into effect January 1, 2018. 
 
We thank you for your understanding and trust you continue to find value in the facilities, programs and 
events we provide to the Fruita Community and look forward to maintaining your support through 
service that is built on honest relationships. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Nicole MacDonald 
Guest Services Supervisor 
Fruita Community Center  
970-858-0360 x6402 



 
 

 
 

 

 

DAILY ADMISSION PASS RATE/RESIDENT DISCOUNT 

Child (3-9)** $4.00 

Youth (10-17) $5.00 

Adult (18-64) $7.00 

Senior (65+) $6.00 

Shower $4.00 

 

20 PUNCH PASS PASS RATE RESIDENT DISCOUNT 

Child (3-9)** $76.00 $72.00 

Youth (10-17) $95.00 $90.00 

Adult (18-64) $133.00 $126.00 

Senior (65+) $114.00 $108.00 

 

3 MONTH PASS PASS RATE RESIDENT DISCOUNT 

Child (3-9)** $65.00 $60.00 

Youth (10-17) $81.25 $75.00 

New Fruita Community Center Pass Rates 

Effective January 1, 2018. 



 
 

Adult (18-64) $113.75 $105.00 

Senior (65+) $97.50 $90.00 

Adult Couple/Buddy $171.00 $157.50 

Senior Couple/Buddy $146.25 $135.00 

Family (3 members)* $190.88 $176.25 

Family (4 members)* $207.00 $191.25 

Family (5 members +)* $223.50 $206.25 

 

12 MONTH/MONTHLY PASS PASS RATE RESIDENT DISCOUNT 

Child (3-9)** $260.00/ $21.67 mo $240.00/ $20.00 mo 

Youth (10-17) $325.00/ $27.08 mo $300.00/ $25.00 mo 

Adult (19-64) $455.00/ $37.92 mo $420.00/ $35.00 mo 

Senior (65+) $390.00/ $32.50 mo $360.00/ $30.00 mo 

Adult Couple/Buddy $684.00/ $57.00 mo $630.00/ $52.50 mo 

Senior Couple/Buddy $585.00/ $48.75 mo $540.00/ $45.00 mo 

Family (3 members)* $763.50/ $63.63 mo $705.00/ $58.75 mo 

Family (4 members)* $828.00/$69.00 mo $765.00/ $63.75 mo 

Family (5 members+)* $894.00/ $74.50 mo $825.00/ $68.75 mo 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 


