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     Weekly Info Update 
To:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From:  MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date:  SEPTEMBER 22, 2017 

Re:  WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE  

Tuesday’s City Council Workshop 
We will present a draft 2018 City budget and calendar for budget meetings to work 
on finalizing the budget at the end of the year. I emphasize “draft” as many critical 
numbers are still coming in and discussion in the upcoming months will direct many 
aspects of the final budget. I will also provide Council with an update on the code 
enforcement case related to a motocross track in town and we will have quick 
updates on pending planning items and the pending DOLA grant for the sewer 
extension on f Highway 6.   
 
Fall Festival This Weekend 
See the schedule here: http://fruitafallfestival.com/schedule-of-events/ 
 

Mural Unveiling Today 
Amidst a small wind storm and rain drizzle, 
we enjoyed the unveiling of the new mural 
on the underpass of Greenway Dr. on the 
Little Salt Wash Trail. Part of the aRT (Art on 
the Riverfront Trail) and in partnership with 
the Hispanic Affairs Project, Western 
Colorado Latino Chamber of Commerce, 
City of GJ, the Fruita Arts and Culture Board 
and the City, the unveiling was an enjoyable 

event. Artist Jeremy Velasquez has created a beautiful mural with quality, hand and 
spray can artistry that is titled Pilar Fuerte and represents Fruita’s Hispanic culture 
and the value of a culturally rich and diverse population.  
 

 
 
TID BITS: 
• A dealer camp representing 10+ brands is in town this weekend and the 
 Mayor and I have been invited to speak to them Saturday morning. 
• Plans with Rocky Mountain Bikes are all in motion leading up to their product 

http://fruitafallfestival.com/schedule-of-events/


 
 

launch Oct. 3-4. 
• We had two recent and productive business prospect visits and working on a proposal with 

GJEP for one that is ready to move fast.  
• Construction on the Kokopelli section of the Riverfront trail continues and we look forward 

to the Groundbreaking event Thursday (details in the calendar). 
• We look forward to hosting Great Outdoors Colorado as well next Thursday and celebrating 

their 25th year anniversary.  
•  The Police Department will be filling their last vacant position beginning next week with a 

new officer. 
• Unfortunately, we were tagged with lots of graffiti over the last weekend on signs and the 

back side of the dugout at Little Salt Wash Park, but our awesome crews had it cleaned up 
quickly.  

• We had over 350 kids at the Night at the FCC last Friday—largest attendance yet. 
• Recreation staff have been hard at work during maintenance week this week at the 

Community Center. The new carpet, shined floors, deep clean and many other details look 
great.  

• Snooks Bottom will be busy Saturday morning with the Anna Banana Memorial race. 
• The Aspen Alley pre-bid meeting was well attended.  
• We plan the drainage and paving work to begin on Oct. 9 and have assurances from XCEL 

that the utility work will be complete prior to the next phase. 
• We released a request for bids to complete all this year’s sidewalk, curb & gutter projects. 
• Public Works and Parks crews were busy assisting and prepping for Fall Festival this week. 
• Public Works crews were crack-sealing roadways this week. 

 

FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  

• Finishing work for fossil: http://www.gjsentinel.com/news/articles/finishing-work-for-fossil 
• More than 30,000 pumpkins at Moon Farm ready for opening weekend: 

http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/444778723.html 
• Five best things about Fruita Fall Festival: http://kool1079.com/five-best-things-about-fruita-fall-

festival/ 
• Not your dad’s library: http://www.gjsentinel.com/opinion/articles/not-your-dads-library 
• 38 residents became America’s newest citizens: 

http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/446259073.html 
• Parents fret about future of Fruita ag classes: http://www.gjsentinel.com/news/articles/parents-

fret-about-future-of-fruita-ag-classes 
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• Library innovation recognized: http://www.gjsentinel.com/news/articles/library-innovation-
recognized 

• It’s time to up the ante for District 51 public schools: 
http://www.gjsentinel.com/opinion/articles/its-time-to-up-the-ante-for-8232district-51-public 

• Fruita Little Salt Wash Trail Mural: 
http://www.gjsentinel.com/entertainment/articles/entertainment-briefs-sept-22-2017 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS (When an RSVP is required I will include the information. I also ask that you 
let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if multiple council members plan 
to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you.): 

• Today – Sunday, Sept. 22-24 is Fruita Fall Festival in downtown.  
• Sept. 23 is the Anna Banana Memorial race at Snooks Bottom.  
• Sept. 28 at 5:30 pm will be the Groundbreaking Ceremony and Trail Dedication for the Kokopelli 

Section of the Riverfront Trail. We will also receive the Starburst Award for the Little Salt Wash 
Trail.    

• Sept. 28 is the Great Outdoors Colorado (GOCO) 25th Anniversary party at 7pm in Civic Center 
Park by invite only. This is tied to their annual staff retreat in Fruita.  

• Sept 29-30 is Tour of the Moon.  
• Oct. 2-5 Rocky Mountain bikes will be in town to launch their new bike on the 3rd and 4th.  
• Oct. 4 is the TAP-IN Play & Protect, a west slope water forum at the Factory (750 Main St. GJ) 

from 3-6 pm. (http://tapinco.org/colorado-play-protect/) 
• Oct. 5-6 from 8:30 am – 5 pm on Oct. 5 and 8:30 am – 12 pm Oct. 6 will be the second annual 

Colorado Outdoor Recreation Industry Leadership Summit (COILS) at the Avalon Theatre in 
Grand Junction (info below).  

• Oct. 5 is the 31st Business Incubator Center Year Kick-off BBQ & Libations from 4-6 pm at their 
main location in GJ (details below).  

• Oct. 6 is a Conservation Colorado fundraiser (details below).  
• Oct. 7 is the inaugural West by West West (WXWW) event in downtown Fruit fundraising for 

Colorado Canyons Association (details below).  
• Oct. 21 is Grand Valley Transit Training from 9:30 – 11:30 am at the Community Center. 
• Oct. 28 is Truck-N-Treat in downtown from 10 am – 12 pm. 
• Oct. 31 is Trick or Treat Street from 3-5 pm.  
• Nov. 4 is Rim Rock Marathon ending in Circle Park from 8 am – 12 pm.  
• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website at: http://www.fruita.org/calendar. 
• The Business Incubator upcoming events are posted below.  
• The 2017 Events Information is also available online at: 

http://www.fruita.org/parksrec/page/special-events 
 

CC:  Department Directors 
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001p-F7o2CXekKhDSjXnfm9ZjHN0eGIswBTBNd6hXS8At0oUG3L_kkhEK3yYf13NocinTKb9-UoDc6Z3_3z_-bw2ZYFGBAosI-6yAhOfrlO0hZWtH-1LZPD5MQPODvdilQ6Pt7LH0OlZP9rcHSs4WCUnPfZkaeR3wtXc0zY1U-pt-V_z-N-t3LGONQ7ClrP_zQ4Qa20OPQAZURBkCNCN9F0AtNOjVCtvZ_1B_Psy2zuuhdXdZSKDCNINw==&c=gRcyROB8Tyg1a-Gm9XfA9VAeevwbNiLNoHe9ZZpherjTnuSloEO7hg==&ch=PSGNxeNvJ-6EMCPPdeCwhKevt5_tvZD-DP_tmEogrDuoCEfagR3Y8w==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001p-F7o2CXekKhDSjXnfm9ZjHN0eGIswBTBNd6hXS8At0oUG3L_kkhEK3yYf13NociKiJZyJzg5B3be_rob-Puv5G0mZ3URo6DUvxqqLJ8IIgMNn7jwwzrE61UvLT9V4M9IpAcnAFU8usc8R256fXJXtMoAQqVWrtqVwksLKEWmqXBe0VzcbuyeR_JuKncS51c&c=gRcyROB8Tyg1a-Gm9XfA9VAeevwbNiLNoHe9ZZpherjTnuSloEO7hg==&ch=PSGNxeNvJ-6EMCPPdeCwhKevt5_tvZD-DP_tmEogrDuoCEfagR3Y8w==
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=TEM_BusLet_003


 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 



 
  



 
 

 



 
 

 


