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     Weekly Info Update 

To:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From: MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date: August 18, 2017 

Re:  WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE  

Tuesday’s City Council Workshop 

The meeting begins with a brief overview of a broadband concept by OpenOptic, 

followed by a review of the community survey final draft, discussion on requests to 

support November election questions and finally to discuss the pending Iron Wheel 

subdivision application and companion land use code amendment request that 

Planning Commission did not approve at their Aug. 15 meeting.  

 

Blueprint 2.0 Certified Small Business Community 

We received word that we will be awarded a grant of $12,000 and also officially  

designated a Certified Small Business Community! Funds will go toward converting 

the existing Business Incubator space in the Civic Center to a Co-working space 

improving the access to the space for members. The Office of Economic 

Development and International Trade will be coordinating a formal announcement 

with the Governor they would like a representative to attend and also a ribbon-

cutting and check presentation in our community in the near future. Thanks to the 

Business Incubator for assistance with this grant and all our ED partners and some 

local businesses for letters of support.  

 

Top Adventure Town—time to defend Fruita’s title from 2015 & 2016 

Elevation Outdoors launched the 2017 Top Adventure Town poll. Round 1 goes from 

Aug. 16-30; round two Aug. 30-Spet.6; round three Sept. 6-13 and round four Sept. 

13-20. Voting is limited to one vote per device per day: 

http://www.elevationoutdoors.com/top-towns/ 

 

Fruita Chamber of Commerce is looking for Fall Festival Grand Marshall 

Nominations 

Do you know a local resident who has a reputation for outstanding community 

service? Each year the Alpine Bank Fruita Fall Festival parade sponsored by Grand 

Valley Bank honors a resident or residents who has gone above and beyond for Fruita. 

The Fall Festival committee is now accepting nominations for the Grand Marshal of 

the 2017 parade. If you know of a Fruita area resident who has contributed to our 

community, you are invited to nominate him or her for this great honor. Nominations 

will be accepted through September 1 at the Fruita Area Chamber of Commerce. Mail 



 

 

or drop off a detailed written description of what the nominee has accomplished in his/her life, using as 

many specific examples as possible. The Chamber address is: 432 E Aspen Avenue, Fruita, Colorado, 

81521. You may also email the nomination to events@fruitachamber.org. 

 

Fruita chamber of Commerce also looking for new Board members. See message from current 

Chairman of the Board, Derek Biddle: 

It is that time of year for us to start the process of our Board of Directors Nominating Committee, and I 

would like to ask each of you to look inside yourselves to see what you can help the Fruita Area Chamber 

of Commerce achieve in 2018.  We have three wonderful friends stepping off of the Board this year so 

you have large shoes to fill, but if you love Fruita as we do I would ask you to email me a few paragraphs 

expressing interest and telling us a little bit about yourself and what you could bring to the Board of 

Directors.  I have been honored to sit as Chairman of the Board in 2017, and I look forward to continuing 

our successes in 2018 with your help.  As a Board member, you will join us for a monthly Board meeting 

on the second Wednesday from 7:00 am to 9:00 am.  You must be a member in good standing for at 

least 6 months and will also be asked to sit on at least one committee and assist with at least one event 

per year.  Together we can help achieve great things for the Fruita area and I truly hope you can find the 

strength and desire to give a little bit of yourself to this wonderful community. 

 TID BITS: 

• School is back in session and we had a blip of increased traffic, less people at the Community 

Center and unless it is sheer hope on my part, feeling a bit of coolness in the air. 

• The Mayor, Ture and I had a great meeting updated Senator Bennet’s staff on what Fruita is up 

to.  

• I attended the Communication Center Board annual meeting with Chief Krouse and funding will 

be slightly lower than last year for 2018. 

• I had the chance to meet with and tour Copeland Supply who had some great ideas for our 

community and manufacturers.  

• I will be representing Fruita and speaking at the Bicycle Colorado Summit later this year. 

• We were able to meet with a business owner who has developed a new product and introduce 

him to local resources and possible partners this week.  

• We had a great meeting with all supervisors in the organization and it really motivates me to see 

the caliber of leadership our organization enjoys! 

• Mayor Buck and I had a very productive meeting with GJEP’s Executive Director and Chairman of 

the Board.  

• Our Traffic Committee is analyzing crosswalk improvements to prioritize and budget. 

• The community survey, in partnership with Family Health West and Mesa County health 

Department, is in final form, with the exception of questions related to mountain water and 

properties—will have those for Tuesday night’s discussion. The survey needs to go out to 

residents by the end of the month.  



 

 

• Our new Aquatics Supervisor began work Monday—congrats to Cyle Bilger who was promoted 

to that role.  

• This coming Monday our new Aquatics Supervisor starts! 

• Public works was also able to offer a job to a new Wastewater Operator this week! 

• We also have a new maintenance worker filling a vacancy to work on the streets division. 

• Grand Valley Transit will be moving a bust stop at Sycamore Street and we are working with 

them to add a bench to this stop.  

• The I-70 force main project will pick back up next week now that the parts are in. 

• North Aspen Alley undergrounding utilities work began this week. 

• With the bond parameters approved by Council Tuesday night, work has begun on agreements 

being worked up. 

• Odette and Councilman Kincaid are working hard on coordinating and planning the Governor’s 

Conference on Tourism with Palisade and GJ. 

• Have a great weekend! 

 

 

FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  

• Slim pickings for solar eclipse glasses: http://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Slim-pickings-for-solar-

eclipse-glasses-440963543.html 

• Suspect held in Fruita coop robbery: http://www.gjsentinel.com/news/articles/suspect-held-in-

fruita-coop-robbery 

• Biz buzz, Fruita Taco Shop: http://www.gjsentinel.com/news/articles/biz-buzz-aug-17-2017 

• Robbery suspect arrested after pursuit near CO/UT boarder: 

http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/440439583.html 

• Tour of the Valley: http://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/tour-of-the-

valley/787994176 

     

UPCOMING EVENTS (When an RSVP is required I will include the information. I also ask that you 

let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if multiple council members plan 

to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you.): 

• August 19 is the Fruita Farmer’s Market in Civic Center Park from 8:30 am – 12:30 pm. 

• August 26 is the Fruita Farmer’s Market in Civic Center Park from 8:30 am – 12:30 pm. 

• Aug. 27 Downtown Colorado Inc. will be providing a Downtown Institute training at the Avalon 

from 1-5 pm (Details below). 

• August 30 is the next AGNC Board meeting held in Grand Junction at the Lincoln Park Hospitality 

Suite from 9 am – 1:30 pm. The agenda is posted below.  

• August 30 will be the next Fruita Chamber Economic Development Summit from 5:30 – 7:30 pm 

at Cavalcade (invite below).  



 

 

• Sept. 2 is the Fruita Farmer’s Market in Civic Center Park from 8:30 am – 12:30 pm. 

• Sept. 9 is Dog Daze at the Community Center outdoor pool from 10 am – 12 pm. 

• Sept. 9 is the Fruita Farmer’s Market in Civic Center Park from 8:30 am – 12:30 pm. 

• Sept. 15 is Night at the FCC at the Community Center from 7-10 pm. 

• Sept. 16 is the Fruita Farmer’s Market in Civic Center Park from 8:30 am – 12:30 pm. 

• September 22 is the annual Old Fossil Golf Tournament at Adobe Creek (info below). 

• Sept. 22-24 is Fruita Fall Festival in downtown.  

• Sept. 28 is the Great Outdoors Colorado (GOCO) 25th Anniversary party at 7pm in Civic Center 

Park by invite only. This is tied to their annual staff retreat in Fruita.  

• Sept 29-30 is Tour of the Moon.  

• Oct. 21 is Grand Valley Transit Training from 9:30 – 11:30 am at the Community Center. 

• Oct. 28 is Truck-N-Treat in downtown from 10 am – 12 pm. 

• Oct. 31 is Trick or Treat Street from 3-5 pm.  

• Nov. 4 is Rim Rock Marathon ending in Circle Park from 8 am – 12 pm.  

• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website at: http://www.fruita.org/calendar. 

• The Business Incubator upcoming events are posted below.  

• The 2017 Events Information is also available online at: 

http://www.fruita.org/parksrec/page/special-events 

 
 

CC:  Department Directors 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DOWNTOWN INSTITUTE 

GRAND JUNCTION | AUG 27th 

 

Avalon Theater, 1-5 PM, Sunday, August 27th  

 

Strategies for Downtown Retail at the Downtown Institute, will provide thought-

provoking presentations and interactive dialogue to get business owners, 

employees, and downtown champions leveraging assets and planning for 

success! Specifically, the event will focus on how small business can survive in an 



 

 

Amazon world, merchandising, and using consumer preferences and 

demographics to your advantage. 

 

As always, DCI members receive a discount - click here to sign up. 

 

Our speakers include: 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Brian Corrigan, 

Founder and director of OhHeckYeah 

Design Principles for Merchandising 

and Window Displays and Small Business 

Thriving in an Amazon Environment. 

 

 

 

 

Rachel Trignano, 

Public Relations Specialist for the  

Colorado Symphony 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Elaine Brett, 

Paonia Theater Champion, 

DCI Board Member,  

EMB Associates LLC 

 

 

 

 

Pattie Snidow, 

USDA Rural Development 

Resources for Business Succession Planning 

 

 

 

 

 

Register Today! 

  

  

 

   



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 


