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     Weekly Info Update 
To:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From:  MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date:  MAY 19, 2017 

Re:  WEEKLY INFORMATION UPDATE  

Tuesday’s City Council Workshop 
Finance Director Margaret Sell will give a brief update on the Community Center 
bonds. We will then hear from City Engineer Sam Atkins regarding the current design 
project for Downtown Phase 2 and have a discussion regarding finalizing this project 
by the grant deadline. Finally, we will discuss Chapter 8 of the Land Use Code.  
 
Good luck to Councilman Joel Kincaid who is currently, and not for the first 
time, riding the Kokopelli Trail to Moab this weekend! 

 
 
Graduation Congratulations! 
A big CONGRATULATIONS to all of our City of Fruita Employee and Employees’ 
Children 2017 Graduates. 
 
2017 FMHS Graduates 
Maggie Angelo (Mark Angelo’s Daughter) 
Beckah Krouse (Chief Krouse’s Daughter) 
JT Queen (Officer James Queen’s Son) 
Rhiannon Broyles (Fruita Community Center Employee) 
Dakota Carpe (Fruita Community Center Employee) 



 
 

Randall Fox (Fruita Community Center Employee) 
Emily Roberts (Fruita Community Center Employee) 
Alison Stanton (Fruita Community Center Employee) 
Brandon Herring (Fruita Community Center Employee) 
Travis Newland (Fruita Community Center Employee) 
Caitlyn Sandlin (Fruita Community Center Employee) 
Corryne Zappa (Fruita Community Center Employee) 
Chloe Pickford (Fruita Community Center Employee) 
 
2017 Grand Junction High School Graduates 
Tyler Sweet (Fruita Community Center Employee) 
 
2017 Colorado Christian University Graduates 
Jessica Rezak (Fruita Police Department Employee) 
 
2017 CMU Graduates 
Colton Cave (Fruita Community Center Employee) 
 
2017 Williamsburg Academy Graduates 
Abigail Rosengren (Fruita Community Center Employee) 
 
Education Team Service 
This summer, the COF Education Team is partnering with the Fruita Rotary Club and others to help 
distribute food to disadvantaged families in our area.  The program will run on Fridays beginning May 
26th through the beginning of the 2017/2018 school year from 2:30 pm to 4:00 pm.  We are allowing 
employees to volunteer some time to help make this happen. If you are interested in volunteering to 
help man the two locations that we’re planning to use as food distribution points (the Fruita Bike Park 
and Heritage Park), please let Deb know.    
 
BRAIN Tour in the Grand Valley 
We had a great time riding in the cold, rainy headwind on our bikes with the BRAIN Dealer Tour 
Wednesday from GJ to Fruita and visiting our local bike shops who did a great job sharing their stories. 
Thanks to Mayor Buck for joining in the shop tours. We also had a great showing at the closing open 
house at MRP last night. Thanks to Counselors Kreie and Karisny and Mayor Buck for joining me, as well 
as the owners of Over the Edge, Colorado Backcountry Biker and Hot Tomato all representing Fruita. A 
few stories are linked below in the news section and a video later this summer as well as the Bicycle 
Retailer June edition will also cover the tour. Bicycle Retailer is who covered Fruita in their Interbike 
editions of their 2015 & 2016 publications as well as covering our trip to Eurobike that brought us 
interest from bike companies around the world. BRAIN visited the valley to visit all the bike shops and 
this is their first Dealer Tour to a population this small (including the population of the entire valley) they 
have ever done. Now that the tour is done, where did most of them go? Well, they are staying in Fruita 
of course to have fun over the weekend! 
 
TID BITS: 



 
 

• Congrats to Officer Rezak who graduated with honors from Colorado Christian University on 
Saturday, May 13 earning a Bachelor Degree in Criminal Justice! 

• We have hired Stacy Nehm to be our new part-time Animal Control Officer. Stacy comes to us 
with over 30 years of law enforcement experience, largely in Animal Control and will begin on 
May 22.  

• Congrats to all coworkers who have children or grand-children who graduated from high school 
this week.  

• The cold weather brought in a steaming-resort type outdoor pool this week that has been 
hosting student groups prior to the weather change.  

• The Wills property acquisition is moving along through the process and GOCO grant process. 
• Staff is beginning the work on a sewer rate study. 
• Proposals for a community survey are being received today and a committee made up of City 

staff, FHW staff and the Health Department will be selecting a consulting firm to work with.  
• Colorado Backcountry Biker will be assisting with the Governor’s Tourism Conference providing 

a mountain biking tour for conference goers.  
• The Historic Preservation Board’s Fruita History Fair last Saturday was the most successful to 

date—great job to the board members and staff who helped make it great! 
• We hosted our Marketing Firm this week who taught informational workshops with local 

businesses on how to effectively use online tools and social media as well as cross-promote with 
each other and the City. They also got out and began filming locals for our Play Like a Local 
Tourism campaign.  

• Thanks to our staff who helped make the annual Water Festival for 5th graders at CMU a success 
this week. 

• The Grand Valley Leadership group that Art and Sam are participating in did a service project 
removing graffiti in Fruita in the underpass on Little Salt Wash Trail today. 

• Engineering continues to prepare the Kokopelli Trail final design and work with BLM and CDOT. 
• Adobe View North subdivision is working on dry utility work. 
• Aspen Village subdivision is working on sewer lines. 
• Brandon Estates subdivision Phase 2D is working on sewer lines. 
• We had a great meeting with the Business Incubator Center this week and owners of co-working 

spaces to evaluate and make a plan for our Civic Center BIC space. 
• We also continued work with two prospective companies this week that are moving along.  
• The Dinosaur Journey New Exhibit reception Thursday was a success, even if you don’t like 

snakes.  
• The next City Link is to the printer and should reach residents by next Friday.  
• Have an awesome weekend! 

 
FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  



 
 

• Dinosaur exhibition makes local stop TV spot: http://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-
news/dinosaur-exhibition-makes-local-stop/716059169 

• In rain and sun, the BRAIN Dealer Tour comes to Colorado’s Grand Valley: 
http://www.bicycleretailer.com/retail-news/2017/05/18/rain-and-sun-brain-dealer-tour-comes-
colorados-grand-valley#.WR81s8skuUk 

• BRAIN Dealer Tour of the Grand Valley kicks off Tuesday: http://www.bicycleretailer.com/retail-
news/2017/05/15/brain-dealer-tour-grand-valley-kicks-tuesday-grand-junction-colo-brain-
%E2%80%93#.WR82esskuUk 

• Wildcats turn their tassels TV spot: http://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Wildcats-walk-the-stage-
422759324.html 

• Ticket-writing staffer lovingly sends Fruita’s 362 grads out the door: 
http://www.gjsentinel.com/news/articles/ticketwriting-staffer-lovingly-sends-fruitas-362-g 

• Fruita Monument hires Bob Bledsoe as new softball coach: 
http://www.gjsentinel.com/sports/articles/fruita-monument-hires-bob-bledsoe-as-new-softball 

• BRAIN Dealer Tour: Is Palisade the next big MTB destination? http://www.bicycleretailer.com/retail-
news/2017/05/18/brain-dealer-tour-palisade-next-big-mtb-destination#.WR81ksskuUk 

 
     
UPCOMING EVENTS (When an RSVP is required I will include the information. I also ask that you 
let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if multiple council members plan 
to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you.): 

• Tomorrow, May 20 is the first annual Beer, Gear and Grub festival in the Southside Marketplace 
from 12-6 pm (ad below) 

• May 20 you are invited to the inauguration of the Cameo Shooting and Education Complex 
where Governor Hickenlooper will fire the “First Shot” using a custom rifle provided by a GJ 
manufacturer. Agenda Below.  

• May 24 is the Chamber of Commerce Member appreciation lunch on the front lawn of the 
Chamber building. 

• May 25th at 3:00 pm, flags will be placed on graves at the Veterans Memorial Cemetery of 
Western Colorado at 2830 Riverside Parkway in GJ by the Western Slope Chapters of the Harley 
Owners Group and Patriot Riders.  Anyone else wishing to volunteer may do so at that time. 

• May 25 is the Colorado Riverfront Concert featuring Tinsley Ellis with “Blues are Dead” at the 
state park (gates open at 5:30, show starts at 7:30 pm). 

• May 28 at 6:00 pm, a Retreat Ceremony will be held at the Cemetery.  The Grand Valley 
Combined Honor Guard will formally lower and retire the American flag for the evening. 

• May 28 at 6:15 pm, the Honor Guard will conduct a Flag Retirement and Burning Ceremony and 
property dispose of unserviceable American flags.  Flags can be dropped of at the Cemetery 
before May 27th. 

• May 29 at 10:00 am, a Memorial Day ceremony honoring all veterans will be held at the 
Cemetery.  The public is invited and are encouraged to bring their own seating.   

• May 29 at 11:00 am – American Legion Jr. Vice Commander Louis Brackett will conduct a 
Memorial Day Service at Elmwood Cemetery in Fruita. 

• June 1 is a Community that Cares Fruita Information Session in the Peach and Plum rooms of the 
Fruita Community Center from 5:30 – 6:30 pm (flyer below).  

http://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/dinosaur-exhibition-makes-local-stop/716059169
http://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/dinosaur-exhibition-makes-local-stop/716059169
http://www.bicycleretailer.com/retail-news/2017/05/18/rain-and-sun-brain-dealer-tour-comes-colorados-grand-valley#.WR81s8skuUk
http://www.bicycleretailer.com/retail-news/2017/05/18/rain-and-sun-brain-dealer-tour-comes-colorados-grand-valley#.WR81s8skuUk
http://www.bicycleretailer.com/retail-news/2017/05/15/brain-dealer-tour-grand-valley-kicks-tuesday-grand-junction-colo-brain-%E2%80%93#.WR82esskuUk
http://www.bicycleretailer.com/retail-news/2017/05/15/brain-dealer-tour-grand-valley-kicks-tuesday-grand-junction-colo-brain-%E2%80%93#.WR82esskuUk
http://www.bicycleretailer.com/retail-news/2017/05/15/brain-dealer-tour-grand-valley-kicks-tuesday-grand-junction-colo-brain-%E2%80%93#.WR82esskuUk
http://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Wildcats-walk-the-stage-422759324.html
http://www.kjct8.com/content/news/Wildcats-walk-the-stage-422759324.html
http://www.gjsentinel.com/news/articles/ticketwriting-staffer-lovingly-sends-fruitas-362-g
http://www.gjsentinel.com/sports/articles/fruita-monument-hires-bob-bledsoe-as-new-softball
http://www.bicycleretailer.com/retail-news/2017/05/18/brain-dealer-tour-palisade-next-big-mtb-destination#.WR81ksskuUk
http://www.bicycleretailer.com/retail-news/2017/05/18/brain-dealer-tour-palisade-next-big-mtb-destination#.WR81ksskuUk


 
 

• June 1 Museums of Western Colorado Opening Reception for Women of Excellence: The 
Colorado Women’s Hall of Fame Collection begins at 5:30 pm at the Museum of the West in 
downtown GJ.  2010 Inductee Jill Tietjen presents “Women Who’ve Changed Colorado.” 
Inductee portraits and profiles will be on exhibition at the Museum of the West June 2 – 
September 4. 

• June 2 we are hosting a public forum in the old DMV room to educate and gather feedback on 
mountain water/land assets from 4-6 pm.  

• June 2-3 is Mike the Headless Chicken Festival in downtown Fruita.  
• June 6 is the 2017 Western Colorado Economic Summit [resented by GJEP at CMU: 

http://www.gjep.org/western-colorado-economic-summit/. 
• June 7 is the Fruita Chamber of Commerce Legislative Forum with state, county and City officials 

speaking at the Lower Valley Fire Department at 7:30 pm. 
• June 8 is a Riverfront Concert featuring Big Sam’s Funky Nation at the state park (gates open at 

5:30, show starts at 7:30 pm). 
• June 15 is the first of the weekly Fruita Thursday Night Concert series featuring Bicycle Annie at 

7:30 pm in Civic Center Park.  
• June 16 is Food Truck Friday in Civic Center Park beginning at 5:30 pm.  
• June 15-18 is Country Jam. 
• June 17 is the 4th Annual Crazy About Canyons Wine Dinner @ Carlson’s from 5:30 – 8:00 pm 

(flyer below).  
• June 20-23 is the annual CML Conference.  
• June 21 is the first annual Community Solstice/Harvest Dinner at Civic Center Park at 6:30 pm 

(poster below). 
• June 22 is the Thursday Night Concert at 7:30 pm in Civic Center Park featuring Johnson County 

Coroners.  
• June 24 begins the weekly Farmers Market series each Saturday in Civic Center Park starting at 

8:30 am.  
• June 28 is Bike to Work Day with a breakfast provided by Family Health West at the Civic 

Center—6:30 – 8:30 am. 
• June 29 is the Thursday Night Concert with the Centennial Band at 7:30 pm. This is the concert 

that City Council is serving ice-cream.  
• June 29 is also a Riverfront Concert featuring the Fabulous Thunderbirds at the state park. 
• The Business Incubator class schedule is below. 
• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website at: http://www.fruita.org/calendar. 
• The 2016 Events Information is also available online at: 

http://www.fruita.org/parksrec/page/special-events 
 
 
 

CC:  Department Directors 
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