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Weekly Info Update 
To:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From:  MIKE BENNETT 

Date:  APRIL 28, 2017 

Re:  WEEKLY INFO UPDATE  

Tuesday’s City Council Meeting 
Tuesday’s meeting has a fairly light agenda, beginning with a Proclamation on 
Teacher Appreciation Week, the consent agenda and a brief training on density 
bonus standards.  
 
Mayor & City Manager’s from Westslope to West Coast Sea Otter Trip 
Our trip to Sea Otter with guest Fruita Ambassador, Hot Tomato owner Jen Zeuner 
and Steve Jozefczyk was extremely productive. A huge thanks goes out to Jen Zeuner 
who knows so many in the bike industry from her pro racing days to even today as 
much of the industry will frequent Hot Tomato as they ride in Fruita. We were able to 
stop in Ogden, UT and visit with the Mayor and learn about their efforts that have 
yielded a large concentration of outdoor recreation industry companies—validating 
our efforts. We visited with a company in Reno, NV and viewed redevelopment 
efforts in both downtowns of Reno and Ogden. Friday and Saturday were full busy 
days at the Sea Otter Classic continually talking with companies—a few that are 
seriously considering either a press camp or relocation to Fruita.  Updates from this 
week’s recruitment trip can be found at http://www.gjep.org/sea-otter-classic/. 
 
MTN Town Magazine Spring 2017 Edition Highlighting Fruita 
Pages 12-15 in the following digital version cover Fruita: 
https://issuu.com/mtntownmagazine/docs/spring_2017_issuu 
 
TID BITS: 

• CIMA, a relatively new mountain bike manufacturer and direct-to-consumer 
sales company is under contract to purchase a building on Aspen Ave. to have a store 
front in Fruita. They are at Fat Tire Festival, so drop by and give them a warm Fruita 
welcome.  

• The FTAC is partnering with Over the Edge to fund a professional video of the 
Fruita Fat Tire Festival this weekend.  

http://www.gjep.org/sea-otter-classic/
https://issuu.com/mtntownmagazine/docs/spring_2017_issuu


 
 

• The FTAC is also helping fund the Grand Day 2.0 video that will feature Fruita in various 
segments.  

• A recap of Senator Gardner’s recent visit to the Valley and meeting with City Council can be 
found at: 
https://outreach.senate.gov/iqextranet/view_newsletter.aspx?id=103467&c=CGardner 

• See the Colorado National Monument upcoming activities pasted below. 
• COPMOBA has hired a new coordinator (Press Release below). 
• The Outdoor Industry Association has released an Outdoor Recreation Economy Report, 

highlighting $887 Billion in consumer spending and 7.6 Million jobs: 
https://outdoorindustry.org/resource/2017-outdoor-recreation-economy-report/ 

• The Historic Preservation Board is going to print with updated Downtown Walking tour 
brochures thanks to donations to match City contribution. 

• RFPs for restructuring the bond debt for the Community Center are out. 
• The Family Health West billboard is up and will soon be re-stretched. Lights have also been 

repaired.  
• Police have been busy investigating the armed robbery at Maverik, offering support at FMHS 

after the sad loss of a student (our hearts go out to the family and friends), hiring new police 
officers, adjusting to all promotions, training, etc. 

• Road overlays are complete. 
• The new ADA route at Snook’s Bottom is now paved.  
• Sam and I presented a grant request to AGNC to assist with the Pabor-Pine crosswalk project. 
• The Pabor/Laura Ave. irrigation is now on after the recent project.  
• The Aspen Village Subdivision is progressing on sewer work.  
• Adobe View North should be paving next week. 
• We had a bar screen at the WWRF go out and is being worked on. 
• The State Park is planning to pave their portion of the Riverfront trail May 8-June 15. 
• Public Works crews did a fantastic job prepping for Fat Tire Festival—street sweeping, spraying 

out storm drains, etc.  
• I was able to speak at a District 51 Community Engagement event last night about community, 

schools and Fruita. My talking points are below.  
• The Mayor attended the US Cycling VIP reception last night representing Fruita. 
• Ken, Ture and I attended the Fruita Fat Tire VIP event last night.  
• Today the Mayor and I will be engaging with Fat Tire vendors welcoming them to Fruita. 
• I will also be in attendance at the Hawkeye mountain bike trail grand opening at 4pm today.  

FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  
 
• Fruita Monument students honored at scholarship assembly TV spot: 

http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/420669323.html 

https://outreach.senate.gov/iqextranet/view_newsletter.aspx?id=103467&c=CGardner
https://outdoorindustry.org/resource/2017-outdoor-recreation-economy-report/
http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/420669323.html


 
 

• New program in Fruita aims to fight diabetes TV spot: 
http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/New-program-in-Fruita-to-help-prevent-type-2-
Diabetes-420305083.html 

• Land buy, grant to help Fruita expand park: http://www.gjsentinel.com/news/articles/land-buy-
grant-to-help-fruita--expand-park 

• Police seek armed robber of Fruita gas station: http://www.gjsentinel.com/breaking/articles/police-
seek-armed-robber-of-fruita-gas-station 

• District offers support for its students after two deaths by suicide: 
http://www.gjsentinel.com/news/articles/district-offers-support-for-its-students-after-two 

• Hang 10 in Fruita and surf the mighty irrigation canals: http://kekbfm.com/fruita-canal-surfing/ 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS (When an RSVP is required I will include the information. I also ask that you 
let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if multiple council members plan 
to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you.): 

• Today, April 28 at 4pm at the Mack Ridge Trailhead parking lot is the grand opening event of our 
new mountain bike trail, Hawkeye. 

• Today and Tomorrow, April 27 – 29 is the 22nd annual Fat Tire Festival in downtown Fruita.  
• April 29 is the Family Health West Red Baron Ball at the Avalon Theatre—doors open at 5pm. 
• May 1 is a special Council Workshop with representatives from the School District and School 

Board at 7 pm. 
• May 5 is the Leadercast event hosted by the Fruita Chamber and streamed in to the Fruita 

Community Center from 9:00 am – 3:30 pm.  
• May 5-6 is 18 Hours of Fruita Mountain Bike Race at Highline State Park (sold out). 
• May 6 is the Girls on the Run 5k race in Fruita. 
• May 13 is the annual Fruita History Fair and Then & Now Photo Exhibit from 8 am – 2 pm at the 

Cavalcade (poster below).  
• May 16-18 is the Bicycle Retailer (BRAIN) Dealer Tour in the Grand Valley. Wednesday they will 

be riding into and around Fruita to visit with businesses. The Mayor, Ture and I will be riding 
with them as they have limited space for the ride. They are setting their own agenda and will be 
at lunch at the Hot Tomato.  

• May 18 is the BRAIN Tour closing reception at MRP in GJ. 
• May 20 is the first annual Beer, Gear and Grub festival in the Southside Marketplace. 
• May 20 you are invited to the inauguration of the Cameo Shooting and Education Complex 

where Governor Hickenlooper will fire the “First Shot” using a custom rifle provided by a GJ 
manufacturer. Agenda below.  

• May 24 is the Chamber of Commerce Member appreciation lunch on the Chamber lawn. 
• May 25 is the Colorado Riverfront Concert featuring Tinsley Ellis with “Blues are Dead” at the 

state park. 
• June 2-3 is Mike the Headless Chicken Festival in downtown Fruita. 
• June 6 is the 2017 Western Colorado Economic Summit presented by GJEP at CMU: 

http://www.gjep.org/western-colorado-economic-summit/. 
• June 7 is the Fruita Chamber of Commerce Legislative Forum with state, county and City officials 

speaking at the Lower Valley Fire Department at 7:30 pm. 
• June 8 begins the Thursday night concert series in Civic Center Park each week. 

http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/New-program-in-Fruita-to-help-prevent-type-2-Diabetes-420305083.html
http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/New-program-in-Fruita-to-help-prevent-type-2-Diabetes-420305083.html
http://www.gjsentinel.com/news/articles/land-buy-grant-to-help-fruita--expand-park
http://www.gjsentinel.com/news/articles/land-buy-grant-to-help-fruita--expand-park
http://www.gjsentinel.com/breaking/articles/police-seek-armed-robber-of-fruita-gas-station
http://www.gjsentinel.com/breaking/articles/police-seek-armed-robber-of-fruita-gas-station
http://www.gjsentinel.com/news/articles/district-offers-support-for-its-students-after-two
http://kekbfm.com/fruita-canal-surfing/
http://www.gjep.org/western-colorado-economic-summit/


 
 

• June 8 is a Riverfront Concert featuring Big Sam’s Funky Nation at the state park. 
• June 21 is the first annual Summer Solstice Harvest dinner (community dinner in downtown). 
• June 24 begins the Farmers Market series each Saturday in Civic Center Park.  
• June 29 is a Riverfront Concert featuring the Fabulous Thunderbirds at the state park. 
• The Business Incubator class schedule is below. 
• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website at: http://www.fruita.org/calendar. 
• The 2016 Events Information is also available online at: 

http://www.fruita.org/parksrec/page/special-events 
 

CC:  Department Directors 

District 51 Community Engagement Event Talking Points 

• City goals, direction, philosophy 
• Expound on quality of place & economic health 
• Ask—what do people base moving decisions on? 

o Education system is top of list 
o We see this with our proactive/creative business recruitment outreach 
o Our hospital, Family Health West, sees this when recruiting physicians and 

medical staff to the community? 
o Where do people find this info? 

 www.greatschools.org 
• Fruita does not want to be the community that says—we don’t do schools—that is the 

school district? 
• Communities are as successful as their partnerships---each entity in a community can’t 

do it by themselves—just like a school can’t be fully responsible for a child’s education—
it is proven parents and/or support services make a huge impact 

• Examples in Fruita:  
o Communities that Care     
o Recreation partnerships with schools 
o Rewards 
o Volunteers at schools 

• As a community and district, we need to do a better job highlighting our success—I hear 
too much negative and not enough positive, and I am an optimist and I live in Fruita 
surrounded by positive people 

o Example: 
 I love the staff and teachers at my kids school Rim Rock Elementary 
 I am excited for them to attend the Middle and high schools  

http://www.fruita.org/calendar
http://www.fruita.org/parksrec/page/special-events
http://www.greatschools.org/


 
 

 Fruita Monument High School has some great programs and I love the 
volunteer work students do in our community—many hours, much good 
for the community—big example is our FFA group that is the best in the 
state 

 Fruita Middle School has regular visiting schools from across the country 
coming to learn about the Fruita Middle School story 

 FMS was recent ranked in the Smart List’s 85 Elementary & Middle 
Schools Worth Visiting 

 FMS is a model Professional Learning Community (PLC)—one of only 2 in 
state K-12 

 FMS Principal is asked to speak to schools across the country 
• A Professional Learning Community (PLC) is when teachers collaborate to ensure that 

learning for all—not teaching for all in isolation—which is what we are trying to do as a 
community—collaborate together for the good of the kids and community as a whole.  

• Schools are essentially the lifeblood of a community—the better schools are, the better 
the community, the better the attraction, the better the health of the community. 

• I am passionate, as a father and as a city manager about our schools being the best they 
can be because the success of our children’s education is the success of our community.  

 

Come join us at Colorado National Monument for our April 2017 Walk & Talk programs!  

 

Colorado National Monument in partnership with the Colorado National Monument 
Association presents the 2017 Spring Walks & talks Series. 
 
Come join us at Colorado National Monument for the Spring 2017 Walks & Talks series. 
 
The public is invited to participate in our April 2017 programs covering such diverse topics as 
history, astronomy and star gazing. 
Come and view the night sky through large telescopes with the Western Colorado Astronomy 
Club (WCAC) at the Colorado National Monument Saddlehorn Picnic Area. All events start at 
dusk, weather permitting. 
  
Meet in the Saddlehorn picnic parking lot just after sunset. Join the WCAC who share their 
telescopes. Weather permitting you will see planets, galaxies, star forming nebulae and 
clusters. It could be cool, so bring a blanket, warm jackets and some hot drinks. 
Approximately two hours. Advance registration is not required.  
  



 
 

4/22/17        The Great Nebula in Orion, Mars & Jupiter  
5/20/17        Spiral Galaxies, Mars & Jupiter 
6/24/17        The Moon, Jupiter & Saturn 
7/22/17        Great Globular (Star) Cluster (M13) in Hercules 
10/21/17     Saturn, and M31 
Go to www.wcacastronomy.org for more information. 
 
National Parks and America's Railroads 
Sunday, 4/23/2017 3:00 p.m. and Monday, 4/24/2017 10:00 a.m.  
Join us at the visitor center auditorium to hear Pat Thrasher, Director of Glenwood Railroad 
Museum in Glenwood Springs, Colorado as he explores the relationship between America's 
National Parks and its railroads. He will discuss the history from the Northern Pacific and 
Great Northern Railroads over a century ago to Amtrak and the Alaska Railroad today. During 
the late 1800's the growing conservation movement fought a public battle to protect areas like 
Yosemite and Yellowstone and the nation's western railroads lent much needed support to the 
idea. 

 
All programs are open to the public and free of charge. There is an entrance fee of $15 per 
vehicle to Colorado National Monument or use your annual pass. Participants on hikes will be 
required to sign an acknowledgement of Risk Liability Waiver. 
All events are sponsored by the National Park Service at Colorado National Monument. 
Support is provided by Colorado National Monument Association, a 501 (c) 3 nonprofit 
educational organization which helps support educational, scientific, historic and research 
projects at Colorado National Monument. CNMA membership helps support educational 
programs at Colorado National Monument.  

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001BdQg1j9dTVtNzWUSgrYsBHqVGsi_2LdcD4lkbbmgIqqB7FUAfjeruYnn2kStuvKda79ndlT4Iv_ZlVrIEyqh2hPd1EJN72PI2G74q2esX1rTO8iKUuUfopv4tyaLwdW0pJt2cfUdX24xTTmGqOesC_DQuhIMu_u4&c=QJ5QPdXEO4om8RMUxGW1DUBhDyfT8QijxNFe_2JWOcVlAhY7h1Ubow==&ch=E8oNHsuvuuljI-CSTZ6y6MX5pUnG0VP3i9Sv5p6v1IfGOoks6-sW_w==


 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
  


