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     Weekly Info Update 

To:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From: MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date: March 3, 2017 

Re:  WEEKLY INFO UPDATE  

Tuesday’s City Council Meeting 

We have a full agenda beginning with two guest presentations on the Communities 

that Care program and a new partnership we entered into with Special Olympics. In 

addition to the consent agenda (including items like the billboard lease, Selover 

annexation and the Aspen Village annexation) we have the public hearings for the 

proposed RV Park and RV Storage. 

 

TID BITS: 

• Busy week with lots of meetings shared by the leadership team this week. 

• Staff attended the Spring Intergovernmental Agency coordination meeting 

hosted by the Riverfront Commission providing updates on City projects.  

• We conducted meetings with 4 different business prospects.  

• We had partnership coordination meetings with Family Health West, the cities 

involved with the 911 Communication Center, BLM, COPMOBA, the bike shops and 

Hot Tomato.  

• Staff attended the Grand Valley Food Hub monthly meeting. 

• We hosted the Peaks, Plateaus and Canyons Association at the Community 

Center Wednesday – Friday, including participating in the welcoming, tour of the 

FCC, dinner at Cavalcade and a walk on the Little Salt Wash Trail.  

• Local businesses, the Monument staff, City staff/elected officials/Board& 

Commission members and the Colorado National Monument Association staff all 

helped make this an experience the 40 representatives of many national parks will 

not forget! 

•  We spoke to the Mesa County Bicycling Alliance Monday night at the 

Community Center about our trail projects, how we plan and act on creating a 

bike/pedestrian friendly community and received many accolades from the group.  

• All three of our cross-departmental Action Item teams are now off and running. 

• Unfortunately, a home in Red Cliffs subdivision burnt down from what seemed 

to be a kitchen fire, on Thursday. All people and pets were safe and no damage to 

neighbors.   



 

 

• We reconnected with People for bikes and they will be conducting a survey on the social impacts of 

electric mountain bikes and Fruita trailheads April 5-9.  

• During the month of December 2016, the community recycled 46 tons of cans, bottles, paper and 

cardboard. During the month of January the community recycled 48 tons of the same materials (Full 

reports below). 

• For the year 2016, the community recycled 560 tons which is diverting 10% of waste from the 

landfill.  

• Paid visits to the Community Center are 539 over January and February in 2016, at 33,100 for the 

first two months of the year.  

• The slide for the child pool has been fixed ad will be installed soon. 

• The Community Center is now an official training site for the Special Olympics! 

• New, additional security cameras are being installed at the Community Center. 

• We have 8 adult basketball teams participating in a new league Tuesdays and Thursdays. 

• Unfortunately, the Little Salt Wash Trail was tagged with graffiti quite a bit last weekend on the trail, 

under the bridge and on signage. 

• Fortunately our crews are awesome and they cleaned it up prior to hosting the Peaks, Plateaus and 

Canyons Association this week. 

• XCEL Energy and Family Health West have agreed to be $2,500 sponsors for this year’s Mike the 

Headless Chicken Festival. 

• We have a large request in to a local business to be a Fireworks sponsor. 

• Planning for the Evening of Art for March 11 is coming along well. 

• Staff were busy with the hiring process for Lieutenant and wastewater operators. Thanks to those of 

you who helped with the Lieutenant process.  

• We have had 6 new residential units permitted in the first two months but have many on the docket 

for the year (Full report below).  

• The bid opening for the road overlays this year was today and we will be under budget. 

• Staff surveyed at the bottom of the Big Salt Wash for the Kokopelli section of the Riverfront trail. 

• Sewer was completed for the Aspen-Pabor alley project and irrigation work began. 

• Adobe View North subdivision is working on the waterline. 

• Aspen Village subdivision is ready to get moving soon. 

 

FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  

• Students get hands on high tech: http://www.gjsentinel.com/news/articles/students-get-hands-on-

high-tech 

• BizBuzz (Humblehoney Bakeshop): http://www.gjsentinel.com/news/articles/bizbuzz-march-2-2017 

• Man who ‘quit cash’ back home to help out: http://www.gjsentinel.com/news/articles/man-who-

quit-cash-back-home-to-help-out/ 

• County cuts loom large: http://www.gjsentinel.com/news/articles/county-cuts-loom-large/ 

• Interesting article on Fruita in Aspen Daily: 

http://www.aspendailynews.com/section/entertainment/174409 

• Monument View Montessori Charter School Open House: 

http://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/monument-view-montessori-charter-school-

open-house/663080478 

     



 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS (When an RSVP is required I will include the information. I also ask that you 

let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if multiple council members plan 

to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you.): 

• March 11 is the second annual Evening of Art Gala at the Community Center from 7 – 10 pm, 

which our Arts and Culture Board is conducting as a fundraiser for the art in the roundabouts.  

• May 13 is the annual Fruita history Fair from 8 am – 1 pm at the Cavalcade.  

• The Business Incubator class schedule is below. 

• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website at: http://www.fruita.org/calendar. 

• The 2016 Events Information is also available online at: 

http://www.fruita.org/parksrec/page/special-events 

• Here is a glimpse of upcoming City events: 

 

 

 

CC:  Department Directors 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


