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Weekly Info Update 
To:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From:  MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date:  FEBRUARY 3, 2017 

Re:  WEEKLY INFO UPDATE  

Tuesday’s City Council Meeting 
On the agenda is the appointment of the next Police Chief, an update on the status of 
2017 capital projects, a presentation from local rancher Kathryn Bedell on “Food 
Matters” and my semi-annual review, among a variety of consent agenda items. 
 
Police Chief Recruitment 
The Police Chief hiring assessments were all completed this week with heads of local 
law enforcement, representatives from the Police Commission and City Council, 
leadership staff and Police Department staff and myself. I am excited about how they 
went and have on the agenda to request City Council approval of my appointment of 
Lt. Dave Krouse to be the next Chief effective April 4, 2017, following Chief Macy’s 
retirement. It was clear through the process that Lt. Krouse is ready and has the 
education, experience, internal/external relationships and support, skills and 
knowledge to be the City of Fruita Police Chief.  
 
TID BITS: 
• The Fruita Chamber has some new programs going on and you can learn 
more about their upcoming events, etc. in their newsletter: 
http://fruitachamber.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/Newsletter-February-
Final.pdf 
• GJEP has launched a program, Spread the Love, to give $1,000 cash reward to 
one lucky winner of those who provide a business referral. More at: 
http://www.gjep.org/spreadthelove/ 
• Part-time Mechanic Al Holyoke transitioned into the full-time role this week! 
• We are looking seriously into a community solar garden program through 
XCEL Energy that has the potential to save money. 
• Staff is working on some updates to the City’s sewer master plan. 
• In our effort to prioritize time on some action items to move the City goals 
forward, we are in the process of creating three cross-departmental teams to focus 
on internal/external communication, past + present = future and education and 
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healthy community.  
• Staff is working on a community meeting for the new Trail Host Program to be on Feb. 22.  
• January began with 4 new residential dwelling units permitted, but we have many coming up (full 

report below).  
• January paid visitors at the Community Center for January totaled 17,511 (584 average per day). 
• Recreation Staff are discussing possible partnerships with Special Olympics as well as working with 

AARP regarding a program they have called Age Friendly Community. 
• We let the Health Department know we would like to partner with the Communities that Care 

program. 
• We had a great meeting with a new prospective business to Fruita today. 
• James Williams is working to line up our Thursday Night Concert Series—can’t wait for those! 
• We have hired our second Facility Coordinator at the Community Center to have full coverage 

during all hours. 
• Lots of special events on the horizon (listed below). 
• CIRSA will be here working with all departments next week.  
• Finance staff is staying busy working on year-end work. 
• We had a great follow-up call with Slate Communications who thoroughly enjoyed their visit to 

Fruita last week meeting with the FTAC and many locals. They plan to bring a plan to the FTAC this 
month. 

• Engineering continues to work through the final details of design for the Riverfront Trail, the alley 
project, sewer projects and the South Mesa Downtown Phase II design work. 

• The next edition of City Link is going to the printer and out in the mail next week. 
• We attended the VCB Annual meeting and it is great to see more opportunity arising to track the 

economic impact of outdoor recreation visitors to the area—no surprise of the impact but always 
difficult to obtain data. 

• We also had some productive meetings with partners this week including the Fruita Middle School, 
BLM, CDOT, Ute Water and the Forest Service. 

• Parks and Wildlife plan to have their selected contractor to construct their portion of the Little Salt 
Wash Trail in March.  
 

FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  
• Train, car crash in Fruita; no one hurt, dispatch says TV report: 

http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/Train-car-crash-in-Fruita-no-one-hurt-dispatch-says-
412420053.html 

• 100 years of Girl Scout cookie TV spot: http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/Girl-Scout-
cookies-turn-100--412104403.html 

• Federal Mineral Lease District Grant Funds Decrease TV spot: 
http://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/federal-mineral-lease-district-grant-funds-
decrease/649026573 

• Local tax suggested to raise D-51 funding TV spot: 
http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/412647423.html 

• Federal Mineral Lease District releases 2017 grant money TV spot: 
http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/412633343.html 
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• City of GJ to sell 2 acres at old Jarvis site: http://www.gjsentinel.com/news/articles/city-to-sell-2-
acres-at-old-jarvis-site 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS (When an RSVP is required I will include the information. I also ask that you 
let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if multiple council members plan 
to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you.): 

• Tomorrow, Saturday, Feb. 4 is the District 51 Foundation White Iced Celebration from 7-10 pm 
at the CMU Ballroom www.d51foundation.org.  

• Tomorrow, Saturday, Feb. 4 is the Learn to Ride Grand Valley Transit free program at the 
Community Center from 12:30 – 2:30 pm (flyer below). 

• Feb. 11 is the 2017 Fruita Area Chamber of Commerce Annual Awards Banquet at the 
Community Center beginning at 5:30 pm. 

• Feb. 15 we are hosting the AGNC Board Meeting from 9am – 1:30 pm at the Community Center. 
Lunch will be provided by AGNC.  

• Feb. 18 is the annual Sweetheart 5k/10k run and Health Expo at the Community Center from 
9am – 1pm. 

• The Business Incubator class schedule is below. 
• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website at: http://www.fruita.org/calendar. 
• The 2016 Events Information is also available online at: 

http://www.fruita.org/parksrec/page/special-events 
• Here is a glimpse of upcoming City events: 
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CC:  Department Directors 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


