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Weekly Info Update 
To:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From:  MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date:  FEBRUARY 17, 2017 

Re:  WEEKLY INFO UPDATE  

City Offices Closed Monday, February 20 in Observance of Presidents’ Day. 
 
Tuesday’s City Council Meeting 
The agenda is fairly light including an update on the new Trail Host Program among 
various consent agenda items.  
 
TID BITS: 
• 10th Annual Sweet Heart 5k/10k & Health Expo tomorrow! 
• Lodging tax revenues were up 3.89% in 2016 compared to 2015, totaling 
 $110,845.  
• City sales tax revenue was up 3.09% in 2016 compared to 2015. 
• Use tax on building materials was up 93.87% in 2016 compared to 2015.  
• Use tax on motor vehicles was down 3.59% in 2016 compared to 2015. 
 County sales tax revenue was down 2.79% in 2016 compared to 2015. 
• Staff has cleared quite a bit and surveyed the section of the Kokopelli section 
 of the Riverfront Trail referred to as lot 3 we are going through the BLM 
 process with. 
• Began dirt work/grading at Snooks Bottom. 
• The Laura-Pabor project has all sewer in west of Cedar—now working sewer 
 from Cedar to the east towards Pine, which will be followed by irrigation. 
 Limited traffic control is during working hours. 
• HR completed our annual worker’s comp audit. 
• We are accepting applications for waste water operators. 
• We are also conducting an internal recruitment process for Lieutenant and 
 external process for Police Officers. The posting closed Thursday and we had 
 4 great applicants. 
• Lt. Krouse is speaking at the Police Academy for the Ethics Panel. 
• Staff met with Conservation Corps and they will be working more clean-up at 
 Snooks Bottom March 1-9. 
• We have been reaching out to Principals, FHW, etc. to kick-off the 



 
 

Communities that Care program with the Health Department. 
• Crews have also been clearing/cleaning near the wastewater reclamation facility in preparation for 

trail construction. 
• The Mayor and I were able to attend the surprise Milken Educator award to Rim Rock Elementary 

Teacher Felicia Casto ($25,000) attended by the School Board, administrations, students and 
teachers at Rim Rock, the media and the state’s Commissioner of Education. 

• I attended the Conservation Colorado event Wednesday evening “Inside Scoop; Protecting our 
Environment for a Vibrant Community” that was well attended with the topics of public lands, 
economic development, outdoor recreation and tourism were focused on (Fruita receiving many 
kudos ). 

• I met with Family Health West and we decided to have details for a possible billboard lease 
agreement ready for the workshop. 

• We hosted the AGNC Board meeting Wednesday at the Community Center that was well attended.  
• Staff are working on which projects and grant cycles to seek this year. 
• We will be hosting and speaking at the Mesa County Bicycling Alliance meeting on Feb. 27 at 6 pm at 

the Community Center. 
• The Mayor, Lt. Krouse and I met with the county and municipalities continue discussions on 

addressing the rising costs at the Communication Center. 
• Enjoy the weekend! 

 
FRUITA IN THE NEWS (and regional news of impact to Fruita):  
• Skip to summer: Camp registration open for spring break, coming soon for summertime: 

http://www.gjsentinel.com/lifestyle/articles/skip-to-summer-camp-registration-open-for-spring-b 
• Biz Buzz: Feb. 16, 2017 (Roan Creek Ranch Grocery): http://www.gjsentinel.com/news/articles/biz-

buzz-feb-16-2017 
• Run for a Healthy Heart in Fruita this Weekend: http://kekbfm.com/run-for-a-healthy-heart-in-

fruita-this-weekend/ 
• Fruita teacher wins prestigious Milken Educator Award TV spot: 

http://www.nbc11news.com/content/news/413656683.htmlANDhttp://www.westernslopenow.co
m/news/local-news/local-teacher-receives-national-award/655675521 

• D51 Foundation Gets $20k TV spot: 
http://www.nbc11news.com/video?vid=414029433ANDhttp://www.nbc11news.com/content/news
/Giving-Club-donate-20K-to-District-51-foundation--
414027253.htmlANDhttp://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/d51-foundation-receives-
21100-from-the-giving-club/659027335 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS (When an RSVP is required I will include the information. I also ask that you 
let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if multiple council members plan 
to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you.): 
 

• Tomorrow, Saturday Feb. 18 is the annual Sweet Heart 5k/10k run and Health Expo at the 
Community Center from 9 am – 1 pm. 
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• Wednesday, Feb. 22 we are hosting an informational meeting about a new volunteer Trail Host 
program at 6:30 pm at the Fruita Police Department. RSVPs appreciated at 858-3008 between 8 
am and 5 pm.  

• Feb. 27 is the Mesa County Bicycling Alliance at 6 pm at the Community Center. Ture, Dahna and 
I will be speaking.  

• The Business Incubator class schedule is below. 
• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website at: http://www.fruita.org/calendar. 
• The 2016 Events Information is also available online at: 

http://www.fruita.org/parksrec/page/special-events 
• Here is a glimpse of upcoming City events: 

 
 

 

CC:  Department Directors 
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