
 

Honor the Past – Envision the Future  FRUITA    

 
 

325 E Aspen 

Suite 155 

Fruita CO  81521 

 

Phone: 

970-858-3663 

 

Fax: 

970-858-0210  

 

E Mail 

fruita@fruita.org 

 

Web Site 

fruita.org 

 

City Manager’s Office 

970-858-3663 

 

City Clerk/Finance 

970-858-3663 

 

Community  

Development 

970-858-0786 

 

Engineering 

970-858-8377 

 

Human Resources 

970-858-8373 

 

Public Works 

970-858-9558 

 

Recreation Dept. 

970-858-0360 

    Weekly Info Update 

To:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From:  MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date:  January 8, 2016 

Re:  WEEKLY INFO UPDATE  

Happy New Year!  
 
The Regular Municipal Election for the City of Fruita will be held on April 5, 2016.  
There are four Council seats and the Mayor's seat up for election in April. 
Individuals interested in running for office must be registered voters residing in 
the Fruita city limits and must file a Nomination Petition with the Fruita City Clerk.  
Petitions and information packets may be picked up at the City Clerk's office on or 
after January 5, 2016 and must be filed with the Fruita City Clerk by January 25, 
2016.  For additional information or to receive a nomination packet, please 
contact Debra Woods, Deputy City Clerk, at 325 E. Aspen, Fruita, CO (970) 858-
3663, e-mail dwoods@fruita.org. 

 
TID BITS: 

• The final version of the 2016 Budget document is live on the website at: 

http://www.fruita.org/sites/default/files/fileattachments/administration/page/251

/2016_final_budget.pdf. Printed copies should be available in the next week or two.  

• Staff met this week to analyze our Development review process to begin 

finding ways to simplify and make it easier for businesses to understand the process 

and move through it quickly.  

• I filmed two “why Fruita” videos this week, and will get them on the web as 

soon as there is a chance to edit and post.  

• 168,073 paid customers visited the Community Center in 2015 (482 per day 

average) and 12,348 visited in December. For the year, we were down in visits by 

2,423 compared to 2014, but up in revenue.  Full report below. 

• 2015 only had 35 housing starts for the year. Full report below. 

• Grand Valley Transit is hosting two public open houses to gather feedback 

on GVT operations, routes and schedules. The flyer with the details is below. You 

can also take a survey at http://lsccs.com/surveys/gvt2015/gvtcommunity.php 

• Staff is finalizing the terms of the new lease with Dinosaur journey 

incorporating how portions of the savings in rent is to be set aside for building 

improvements identified in a joint analysis by city/museum maintenance staff.  

• Mesa County is putting together a GIS map that identifies “No Shooting 

Zones” in the county. They coordinated with our Police and Engineering staff and 

you can see the map at http://emap.mesacounty.us/viewer/?maptype=law. Once in 
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the map, you can click a zone and access a link to the legal documents that describe them.  

• The recent federal budget approved used forfeiture funds to help budget so the future of those 

funds is currently uncertain.  

•  We have two employees participating in the Mesa County Leadership Academy that begins this 

week and lasts six months: Henry Hemphill and Todd Patton. 

• Staff held a kick-off meeting with FCI regarding City Shops Phase 2. The project is estimated to 

take about 6 months and begin Feb. 1. 

• We received a complaint regarding a street light being out in south Fruita so staff checked it out 

and found another 17 and reported them to Excel Energy to have fixed.  

• The FCC 5-year celebration event will be held at the FCC on Feb. 1st at 4 pm. Refreshments will 

be served and some recognitions of our highest frequency patrons.  

• 75 Fremont cottonwood trees were planted Tuesday along Little Salt Wash and Snooks Bottom. 

Through a Tamarisk Coalition grant, we are set to receive up to 140 total and an additional 98 

saplings to be planted in our tree farm this year.  

• The Nuggets Skills Challenge is this Saturday at the FCC. 

• Night at the FCC is next Friday, Jan. 15. 

• We received the official notice to proceed with construction of the Little Salt Wash Trail this 

week from CDOT. Construction is set to begin Feb. 1. 

• Although it is a ways away, if you are planning to attend the CML conference in June (June 21-

24) lodging room blocks are available for reservation already and they fill up fast, so please 

contact Deb if you are planning on attending. 

FRUITA IN THE NEWS:  
• The future of the family farm: http://www.gjsentinel.com/news/articles/the-future-of-the-

family-farm 

• Fruita votes to follow high court’s sign rule: http://www.gjsentinel.com/news/articles/fruita-
votes-to-follow-high-courts-sign-rule 

• Hospital partners with Family Medicine Physicians TV spot: 
http://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/hospital-partners-with-family-medicine-
physicians 

• Sports Commission earns industry award: http://www.gjsentinel.com/sports/articles/sports-
commission-earns-industry-award 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS (When an RSVP is required I will include the information. I also ask that you 
let Deb know if you plan to attend so we can make sure to post if multiple council members plan 
to attend. Deb would also be happy to RSVP for you.): 

• Jan. 13 you have been invited by CMU President Tim Foster to attend the grand re-opening of 
Tomlinson Library. The ribbon cutting ceremony will begin at 4 pm, immediately followed by an 
open house and tours. Light fare and refreshments will be served. RSVP to Liz Meyer at 
lmeyer@coloradomesa.edu.  

• Jan. 14 is “A Lasting Legacy” workshop for Farm and Ranch families at the Mesa County 
Fairground’s Community Building. Full details on cost, registration and agenda are below. 
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• Jan. 19 at 7:30 am in the Business Incubator space in the upper level of the Civic Center, I will be 
speaking to the Fruita Business Toolbox group. 

• Jan.  21st is the Love Where You Live Book Chat at 7pm at Lithic Bookstore and Gallery. 

• Jan. 21st is also the Chamber’s Business After Hours event at Chow Down Pet Supplies on Aspen 
Ave. from 5:30 – 7:30 pm.   

• Feb. 4th will be the Municipalities Dinner hosted by the Town of Palisade at 6 pm in the Palisade 
Civic Center Gymnasium located at 341 West 7th Street, Palisade, 81526. The Town sent an 
electronic invite via email to each of us to respond to in order to RSVP. If you have trouble, please 
let Deb know.  

• Feb. 6 is the D51Foundation annual White Iced Party. Save the date postcard is below. 

• Feb. 20th will be the Chamber’s annual banquet and awards event—this year in Fruita at our 
Community Center.  

• Feb. 26th is the 50th Anniversary Celebration for Strive at the Double Tree hotel from 6:30 – 10 
pm (flier below). 

• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website at: http://www.fruita.org/calendar. 

• The 2015 Events Information is also available online at: 
http://www.fruita.org/parksrec/page/special-events 

 

CC:  Department Directors 
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