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    Weekly Info Update 
To:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From:  MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date:  NOVEMBER 6, 2015 

Re:  WEEKLY INFO UPDATE  

City Offices will be closed on November 11th for Veterans Day. 
 
We won! The Best Colorado Adventure Town in the large town category 
“Elevation Outdoors readers have spoken and picked the top adventure towns in 
the state” as stated in the November issue of Elevation Outdoors. 
http://www.elevationoutdoors.com/colorados-2015-top-adventure-towns/ 
 will take you to the article that highlights Fruita as the winner for the large city 
category (9,000+ population). If you remember we began in the same category with 
cities like Grand Junction and Fort Collins. We beat out Canon City, Steamboat 
Springs, Colorado Springs and Glenwood Springs in the four rounds. The magazine 
states, “It’s tempting to write off Fruita as nothing more than a mountain bike 
destination, and though fat tires will always be the heart of the place as an 
adventure town, the real story is that of an agricultural and energy-extraction-
based city rethinking itself as a true community of the New West.” The article 
continues to highlight other adventure activities in Fruita (cover photo below)… 
 
Big thank you to one of Fruita’s awesome co-creators: Chip Reiber 
Chip Reiber took it upon himself again to perform needed and appreciated 
maintenance to the Fruita bike park jumps. Check out this video showing his recent 
efforts: https://vimeo.com/143680716 
 
EXTENDED TO NOV. 13--Community Engagement---Residents as the 
Designers of our Gateway 
We continue to have press cover our unique community engagement project and 
continue to receive packets. To give more time to receive more feedback, we 
extended the deadline to Nov. 13th since it would not impact UTA’s timeline for 
analyzing the data. Packets are found at the following link: 
http://www.fruita.org/community/project/fruita-gateway-enhancement-project 
and also at the Civic Center, Community Center, Chamber of Commerce, The Hot 
Tomato, No Coast Sushi, Aspen Street Coffee, Pablo’s Pizza, Copper Club Brewing 
Co., Munchies, Suds Brothers, Camilla’s and Rib City. Packets are due by Friday, 
November 13th.  Please spread the word and encourage people to participate—it’s 
easy and fun. 
 
Two New Community Engagement Opportunities 
In this month’s City Link we will feature a small story encouraging residents to read 
the book “Love Where You Live” and join us for a “book chat” at Lithic Gallery and 
Bookstore on January 21st at 7 pm. We also have scheduled on November 18th at 6 
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pm at The Hot tomato a night where we will explain the Gateway Enhancement design process and 
encourage people to fill out the remaining packets.  
 
Fruita’s Inaugural 0.038 Marathon & Rim Rock Marathon—Nov. 7th 
 The Rim Rock Marathon finish line will end at Circle Park – runners are expected in Fruita starting 
around 11:00 am.  The 0.038 will be from 9:00 – 10:30 am and will have 5 races— the last is a family run 
starting at 10:20 am.  Runners start at Circle Park, run a half mile and turn around and finish at Circle 
Park.  At Circle Park, there will also be vendors, a beer garden (Rotary) and live music (The Navigators 
from Cavalcade) from 12:00 – 2:00 pm. We’re excited to create a fun event for the community that also 
supports cheering on the runners finishing the grueling Rim Rock Marathon. I think I will go for the .038 
Marathon. The Fruita 0.038 Marathon entry is $10.00 per person (may participate in two categories). 
 
TID BITS: 

• The Boards and Commissions Appreciation Night Monday turned out to be a very nice night for 
those volunteers who were able to attend and receive their gift and enjoy some pie and 
socializing.  

• Mesa County Commissioners are holding three Town Hall meetings on their proposed budget 
(one beginning at the Fruita Community Center Nov. 9th from 5:30 – 6:30 pm). See the release 
below if interested in more details. 

• The appeal hearing is for the low bidder on the Little Salt Wash Trail construction process is 
Monday. Depending on the outcome we may need to re-bid, which we will do working closely 
with CDOT on a realistic DBE goal and have a low bidder before we request the official grant 
extension from the GOCO Board on December 10th. 

• Cindy Epple will be retiring mid-December so please make sure to thank her for her service. 
After review of this part-time position, we did decide to fill it and received 80+ applications we 
are currently reviewing.  

• In recognition of the many veterans who serve our country, the FCC is offering a free pass to 
veterans Wednesday for Veterans Day.  

• Staff is looking into hosting a golf tournament in partnership with the Rotary Club and Adobe 
Creek for the purpose of raising funds to cover youth scholarship summer passes at the FCC. 

• The pavilion roof of the stage was removed this week due to poor condition and staff will design 
improvements and construct prior to Fat Tire Festival in the spring.  

• Staff is reviewing the pre-bills sent to us by GVDD. 
• Public Works Director Ken Haley spoke this week to the local and statewide contractor’s 

associations about our capital projects for 2016 and received much interest. 
• October yielded another 3 residential units permits, totaling 29 for the year (Full report 

attached). 

FRUITA IN THE NEWS:  
• Fruita Monument High Football earns bid to Class 5A playoffs: 

http://www.gjsentinel.com/sports/articles/fruita-earns-bid-to-class-5a-playoffs 
• Rim Rock Marathon finishing in Fruita this year:  http://www.gjsentinel.com/sports/articles/rim-

rock-marathon-will-finish-in-downtown-fruita-t  

http://www.gjsentinel.com/sports/articles/fruita-earns-bid-to-class-5a-playoffs
http://www.gjsentinel.com/sports/articles/rim-rock-marathon-will-finish-in-downtown-fruita-t
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• TV spot on Rim Rock Marathon and Fruita 0.038: 
http://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local-news/rim-rock-marathon-2015  

• Mesa County seeks public input on 2016 Budget deficit:  
http://www.kjct8.com/home/headlines/340603402.html  

• Hot Tomato hosting benefit event:  http://thebusinesstimes.com/fruita-pizzeria-to-host-benefit-
event/  and video of Jen and Anne on westernslopenow.com: 
http://www.westernslopenow.com/video?videoId=263501381  

• In September, the community diverted 48.9 tons of trash through recycling efforts, which is 
enough to conserve 3,356 gallons of oil, or 651 mature trees, or 225,918 gallons of water (See 
full report below). 
 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS: 

• Tomorrow, November 7th is the Rim Rock Marathon ending at Circle Park with vendors, a beer 
garden and live music from 12-2 pm—runners expected around 11 am.  

• Also Tomorrow, November 7th in conjunction with the Rim Rock Marathon, is the City’s first 
.038 Marathon with 5 different one-mile races beginning at 9:30 am, the last starting at 10:20 
am that is a family run.  

• November 28th is Small business Saturday and businesses in Fruita will be hosting a scavenger 
hunt that day—clues will be found at CBB, Chow Down, Enstroms, Thrift Shop, Gene Taylor’s, 
Rib City, Suds, Cowboy Mercantile, True Value and Vintage Common.  

• December 5th at 6 pm will be the City Christmas party.  
• December 12th will be Fruita’s Hometown Christmas. The light parade theme is Musical 

Madness and requires each entry to have some sort of musical aspect (I.e. live music, lip 
synching, etc.). The entry deadline for the light parade is Nov. 27th.  

• The Fruita Community Calendar is available on the website at: http://www.fruita.org/calendar. 
• The 2015 Events Information is also available online at: 

http://www.fruita.org/parksrec/page/special-events 
 
CC:  Department Directors 
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