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    Weekly Info Update 
To:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL  

From:  MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER 

Date:  AUGUST 7, 2015 

Re:  WEEKLY INFO UPDATE  

Why Fruita? 
Check out our new video that Cullen Purser collaborated with us on and created for 
us just in time to share with the outdoor industry while at OR this week. You can 
find it at www.fruita.tv. 

 
OR 
Mayor Buck and I joined Steve Jozefcyk (GJEP) at the annual Summer Outdoor 
Retailer show in Salt Lake City this week. We spent two full days promoting Fruita 
to outdoor gear manufacturers and retailers. We were fortunate to have free 
registration and access to thousands of companies. The purpose of the show is for 
retailers of this gear to meet with manufacturers and dealers and place orders of 
new product in 2016 for their companies. We made a positive impression on many 
we spoke to who were pleasantly surprised to meet a Mayor and Manager there 
with a purpose to recruit business to our community. We had many great 
conversations, gathered a lot of contact information and spread our message of 
being a wonderland of outdoor activity, ripe for business location and growth for 
companies who value the outdoor lifestyle. We included the link to www.fruita.tv 
with a video highlighting Fruita and our opportunity for economic development 
related to the outdoor industry. It was unfortunate to hear from the vast majority 
that they manufacture their products overseas claiming costs and quality happen to 
be better. Although we do not have a list of companies planning an immediate 
relocation, we planted the seeds and will be actively following up on leads and 
contacts. We also learned quite a bit about the industry and left with plenty of 
ideas to pursue.  

 
Joint Economic Development Action Plan & Meeting 
In relation to the Competitive Location Assessment Report provided by Chabin 
Associates (worked with North Star), the “ED Partners” which is the staff of the 
cities, county, GJ Chamber, Business Incubator Center, Workforce Center and GJEP 
have worked with Audrey Taylor developing an action plan to address and 
implement the recommendations of the report. A joint meeting, inviting the 
executive boards and councils will be held August 20th from 4‐6 pm at the 
Workforce Center and each of you are invited and encouraged to attend.  More info 
to come prior to this.  
 
Drainage 
In addition to previous updates on the efforts toward a valley‐wide drainage 
solution, new events continue to occur each week. Quick summary:  on May 28, the 



 
 

cities, county and Drainage District met to receive the recommendations of the white paper, in which 
staff recommended one entity through legislation to expand the drainage district boundaries, address 
the make‐up and size of the district’s board and then implement a fee for service to fund the efforts. 
Committees were established around governance, finance and operations. The District decided to move 
forward with a fee a year sooner beginning in 2016 to cover the current boundary. This week Scott 
McInnis and Duncan McArthur released yesterday a letter to the District Board (attached) and a press 
release today (attached) calling for restructuring of the Drainage District’s Board make‐up. I plan to have 
a staff update on this topic at our August workshop.  

 
 TID BITS: 

 The chip seal project was completed this week with over 4,700 square yards of chip seal 
completed.  These preventative maintenance measures have proven to reduce our need for 
crack sealing, patching and other maintenance costs.  Good job GMCO and Public Works crews 
for getting this done.  All City streets will be restriped in the next 2 weeks. 

 An open house event for the new City Shops building has been scheduled for September 15th 

from 3:00‐6:00 pm. This will also coincide with Colorado Cities and Counties Week, so the event 

is planned to include opportunities for residents to come get to know more about the City. Stay 

tuned for details. 

 The decommissioned lagoons "turned over" this past week and do not smell very good, which 

has had a considerable impact on those at the State Park and the school buses parking on the 

site. Staff expects the smell to subside within the week, but if it doesn’t, will look into measures 

to address the issue. 

 Sewer and Drainage completed at West extension on the Ottley phase II project. United 

Companies moved back in on 8/4 to prepare sub grade and place road base.  Mays Concrete is 

moving in next week to pour concrete curb and gutter and sidewalk. Project is on schedule for 

end of month (August) completion. 

 Underground utilities completed on Peach Street intersection. Mays started wall construction of 

seat wall foundations this week at Peach. Sorter has been demoing planters, asphalt, and 

concrete at Mulberry this week and should start underground utilities next week for drainage at 

Mulberry. 

 Sewer service locates were completed by Countryside Services this week and Public Works 

completed potholing of critical utility crossings for the Mulberry sewer project in the CIP for this 

year. Final design should be complete in the next two weeks followed by advertisements for 

bids.  

 A Black Elm tree in SE section of Circle Park has deteriorated and will be removed next week. 

Three new trees have been planted over the past year in that section in anticipation of this tree 

being removed. The Elm in the center of Reed Park will also be removed for the same reason.   

 The last Thursday Night Concert on August 13th will be Finders and Youngberg.  It has been yet 

another great concert season in Fruita. 

 Fall program registrations are in Full Swing – Youth Soccer, Youth Flag Football, and Adult 

Volleyball registration are being accepted.  



 
 

 Also a new athletic program for adults called ‘Fall Brawl’ is rolling out this fall ‐ each week, teams 

will play a different sport – participants will play disc golf, volleyball, soccer, dodge ball, 

basketball and kickball.  

 City Staff got some great training on Sun Safety. A representative from Sun Safe Colorado 

presented to staff on how to reduce their risk of skin cancer, etc.   

 There was a report that July was the coldest on record – FCC attendance definitely reflects that 

record.  In July, there were 18,258 paid visits to the FCC, down 2,589 from July 2014.  While the 

visits were down, 18,000 paid visits is still healthy. 

 Total planning clearances issues Jan – July were 180 compared to 200 in the same period of 

2014; Residential units permitted were 4 in July and 20 for the year compared to 27 for the 

same period in 2014. 

FRUITA IN THE NEWS:  
 Meet Your Neighbor Ken Henry: http://www.gjfreepress.com/news/17452543‐113/meet‐your‐

neighbor‐ken‐henry 

 Police raise thousands for Special Olympics TV spot: 
http://www.nbc11news.com/home/headlines/Police‐raise‐funds‐for‐Colorados‐Special‐
Olympic‐athletes‐320397032.html 

 Fruita Construction (Sentinel): http://www.gjsentinel.com/news/articles/downtown‐streets‐in‐
fruita‐in‐midst‐of‐improvement 

 Experience Rim Rock Rodeo: http://www.gjfreepress.com/news/17188983‐113/experience‐rim‐
rock‐rodeo‐in‐fruita‐colorado 

 Fruita Construction (Free Press): http://www.gjfreepress.com/news/17452250‐113/fruita‐
construction‐and‐renovations‐in‐full‐swing 

 Fruita crash on 340 overpass: http://www.westernslopenow.com/news/local‐news/fruita‐crash‐
sends‐one‐to‐hospital‐closes‐highway‐340 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS: 

 August 14, Grand Valley Power’s annual meeting will be in the University Ballroom at CMU. 
Registration and dinner from 5:30 – 6:30 pm with a business meeting to follow. RSVP to 242‐
0040 on or before Aug. 10th. 

 August 15 is the Math & Science Center annual fundraiser at 7 pm at the CMU University 
Ballroom. 

 The joint city councils, county commissioner, GJEP, Chamber, Business Incubator public meeting 
on the plan of action to begin addressing and implementing the Competitive Location 
Assessment Report will be August 20th from 4‐6 pm in Room D of the County Workforce Center. 

 Dinosaur Journey’s annual fundraiser, the Feast of Skulls will be August 22 from 6:30 – 10 pm 
following Dinosaur Day (We have been given some tickets by the Museum so let Deb know if 
you would like to attend). 

 The August 2015 City of Fruita Meeting Calendar is available on the website at: 
http://www.fruita.org/documents/admin/mtgcal.pdf. 

 The 2015 Events Calendar is also available online at: 
http://www.fruita.org/documents/rec/EVENT_CALENDAR.pdf 

 

CC:  Department Directors 



 

 

DUNCAN McARTHUR 
GRAND JUNCTION CITY COUNCILMAN 

SCOTT McINNIS 
MESA COUNTY COMMISSIONER 

NEWS RELEASE 
 
Aug. 6, 2015         
   
 

 
Contact: Veronica Daehn Harvey  

  244-1854 (Office), 628-6866 (Cell) 

Councilman, Commissioner call for change to Drainage District board 
Fair representation needed from across Grand Valley 

 
To better represent Mesa County citizens, Mesa County Commissioner Scott McInnis and 
Grand Junction City Councilman Duncan McArthur are requesting a change to the governance 
of the Grand Valley Drainage District. 
 
The district includes the communities of Grand Junction, Fruita and Palisade and the 
unincorporated areas of Mesa County. Since the district’s inception in 1915, many changes 
have occurred. When necessary, legislative modifications have been made. 
 
County and city leaders, among others, have been meeting for months to evaluate the Drainage 
District and its services with the goal of better meeting drainage and stormwater needs, as well 
as water quality regulations. 
 
Now, McInnis and McArthur are asking their boards and others to consider the necessary state 
legislation to restructure the Drainage District’s board of directors. The two would like to see the 
board move from a three-member, elected board to a five-member appointed board. Moving 
away from elected board members is important, they say, to properly represent citizens. 
Elections for the board are often cancelled; when that happens, board members are essentially 
self-appointed.  
 
Under the plan, certain municipalities/areas of major economic impact that deserve to have their 
own representative to the district’s board would have one.   
 
These are the communities of: 

 Fruita 

 Palisade 

 Grand Junction  

 Mesa County – unincorporated areas and agricultural land 
 

And the industry of: 

 Agriculture 
 
“We believe a fresh and much more representative governance model for our communities is a 
change that leaders of today must recognize as being clearly warranted,” they wrote in a letter 
to the Drainage District board. The letter also was sent to other elected officials and local 
city/town managers.  
 
“It would seem prudent that we come together as a team for this change and look forward to 
your participation and cooperation in establishing a stronger governing structure that benefits all 
in providing the Grand Valley with the tools to meet the challenges ahead.” 











 

 

RESOLUTION NO. __-15 
 

 
RESOLUTION ENDORSING A PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO TITLE 37 C.R.S 
CONCERNING STRENGTHENING COMMUNITY REPRESENTATION ON THE BOARD OF 
THE GRAND VALLEY DRAINAGE DISTRICT     
  
RECITALS: The Grand Valley Drainage District (the “District”) contains within its boundaries the 
communities of Fruita, Grand Junction and Palisade, and unincorporated Mesa County.  Since 
the inception of the District in 1915, many changes have occurred in the communities and in the 
legal and practical issues related to the management of drainage and the work of the District.   
 
Over those years the District has often cancelled elections for the District’s three member board 
of directors (the “Board”), and otherwise not had the benefit of wide-ranging community 
involvement on the Board and in District concerns.  Because of the complexity of the issues 
involved with the management of the District, the City Council has determined that it endorses 
and supports a proposal to amend and strengthen the statutory method by which the District is 
governed. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF FRUTIA, 
COLORADO that an amendment of Title 37, Article 31, Section 104, C.R.S., concerning 
governance of the District, in a form substantially similar to the following proposed amendment, 
is in the best interest of the City and its residents that are within the District and served by it: 
 
 

37-31-104 – Governance of District 

     The district shall be managed and controlled by a Board of five members known as the Board 

of Directors.  The Board of Directors shall be appointed for a term of four (4) years and serve at 

the pleasure of the appointing authority. One director shall be appointed each by the respective 

councils or town boards of 1) City of Grand Junction, 2)City of Fruita, 3)Town of Palisade, and 

one director shall be appointed by the Mesa County Board of Commissioners. The 5
th
 and 

remaining director shall be appointed by majority vote of the other four directors. This director 

appointed by the other four directors shall be a resident of unincorporated Mesa County. The 

criteria for 5th director’s selection shall include a familiarity with and involvement in some form 

of agriculture in the Grand Valley, and such director will be recognized as the “Agriculture 

Appointment” to the Board of Directors. 

and  
 
FURTHERMORE, that the proposed amendment concerning the selection and involvement of 
persons on the District Board is in the best interest of the greater community and accordingly 
the City Council recommends that the proposed amendment be brought to the Colorado 
General Assembly for consideration and passage in the 2015 – 2016 session. 
 
 
Adopted this __  day of ______ 2015. 
 
_________________________________ 
Town/City Mayor  


























