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Request for Proposals 
Kokopelli Section Riverfront Trail 

Geotechnical Investigation 
 

Introduction 
 

The City of Fruita (COF) is seeking proposals from qualified Consultants to 
perform a geotechnical investigation for the Kokopelli Trail section of the 
Riverfront Trail System.  This section of trail will extend approximately 5.75 miles 
from the Lower Little Salt Wash Riverfront Trail Connection (LLSW Trail) north of 
I-70 west to the Kokopelli Trail System located west of the Loma Exit on I-70.   
 

Scope of Services 
 

The selected consultant will provide a Geotechnical Investigation for the 
proposed trail alignment as shown on Exhibit A.  This Geotechnical Investigation 
shall include the following: 

 
1. Subsurface soils investigation  
2. Geologic hazards evaluation 
3. Two (2) Pavement section designs; standard regional trail and heavy truck 

crossings  
4. Bridge Abutment foundation recommendations 
5. Retaining wall parameters 
6. Soil proctors / classification 
7. Soil mechanics 
8. Swell / consolidation evaluation 

 
The COF expects a minimum of 3 shallow test holes per mile of trail with deep 
foundation investigations at each abutment of the bridge crossings. 
 

Project Description 
 

The Kokopelli Trail section is expected to be a 10 foot wide concrete trail with 
gravel shoulders extending from the LLSW Trail to the Kokopelli Trail System.  
The proposed trail alignment follows existing easements from the LLSW trail to 
the COF Waste Water Reclamation Facility (WWRF) property.  A preliminary 
alignment has been cleared through the WWRF property.  The trail alignment 
passes into CDOT Right of Way after leaving the WWRF property.  The 
successful consultant is required to obtain a CDOT Special Use Permit for 
access to the I-70 Right of Way.  The trail remains in CDOT Right of Way from 
Reed Wash west until it reaches BLM land.  There are two alternative trail 
locations along I-70, on the north and south sides of the Right of Way.  Retaining 
walls may be required for the south alternative as it passes beneath the I-70 
bridges and extends west between the interstate and Colorado River.  The north 
alternative may require a retaining wall as it passes between the Loma off ramp 
and cut slope.  There are two bridge crossings within this project, one at the Big 
Salt Wash and one at Reed Wash.  The trail will cross a Grand Valley Drainage 
District ditch requiring a large diameter culvert.   
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Submittal Requirements 
 

Qualified consultants interested in performing the work described in this RFP 
should include the following information in a proposal to the City: 
 
 Describe the firms geotechnical experience and familiarity with similar public 

projects 
 Provide a description of the approach for completing the Investigation 
 Provide a summary of testing capabilities 
 Provide any other relevant information regarding your knowledge, expertise or 

other unique qualifications related to the project description listed above. 
 Provide a summary of personnel and laboratory certifications that may be 

applicable  
 Provide a schedule for completion of the project. 
 Provide a Cost for completion of the project. 
 Provide a list of 5 references. 
 

Selection Process 
 
Selection Criteria  
 
A selection committee will evaluate the submitted proposals based on the 
following criteria.  These Criteria will be weighted as shown and will be rated by a 
selection committee.  The rating scale will be from 1 to 5, with 1 being a poor 
rating, 3 being an average rating and 5 being an outstanding rating.  The 
consultant with the highest average rating from the selection committee will be 
awarded the project. 
 

Criteria Weight Standard 

Completeness and 
Accuracy of Proposal 5% Does the proposal address the Submittal 

Requirements? 
Past Experience on 
Previous Local Projects 5% Is the company familiar with Fruita soils? 

Company Background and 
Technical Expertise 20% 

Does the company have the support capabilities 
and personnel with the expertise to complete the 
project? 

Previous Experience on 
Projects Similar in Scope 20% Has the company completed previous projects 

similar in scope? 

Project Approach 25% 
Does the proposal show an understanding of the 
project objective, methodology to be used and 
results that are desired from the project? 

Proposal Cost and 
Schedule 25% Can the schedule be met? What is the cost? 

 
The City of Fruita reserves the right to accept or reject any or all proposals 
received as a result of this request, to further negotiate with the successful 
consultant and to waive informalities and minor irregularities in proposals 
received, and to accept any portion of the proposal if deemed in the best interest 
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of the COF.   
 
 

Schedule 
 

The City would like to encumber the funds for this Geotechnical Investigation 
during the 2015 calendar year.  To accomplish this we are requiring proposals be 
submitted no later than Friday, December 24 at 12:00 pm (Noon).  The review 
committee will evaluate the proposals according to the selection criteria above 
and determine the successful consultant.  A contract will be prepared and 
provided to the successful consultant by Tuesday December 29, 2015.  A draft 
contract is provided in Exhibit B of this RFP.   The COF would like to have the 
final report March.   
 
Proposals may be mailed or hand delivered to the following address: 

  
 City of Fruita 
 Engineering Department 
 Attention:  Sam Atkins 
 325 East Aspen Street 
 Fruita, Colorado 81521 
  

 
Questions Resulting from this Request for Proposals 

 
Questions regarding this request for proposals, including the scope of services 
may be directed to: 

 
Sam Atkins 

  City Engineer 
325 East Aspen Street 
Fruita Colorado 81521 
970-858-8377 
satkins@fruita.org 

 
Or: 
 

John Vasey 
Project Engineer 
325 East Aspen Street 
Fruita Colorado 81521 
970-858-8377 Office – 970-433-8523 Cell 
jvasey@fruita.org 
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EXHIBIT A 
 

PRELIMINARY TRAIL 
ALIGNMENT 

4  





 
 
 
 
 
 

EXHIBIT B 
 

DRAFT CONTRACT 
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