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Weekly Info Update

To: MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL
From: MIKE BENNETT, CITY MANAGER
Date: MAY 29, 2015

Re: WEEKLY INFO UPDATE

Tuesday’s City Council Meeting

At Tuesday night’s meeting, we will present the financial statements for the fiscal
year ending Dec. 31, 2014 and the Auditor’s Report. Also, City Council will have the
opportunity to appoint a representative on GJEP’s Board (currently GJEP’s bylaws
call for Fruita to have a non-voting member, but new Director Kristi Pollard has
requested the board change the bylaws to Fruita having a voting member).

Stormwater & Drainage Summit Update

The meeting was held yesterday and the technical working group’s (Ken and staff of
other involved entities) “white paper” recommendations were presented. In
summary, the recommendation is to have one entity that handles stormwater,
drainage, irrigation return and seep flows for the whole valley, essentially
dissolving the 5-2-1 Drainage Authority and expanding the Drainage District into the
Greater Grand Valley Drainage District to cover everything under its current
statutory authority. The request of the cities and the county is that we each
consider the recommendations and make a decision to support this concept by
June 25" prior to additional work and effort being expended on the details (e.g., fee
for service to fund District’s operations and capital, board make up, etc.). | plan to
have a presentation made to the City Council at your June 16 meeting. In addition
all the materials provided are attached below.

Math & Science Center — Fruita Business Incubator — City Partnership

The Math & Science Center was hard at work here today preparing the new Youth
Maker Space in the Business Incubator and their Science Camp space in the old
Chamber Room. They are holding a press conference Tuesday at 10:30 am at the
Civic Center to kick off the camps and Maker Space. The Maker Space will have
hours of operations that youth can visit the BIC and use 3-D printers and a scanner.
The camp has filled up well and still has some space for 1* and 2" graders.
Attached is the press release.

Food Truck Friday

Food Truck Friday was a blast and people were everywhere. It seemed our local
restaurants were busy as well and the food trucks had constant lines. Downtown
was packed with people and it was a lot of fun. They will be back each fourth Friday
through October.

TID BITS:
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We will test out allowing dogs on leashes in a designated area at the first three Thursday night
concerts. Dogs and other domestic pets are banned from special event s in the City by ordinance
(9.03.005 Other Regulations) when prohibited by posted signs, so we will post where prohibited
and where allowed.

We are continuing to work with BLM to establish more formal partnering opportunities and
exploring how to see more trails built in our area.

The contractor began paving Ottley yesterday.

Staff had a final walk through with the contractor for the City Shops last Friday. Unfortunately,
there are still a number of items to finish and they are working on those.

Engineering is working on the pre-construct and notice to proceed to get the road overlay
project started soon.

A pre-bid meeting was held this week for the downtown streetscape enhancement project. Bid
opening is next week.

We have contracted Olssen & Associates to begin surveying the trail work for the Kokopelli
extension of the Riverfront Trail. This will also be the first time we have used a drone to do some
of this work.

Little Salt Wash Trail is still on schedule to bid beginning of September.

Officer Lentz is the proud parent of a new baby.

The Thursday night summer concert series kicks off on Thursday the 4™ at 7:30 pm with Jack +
Jill.

Staff is having discussions with Arrowhead Animal Hospital on a possible Canine 5k in
conjunction with our annual Dog Day at the Pool.

It’s budget season already for staff ©!

Construction has started on the new Subway restaurant behind the Shell gas station on Jurassic
Ave.

FRUITA IN THE NEWS:

Music in the valley, including Fruita: http://www.gjfreepress.com/news/16411010-113/music-
jack-jill-the-conifer-mike-love

Fruita’s Harmony Acres Equestrian Center: http://www.gjfreepress.com/news/16396984-
113/fruitas-harmony-acres-equestian-center-offers-lessons-beyond

Fruita cemetery gets gazebo: http://www.gjsentinel.com/news/articles/fruita-cemetery-gets-
gazebo

Mesa County Singletrack: http://www.gjfreepress.com/news/15390610-113/ride-these-trails-
mesa-county-singletrack-at-its-finest

Kokopelli Trails: http://www.gjfreepress.com/news/16341970-113/mesa-county-mountain-
bike-rides-kokopelli-trails

UPCOMING EVENTS:

Thursday, June 4, 2015 is Jack + Jill at the summer concert series at 7:30 pm in Civic Center Park.
The June 2015 City of Fruita Meeting Calendar is available on the website at:
http://www.fruita.org/documents/admin/mtgcal.pdf.

The 2015 Events Calendar is also available online at:
http://www.fruita.org/documents/rec/EVENT CALENDAR.pdf

CC: Department Directors



RAFT Formation of Greater Grand Valley
Drainage (District or Authority)

Action: Assign Tech Staff Create White Paper

and select statute.

Drainage Summit #2 (5/28/15):
Drainage Summit #1: (2/24/15): Purpose: Present White Paper

pursue 1 organization. Agree to reconvene

Drainage Summit #3 (June 25, 2015):

Purpose: Pick a Statute: ie Title 37 - GVDD
Statute or Title 29 - Drainage Autharity Statute
Action: Move forward and Create Task Force (Y/N)

Purpose: Why do we need it? What will it do? T Action: Informed Consent to further
\Jf

Alternative Comparison — Legal Review

No

Yes
Individual Activities

W

Create Task Force (July 2015 — December 2015)
Build Detailed Program: Governance, Business
Plan, Rate Study, Education — Public and Elected
Officials

Letter of Intent — January 2016
. - No

Receive letter o_f intent to Individual Activities

support formation from all

agencies (Y/N)

[
Yes |

! |

Refine Structure (Jan 16 — Dec 16)

Public Outreach (Jan 16 — Dec 16)

luly 24, 2015 — Deadline to
notify Clerk of Ballet Issue

State Legislative Session —
Jan to early May

January 2017 - Greater
Grand Valley Drainage
(District or Authority) -
Program Implementation
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« Welcome and introductlons-Scott

- Meeting objectives and agenda-Mark
Grand Valley Reglonal Dralnage Crganizatlon White
Paper Presentation-julis

. Southeast Metro Stormwater Autherity-John McCarty
and Ron Weldman

« Next steps and wrap up-Mark

Chjectiy

- [ =

Hear the report and review the findings of the White Paper
Group

+ Conftrm the need and appropriatenass of a sngle Tle 37
entlty to assume regulatory and functional responsiblilty
for Valley wide drainage and storm water

Leam from the experfences and activitles of the Southeast
Metro Storm water Aulhority




Objectives continued...

- Propose tothe elected representatives of the 524
partners and thelr appolnted 5-2-1 representatives
that the GVDD become the sole valley Wide Drainage
entity with regulatory and functional responslbility for
drainage, seep, and storm water.

+ Describe a collaborative process and timeilne by
which we undertake that task.

5/27/2015

White Paper Task

Evaluation of a Aegional Organization to provide
Stotmwater, Drainage, Irrigation Return and Seep
Flow Services for Greater Grand Valley.

« Organization will perform services of GYDD, 521,
County, & Municipalities.
Provide Recommendation on Leglslative vehicle to
Utilize.
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e Paper Technical Staft Group
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Julie Constan & Carrle Gudorf - Mesa County
Trent Prall - Grand Junction
Frank Watt — Pallsade
* Ken Haley - Frulta
Tim Ryan & Jim Shanks - Grand Valley Drainage District

S

Badger Creek — Septe




5/27/2015




5/27/2015

round the Valley
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Cltizen Staering Commilice |
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Elected Chartar Comimities
1003-2004
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Cltlzen $laering Commitica Elacted Chorler Commitles

1001-300) 1003.1004
5.2-1 Dralnage
Autherity ¢roated
1004
Scops of Sarvice Poard Educatlon B
and Rata Study Scopa of Work
1005-2007 104
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521 hires stalf

AECESEION

52+ conkracly
July 10082009
Foeus on Studlas and NEDES with City of Grand Junction
1o10-pigtent
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idid unction

Greater Grand Valley
Drainage Organization

Utimate Goal

AUTHORITY —

| _Grgid junction
= P
Greater Grand Valley

Drainage Organization

Address Flooding




+ Basin Studtes & Floodplain
Management

5/27/2015

Current Services of GYDDR ta Continueg
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Staff OmMITEn

« 1QOrganlzation for
Irdgatlon retum flow
and groundwater
seep, stormwater,
and MS4 permit.

+ Boundary:

521 Beundary

Staff Recommendations

+ Board of 5 Directors
« Legislative vehlcle:
= CRS 37-3+v00
= GVDD Statute
Funding:
Mix of Ml Levy & Fees

5/27/2015
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Recap

» Asingle Title 37 entty to assume Valley wide drainage
and storm water responslbllity makes good sense

v The Grand valley Dralnage District has the system, the
experlence, and the willingness to continue and
expand the work they have been doing for 100 years.

5/27/2015
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We ask that you conslder the White Paper Group's
work, consult with your staff, visit with your
constituents and affirm your organizatlon’s
willingness Lo engage wlith the GVDD over the next
five months to develop a Vallay wide drainage and
storm water organizatlon; a Greater Grand Valley
Dralnage District at our follow up meeting on June z5.
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» We know serfous Issues remain and there many
questlons to answer, but It makes no sense, and it
grossly unfalr, to ask staff, multlple boards, and
citizen volunteers to continue Investing hours and
hours of time and thousands of dollars on a plan that
has no future.

+ Please come back with your answer at the follow up
to this meeting on June 25.

5/27/2015

« Should the proposal be accepted, a GVOD Dralnage Task
Force, représentlag all major stakeholders, Induding the
general community, will go towork on the highest priarity
components required of this Greater Grand Valley Dralnage
District

1t will be the goal of this Task force to hammer out an
organlational structure allowingall parties to sligna
binding agreement to proceed with the pian ina period
not to exceed fve months

Mextsteps..,

When that mllestone Is reached, the Greater Grand
valley Drainage Dlstrict structure will be refined, and
concurrently, a program of public outreach and
education will be undertaken.

The Greater Grand Valley Dralnage District would be
officlally Implemented and 5-2-1 officially dissalved In
early 2017.

15



Al staff will be avallable to assist you over the
next few weeks in making your decisfon.

Thank you all for coming today

We lock forward 1o seeing you on June 25.

5/27/2015

Questions | Discussion

o

Grand Junction

AUTHORITY

" Creater Graﬁ-ci-Valley
Drainage Organization

--__-’ i T
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Greater Grand Valley Stormwater and Drainage Entity White Paper
May 14, 2015

Why: The Greater Grand Valley needs one organization to handle Stormwater, Drainage, Irrigation
Return and Seep Flows,with a singular focus. Technical Staff have been tasked to review the information
generated by the 2003 Grand Valley Stormwater Unification Feasibility Report, and the last twelve years
of experience, and provide a recommendation or options for an ideal organization that would provide
stormwater, drainage, flood control, floodplain management, and irrigation return and seep flow
services for the Greater Grand Valley.

Who: The partners who formed the 521 Drainage Authority, including Mesa County, Grand Valley
Drainage District (GVDD), Fruita, Palisade, Grand Junction, all have a vested interest in the process and
have had technical staff, making up a technical advisory committee, at the white paper meetings to
discuss the options and concerns.

Funding: The only way this organization will work is if it is adequately funded. If it not’s adequately
funded the effort to establish a single drainage organization will not be completed. Funding options are
briefly touched on below.

What: The ideatl is establishment of one entity to handie all of the drainage activities of the GVDD, the
521 Drainage Authority, the County, and the municipalities, within the Greater Grand Valley.

The Grand Valley Stormwater Unification Feasibility Report prepared in 2003considered 5 options for
the unification for drainage and stormwater services; Drainage Authority, Grand Valley Drainage District,
Regional Service Authority, Mesa County with a Water Activity Enterprise, and Intergovernmental
Agreements. The Regional Service Authority, Mesa County with a Water Activity Enterprise, and
Intergovernmental Agreements were all eliminated during 2003 due to various items discussed below,

The Regional Service Authority would require all of Mesa County to be included in the boundary, which
it not appropriate in this case. The option of Mesa County with a Water Activity Enterprise was
discarded in 2003 because it would not represent all contracting parties, and it would come under the
umbrella of Mesa County. Intergovernmental Agreements were aiso discarded as it very similar to the
current Drainage Authority, without the formalization of an organization.

The two options that are currently under consideration include; establish a regional drainage entity
using CRS 37-31-100 (GVDD Statute), orestablish a regional drainage entity using CRS 25-1-204.2
(Drainage Authority Statute). With both options the current Grand Valley Drainage District, 521 Drainage
Authority, County and Municipality stormwater and drainage operations will be provided by the regional
organization. Considerations for both options are further discussed below:

1. Establisha regional drainage entity utilizing the existing GVDD Legislation - CRS 37-31-100, and
dissolve 521. Below is language that describes the public necessity of GVDD, and is a great
starting point for the regional organization.

Version 6 - May 6, 2015
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Public necessity of drainage district in Grand Valley:(37-31-101)

It is declared that the seepage conditions existing in the territory described

in section 37-31-102 are peculiar to that particular territory and affect in a
peculiar manner the people residing and owning property within said district.
It is further declared that torrential storms affect the territory in said district
tn an adverse manner. It Is further declared that the construction of a suitable
drainage works for the protection of urban and rural property within said
district will promote the health, comfort, safety, convenience, and welfare of
all the people residing or cwning property within sald district and that the
construction of sald drainage works s therefore a governmental function
conferring a general benefit upon all of the people residing or owning property
within said district.

In order toestablish a regional drainage entity using the GVDD Statute several items will
need to be considered, and are discussed below:

i. Irrigation Return Flow and Groundwater Seep - (n 1815 the Grand Valley
Drainage District was established to provide proper drainage of irrigation return
water to the Colorado River in an effort to mitigate adverse groundwater effects
on crop production in the valley. Agriculture is a foundational resource for Mesa
County and drainage of irrigation return water still needs to be a top priority of
the regional drainage entity. The regional entity must have the authority to
manage irrigation return flow and groundwater seep, as well as take over
existing licenses and agreements.

ii. Urban Stormwater (Quantity) - The regional drainage organization wauld also
need to manage torrential storm events, as well as smaller storms from both
urban and rural properties. Currently many of the drainage systems are
undersized, or not maintained. One regional organization is necessary to fund
and implement the necessary improvements.

fi. Urban Stormwater {Quality) - The principal accomplishment that the 521 has
achieved since it’s formation in 2004, is securing and implementing, a single
permit for the urbanized area within the Grand Valley from CDPHE for Urban
Stormwater Discharges from Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems {(MS54's).
The regional organization would need to apply to CDPHE, to have the 521
Permit transferred, and implement the permit.The M54 permit also requires the
permit holder to have land use authority within the urbanized area. Title 37
does not provide land use authority. Staff recommends that Intergovernmental
Agreements be established between the partners with land use authority (Mesa
County, Grand Junction, Palisade, and Fruita) and the regional organization.
Currently the partners have IGA’s with 521 to provide 521 the appropriate
authority.

Version 6 — May 6, 2015

PE- 2



iv. Funding —Title 37 statute allows for a diversification of revenue with a mill levy
and the ability to establish and apply a fee. If the desire is to expand the mill
levy in the future to a larger boundary, it will require a popular vote. Staff also
recommends consideration of applying fees to tax exempt organizations. Staff
recommends that both mill levy revenue and fees be considered for funding the
regionalorganization if Title 37 is utilized.

v. Service Boundary - The area that the M54 permit must be applied to is known
as the urbanized area. The urbanized area is determined by the Census which
occurs every 10 years. The current boundaries of GVDD, as described by statute,
does not cover the entire urbanized area, so the boundaries identified in Title 37
would need to be expanded to at [east cover the urbanized area. However staff
recommends that the boundaries of the regional organization mirror the
existing 521 Boundary as that boundary covers the entire Greater Grand Valley
Area. Changing the boundary identified in the Title 37 requires action by the
Colorado State Legislature at some point in time.

vi. Board of Directors -Title 37 statute identifies the district shall be governed by a
board of 3 elected directors, with each director representing a specific district,
and being elected by those districts. With the recommendation to expand the
boundary, it is also recommended to expand the number of directors to at least
5.

vii. Assets - The GVDD current assets would need to be available to the regional
organization, including drain ditches, pipes, easements, real property and
equipment.

viii. Personnel -Currently GVDD has 16 FTE’s and over 100 years of experience in
handling irrigation return flow and ground seep. The regional organization will
need to be adequately staffed to handle all facets of the regional organization.

ix. Technical Advisory Committee - It is also recommended that the Technical
Advisory Committee (TAC) continue to be a route for technical input into the
regional organization.

x. Floodplain Regulations - IGA’s will also be necessary for the regional
organization to impiement floodplain regulations. Floodplain regulations are
adopted through Land Development Codes and Ordinances by the local
governments with land use authoerity. Local governments would need to provide
the regional organization the ability to implement those regulations.

xi. Dissolution — This option would involve dissolving 521, as the regicnal
organization would implement the valley wide MS4 permit. Dissolution of 521
would be handled through local boards and councils.

2. Establish a regional drainage entity utilizing the existing Drainage Authority Legislation - CRS 29-
1-204.2, and dissolve GVDD. Below is language from state statute that allows the establishment
of a separate governmental entity, such as 521, to handle drainage and stormwater.

Version 6 - May 6, 2015
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29-1-204.2. Establishment of separate governmental entity to develop water
resources, systems, facilities, and drainage facilities:

(1) Any combination of municipalities, special districts, or other political
subdivisions of this state that are authorized to own and operate water
systems or facilities or drainage facilities may establish, by contract with each
other, a separate governmental entity, to be known as a water or drainage
authority, to be used by such contracting parties to effect the development of
water resources, systems, or facilities or of drainage facilities in whole or in
part for the benefit of the inhabitants of such contracting parties or others at
the discretion of the board of directors of the water or drainage authority.

in order to establish a regional drainage entity using the Drainage Authority Statute
several items will need to be considered, and are discussed below:

i. Irrigation Return Flow and Groundwater Seep - In 1915 the Grand Valley
Drainage District was established to provide proper drainage of irrigation return
water to the Colorado River in an effort to mitigate adverse groundwater effects
on crop production in the valley. Agriculture is a foundational resource for Mesa
County and drainage of irrigation return water still needs to be a top priority of
the regional drainage entity. The regional organization must have the authority
to manage irrigation return flow and groundwater seep, as well as take over
existing licenses and agreements. Title 29 is broad enough to allow this
Authority, however the founding IGA of the regional organization should also
address providing irrigation return flow and groundwater seep services.

ii. Urban Stormwater (Quantity) - The regional organization would also need to
manage torrential storm events, and as well as smaller storms from both urban
and rural properties. Currently many of the drainage systems are undersized, or
not maintained, A regional organization is necessary to fund and implement the
necessary improvements.

ji. Urban Stormwater (Quality) - The principal accomplishment that the 521 has
achieved since it's formation in 2004, is securing and implementing, a single
permit for the urbanized area within the Grand Valley from CDPHE for Urban
Stormwater Discharges from Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems (MS4's),
The regioanl organization would need to apply to CDPHE, to have the 521
Permit transferred, and implement the permit.The MS4 permit also requires the
permit holder to have land use authority within the urbanized area. The 521
statute does not provide land use authority. Staff recornmends that
Intergovernmental Agreements be established between the partners with land
use authority {Mesa County, Grand Junction, Palisade, and Fruita) and the
regional organization. Currently the partners have IGA’s with 521 to provide 521
the appropriate authority.

Version 6 -~ May 6, 2015
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iv. Funding —Title 29 would allow the regional organization to fix, maintain, and
revise fees, rates, and charges for functions, services, or facilities provided by
the entity. The only funding option for the regional organization would be
through the use of fees.

v. Service Boundary - The Boundaries of the existing 521 cover the Greater Grand
Valley and would be appropriate for the regional organization to continue to
implement the M54 permit and provide other needed services through the
greater grand valley.

vi. Board of Directors — Title 29 provides flexibility for the forming 1GA to
determine the number of directors, manner of appointment, and terms of
office. The founding 521 IGA identifies the 521 shall be governed by a board of 5
appointed directors, with each contracting party appointing a director. As with
the Title 37 option, staff recommends that the number of directors be at least 5.

vii. Assets - The GVDD current assets would need to be acquired by the regional
organization, including drain ditches, pipes, easements, real property and
equipment.

viii. Personnel - Currently 521 is staffed by 3 FTE on contract from the City of Grand
Junction. The regional organization will need to be adequately staffed to handle
all facets of the expanded organization.

ix. Technical Advisory Committee - It is also recommended that the Technical
Advisory Committee (TAC) continue to be a route for technical input for the
regional organization.

x. Floodplain Regulations -Additional IGA’s will be necessary as the regional
organization considers implementation of ﬂoodpléin regulations. Floodplain
regulations are adopted through Land Development Codes and Ordinances by
the local governments with land use authority. Local governments would need
to provide the regional organization the ability to implement those regulations.

xi. Dissolution - This option would involve dissolving GVDD, as the regional
organization would implement the current responsibilities of GVDD. Dissolution
of GVDD would be handled through state legisiature. GVDD could also dissolve
through a vote of the property owners of the District.

Activities: Building off of the 2003 Feasibility Report and years of experience staff recommends the
following activities be considered by the regional organization. The activities should minimize overlaps,
or consolidate activities, that all the organizations have been performing, and should eliminate gaps,
that none of the organizations are performing. Staff recommends that the following be considered by
the organization.

1. MS4 CDPHE Permit
2. GVDD current responsibilities of irrigation return flow, seep, and torrential storm events,
including BOR agreement.

Version 6 — May 6, 2015
PE 3



3. Maintain GVDD existing infrastructure, local infrastructure, and natural washes

4, Basin Studies to identify Capital Improvement Projects
a. The following basins have been studies by various entities:

i.
i,
iii.
iv.
V.
vi.
vii.
viii.

Adobe Creek

Douglas Wash

Lewis Wash

Bosley Wash

Orchard Mesa

Appleton Drain

Buthorn Drain and Ligrani Drain

Leach Creek Upper Main Channel and Badger Wash
Ranchman’s Ditch, and 25 Rd

Downtown Grand Junction Area

b. The following basins still need to be studied:

i
ii.
iii.
iv.
V.
vi.
vii.
viil.

Xi.
Xii.
xiii.
Xiv.

xvi,
xvii.
xviii.
Xix.
XX.

Big Salt Wash

Little Salt Wash
Reed Wash

Hunter Wash
Persigo Wash

No Thoroughfare
Red Canyon

Ute Canyon

Gold Star
Monument Canyon
Devils Canyon

Sink Creek

Rapid Creek

East Orchard Mesa
Voorhees Drain
Carpenter Drain
Commercial Clifton Area
North Avenue
DrainsD & E
Fruitvale area

5. Construct and Maintain Regional Capital improvement Projects

a. The following projects have been completed or are under construction by various

entities.

i.
ii.
Version 6 — May 6, 2015
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Ranchman’s Ditch, and 25 Rd {Big Pipe)
Leach Creek Detention Pond — under construction



iii. Lewis Wash D 1/2 Road bridge enlargement
iv. 32 % Road Stormdrain
v. Murray Drain Piping
vi. Fruita South Mesa Drain
vii. Combined Sewer Elimination Program — Grand lunction

b. Mesa County has applied for grant dollars through FEMA for the two projects listed
below. While grant dollars alone are not a reliable source of funding for capital projects,
grants do provide a means to leverage existing funds over more projects.

i. Bosley Wash Detention Pond — North of I-70
it. Orchard Mesa Fairground Detention Pond

c. The following projects have been identified in existing studies as needing to be
constructed.
i. Buthorn Drain—Phase | and {l
ii. North Ave Improvements
iii. Downtown Grand Junction
iv. Lower Leach Creek Detention Pond
v. Douglas Wash East and West Improvements
vi. 29 Road Drain
vii. Voorhees
viii. Adobe Creek
ix. Carpenter Drain
X. Lewis Wash — Detention Ponds
xi. Bosley Wash
xii. Orchard Mesa
xiii. Star School Drain Detention Pond

6. Floodplain management — within Boundary
7. External Review Agency for Local Planning Departments

Version 6 - May 6, 2015
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Recommendations:

Staff is in agreement that The Greater Grand Valley needs one regional organization to handle
Stormwater, Drainage, Irrigation Return and Seep Flows, with a singular focus. This regional organization
will only be successful if it is adequately funded, which could be in the form of a mill levy, fees, or some
combination.

Staff recommends that the service boundary for the regional organization be the boundary of the
existing 521 Drainage Authority. This boundary covers the Greater Grand Valley Watershed, and also
involves Federal Lands. It alse covers the entire urbanized area covered by the MS4 permit.

Staff recommends that the regional organization be governed by a Board of at least 5 Directors. With a
large service area, staff feels it would be appropriate to have a large enough board to well represent the
entire area.

Staff recommends that the regional organization be able to provide services for irrigation return flow,
and groundwater seep, urban stormwater and torrential storm events, MS4 permit, basin studies,
capital projects, maintenance of natural drainages as well as existing infrastructure, external review
agency for local planning departments, and floodplain management. Both Title 37 and Title 29 provide
the authority for these activities. IGA’s will be necessary to provide the land use authority for the
implementation of the M54 permit and floodplain management with both statutes.

Based on the desired services of the regional drainage organization, the existing assets and operational
knowiedge of GVDD, and the authority provided in CRS 37-31-100, staff recommends that CRS 37-31-
100 be further explored to meet the needs of aregional drainage organization. CR5 37-31-100 is also
unique to the Grand Valley, and could be customized by the State Legislature process to meet the needs
of a regional organization.
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Comparison of Alternatives for Greater Grand Valley Drainage and StormwaterOrganization White Paper

Items for Consideration

CRS 37-31-101 (GVDD Statute)

CRS 29-1-204.2 (521 Statute)

Irrigation Return Flow &
Groundwater Seep

The authority to provide
irrigation return flow and
groundwater seep services is
provided in the statute. GVDD
has existing contracts and
licenses.

Upon consultation with legal
staff, title 29-1-204.2 is broad
enough to provide this service.
Founding IGA’s of the
organization should identify as a
service,

Urban Stormwater (Quantity)

Upon consultation with legal
staff, title 37-31-101 provides
the authority to provide this
service,

The authority to provide the
service is provided in the statute.

Urban Stormwater (Quality)

Authority can beprovided by
IGAs between organization and
local land use authorities.

Authority can be provide by IGAs
between organization and local
land use authorities.

Funding

Statute allows for collection of
mill levy {within current
boundary) and fees. A popular
vote would be needed if the mill
levy is expanded beyond the
current District Boundary. Both
are recommended funding
sources by the staff.

Only Fees can be collected under
current Statue.

Service Boundary

Legislative action is needed to
formally adjust service
boundary. Current GVDD
boundary is smaller than
recommended 521 Boundary.

Can be formally adjusted
through formation IGAs. Current
521 boundary is the
recommended boundary.

Board of Directors

Statute defines the board as 3
elected directors. Staff
recommends at least 5 directors.
Legislative action is needed to
formally adjust number and
appointment.

Statue allows for formation IGA

to determine size. Currently the
521 Board has 5 appointed
directors. Staff recommends at
least 5 directors.

Assets

Statute allows for acquisition of
assets such as real property,
easements and ROW, building,
equipment and infrastructure.
GVDD currently has these assets,
and 521 does not have any of
these type of assets.

Statute allows for acquisition of
assets such as real property,
easements and ROW, building,
equipment and infrastructure.
521 does not have any of type of
assets while, GVDD does. New
organization would need to
acquire GVDD assets.

Personnel

Adeqguate staffing would be
needed. Currently GVDD has 16
FTE's and 100 years of
experience in handling irrigation
return flow.

Adegquate staffing would be
needed. Currently 521 has 3
FTE's contracted part time with
City of Grand Junction and 5
years of experience
administrating MS4 permit.
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Comparison of Alternatives for Greater Grand Valley Drainage and StormwaterQOrganization White Paper

Dissolution

Could be accomplished through
legislative action, or a potential
petition for a ballot question by
landowners in the current
district.

With IGA’s by original partners

Basin Studies

Ability in statute. Title 37 has
greater flexibility for awarding
projects.

Ability in statute

Capital Projects

Ability in statute. Title 37 has
greater flexibility for awarding
projects.

Ability in statute

Maintenance

Ability in statute. Title 37 has
greater flexibility for awarding
projects.

Ability in statute

Floodplain Management

Can be done by uploading IGAs.

Currently county and
municipalities are conducting
their own floodplain programs.

Can be done by uploading IGAs.
Currently county and
municipalities are conducting
their own floodplain programs.
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www.MathandScienceCenter.org
2660 Unaweep Avenue Grand Junction, CO 81503
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MEDIA ADVISORY - June 1, 2015
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

When: Tuesday, June 2, 2015 - 10:30 AM
Where: Fruita, CO - Fruita Civic Center, 325 East Aspen Avenue
What: Press Conference

Unique Public/Private/Non-Profit Partnership Provides the Opportunity for
Mesa County Youth to Get Creative and Learn 21* Century Skills

This week, 23 Mesa County 3" _gh graders will be spending their days learning to speak in code —
computer code, that is! They will be the first of many area students to participate in computer coding
and robotics programs that will be offered by the John McConnell Math & Science Center at the Fruita
Civic Center throughout the summer. These programs —and a Youth MakerSpace that will also open at
the Fruita Civic Center this summer — are made possible through a unique partnership of business,
civic, non-profit and academic collaborators. The Math & Science Center will provide program
coordination and staffing for day camp and MakerSpace programs. The City of Fruita and the
Business Incubator Center have provided the necessary physical space. Dr. Karl Castleton from the
Computer Science Department at Colorado Mesa University will provide instructional support for the
coding and advanced robotics camps.But without the funding and in-kind support of the Grand
Junction Lions Club, Alpine Bank and local business, Networks Unlimited, the technology needed to
create an environment in which students as young as first grade will be able to practice problem
solving and critical thinking by creating their own video games, programming their own robots, and
creating their own designs with 3D printers and other materials, would not be possible. A challenge
grant of $8500 from the Grand Junction Lions Club led to a $2000 contribution from Alpine Bank, and
was matched by a contribution of almost $5800 worth of computer technology from Networks
Unlimited. In addition, Networks Unlimited donated all of the labor costs associated with setting up 25
laptop computers for the computer coding programs. As a result of this partnership, area youth will be
able to spend the summer learning what some forecasters are calling “the new literacy”, and becoming
creators, not just consumers, of the technology they use. Besides that —they are guaranteed to have
21* century fun! More information on the camps and online registration is available through the Math
& Science Center’s website: www.MathandScienceCenter.org.

About Computer Coding as the “new literacy and a 21* century skill” and the “maker movement”



According to some educators and technologists, computer programming is the new literacy that helps
kids develop problem solving and critical thinking skills, and positions them for high paying jobs in the
future (https://www.commonsensemedia.org/blog/cool-tools-to-help-kids-learn-to-code). Coding and
the “maker movement” (using both high-tech equipment such as three-dimensional printers and low-
tech, everyday materials to design and create robots, musical instruments, toys, electronics and much
more), encourage kids to understand and create, not just consume, the technology that they use every
day. Exposure to these skills, particularly computer programming, may lead to a future in some of the
best-paying jobs in the world. According to Code.org, there will be 1 million unfilled computer
programming jobs in 2020 — a $500 billion opportunity. Sixty-seven percent of software jobs today are
outside of the tech industry —in fields such as banking, retail, government, entertainment, medical
research and clinical care. There is also a growing need for problem-solving skills across all types of
jobs.

About the John McConnell Math & Science Center

Since 1990, the John McConnell Math & Science Center in Grand Junction, Colorado, a 501(c) 3 non-
profit organization, has created excitement and enthusiasm for science, technology, engineering and
math through hands-on, interactive experiences. We inspire passion and respect for math and science
in our communities by hosting field trips, camps and special events, and by developing and providing
resources for parents and educators. Our vision for the future is a science and technology literate
society. For more information visit www.mathandsciencecenter.org or call 970-254-1626.

Media contact:

Teresa Coons, Executive Director

John McConnell Math & Science Center of Western Colorado, Inc.
http://www.mathandsciencecenter.org
tcoons@mathandsciencecenter.org

970-254-1626 (Center); 970-640-2673 (cell)




